ONSCOTLAND'S SIDE

On May 7th choose a Scottish Government that
works for Scotland. Choose an SNP government that,
day in and day out, is always on Scotland’s side.

Your first SNP vote at this election will deliver
an SNP Government. It delivers a better NHS, GP
walk-in clinics, help with the cost of living, the
first-time buyers’ deposit, a growing economy,
and a massive increase in childcare that leaves
no one behind.

Your second SNP vote delivers independence.
It secures a majority that will lay the path to
a referendum. A referendum that we will win.

Here’s what we’ll do for Edinburgh and Lothians East.

Food Pricing

The escalating cost of living crisis, particularly the
sharp rise in food prices, requires targeted
intervention to protect people’s ability to afford
essentials. This is vital to ensure that everyone can
get a balanced diet that meets nutritional needs.

That’s why we will take a public health intervention to
establish statutory price

ceilings on a basket of 20 to 50 essential food items
at large supermarkets, such as bread, milk and eggs
to provide tangible relief to families struggling with
grocery bills, ensuring that necessities for a balanced
diet remain affordable.

The system would require large supermarkets to make
one example line of the listed essential food items
available at the capped price and would not require
them to make every variation of that type of food they
stock available at that price. As with Minimum Unit
Pricing, we would introduce a sunset clause through
the legislation to ensure that it was effective in order
to continue.

Crucially, this will be implemented alongside a robust
support framework designed to shield Scottish
producers with support mechanisms and monitoring
to ensure that this will not be allowed to impact on
farmers and food producers and we will work with
them to ensure Supermarkets make the change.

First Homes Fund

We will support first-time buyers struggling to get on
the housing ladder by part-funding their mortgage
deposit with a joint equity contribution of up

to £10,000.

The ‘First Homes Fund’, which will run every year,
will have a budget of £100 million and is expected
to see around 50,000 households benefit over the
parliament - around 10,000 per year. It will be open
to all people buying homes up to £300,000 who
have not previously owned their own home. This will
support people to break out of the rent trap and
support them with the dream of buying their

first home.

Tenement Reform

We know that tenement properties with multiple
owners often struggle to organise and finance shared
repairs, maintenance and enhancement works.



We are committed to reforming the Tenement
(Scotland) Act 2004 and Property Factors (Scotland)
Act 2011 by the end of the next parliament, to better
meet the needs of relevant owners and tenants to
enable repairs, maintenance and enhancement of
such properties, and improve delivery of services by
factoring organisations, including considering costs,
where they manage properties.

Tenant Right to First Refusal

We are aware of the challenges that private renters
face in saving up for their first home and how that

can be particularly challenging when their landlord
decides to sell their property. To tackle this, we will
introduce new legislation to give private rental tenants
a period of first refusal to purchase the property they
rent at a fair market price when the owner chooses to
put it up for sale.

Childcare

Every child in Scotland deserves the best start in life,
which is why we are committed to eradicating child
poverty and giving families the support they need.
We have always recognised that a child’s earliest
years are the most crucial for their development and
future success.

That's why we will extend childcare support to every
child in our country from 9 months old to the end of
primary school by the end of the next parliament.
This new system will be designed to fit around
families - rather than expecting families to fit around
the system. The new system will give support 52
weeks a year and mean families benefit from between
£1,400 up to over £11,000 dependent on need.
Helping both with the cost of living and helping
parents take up employment opportunities that also
grow our economy.
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£2 Bus Fare Cap

Our vision for transport is rooted in affordability,
accessibility and sustainability. We have made real
progress towards this with free bus travel for under
22s and over 60s. But we want to go further. That’s
why by the end of the parliament we will take forward
legislation to put in place a £2 bus fare cap across
Scotland, building on our pilot in the Highlands,
Orkney, and Shetland.

This step of providing more affordable bus travel will
help with modal shift and reduce household costs.
Our action will benefit families, the economy, and the
environment.

Regeneration

We will continue to take a strategic approach to
delivering our regeneration ambitions, including
revitalising town centres and encouraging town centre
living, addressing the blight of vacant and derelict
land and supporting community ownership.

We will invest further in our Business Improvement
Districts as a driver of town centre regeneration.

Regional Economic Partnerships

We will empower strategic regional economic
partnerships to boost productivity and innovation

by linking research, universities and businesses.

That will include developing a Glasgow-Edinburgh Arc.
This approach will support the clustering of innovation
and investment in key emerging industries. They

will also recognise the role of the creative sector

not only as a cultural treasure but as a powerful

force for enterprise, social renewal, and

cross-sector innovation.



Reducing waiting times

We want to build on the significant progress we

have made to reduce NHS waiting times. We have
invested to drive down waiting times in the past year
we will ensure that dedicated funding of at least
£200 million - up £90 million - for improving waiting
times is in place for each year

of the coming parliament.

Through investment and NHS renewal we will ensure
no patient waits longer than 26 weeks for treatment
by the end of the parliament.

GP walk-in clinics

We are wholly committed to ensuring that everyone
has timely access to quality care close to their
home. To do this, we are taking forward new ideas,
including a network of new walk-in GP clinics, open
7 days a week, no appointment needed and without
the 8am rush. We will start by piloting 30 sites
before rolling out to the rest of the country.

Backed by £36 million of investment, we have
committed to an initial 16 sites across Scotland in
Shetland, Hawick, Wester Hailes, Aberdeenshire,
Cardonald, East Ayrshire, Clydesdale, Benbecula,
Stranraer, Dundee, Fife, Moray, Aberdeen,
Invergordon, Dunoon and Sauchie, Alloa. Several of
these sites are now up and running.

We know people are keen to see more of these walk-
in clinics, so we will commit to expanding to at least
a further 14 sites. We will scope options with health
boards to deliver these services in communities
including in Angus, Dumbarton, Livingston, Paisley,
Inverness, North Edinburgh, Shotts, Falkirk, East
Kilbride, Tweed Valley, East Renfrewshire, North
Ayrshire and in communities in the North-west and
Southside of Glasgow.

SNP Edinburgh Manifesto 2026

Capital

We will invest in Scotland’s NHS estate and in state-
of-the-art equipment like MRI scanners, CT scanners
and imaging equipment. We will also increase the
number of mobile MRI and CT scanners in Scotland
to mitigate the impact of people having to travel long
distances for the scans they need.

Work is already well underway on major capital
projects including replacements for the Princess
Alexandra Eye Pavilion. We will use projects like this to
deliver a standardised model for further centres

in Edinburgh.

Raising standards and closing
the attainment gap

Over the lifetime of this parliament, we will take the
steps necessary to at least maintain pupil teacher
ratios - which are the best anywhere in the UK.
We will also protect free music tuition and the
scrapping of core curriculum charges to ensure

no child misses out on the opportunities

their classmates have.

We have introduced a new pilot for extra tutoring
support in classrooms with Queen Margaret
University in 2025. This is already supporting
500 pupils with their studies and improving their
attainment. We will build on this pilot and ensure
more young people can access bespoke support
to raise their grades and attainment.

Skills & Apprenticeships

We will increase the number of apprenticeships
to deliver 150,000 over the Parliament. We will
introduce an Apprenticeship Accelerator Grant,
backed by the Apprenticeship Levy, as a targeted
intervention which will ensure that young people,
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who will make up our future workforce, have the
opportunity through apprenticeships to build their
confidence, gain industry insight and develop
valuable skills that employers require.

Just Transition

For as long as Scotland requires fossil fuels, we will
continue to call on the UK Government to approach
decisions for North Sea oil and gas projects on a
rigorously evidence-led, case-by-case, basis - with
climate compatibility and energy security as key
considerations.

We will continue to call for Labour’s tax on Scotland’s
energy, the Energy Profits Levy, to be replaced by

a fair system that taxes excess profits, but protects
jobs, energy security and investment in our

energy sector.

We will explore whether there are other partners
who would also engage in match funding initiatives
to secure a just transition.

Ahead of independence, we will formally request

the transfer of energy powers from Westminster to
Holyrood and we will use those powers to end the
practice of gas setting the price for an energy system
dominated by renewable energy to lower bills.

Our publicly owned railway

Peak rail fares will not be re-introduced as long
as there is an SNP government. We are proud to
have delivered a publicly owned, modernised rail
service with improved reliability, accessibility and
long-term investment.
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Tram-Trains

Tram-Trains have been established in a number of
European cities, and most recently in Cardiff.

We will commission a full feasibility study for the use
of Tram-Trains on the South Suburban line

in Edinburgh, to determine if they are an efficient
investment of public money to improve the public
transport offering in our two biggest cities and help
foster economic growth.

Sustainable active travel

We support efforts in Edinburgh to retain the
Roseburn corridor as a route for pedestrians and
cyclists and believe that any tram proposals brought
forward and funded by the city council

should use an alternative route. We will also support
efforts to bring the former Powderhall railway line into
use as a new walking and cycling route in the capital.

Scotland’s Water

Urban waterways are used across Europe for
recreation. We will seek to learn from the examples of
projects like the Copenhagen

Harbour Baths and river pools to bring our urban
waterways into better use. We will commission
feasibility studies on the viability and cost of bringing
urban waterways likeWardie Bay and sections of the
Water of Leith in Edinburgh into safe usage.

Improving Roads

To deliver better roads we will establish the

‘Better Surfaces’ fund to support local government
capital expenditure in fixing potholes, carrying out
resurfacing, and improving drainage from roads
across the country. This could deliver up to

£350 million of supported investment over

the next parliament.
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