
 
 
 
FAQs (Wider Opening) 
 
Why are you opening? 
The Government has announced its first steps for 
learners in year 10 and 12 "to supplement remote 
education with some face to face support for these year 
groups from 1 June". They do not, however, expect the 
learners to return on a full-time basis at this stage, “so 
we do not expect a full timetable to be offered as 
schools and colleges look to minimise the number of 
pupils in school or college each day”. Therefore we are following government advice and 
provide extra contact time for students who have important exams in 2021. 
 
Is this only for year 10 students? 
The contact time will be offered to students in year 10 and in year 12. 
 
Can my child see their friends? 
In these small groups, students may not necessarily be with close friends. It is important that 
students do not see this as a social exercise and we must ensure that after the sessions 
they return home immediately. We are already working very hard to ensure that when we 
open, we will be meeting the Government’s guidance on social distancing and infection 
control. 
 
How have you selected the groups?  
We have been mindful regarding the groups that students have been put in, we have tried to 
avoid large groups of friends but in the main the selection is random. 
 
Can I swap my child's group if they cannot get in or it is inconvenient for my family for 
them to attend? 
If you let us know in advance then we will do all we can to rearrange and accommodate any 
requests. 
 
Will I get fined if I don’t send my child in? 
You do not have to send your child to school during this pandemic. There are no plans to 
fine parents of children who do not attend at the present time. 
 
My child is in another year, why can’t they come in? 
The Government has asked us to prioritise year 10 and year 12 students because they have 
important exams next year. Engagement levels with SMHW have been very pleasing 
throughout all year groups and we will continue to set work in this way. If you think that your 
child would benefit from some one-to-one time on video or via the phone, contact us and we 
will try to accommodate this request. 
 



What precautions are you making for children to be safe? 
Schools and academies are following national guidance produced by the Department for 
Education and Public Health England. We will operate social distancing (where possible), 
keep children in small groups throughout the day, increase cleaning schedules and ask 
children to follow more stringent hygiene routines. We will also stagger the start and finish of 
the school day to reduce the number of adults and students arriving and departing at the 
same time. 
 
When will the Academy open? 
It is likely that we will be fully open in September but we have not received any guidance on 
this and the Government will advise these plans in due course. 
 
Does this replace remote learning on SMHW for year 10? 
No, this does not replace remote learning via SMHW. Students will only be in for two hours 
every week and they should continue to access and complete tasks set for them on SMHW. 
 
What will students be doing during these sessions? 
The initial sessions will run a little like tutor groups where we will discuss mental health, 
wellbeing, work that has been set and access to SMHW. Further sessions will focus on core 
subjects and take a more traditional teaching and learning route. 
 
How long are the sessions? 
Each session is two hours. 
 
Do students need to bring all their work in? 
No, we’d rather that they didn’t. If students can bring in the essentials of a pen, pencil, ruler 
and rubber then we will provide paper. 
 
How will students get into the Academy? 
If students are able to attend then they would make their way to Forge in the way that they 
always have done. We’ve moved the start and end of the day to avoid busy periods on 
public transport. Once at Forge, year 10 students will use the main entrance where they will 
be met by their group leader and year 12 students will enter via the side gates where they 
will also be met by a group leader. 
 
Can they meet up with their friends after the sessions? 
It is important that students do not see this as a social exercise and we must ensure that 
after the sessions they return home immediately. We will reiterate this in the sessions. 
 
Are you still open to keyworkers? 
Yes. Provision for keyworkers and vulnerable children remains unchanged and available to 
all year groups. 
 
Do students have to wear uniform? 
Students will not be required to wear uniform. However, we do ask that students come in 
wearing clean clothes and that clothes are washed after they have been in. 



 
Someone in my household is still shielding, should my child attend? 
We would ask that families who are shielding or staff who are clinically vulnerable to take the 
advice of their GP or clinician and make an informed decision about whether they should 
come in or not. 
 
 
Someone in my house has symptoms (or has had) symptoms - should I send my child 
in? 
All students who are unwell will be told to stay at home, whether the symptoms they display 
are ‘covid symptoms’ or not. If you or someone you live with has symptoms of coronavirus 
then we ask that you follow the NHS advice which is documented here: 
https://bit.ly/368HMnP 
 
When will you let the other groups in? 
At the moment we have only been asked to invite year 10 and year 12 in. Whilst we try not to 
speculate, with just seven weeks left until the end of the academic year, it is unlikely any 
other groups will return before September. 
 
Will children have to social distance? 
We are working very hard to ensure that when we open, we will be meeting the 
Government’s guidance on social distancing and infection control. 
 
How will rooms be kept clean? 
We are taking a number of measures. Most importantly groups will use different rooms in the 
afternoon to the groups in the morning. Extensive cleaning of rooms will occur each day. 
Rooms will be marked out properly to ensure distancing and kept free of clutter. Desks will 
be wiped regularly and hand sanitizer available. Students will not share resources and staff 
will provide full guidance on staying safe. 
 
Will you be serving food and where will the children eat? 
We will not be serving food. We would recommend that children come in with a snack (if 
needed) and a drink in a bottle. 
 
My child travels in on public transport, do they have to come in? 
There is absolutely no expectation that any student HAS to come in. If you or your child do 
not feel comfortable coming in using public transport, please stay at home and let us know 
by writing to closure@oatforge.co.uk. 
 
Will the Academy be open during the summer holidays for any students? 
We are not planning on opening and haven’t been advised to open but it’s certainly 
something that we could consider for small groups if it reassures children. If this is something 
that you are interested in, write to us at closure@oatforge.co.uk. 
 
Why can’t my year 10 child come in more often - it seems pointless coming in for 2 
hours per week? 



We have had to plan to bring all of year 10 and year 12 in safely by following key guidance. 
We do not want lots of students on-site at the same time therefore we have had to create a 
rota system. Whilst we appreciate that it is not a perfect solution, it is safer and it allows us 
some contact time with all students. 
 
How can you enforce social distancing with year 10s? 
Students in year 10 will already be very familiar with social distancing. However, we have 
lots of new signage up around the site and will be marking classrooms out to ensure 
compliance. It will also be one of the first things that we’ll talk to students about. 
 
Will teachers and staff have to use PPE? 
If social distancing can be managed then staff will not generally use PPE. If a child becomes 
unwell and is displaying symptoms of COVID-19, staff will have to isolate that child from 
others and use PPE to protect themselves. In some circumstances, for example where a 
child needs personal care or has specific additional needs, staff may use PPE whilst they 
support a child. 
 
My child is worried about coming back to school, how can I help them? 
Talk to your child in a positive way about school, seeing friends and teachers again. Help 
them understand how social distancing works and make sure that they know about the 
importance of handwashing. We are also more than happy to speak to the student about 
their concerns one-to-one. 
 
Will schools be teaching the National Curriculum when children return? 
No. We will initially focus on ensuring children feel safe and anxiety-free. We will deliver a 
curriculum designed to support children back into school routines and classroom learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


