
The Impact of Catch-Up Funding on Educational Attainment and Progress  
The following report is written to provide information to parents and other stakeholders about 
the impact of  the Catch-up funding on the academic attainment of those students who entered 
the Academy in Year 7 below National Standard in Reading, Maths or both. In 2018/2019, the 
Academy received £21,500. 
  

Impact of the Catch-up money on academic attainment: 
(figure in brackets = % of overall cohort) 

 2018-19 2017-18 

Start of year End of year Start of year End of year 

Students not at National 
Standard (NS) in both  

72 (25%) 36 (12%) 79 (27%) 67 (23%) 

Students not at NS 
solely in reading 

34 (12%) 9 (3%) 36 (12%) 19 (6%) 

Students not at NS 
solely in maths 

21 (7%) 27 (9%) 24 (8%) 11 (4%) 

Total catch up students 127 (43%) 74 (26%) 139 (47%) 97 (33%) 

 

Summary: 
● In 2017-18, 42/139 catch up students were judged as being at National Standard by the end of Year 7. 30% of 

catch up students were successfully brought up to National Standard. 
● In 2018-19 46/127 catch up students were judged as being National Standard by the end of Year 7. 36% of catch 

up students were successfully brought up to National Standard, representing a 6% increase on the previous 
year. 

 

Context: 
● Following the success of 30% of students being successfully brought up to National Standard, both the English 

and Maths departments’ strategies were explored during end-of-year State of the Nation meetings.  
● Regular meetings and communication was held to prioritise students that had a greater chance of achieving 

National Standard. 
● The negligible impact that the Flying Start classes in 2017-18 compared to 2016-17 led to a reworking of 

schemes in 2018-19 and more focus on specific Assessment Objective (AO) strands and key skills that are more 
heavily weighted. This has led to much increased success in improving reading skills up to National Standard.  

● In maths, the new leadership team introduced new style assessments in 2018-19 to mirror KS2 tests more 
closely to create better evidential base for comparison/measurement. More focused intervention and 
assessments in both departments led to success in converting students who were not at National Standard in 
both subjects at the start of the year. 

 

Current Projects/Future Strategies: 

● The development of key reading skills (information retrieval and inference) to be targeted as part of work 
supporting catch-up students. Work booklets designed by English department for Flying Start lessons to 
replicate question types found in KS2 exam paper and focus on repeated practice of skills.  

● Continuation of the transition project in June - July each year, with strategic intervention planned to target 
weaknesses identified by Primary partners in literacy and numeracy and allow for meaningful KS2 - KS3 transfer 
for all catch up students. 

● Ongoing ‘reading buddies’ programme for year 7 PP boys and year 7 PP girls. In 2017-2018, 90 % of the targeted 
20 students increased their reading ages - boys by an average of 12 months and girls by 13.5 months - over the 6 
month period. 

● ‘Repeated reading’ intervention sessions delivered to all Catch Up students to improve fluency 
● All Catch Up students given access to directed activities on Literacy Planet  
● Regular meetings with English/maths staff to evaluate the impact of strategies and target high-priority students 



● Creation of home-school intervention work packs to help support and consolidate learning  


