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Dear Parents/Carers 

As you know, we are all facing extraordinary challenges and the situation is placing pressure on all parts of society. Our staff 
have been doing all they can to keep our school open since this crisis began and I would like to pay tribute to their remarkable 
commitment. They have been extraordinary and we will continue to play our part over the coming weeks. 

As you may be aware, the Government made several very important decisions this week. The first is that it has advised 
schools in England to close, except for certain groups of children, from Friday afternoon (20th March) onwards as a further 
measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19. No date has been set for when schools will re-open for all students.  

From Monday, the school will continue to be open for the following groups of students: 

• Children whose parents are frontline which includes those who work in the following sectors and industries: health 
and social care, education and childcare, key public services, local and national government, food and other 
necessary goods, public safety and national security, transport, utilities, communication and financial services. For 
clarity please visit the official Government list by visiting this link: https://bit.ly/3deTRLh. Please email 
closure@oatforge.co.uk if you are a frontline worker and require our support with your childcare needs. If you think 
that you fall within the critical categories above you should confirm with your employer that, based on their 
business continuity arrangements, your specific role is necessary for the continuation of this essential public service. 

• Those classed as what the Secretary of State described as “vulnerable children”. These could be those who have a 
social worker and those with EHCPs. We have details of these children and we will be in touch. 

For students in these groups, we have also been asked to remain open through the Easter holidays and we will do our best 
to achieve this. From Monday 23rd March and through this period, our school will provide care for these children. 

The students who are attending need to be in at normal school times and in uniform, (trainers can be worn as they 
will be doing some physical activity). A lunch will be provided for them. Students should report to the canteen each 
day. 

Children who do not fall into the groups listed above should remain at home with appropriate care. Parents should not rely 
for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or 
family members with underlying conditions. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing 
socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. 

Another priority over the last 24 hours has been ensuring the provision of food for supported children, children of key 
workers who will attend the Academy and children who receive free school meals. 

After receiving guidance from the Department for Education today and in consultation with our catering company, 
Educaterers, we can do the following: 

• Children of keyworkers and supported children who are attending the Academy during the closure will be fed during 
their stay with us. 

• Grab bags for free school meal students will be available from the Academy from 1130 until 1330 every weekday. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3deTRLh
mailto:closure@oatforge.co.uk


Monday 23rd March will be the first day that we operate this model and we will make full provision for free school meal 
students. However, as time goes on, we will have to reduce the numbers if we find that the grab bags aren't being collected. 

If your child receives free school meals and the grab bag cannot be collected, please send us a private Facebook message or 
email closure@oatforge.co.uk and we will do all we can to support you. 

Another key announcement is that tests and exams will not take place this summer. For children and young people, who 
have worked so hard to prepare for their SATs, GCSEs or A levels, this will be upsetting and we sympathise with them. At 
the same time, we understand the decision the Government has made and we are reassured that children’s grades in GCSEs 
and A levels will be awarded on the basis of moderated assessment, in conjunction with the exam boards and Ofqual. This 
means that the hard work students have done will be rewarded. It may not feel quite the same, and nor is it, but they will 
receive grades that will progress them to the next stage of their lives. 

We will continue to provide home learning resources for your child. Show My Homework will be the main platform to set 
work for all year groups and staff will set work daily for the groups they have that day - this includes year 11 and year 13. 
Staff will provide work packs for those without internet access and will be available via school email during school hours for 
students and parents. 

In the meantime, I would once again like to take this opportunity to thank you wholeheartedly for your understanding and 
ongoing support in helping us to manage this unprecedented situation.   

Yours faithfully 

 

Dr Lisa Mason 
Principal 
Ormiston Forge Academy 
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