
 
 
December 2019 
 

End of Term Newsletter 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Academy with our 
drive to raise standards and expectations on uniform, equipment 
and work ethic. The students have made an excellent start to the 
academic year and we have many successes to share with you in 
this newsletter. 
 
Wishing you all a restful holiday. 
 
 
Dates for your diary 
 
End of Term 
Thursday 19th December - non-uniform day; £1 per family to raise money for ‘Children in Need’. Students will 
be dismissed at 12.15pm. 
 
Start of Term 
Monday 6th January – Training day (Academy closed to students) 
Tuesday 7th January – Fully open to all students (8.35am) 
Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th January – School Pantomime at The Netherton Arts Centre; 7.00 pm start. 
Tickets are available from the performing arts department. 
Wednesday 22nd January – Year 11 Parents’ Evening (letters will be distributed to students at the start of the 
new term). 
Wednesday 5th February – Year 8 Parents’ Evening (letters will be distributed to students in January). 
 
 
 
Academy News 
 
Music and Performing Arts  
 
Tickets for Jack and the Beanstalk are on sale from Mrs Brooks in 5CR. Tickets cost £3.00 and the show will be 
performed on Thursday 9th January at Netherton Arts Centre.  
 
Music and performing arts students raised over £250 for their trip to London on December 9th and 10th. The 
trip proved to be very successful. Photos have been shared on the Academy’s Facebook page. 
 
Music students performed in the annual christmas concert at the Academy on Thursday 5th December. Thank 
you to those of you who attended; it is invaluable to our students to have the opportunity to perform in front 
of an audience. I am sure you will all agree that they were wonderful and the concert got us in the Christmas 
spirit. 
 
 
Enrichment, Student leadership and Quest Awards  
 
The extracurricular timetable is really kicking off with lots of clubs on offer at lunchtime and after school - 
please find the timetable on Edulink (click noticeboards) or our social media/website for more details. 
We have had record numbers of attendees at our Friday Enrichment Clubs and this is continuing to grow - get 
yourself down to the clubs on offer after October half term (All clubs start at 1.15pm up until 3.00pm): 
 
Hair and Beauty (all years) - Miss Smith/ Salon Block 1 



Trampolining Club (all years) - Miss Birch - Gym 
Fitness Club (all years) - Mrs Dallison - Gym 
Rugby (all years) - Mr Lloyd - Sports Hall/ Hingleys 
Elite Football Year 7 and 8 - Mr Hickinbottom - Astro 
Football (all years) - Mr Mitchell - Astro 
Badminton Club (all years) - Sports Hall 
Performance group/ pantomime - Mrs Brooks/ Mrs Arnold - Room 5CR 
Reading Club - Miss Timmins - Room 57 
Arts and Crafts Club (all years) - Miss Howell/ Mrs Smith - Success Centre 
Duke of Edinburgh - Mr Morrissey - Geography rooms 
 
 
NEW Friday Enrichment Clubs: 
 
Community Club (Meadows School) - Mr Chilton - The Meadows School 
Maths Club/ DT Club (all years) - Mr Griffiths - Room 31 
Enterprise Tycoon in schools (KS4/5) - Miss Bennett - Room 19 
Chess Club - Miss Taylor - Success Centre  
 
Look out for more clubs being added to Forge’s extracurricular programme. 
 
 
PE and Sport  
 
The year 8 and 9 girls football team are through to the 5th round of the National Cup after beating Aylesford 
School at home. It was a very close game finishing 2-2 which took us to extra time. The girls composed their 
nerves and with an excellent final push they managed to score in extra time gaining a win for the team.  
 
Dream Team nominations experienced a fantastic week at the Mountain Centre in Wales where they 
participated in activities such as canoeing, rock climbing, swimming and mountaineering walks. The students 
had a fantastic time and we now look forward as a PE department in finding our new Dream Team students 
across our current year 7 and year 8 groups.  
Get your PE Leadership Card to work towards your Nike PE top to wear in lessons. 
 
House events 
 
We have had a very competitive half term within the house system. Year 7 had their second event which 
involved 80+ students competing in a bench ball tournament to gain points for their house. Years 10 and 11 
competed in the first basketball tournament, this is a new event that the students really enjoyed. Finally, year 
10 and  11 also competed in the first countdown event this year which changed the final positions of the 
houses.  
Year 8 and 9 basketball tournament had to be postponed due to the loss of the sports hall. This will be 
rescheduled for after the Christmas break. Results are as follows below. 
 
Current results  
  

Event Snowdon Bredon Malvern Clent 

Football Yr 10 & 11 20 30 20 40 

Football Yr 8 & 9 40 30 30 10 

Football Yr 7 30 30 10 40 

School values HT 1 40 10 30 20 

Basketball Year 10 & 
11 30 10 20 40 

Benchball Year 7 30 40 30 30 



Countdown 10 & 11 20 30 30 40 

School values HT 2     

Total 210 180 170 220 

 
 
Attendance  
 
Attendance has an incredibly strong link to academic achievement and after a strong start to the academic 

year, attendance has taken a dip in the past few weeks. We understand that the colder mornings and winter 

illnesses have an impact on how we feel at times but we still have high expectations of attendance. We will 

always make provision for students who come in despite not feeling well and we hope that you encourage 

them, where possible, to attend and not miss lessons. If you have any concerns or want to ask for advice, our 

attendance team are always happy to talk.  

  

● If a student is feeling a little under the weather in the morning, they may well improve during the day. 

Therefore, it is usually better to send them to the Academy and we can provide a quiet working area 

until they feel able to re-join their classes. 

● We also provide ‘stationary’ areas for students to work in should mobility be an issue so that they do 

not have to move around the Academy. We would also allow students to leave lessons early to avoid 

crowds should they have an injury. 

● We have several First Aiders at Forge that can assess their condition and, with your authorisation, 

administer medication should they feel unwell after arriving at the Academy. 

● We also have mentoring support for any students who have been absent due to upset from a 

bereavement or other personal circumstances. 

● Progress Year Leaders, Assistant Progress Year Leaders and Pastoral Leaders are always willing to 

support students and therefore should they have any problems or issues that may prevent your child 

from wanting to attend, please contact Forge immediately so that these problems or issues can be 

resolved. 

 

We place great importance on attendance at Ormiston Forge Academy and its link to attainment. We expect 

all of our students to reach an attendance percentage of at least 97%. 

We have a strong network of staff and I am sure you will agree that whatever problem your child may 

encounter, there is support available to ensure regular attendance to the Academy. 

 
Friends of Forge  
 
Friends of Forge (PTA) held their first event on Friday 6th December with the Winter Wonder Fayre. This was a 
resounding success with over 70 stalls, including refreshments, bouncy castle and Santa’s grotto. We will let 
you know how much money was raised; all proceeds have gone to Friends of Ormiston Forge Academy to 
provide additional resources for the Academy.  
 
We’ve registered with Easyfundraising and we need your help! Easyfundraising is a great website where you 
can help Friends of Ormiston Forge Academy raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping with 
over 4,000 big name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden and M&S. 
 
Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and it’s completely free! We want to raise 
as much as possible so please sign up and help us at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/foforge/ 
We are always looking for new members; if you are interested in being involved, please contact Vicki Burns at 
teamfriendsofforge@oatforge.co.uk  
 
Dates for the meetings in the New Year, these are as follows: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/foforge/


Thursday 24th January 4 pm 
Thursday 12th March 4 pm 
 
  
Careers  
 
Academy Careers Advisor is Bev Evans and she can be contacted via email at the following address: 
beverley.evans@oatforge.co.uk  
 
Final date for finding a work experience placement for year 10 students is fast approaching. If you have been 
unable to secure a placement please see Mrs Benson, Miss Howard or Bev Evans ASAP. 
 
Thirty students in year 10 visited the World Skills show at the NEC last month and were able to gain lots of 
information from different employers and training providers. 
 
Fifteen students in year 7 students visited ‘Cradley Brick’ a specialised brick company in Cradley Heath and got 
to design their own bricks. Students were given a tour of the company and were shown how the bricks were 
made. Some of the bricks are highly specialised and are used in the construction of buildings all over the UK. 
Year 11 Careers interviews are well under way. If any parent/carer wishes to speak to me then please contact 
the Academy. 
 
 
Standards and Expectations  
As stated in the Academy dress code, nails and nail varnish should be discreet and should not prevent students 
from participating in practical subjects such as technology and PE. Nose studs and visible facial piercings are 
not permitted.  
 
It is really pleasing to see the vast majority of students fully equipped and in full uniform and ready to learn. 
Please work with us to maintain these high standards; students are expected in full uniform with a pencil case, 
pen, pencil and ruler as a minimum. 
 
A reminder that both fizzy drinks and energy drinks are not allowed in the Academy. Furthermore, mobile 
phones should not be seen or heard in lessons. 
 
 
Equipment - Books  
In order to support students in developing the reading skills which underpin all areas of the curriculum, 
students in years 7 and 8 participate in ERIC (Everyone Reads In Class) every day.  All students in years 7 and 8 
are expected to have a reading book as part of their equipment. 
 
 
Safeguarding  
The Christmas period can be a very stressful time of the year. Please find detailed information regarding 
support agencies. 
https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/locations/ 
https://ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk/safeguarding/support-services 
 
 
 

 
** Useful Contact Numbers **  

mailto:beverley.evans@oatforge.co.uk
https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/locations/
https://ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk/safeguarding/support-services


MASH - SPOC : 0121 569 3100 (Safeguarding 
referral) 

Oldbury Community Operating Group: 0121 569 
7295 

Local Authority Prevent Team: 0121 569 2252 Wednesbury Community Operating Group: 0121 
569 7294 

Rowley Community Operating Group: 0121 569 
7296 

West Bromwich Community Operating Group: 0121 
569 7293 

Smethwick Community Operating Group: 0121 569 
7297 
 

Tipton Community Operating Group: 0121 569 7291 

 
Kooth - https://www.kooth.com/  
Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ - 0800 1111 
NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ - 0800 1111 
CEOP - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/  
 
 
Thank you again for your continued support.  
 
 
Dr L Mason 
Principal 
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