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I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Ormiston Forge 
Academy. I am extremely 
proud to be the Principal of a 
school that has the ethos of 
helping young people become 
the best versions  
of themselves.

We have high expectations and clear 
routines to promote a professional 
environment in which students  
can thrive.

The environment is also nurturing 
and encouraging; providing a 
calm and purposeful atmosphere. 
Through our core values of 
resilience, aspiration and respect  
we promote a can-do culture.  
Our mission is to ensure all of our 
students leave us with the necessary 
skills and qualifications to take the 
next best steps in life.

This newsletter offers a snapshot of 
the array of enrichment activities on 
offer to students; we like to foster 
their interests, as well as providing 
new experiences and opportunities. 
Our students achieve their full 
potential in all areas of school life; 
this happens everyday and you will 
be able to see this by following our 
various social media channels.

Positive relationships with staff 
are key to our success, they 
create togetherness and trust. We 
know students learn best when 
relationships are good. Our young 
people are at the heart of everything 
we do; they are at the centre of our 
Forge family.

Enjoy reading about us.

Dr Lisa Mason 
Principal

Forge student Rhys has been 
doing Karate since he was 
five. He got his black belt 
in September 2017 when 
he was 10. Last year at the 
WUKF World Championships 
in Dundee he won gold with 
his team in Kata, bronze in 
individual fighting and bronze 
in team fighting, making him a 
World Champion.
Twenty-three countries attended the 
8th WUKF World Championships in 
Bratislava, Slovakia in June; there were 
2,600 competitors, and Rhys was there 
with his association All-Styles Karate 
Alliance GB. They are based at the Delph 
Road Industrial Estate in Brierley Hill, 
where Rhys is an A-Squad GB member. 
Rhys broke his toe the day before the 
competition so couldn’t really compete to 
the best of his abilities, but he STILL got 
bronze in his team Kata category. Now 
that’s resilience!
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FAME JNR SUMMER 2019

WELCOME

Our performing arts 
students packed 
Netherton Arts 
Centre several times 
over with incredible 
performances of this 
year’s summer show: 
Fame Jnr.



Harry plays his club cricket for 
Stourbridge Cricket Club and plays for 
a range of age groups from U12s to 
U15s. He has recently made his debut 
for the adult Saturday fourth team.

He was recently awarded 
Worcestershire County Cricket Club 
U11s Most Valuable Player of the 
Season. He is now in the U12s county 
team and has been invited to play with 
the Academy side, which are mainly 
14, 15 and 16-year-olds. He recently 
played his first game for the Academy 
vs Cheshire.

Perhaps one day we’ll see Harry 
play for Worcestershire Rapids or 
the Birmingham Bears… or England. 
Howzat!

FIVE STAR FOOD
Congratulations to staff in our canteen 
for getting the best possible food hygiene 
ratings after an inspection from the Food 
Standards Agency.

Our Educaterers-run facility got a rating 
of five (out of five), which means that 
everything at the eatery is in tip-top 
condition.

Q1. What would you have been if you 
hadn’t become a teacher?

I had always planned on going into law 
and being a criminal lawyer. However, 
my love for literature eventually got the 
better of me and I knew that a career in 
teaching was the only one for me. I’ve 
never looked back!

Q2. Do you have a favourite sporting 
team?

Ultimately, I am compelled to say that 
WBA is my team of choice (for my sins!!) 
My husband and son are huge fans and 
so I wouldn’t be forgiven if I didn’t say 
that they were my favourite #COYB. 
However, my son plays for Wordsley 
Wasps and seeing them win the league 
this year (with some children from Forge) 
was incredible so I have to say that they 
are also my favourite team.

Q3. Funniest moment in education?

It would have to be when I had just set my 
year 11 class off with a mock examination 
(having stressed how serious and 
important it was) to then attempt to sit 
down in my chair. The chair wasn’t where 
I expected it to be and I landed on the 
floor - head over heels, dignity in tatters.

Q4. Favourite holiday?

I know I should probably say somewhere 
hot and exotic but the truth is that my 
favourite holiday destination is Ireland 
(I’m there now as I write this!) I’m 
happiest when I’m surrounded by my 
family.

Q5. Where did you go to university?

I went to Newman University in 
Birmingham to complete my English 
Literature and Education BA Honours 
degree. I loved every second of it and  
met my best friends there too!

Ormiston Academies Trust 
(OAT), which sponsors 
Ormiston Forge Academy, 
launched a competition on 
the theme of ‘Staying Safe on 
the Internet’ and invited all 
Academies across the OAT 
network to submit a creative 
and inspiring short animated 
film to help spread awareness 
of e-safety to young people.

A panel of experts and competition 
sponsors met to view and judge all 
the shortlisted entries and came to a 
unanimous decision. Ormiston Forge 
Academy came joint first for their video 
Cyber Bullying: e-Safety Superhero 
by Dexta, year 9. In a clean sweep, the 
second place also went to Forge for their 
video 13th Birthday – Be Internet Smart 
by Morgan, year 9.

HOWZAT FOR A 
YEAR 7 CRICKETER!
Students at Forge play a diverse range of sport and 
we’d like to celebrate Harry in year 7, who is clearly  
a prodigious cricketing talent.

QUICK QUESTIONS WITH  
SARAH CUNNINGHAM-SMITH  
OUR NEW VICE PRINCIPAL

FORGE STUDENTS LEAD THE 
WAY ON SHARING ON E-SAFETY

Principal, Lisa Mason said,  
“These achievements don’t happen 
overnight, they are the result of deeply 
committed staff and rigorous, lengthy 
processes. They are motivated not just 
by our students but by students right 
across Sandwell and you’ll note that 
all three reach out into the community 
and positively affect all children, not 
just Forge children.

“I’m incredibly proud to lead a 
school that shines as brightly 
as ours does, isn’t afraid to 
dirty hands and tries to develop 
stronger, more sustainable 
networks that will create a  
better future for children.”

The hard work of students and 
staff at Ormiston Forge Academy 
continues to be recognised. Just 
this academic year the Cradley 
Heath Academy has been awarded 
the Well-Being Charter Mark, the 
gold award for the Sandwell Early 
Help Partnership and become 
the lead Sandwell school for the 
Black Country Careers Hub.

MORE 
COMMUNITY 
ACCOLADES 
FOR FORGE

FORGE 
ANNOUNCES 
FOOTBALL SHIRT 
SPONSOR
Ormiston Forge Academy is delighted 
to announce a new football shirt 
sponsorship with paint technology 
company, Reiter of Wolverhampton.

The deal, which will see match shirts 
carry the sponsor logo, is already up 
and running and Forge students wore 
the shirts with pride on a recent tour to 
Holland.

Shirts have been provided for every year 
group and both male and female football 
teams. The shirts will be used for fixtures 
throughout the year.

General Manager at Reiter, Ivan Roberts 
said: “It is an absolute pleasure to be 
sponsoring Ormiston Forge Academy; 
providing an opportunity and supporting 
the local community. I wish the best of 
success for the students and hope this 
has a real, positive impact.“


