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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Paul Donegan  
Solicitor Advocate 
 
Queen Mary College (University of London) LLB (Hons) Law 1998 - 2001 
College of Law, London, Certificate in Legal Practice  2002 – 2003 
Trainee Solicitor, Tuckers 2003 - 2005 
Solicitor and Solicitor Advocate, Taylor Haldane Barlex LLP 2005 - 2019 
Higher Courts Advocate, Public Defender Service 2019 -  
 

Expertise 
 
Since qualifying as a solicitor in 2005, Paul’s career has progressed rapidly. He began working as a busy 
duty solicitor in the police station and magistrates’ courts and quickly began conducting summary 
trials.  
 
He qualified as a Higher Courts Advocate in 2010 and began conducting jury trials very shortly 
thereafter. He has since built a solid Crown Court practice defending clients facing the full range of 
criminal offences. He has also appeared in Court Martial Centres and the Court of Appeal.  
 
Paul now regular conducts jury trials, successfully representing defendants charged with a wide array 
of criminal matters, including but not limited to serious sexual offences and serious violent offences. 
 
Paul regularly defends very young, very old and vulnerable defendants. He is experienced in dealing 
with issues that arise from defending those with mental health problems and is experienced in both 
the law and the practicalities in respect of fitness to plead and stand trial.  
 

 
 

 Notable Cases 
 
Set out below is a selection of cases in which Paul Donegan has been involved, but it should not be 
regarded as exhaustive.  
 
 

Serious Sexual Offences 
 

R v O (2019) Defendant was charged with rape. The case presented significant challenges and involved 
the instruction of a number of experts to assess the defendant’s mental health and to challenge the 
prosecution’s DNA evidence.   
 
R v S (2017) Defendant was charged with historical allegations dating back to the 1970s 
 
R v M (2016) Defendant was charged with raping his partner in a domestic context.  
 
R v J (2018) Defendant was charged with rape. The case involved a number of complex elements 
including the capacity of the complainant to consent and the relevance of the mental health conditions 
of the complainant.  
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R v F (2017) The defendant was alleged to have sexually assaulted his daughter. A tactically difficult 
case as the family was split between witnesses for the prosecution and the defence. 
 
Paul has dealt with dozens of cases involving possession of, making and distribution of indecent images 
and is familiar with the common defences arising.  
 
 

Serious Violence 

 

R v C (2018) The defendant was alleged to have stabbed two unarmed youths with a hunting knife in a 

planned attack causing serious injuries. 

 

 

R v G (2018) The defendant, with another, was alleged to have stabbed an unarmed youth causing life 

threatening injuries.  

 

R v B (2019) The defendant had significant learning difficulties. He was alleged to have struck a care 

worker to the head with a bottle. Notwithstanding his many convictions in the magistrates’ court, the 

defendant was determined to be unfit to stand trial.  

 

 

R v L (2018) The defendant, a youth, was alleged to have stabbed his mother’s partner causing life 

threatening injuries. In the context of significant domestic abuse of the defendant’s siblings and 

mother, the defendant was sentenced to a non- custodial penalty.  

 

R v S (2016) The defendant was charged with a range of offences including attempted murder, 

aggravated burglary and firearms offences arising out of a shooting at a mansion.  

 

R v U (2018) The defendant was said to be in possession of two discrete firearms. The case required 

the instruction of DNA experts including a specialist in statistical analysis of mixed profiles. 

 

Fraud 
 

R v G (2018) The defendant, aged 78, was alleged to have defrauded friends by persuading them to 

invest in non-existent schemes. She was shown to be unfit to plead on account of Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

R v A (2015) The defendant was alleged to have fraudulently sold motor vehicles by clocking 

odometers.  
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Drugs 
 

R v R (2018) The defendant was said to have kidnapped a male in respect of a drugs debt. The male 

went on to be falsely imprisoned and tortured resulting in serious bodily harm.  

 

R v S (2018) The defendant was charged with possession with intent to supply class A drugs following 

arrests of a number of individuals in connection with ‘County Lines’ drug operations. The defendant 

was shown to be a victim of modern slavery.  
 

 

General Crime 

 
Paul has been involved in very many cases involving foreign nationals arriving at airports and ports 

with no documents or fraudulent documents. He is familiar with and has successfully applied Section 

31 Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 in appropriate cases.  

 

 
 

Robin Driscoll, Senior Clerk 
Public Defender Service 
Ground Floor 
102 Petty France  
London   
SW1H 9AJ 
DX: 328 London 

Inquiries to Robin Driscoll, Senior Clerk 
Telephone:   020 3334 4253 
Mobile:   07468 709022    
Email:    pdsclerks@justice.gov.uk  
Website:   http://publicdefenderservice.org.uk 
 

 
Offices in Cardiff, Swansea, Pontypridd, Cheltenham, Darlington & London. 
Available to meet solicitors and clients at any convenient location. 
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