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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Emma Nott  
Called 1995 – Gray’s Inn 
MA (Cantab) 
Selwyn College, Cambridge University – BA Hons. Classics and Law 1994 
 

Expertise 
 
Particular expertise in cross-examining children and mentally vulnerable witnesses in the context of 
serious sexual allegations and historic allegations including ‘recovered memory cases’.  Advises 
Government re criminal policy; has directly advised Lord Chancellor ahead of Committee debate. 
 
Conducts complex, lengthy matters of dishonesty, including under VHCC regime, and as Leading Junior. 
 
Considerable Appellate experience; numerous reported cases reflect breadth of practice and willingness 
to challenge the status quo.  Regularly advises Criminal Cases Review Commission. 
 

Practice in recent years has comprised economic crime, organised crime, serious sexual crime and 
violence.   Delivers CPD-accredited lectures to stakeholders and statutory bodies on behalf of the MoJ. 
 

Chair of Police Misconduct Panels for Avon and Somerset, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire PCCs. 
 
Employed Bar Representative on Bar Council Equality, Diversity and Social Mobility Committee 
 

Notable Cases 
 
Set out below is a selection of recent cases: 
 

ECONOMIC CRIME 

 
R v L Swansea CC [2016] 
Benefit Fraud trial; acquitted. 
 
R v F Bristol CC [2014-2015] 
Contested, protracted and complex POCA proceedings after first ‘Pyramid Scheme’ conviction under the 
Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008. VHCC. 
 
R v G Gloucester CC [2015] 
Benefit Fraud trial; acquitted. 
 
R v. M and Others Central CC [2012-13] 
Conspiracy to steal gold bullion valued at 1 million pounds sterling; money laundering. 
 
R v P Inner London CC [2012] 
Carer alleged to have stolen thousands of pounds from an elderly care home resident with dementia. 
Acquitted. 
 
R v H and Others Snaresbrook CC [2009 - 2010] 
Leading Junior in largest counterfeiting conspiracy uncovered in the UK, involving several million pounds 
worth of high quality counterfeit €50 notes. 
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SERIOUS SEX  

 
R v F Coventry CC [2017] 
University student accused of raping fellow student after allegedly kidnapping and falsely imprisoning 
her, having met her in a nightclub.  Invited judge to remind jury of its common-law power to acquit at 
any time after close of Crown case.  Judge so reminded jury; jury acquitted client immediately thereafter. 
 
R v W Swansea CC [2017] 
Autistic adult defendant accused of historical rape and sexual assault of a child under 13 said to have 
occurred when he was aged 15.  Client unfit to plead due to lifelong pervasive developmental disorder.  
After a two-day contested determination, the jury found that the acts had not been committed. 
 
R v C Birmingham CC [2017] 
Male teaching assistant and nursery worker who admitted to raping one child who he had groomed 
through the internet, posing as a 15 year-old girl, and to offences against 17 other boys from whom he 
obtained sexual photographs, with which he then sought to blackmail them into sexual activity with him. 
 
R v V and Others Warwick CC [2017] 
Gang-rape of a young Polish woman by three Romanian men.  Convicted after re-trial. 
 
R v S Birmingham CC [2017] 
British Indian man accused of perverting the course of justice, assaults on and threats to kill wife and 
assault of and cruelty towards step-daughter in a complex case requiring investigations to be carried out 
by the defence in India.  Convicted of perverting; acquitted of all other counts. 
 
R v H Merthyr Tydfil CC [2016] 
Trial of man accused of falsely imprisoning and repeatedly raping his ex-girlfriend over a 72 hour period 
immediately upon release from custody and in breach of restraining order.  Acquitted. 
 
R v Hill Bristol CC [2016] 
Led by QC in two-week trial of man accused of raping child family members and children of neighbours 
over a thirty-year period.  Convicted.  
 
R v F Swansea CC [2016] 
Trial of businessman accused of raping his girlfriend during campaign of domestic violence. Acquitted. 
 
R v E Manchester Minshull Street CC [2016] 
Historical child sexual abuse trial.  74 year-old defendant alleged to have repeatedly indecently assaulted 
his two nieces when baby-sitting for them in 2001-2003.  Acquitted. 
 
R v W Gloucester CC [2016]   
Curious case of a 22 year-old woman who allegedly sexually assaulted by penetration the 6 year-old 
daughter of a couple she had met through a “swingers” website.  Acquitted. 
 
R v P Gloucester CC [2016] 
Historical child abuse trial.  Allegations dating back to the late 1980s when it was alleged the defendant 
had repeatedly sexually abused his step-daughter aged 7-9 years at the time.  Acquitted. 
 
R v M Swansea CC [2015] 
Rape trial. Builder accused of raping a pregnant woman after he had consumed copious amounts of 
cocaine and alcohol.  Acquitted. 
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R v S Gloucester CC [2015] 
Trial of a young man accused of repeatedly sexually abusing his 7 year-old niece over 2-3 year period.  
Acquitted of multiple incident and penetration counts; convicted of non-penetrative sexual assault on 
one specific occasion. 
 
R v W Manchester Minshull Street CC [2015] 
Multi-count indictment alleging violent rapes of ex-partner, including allegations of wounding with 
intent by slashing genitalia with a razor blade.  Acquitted. 
 
R v C Hereford CC [2015] 
Historical allegations of rape and indecent assault made by step-son, step-granddaughter and step-
grandson of the defendant.  Said to have occurred over a 25 year period.  Acquitted after 2 week trial. 
 
R v W Wolverhampton CC [2015] 
Historical allegations against 75 year-old defendant of indecent assault of a 9 year-old boy in the early 
1980s; complainant was an ex-police officer.  Acquitted. 
 
R v W Gloucester CC [2015] 
Violent attempted “stranger” rape of young woman walking home late at night in Cheltenham.  She was 
a martial arts expert who successfully fought off her attacker.  Convicted of sexual assault. 
 
R v S Wood Green CC [2015] 
Historical sexual abuse of two half-sisters in the 1970s. Matter complicated by recent serious head injury 
suffered by D, apparently causing significant memory loss. 

R v B Manchester CC [2015] 
Multi-count rape of a child trial – historical allegations against step-father.  Acquitted. 
 
R v P Gloucester CC [2015] 
Sexual assault of a child under 13 trial.  D assaulted 7 year-old daughter of friends in the family home. 
 
R v J Warwick CC [2014] 
Three-week multi-complainant and multi-count sexual assault trial; College lecturer alleged to have 
sexually assaulted five of his students over a number of years. 
 

SERIOUS VIOLENCE 

 
R v P Wolverhampton CC [2017] 
Wounding with intent: defendant stabbed another man in stomach.  Issue was self-defence.  Acquitted. 
 
R v M Birmingham CC [2016] 
Attempted murder: victim stabbed multiple times in revenge attack.  Issue was identification.  Acquitted. 
 
R v K Norwich CC [2015] 
Gang related.  Defendant charged with s.46 Serious Crime Act 2007 offence – encouraging/assisting an 
offender to commit an indictable offence namely attempted murder.  Acquitted on first day of trial after 
legal argument as to hearsay, bad character and the integrity of the identification procedure. 
 
R v M Birmingham CC [2015] 
Defendant charged with inflicting grievous bodily harm with intent.  Had relevant previous convictions 
that would have meant a mandatory life-sentence upon conviction.  Acquitted after service of legal 
argument attacking the integrity of the identification procedure. 
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R v B Bristol CC [2015] 
Junior counsel in murder trial of man who beat his neighbour to death with a hockey stick.  Matter went 
to trial after Crown refused plea to unlawful act manslaughter.   Acquitted of murder and convicted of 
unlawful act manslaughter. 
 
R v O Gloucester CC [2015] 
59 year-old man accused of attempted murder after luring his estranged wife to a disused lock-up and 
attempting to strangle her.  Acquitted of attempted murder; convicted of attempting to inflict grievous 
bodily harm in the alternative.  
 
R v D Portsmouth CC [2015] 
Defendant hit a man over the back of the head with a glass bottle during an argument, causing a wound 
requiring stitching, and scarring.  Acquitted of section 18, convicted of s.20 in the alternative. 
 

Reported Cases 
 
R v Hancox [2010] 1 WLR 1434 
Guideline case on imposition and operation of Serious Crime Prevention Orders under the Serious Crimes 
Act 2007. 
 

R v Malone [2006] All E R (D) 321 
Having been led by Queen’s Counsel at trial, acted alone in Court of Appeal.  Issue was the admissibility 
of the defendant’s bad character (other than previous convictions) pursuant to s.98 CJA 2003; judicial 
discretion in admitting evidence of previous forgery in the trial of the defendant for murdering his wife. 
 
R v Shino Garaxo [2005] Crim LR 883 
Admissibility of previous complaints in sexual assault. Conviction quashed. 
 
R v Martin [2003] All ER (D) 327 (Feb) 
Fraudulent money transfer, obtaining by deception; successful appeal against sentence. 
 

R v Wood [2002] All ER (D) 08 (Apr) 
Judicial direction as to dishonesty; unreasonable belief may be an honest one. 
 
Walsh & Etherington v HM Customs & Excise [2001] Crim LR DC 
Civil asset detention and forfeiture.  Appeal allowed. 
 

R v Diallo [2000] 1 Crim App R (S) 426 
Sentencing for Indecent assault. 
 

Contact Details 
 

Robin Driscoll, Senior Clerk 
Public Defender Service Advocacy Unit 
Business Suite, Ground Floor 
102 Petty France  
London   
SW1H 9AJ 
DX: 328 London 

Inquiries to Robin Driscoll, Senior Clerk 
Telephone:   020 3334 4253 
Mobile:   07468 709022    
Email:    pdsclerks@justice.gsi.gov.uk  
Website:   http://publicdefenderservice.org.uk 
 

 

Offices in Cardiff, Swansea, Pontypridd, Cheltenham, Darlington & London. 
Available to meet solicitors and clients at any convenient location. 
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