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Editorial
This is my first year editing the Celebration News so first of all I want to say
thank you to Paul Linford who has edited the newsletter in previous years.
As you will read it’s been a very busy year for Pottery Primary School and I
want to thank all the staff and pupils who have taken the time to contribute to
the newsletter.
Sometimes you can forget the things you have done so I hope this newsletter is
able to bring back pleasant memories of what you have all achieved.
Philip Sellors, Co-opted Governor

From the Headteacher
It has been another successful year and I am always thankful
that we have a staff here who strive to ensure that aspirations
and expectations are high for our children and we work as a team
to ensure that they become active, responsible, resilient and
caring members of not only the school but of the local
community. We were thrilled this year to receive the ‘Best
School Award’ following our visit to the Whistlestop Centre; it
is just one example of our children transferring their active listening and love of
learning within school to outside of school.
This year we have had more juniors than ever volunteer for roles of responsibility
in supporting their peers: buddy readers, school councillors, digital leaders,
monitors (undertaking lunchtime duties), class ambassadors, maths buddies ….
The list is endless and reflects the responsible, caring nature of the children we
have that make us very proud to be part of the ‘Pottery Community.’
We are in our second year of being part of the ‘Belper Schools Collaboration’ with:
Ambergate Primary, Belper School, Herbert Strutt Primary, Long Row Primary,
Milford Primary and St John’s C of E Primary. We continue to be all rated as ‘good’
schools by Ofsted. We have once again collaborated by holding joint training
events and by staff sharing good practice across the cluster. You can read more
about the BCC – Belper Cluster Collaboration on our website.

I would like to thank everyone for their continued support, particularly in light of
our major 85 week ‘New Build Project.’ We are now over 11 months in and are very
excited about taking ownership of new classrooms, a computing suite and staff
room during the autumn term.
Finally I would like to say that school would not be the wonderful place it is to
work at and learn in, were it not for the tireless work of our Staff, Governors,
Parents, our PSA and of course our fabulous children. I always feel very privileged
to work here.
Gill Hutton – Headteacher

From the Chair of Governors
This year has once again been very successful for everyone at
Pottery School especially given the challenges of the new build.
Staff, children and parent’s alike have adapted admirably and
demonstrated excellent resilience to deal with the everchanging landscape.
I visit within school hours as often as I can to maintain and
further build relationships with everyone at school. This
enables me to see the hard work of the staff and interaction
of the children first hand. For someone without an educational
background I find these visits so inspiring. I feel so proud to see the children so
eager to learn and the staff always giving their all to every lesson.
Our Head Teacher, Gill Hutton, has worked effectively again with the Board of
Governors and the Senior Leadership Team. She has also forged stronger links
with the Belper Schools Collaboration to the benefit of all schools locally. Each
year our school budget, in real terms has reduced and the work undertaken by
Gill and the Resources Committee has once again resulted in a balanced budget.
I would also like to thank the PSA once again for their continued hard work with
the different fund-raising events run over the year. We still have only a few
dedicated parents that give a vast amount of their spare time in organising these
events and the results are phenomenal. Please do volunteer, even if it is for only
one event if you have any free time, the children benefit so much from the groups
work and it would be shame to lose this.

This year has been business as usual for the Board of Governors. A few changes
have been seen within the Board with farewells to Julian Hodgson and Paul Linford
at the end of last year. This year we have welcomed onto the Board three new
faces – Rachel Pecz, Parent Governor, Phillip Sellors and Sean Garrity, Co-opted
Governors; they have settled well into their new roles and have already become
invaluable members of the Board.
On the first day of the school year, we adopted the new start and finish times
for each year group to enable a steady flow of parents and children around the
school created by the commencement of the new build. After a couple of bedding
in days, this process has worked well all year and it is hoped that at some stage
next year the school can revert to old start and finish times. Mrs Hutton will
keep everybody updated on this as and when it is felt safe enough re-implement
this. The new build is coming along nicely and has been kept on schedule all year.
Lastly, all that is left for me to say is I hope you have a fabulous summer holiday
and good luck to year 6 children starting their new adventure in September.
Jane Bate - Chair of Governors.

Reception Classes - Mr Boardman and Mr Chuck

This year in Reception we have had an amazing time learning and exploring
through play. We have been very busy doing lots of new things and having lots of
fun. Here is a selection of some of the activities and adventures we have been
on.
Angel Express – Our Christmas Production
Over Christmas the
children performed
their Christmas play
“Angel Express”. They
all did very well to
learn all of the songs,
dances and lines that
they had to say.
everyone had a great
time and the adults
that came to watch
could join in because
the children had sung
the songs so much at home.
Exploring Our World
This year one of the biggest things we have done in Reception is to start our own
Forest School. The children have all had the opportunity to explore the natural
world around them and learn about how to look after the outdoors. They also
explored the magical creatures that might live there.

We have also had some interesting
visitors that included some chicken
and eggs. We looked after the eggs
until they hatched, we had to be very

patient as it took 21 days. We then looked after the chicks, gave them names and
even had our pictures taken with them.

Not only have we learned lots through all of our lessons and exploration this year
but we have also found the time to bake bread. We measured and mixed the
ingredients then had to use our muscles to knead the dough. We then went to see
Mrs Marriott in the kitchen to learn about the ovens and see our bread cooking.
After what seemed like a very long wait our fresh bread was delivered to the
classroom and we ate it with a little bit of butter or some jam.

Whistlestop Centre
We visited the
Whistlestop Centre which
is run by the Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust in Matlock
Bath. We walked to Belper
to catch the train and
talked about all of the
things we needed to do in order to keep safe on the roads and by the railway
lines.

When we got there we
followed a trail based on
the Owl Babies story. We
had to follow the
feathers to find all of
the Owls. We used our
noses to make a smelly
potion, our ears to hear all of the sounds in the woods, our eyes to spot
different coloured worms and our fingers to feel what the different tress felt
like. We then ate our
lunch by the pond and
talked about the
different creatures
that might live in there.
After lunch we made
shelters for fairies and
came up with our own story about why the fairy houses had been broken. After
a tiring train ride home we met our adults at the train station. What a great
day!
We have had loads of fun in reception this year and we are ready to start our
journey to year 1 and show them what we have learned.

Year 1/2: Classes of Mrs Roberts/Mrs Hawkins, Miss Dale and Miss Bradley

A Pirate’s Life For Me!
For our pirate topic we had a special pirate day where we dressed up and played
lots of pirate themed games. We baked some biscuits and made fruit jelly for our
pirate party in the afternoon.

Chatsworth Nativity

In December we visited Chatsworth to
take part in a special nativity. We all
dressed up as characters from the
Christmas story and performed in a
stable. During the performance we
played instruments and sang songs.
Mary and Joseph even arrived with a
real donkey. We also looked at the
animal in the farm and had fun making
sparkly Christmas decorations using
lots of glitter. Everyone got to cuddle
a guinea pig, they were really cute.

Christmas around the World
Our Christmas production explored Christmas celebrations and traditions around
the world. We discovered that in China they make lanterns and pretty paper
flower chains. In America they have candy canes to represent “J” is for Jesus as
well as the shape of a shepherd’s hook. In Australia they have a barbeque in the
hot sun whilst spending the day surfing or at the beach. Malawi create
instruments and clothing as gifts for the baby Jesus. Poland enjoy a large feast
on Christmas Eve and watch the night sky to see the first star appear, which they
name Gwiazdka. In Ireland, they light candles to light the path for visitors and
travellers.

Warburtons
Warburtons visited us for the morning and we had the chance to bake our very own
loaf of bread! First, we discovered the history of Warburtons and where their bakery
started. Next, we investigated Warburtons today and how they produce bread on such
a large scale. Finally, we had the chance to make our own loaves of bread in the shape
of a hedgehog. We had to knead the dough and then shape in to a ball. We pinched the
front for a nose and used scissors to cut prickles on the top. To finish we added 2
raisins for eyes and then baked until golden. They tasted delicious!

When Florence came to visit
This year in our ‘Famous Five’ topic we learned all about Florence Nightingale. We
had a special visitor come into school who taught us all about hospitals of the past
and how they were changed by Florence. We had to write letters in ink with a
special pen. It was really tricky to make our writing neat. We looked at artefacts
and objects Florence would have used and created a hospital in our classroom. It
was hard to treat all the soldiers!

Year 3/4: Classes of Mrs Kanigowski, Mrs Locker/Mrs Hodgins and Miss
Slack

In The Autumn term, our topic was ‘Under Attack!’ which
focused on the Romans, Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. We had
the Roman Soldiers in for the day to do some workshops
with us and help us imagine what life was like in those times.
We learnt about the clothes that Romans wore, all about
Roman life, and about the tactics they used in battle, we
even had our very own battle!
We also visited Poole’s cavern during this term where we had a guided tour where
we saw lots of different rock formations and in the afternoon, we
walked up to Solomon’s temple.
Later in the half term, as part of our topic, we
made Viking brooches using clay to make and we
used slip (liquid clay) to make sure our added
details were stuck securely. We then painted
the brooches with bronze paint to make them
look authentic and tried them on!
The second part of the Autumn term was ‘The spirit of Christmas’ which is always
busy! We looked at fireworks and the safety around fireworks, we looked at
remembrance and made poppies to remember those who fought and did the story
of Babushka.
Next was Enterprise week, this year we decided to make
Christmas creams. We started by doing some market research
to find out what the most popular flavour would be, what shape
they prefer and if they wanted chocolate or not. We then
worked in groups to design and make the creams, following the
research. After this, we constructed 3D boxes and wrapped
them in cellophane to make them look pretty. We designed labels
in ICT and then sold them at the Winter fair. It was a great
week!

During the Spring term we had a reading café where the
children brought their favourite books in and took part
in learning about different genres, sharing their
favourite books with each other, performing poetry and
had a few nibbles. We had a great morning and got to
share lots of great books!

This year as part of our ‘Safety week’ we decided to do
the ‘Crashed vehicle project’. In groups our task was to
design a car that could withstand a crash, based on the
understanding of the crumple zones. As part of a fair
test, we crashed a wooden vehicle into our cars and then
evaluated where the damage was and then tried to
strengthen it as we made the second car. We learnt a
lot during this week and really enjoyed making the cars
and carrying out the experiment!
We also had Art week during the Spring Term. This year Y3/4
were asked to focus on 3D art, based on the story of Hansel and
Gretel. We used an overlapping technique to put
together all of the different parts – i.e. trees,
the house, the characters, and then put these all
together at the end of the week. We invited
parents to come and look at our work on the
Friday. One parent commented, ‘what a talented
bunch of artists you all are!’

In March, it was ‘World Book Day’ where we dressed up as our favourite
characters and shared our favourite book. We also did some fun reading activities
during the morning.

As part of our ‘Science day’, each of the Y3/4
teachers set up a few different experiments and then
each class rotated round throughout the day so they
took part in each experiment. As part of this, we
looked at how insulation can keep things hot and cold
and we tried different materials to see which would
be the best insulator. We also did an experiment
based on separating materials. Mrs
Locker did an experiment involving floating, sinking and
upthrust. The children made a boat made from materials of
their choice and they tested them at the end of the session.
This was a great day full of exciting experiments!
We were lucky enough to have a Climbing wall come to the Muga
for KS2 for the day, we used our upper body strength to try
and reach the top! All classes had around an hour on the climbing
wall taking part on both sides of it.

Later in the Spring term, we all visited Cadburys world in Birmingham. The
children learnt about the rainforest link with chocolate. We all went in the 4D
cinema experience and were able to take home samples at the end of the day.
This linked with our rainforest topic and Fairtrade, which we continued into the
next term by looking at the book ‘The Great Kapok Tree’.
In the Summer term, we welcomed a visitor named Eve who was
from the Open Centre in Derby, she taught us all about Judaism
and brought in lots of artefacts to help bring the learning alive.
We learnt lots of interesting facts including the meaning of the
Star of David and the importance of the Torah scroll. Did you
know from the age of 13 years old a Jewish boy is classed as an
adult?

In June, the Y3/4 took part in the Sponsored event and
this year we decided to do a Y3/4 Bake off! Our aim was
to make 500+ cookies over the day by working as a team.
You will be pleased to know that we not only met our
target but we exceeded it by making 925! We sold the
leftover cookies at the end of the day and raised lots of
money for school funds!
During Summer 2, we had our Maths day which this year
was based around a story. During the morning, we had lots of questions to solve
based around the story ‘The Centipede’s 100 shoes’ by Tony Ross.
As part of our PE day, each of the Y3/4 teachers had a different activity and
the classes rotated around during the course of the day. They had the chance to
create their own obstacle course, linked to Socceraid,
One of the most noticeable changes to Year 3/4 this year has been the
introduction of TT Rockstars. We have had weekly challenges and have a class
leader board where we recognise those who have been working hard. The children
have made fantastic progress with their times tables this year and we would like
to thank all parents/ carers for the support with this.

Year 5 and 6 - L. Nicholson, A. Illingworth and G. Hartley

Autumn- Cities of Stone

Our first term’s topic was ‘Cities of Stone’, where we looked at London and the
ancient Maya. We started off with a visit to London and had an amazing time at
the Houses of Parliament. We had written persuasive letters to Downing Street
and the week of the trip, school received the call to say our names had been
added to the visiting list! We were all very excited and had to pass through
security to go and stand outside the famous Number 10. Miss Illingworth’s class
were extra lucky as they were invited inside and had the unbelievable
opportunity to sit in the cabinet room; Mrs Baldwin even sat in Winston
Churchill’s chair! We then walked through St James’ Park and along the mall to
try and get a glimpse of the Queen in Buckingham Palace; unfortunately she
wasn’t home. It was a very long day but one we will remember for a very long
time.

Classes standing outside number 10

To launch our Maya topic we had a visit from the only British archaeologist who
specialises in the Maya, Dr Diane Davies, who came and shared with us her
knowledge, experience and artefacts to bring the Maya to Belper.
We had a great day hearing her stories and learning all about the Maya through
a real expert! Later in the week we had Annabelle who came and continued our
work on the Maya through a drama workshop. This time we acted as the Maya
and learnt about daily life.

Having fun looking at the Maya artefacts

Leading up to Christmas, we created light jars for our enterprise projects and
sold them at the Winter fayre. We also took part in the Carol concert and
produced Christmas cards and calendars.

Our light jars

Spring term – Out of this world
Art week
We started the New Year by taking a trip down the rabbit hole with the
amazing story of Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. This inspired our
‘zentangles’ for this year’s art day, which was ‘Once upon a time’.

‘Zentangles’ – inspired by art work
from Alice in Wonderland by Lewis
Carroll.

Book Café
Our topic for spring term was ‘Out of this World’. We had our first book café
based on our space theme and enjoyed learning about space through a range of
reading activities.
Children explore the theme of
space through reading.

Safety week
For safety week this year, the children
Explored safety around the Internet
and the harmful effects of cyber bullying.
We also welcomed the health team into school who
shared facts about smoking and discussed making
healthy choices.
Children learn facts about the
dangers of smoking.

Sports events
Spring was full of sporting fixtures. The year 5 / 6 team came second in the
Amber Valley Dodgeball competition and we held our own intra school Dodgeball
competition.
Amber Valley Schools Partnership
dodgeball competition.

Intra school dodgeball.

The children had an amazing time learning new tricks from the world recordbreaking football freestyler – Dan Magness. It was hard work to master the
skills but great fun.

We tested out our skills alongside
Dan Magness.

The children also tried out their skills at rock climbing and competed against
each other to reach the top.
Rock climbing

The National Space Centre
Year 5 / 6 visit to the
National Space Centre.

DodgebThe National Space Centre was an amazing day out and gave us chance to
explore our learning even further. We had fun exploring the different zones,
being news reporters and looking at the rockets. One of the highlights of the
day was our visit to the planetarium where we learnt all sorts of fascinating
facts about the planets.

Rolls Royce Enterprise Day

Children made a timing device
(right) and their own balloon
powered buggies (left).

We had a great day with apprenticeships from Rolls Royce who explored a range
of science and technology activities.
Spring term would not be complete without Red Nose Day. Once again, we
supported this charity by wearing something red and many of us bought red noses.

Summer Term – What a Wonderful World!
What a busy term it has been. Year 6 had their week of SAT’s, which turned out
to be a great week for our children. Each day was kicked off to a flying start
with a great breakfast prepared by our top chef, Karen and her team. There
were lots of breaks between the tests and there was even time for a picnic on
the MUGA at the end of the week. A big well done to all our Year 6’s!

There was also the Year 6 residential, which this year was to Kingswood near
Doncaster. Although the weather was a bit damp, that didn’t stop the children
having a great time. Activities included; archery, high ropes, bush craft and raft
building - an activity that resulted in a lot of the children and some staff ending
up in the lake. Clearly, it was not wet enough for them! One of the many
highlights was the opportunity of spending time with friends, whether this was
“hanging out” in their dorms or working together to achieve new goals.

Whilst all this was going on, the Year 5’s were enjoying a day of Forest Schools
on our field. And like the Kingswood trip the day was very wet! This didn’t stop
the children though, who were prepared with waterproofs and wellies. They had
lots of fun outside, starting off with a huge game of hide and seek. The rain
held off so they could have a campfire with songs and marshmallows. In the
afternoon, they made hedgehog homes, rope and 3D shapes using sticks.

There was still so much happening this term. At the time of going to press, the
Year 6’s still have their transition days to their respective secondary schools.
This is an opportunity for them to meet their new teachers and fellow
classmates. During their time at the secondary school, they get to grips with
the layout of the buildings and experience lessons. Year 5 children also had the
opportunity to experience secondary school, when they went for a “Taster Day”
at Belper High on June 25th.
The Year 5 children have their visit to The Yorkshire Wildlife Park and the
Year 6 children still have their Prom to look forward to at the end of this term.
Once again, ‘The Lion’ is the venue and children will dress up to join their
classmates for a meal and some dancing. It has even been known to see the
staff joining in for a boogie!
It has been a great year, with so much happening. We wish all our Year 6 the
very best for the future! Don’t forget to come back and visit us.

Digital Leaders
Being a digital leader this year has been great fun and we have been very busy.
It all started in October when we decided that we wanted to become a Digital
Leader…… We filled in an application form to say why we wanted to be a Digital
Leader and why we would be good at it. Lots of people applied and were
interviewed. However, only two from each class could be chosen.
Throughout the year, we have been working on lots of different projects such
as:










Planning and teaching a lesson about online safety and computing for our
classes.
Creating an avatar of ourselves and writing about why we would be a good
Digital Leader.
Making 30-year anniversary posters for the World Wide Web.
Learning how to help teachers troubleshoot problems with their
computers and interactive whiteboards.
Running the ICT suite at lunch times on Thursdays and Fridays for gold
star holders and ensuring e-safety.
Setting challenges for other children in the ICT suite.
Making a list of approved websites that we checked were safe for all
ages.
Investigating why games have age ratings.
Finding out about what is inside a computer

(Emily and Dougie leading a computing lesson)

“It’s been fun coming to the meetings on Wednesdays to do new things on
computers and run the ICT suite on Fridays.”
Emily Aspin 
“I really loved being a Digital Deader
because it was sooooooo fun! My
favourite part was doing a lesson for
our classes because it was a really fun
experience. I also loved making poster
for WWW 30th anniversary.”
Hannah Oxley 
“I really enjoyed being a Digital Leader
because I learned new things like what
is inside a computer and loads of
different facts. We also made 30-year
anniversary poster for WWW. and
created an avatar.”
Igi Duchnowski 
(Hannah and Igi at the end of the lesson they taught)

“It was a really fun experience, where we all learnt loads. Even though I
enjoyed everything, my personal highlights were definitely running a
lesson and the ICT suite on Thursdays.”
Gracie Evans 

“Being a digital leader has been a
really enjoyable experience because
we have the responsibility of
running the ICT suite on Thursdays
and Fridays. In my opinion our most
fun lesson is when we had the
chance to create our own lesson for
the class. I also enjoyed making a
WWW (World Wide Web) poster
about its 30th anniversary.” Isaac
Hirst 

(Isaac and Sophie leading their lesson)

‘We really enjoy being digital
leaders because we get to do lots
of fun activities with computers,
like making a lesson for the class
on online safety. We made a list
of safe online games to give out
and we studied age ratings of

(Eva and Emma leading their lesson)

games and did a presentation to
the class. We have had so much
fun and are looking forward to
helping the next digital leaders.’
Eva Elliott and Emma Ford

‘Being a digital leader in our last year at Pottery was like a dream come
true. We feel like the impossible became possible. This experience was so
amazing and so much fun. All together, we have achieved a lot. We have
DEFINITELY enjoyed running the ICT suite on Thursdays and Fridays. We
would like to give a humongous thank you to Mr Boardman and Miss Adams
for their support over the year.’ Amy Harrison and Vijay Odedra
The current Digital Leaders will be helping to recruit new Digital
Leaders for September 2019; it could be you!

French
Our junior children have an hour a week of French with Madame Mason.
Since the start of the academic year, Years 3 and 4 have been learning about
pets, food and transport in French. This provided many interesting
opportunities. The children have watched the weekly exploits of ‘Boowa and
Kwala,’ learnt finger rhymes and songs and have played a variety of language
games. Children excitedly brought photos of their pets to describe to the
class using French.

As a class, we read the story of ‘La Chenille qui fait des trous.’ By taking a wellknown story and studying it in French, the children were able to draw upon their
knowledge and then participate in and enjoy the story. This story enables
children to look at food, the days of the week and nature.

Ready for their summer holidays, the children have been learning about food.
We have considered typical French breakfast items in comparison to British
foods and talked about which ones they prefer. Perhaps more importantly, they
have learnt how to order a variety of flavours of ice cream in a French café.

Thanks to the ‘Salut’ computer software,
children are able to consolidate their learning
by playing vocabulary games and listening to
songs and stories.

Years 5 and 6 have learnt about free time activities, describing one’s
appearance and café vocabulary. In the first term, children were able to talk
about the activities they find interesting. ‘Wanted’ posters were the
culmination of a term’s study on body and appearance.

Literacy
Reading Café
We have continued to organise Reading Café days for the children to encourage
a ‘love of reading’ and to ask the children to sample books that they may not
normally choose. They all have the opportunity to try out different styles / genres
of books, whilst having a snack. The children take part in a range of activities,
which encourage and promote reading. It is a great fun day.

World Book Day and Literacy Week (4th – 8th March)
This year we welcomed Gareth Baker to ‘inspire a love of reading and writing
stories.’ Gareth shared stories he has written for children and also worked with
each class on writing activities linked to class topics. Gareth brought with him a
whole wealth of great resources and ideas, which really did inspire the children
as both readers and writers.

World Book Day this year was celebrated on Thursday 7th March. Children were
asked to dress as their favourite book characters and bring in their books to go
with their outfits. This year, the children all made a bookmark, which they then
gave to a child from another class when they swapped to share their favourite
books. It was great to see children from across the school talking about their
favourite books to each other.

L Nicholson (Writing coordinator) / K. Roberts (Reading coordinator)

Mathematics
This year saw the launch of Times Tables Rock Stars used within our school.
Children from Year 2-6 all have a username and can create their very own rock
star avatar. This avatar then represents the children while they answer times
tables questions in the quickest time possible. They can play on their own,
against their friends and even play against other children anonymously across
the world! As they get quicker, they are awarded with different rock star
status. Those who can answer questions in less than 1 second, are known as Rock
Heroes and currently we have 31 in school! The feedback from children has been
positive and they have been working hard to achieve their Rock Hero
certificates, which are presented in assembly.

We have continued to encourage children to master concepts within maths and
to continue to develop reasoning (problem solving) skills with teachers creating
opportunities for pupils to apply their knowledge and understanding on a weekly
basis. We have introduced ‘master’s glasses’ which encourage children to explain
their ideas, prove their reasons, use different methods, convince others and
evaluate their methods. These help develop children’s own understanding of
mathematical concepts and master them before moving on.

This year we had a Maths morning to explore Maths through stories’ and each
class chose a book to base their Maths upon. There was a wide range of stories
chosen including : The Centipede’s 100 Shoes, Just a Second, The Great Pet
Sale, George’s Marvellous Medicine, Harry and his Bucket full of Dinosaurs, One
is a Snail and Ten is a Crab and The Lion’s share. The children were then
presented with different mathematical tasks based on the story. These

included calculations, practical tasks, mathematical investigations and Year 6
even solved some algebra! A great morning was had by all, including some Year 6
ambassadors and governors who joined in the fun across the school.

Some of the activities

A. Illingworth, Maths coordinator

Music
We love music across our school, which includes class music lessons, music days,
singing and peripatetic music lessons in guitar, drums, brass and woodwind.
Our Key Stage One enjoyed a whole day of music making during the spring term.
In Key Stage Two, pupils took part in music lessons, which supported their
learning in their topic.
Choir had another busy year, singing at several events in the local community
including Babington Hospital, Heritage Court and Spencer Osmaston Grange.
Our most exciting event this year was The Young Voices concert at Sheffield
Arena. It was hard work learning all the words to the songs but we made it and
thoroughly enjoyed dancing the night away.
Children (and staff!) meet Tony
Hadley from Spandau Ballet before
singing with him during the evening
performance.

Physical Education
PE throughout the school
This year we have worked hard to continue to improve Physical Education
throughout the school.
In the early years, children have the opportunity to develop their basic skills
through physical play and through structured PE lessons. They develop their
confidence and begin to apply skills in dance, gymnastics and games.
Key stage 1 have been coached by a variety of Premier Sport coaches as well as
their class teachers. They have acquired and improved their skills in dance,
gymnastics, athletics and a variety of team games. Lots of children have also
represented the school this year in local competitions such as hand ball and
football.
Key stage 2 have been further developing their skills and learning to apply them
within game situations ready for representing the school in local competitions.
They have also had specialist coaches come in to teach them a specific sport using
their expertise. Year 6 have also enjoyed their 3 day residential at Kingswood.

Competitions
Throughout the year, we have entered into many competitions offered to us which
are run by the Amber Valley School Sports Partnership. The children thoroughly
enjoy taking part in these competitions as it gives them a chance to put skills
learnt during lessons to use and play against
different groups of children within the
Borough.
In the Autumn term, we took some children
from year 2 to Sportshall Athetics where they
competed in standing long jump, chest push and
speed bounce individually and then as a team
took part in obstacle relay, hurdle relay and
flat relay. They worked really well as a team,
it was a great start to the competitions! We also took part in KS1 handball, Y3/4
handball and Y5/6 basketball.

In the Spring term, we took all year groups to a
dodgeball competition, starting with KS1, then
Y3/4 and Y5/6. This was great fun and gave the
children an opportunity to use some different
skills which they’d practised in PE lessons prior
to the competition.

We also entered into the Y3/4 mini tennis in
March, hoping to win again like last year!
Luckily, we had lots of time to practise our
skills during PE lessons and we got through to
the finals at Ecclesbourne School again! Well
done!

During this term, we also took KS2 to the
Cross country event at Eyes Meadow
where we had four children finish within
the first 10 of their race against over 75
children!

In the Summer term, it was a very busy term for PE, with lots of competitions,
PE days and Sports day! We entered into KS1 Football and Y5/6 Swimming Gala
where we came third!

Key Stage 2 Climbing wall
For the first time, we arranged a mobile climbing wall
for KS2 in the Spring term. We thought this’d be a
great opportunity to get all of Key Stage 2 involved in
something different whilst staying active and having
lots of fun. Each class got to spend around an hour on
the climbing wall and have at least 2 goes on the wall.
They all had a great time!

Dan Magness – The football freestyler!
We were lucky enough to have Dan Magness come into
our school and spend a day with us to teach us how to
do some of his tricks in the Spring Term. He spent a
session with each class, giving them some tips and
having a practise. Then he did an assembly for all of
KS2 where he showed us some of his really difficult
tricks! Did you know he holds the world record for
the longest time doing ‘keepy uppies’ without
stopping?! (26 hours!)

PE days
Both KS1 and KS2 had a specific PE day similar to last year where the children
took part in three or more different activities with other teachers in the school
and had the chance to try different things not always experienced in PE lessons.
The infants enjoyed a range of activities which
required a wide range of skills. From parachute
games and yoga to circuits and dance, the
children enjoyed a fun filled active day. Lots of
pupils felt inspired after watching videos of
professional athletes performing their skills, so
they even had a go filming each other using the
iPad.

KS2 organised three activities including creating their own obstacle courses
(linked with Socceraid), orienteering activities and dance/yoga.

Intra-school competitions
Throughout the year, the whole school has taken part in intra-school
competitions. This gives year groups the chance to participate and compete for
their house colour in team games such as football, hockey and rounders, utilising
skills that children have been practising in PE lessons.
Every child has enjoyed the opportunity to participate in these competitions and
they have reinforced our teaching about sportsmanship and team values.
Fitness days
As well as our PE lessons, every child has taken part in a fitness day each term.
Children are tested on their stamina by running as far as they can within a given
time. We have been impressed by the improvement the children have shown over
the year and in comparison with last year’s scores but also the enthusiasm the
children have to increase their levels of fitness and achieve a healthy life style.
Targets for improvement are set for individuals and classes following each
event.
Afterschool clubs
After school clubs have been offered to children in years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
There has been a large variety of clubs over the year both indoors and out
including: gymnastics, football, dodgeball and multi-sports which has included
football, archery, fencing, hockey and benchball!
The Government Sports Premium continues to be invaluable in providing additional
and extended opportunities for the children whilst enhancing the skills of the
children and the staff.
L Bradley and A Slack PE Co-ordinators

Religious Education (R.E) Day
On Wednesday 1st of May, we were lucky to have a visitor from the Open Centre
come into school. Her name was Eve. She came to talk to us about Judaism.
In order to prepare for
her visit, the children
across, both KS1 and KS2,
started to think about
Judaism and thought of
some good quality
questions to ask her whilst
she was visiting.
She brought in lots of
fantastic resources and
artefacts for us to look at.

We learnt so much about
the Jewish way of life, it
was very interesting.

She was impressed with the
questions that the children
had thought of and she
tried to answer as many as
she could in the time she
was here.

Science
What a great year of science it has been at Pottery! Our aim, of raising the
profile of science throughout this year has certainly been achieved. Children are
naturally inquisitive and science provides them with the opportunity to develop
that sense of wonder and make sense of the world around them.
This year has seen Year 5 and 6 visiting The Space Centre, where the children
learnt about the history of space exploration and the future technologies that
will enable us to continue our exploration of the stars. All the exhibits and the
interactive activities amazed them.

Enthusiastic scientists and engineers, from Rolls Royce led two days focusing on
space and forces learning with the older children. They set the children a
number of challenges throughout both days. They even challenged them to build
a balloon-powered vehicle that could travel further than any of their own. Their
best efforts only just managed to beat us and I suspect they are busy, even
now, attempting to improve on their design!

In April, the school celebrated International Science Week; with all the classes
exploring a different aspect of science based on the theme Journeys. In
Foundation Stage, they investigated melting and chemical reactions, whilst
other classes studied floating and sinking.

Science even found its way into our annual Safety Week, when the Year 3 and 4
classes took a closer look at road safety, carrying out experiments related to
vehicle crash testing. They certainly know a lot more about the importance of
taking a sensible approach to road safety.

In spring, staff and some of the Governors took part in a science inset-training
event. The aim was to develop our use of investigations and experiments to
enhance the impact and delivery of science throughout the school.
In celebrating all that has gone on this year, related to science at Pottery, it is
important to mention the contribution that our PSA has made. At the beginning
of the year they kindly funded, very generously, the purchase of a new science
scheme. This is now used throughout the school. Later in the year, they once
again enabled us to purchase 10 new data loggers.

These amazing little devices allow the children to collect a variety of data and
transfer that to an ipad or computer for further analysis. If you were able to
visit us for our open evening, you may well have seen them in action. I would like
to take this opportunity to say a very big thankyou to the support and
generosity of our PSA, which has undoubtedly helped to raise the quality of
science teaching and learning that we are able to deliver at Pottery.
This year our focus for the summer Open Evening was science. Children were
able to share, with their parents, the science activities that are part of the
classroom practice. It was great to meet so many budding scientists on the
evening! One activity proved very popular - the poo (playdough) sorting activity!
Parents and children investigated the poo of particular types of animals and
used these remains to identify the creature. We could be seeing this activity on
the next Spring Watch!

The children have been excited by science this year and our aim is to continue
to develop their key scientific skills and nurture an interest and understanding
of the world around them.
G Hartley

School council
We have had another busy year for our elected school councillors, who meet
every two weeks with Mrs Hutton and Miss Illingworth. This year we’ve acted on
feedback about our new lunchtime routine, held a wear pyjamas or something
red day to raise funds for Red Nose Day, raised money through the bring and
buy sale for extra things in the classrooms and represented children’s ideas and
views about everything at school, including what we are served for lunch.

Bring and Buy Sale
The Bring and Buy Sale is where school councillors are on a stall and we sell
things that people have brought in, that they didn't want anymore. Firstly, we
needed to set up the night before so everything was ready for a 9 o’clock start.
The classes then take it in turns to visit the sale and this year we started with
Year 6. The items are priced between 50p and £2 and all the children were
allowed to buy two items (this was so there would be enough for everyone). It
was fun helping on the stall and we liked helping reception with their money.
This year we raised £315 and then each class decided what to spend their
money on. Classes this year bought: craft items, books, class pets (yes we now
have goldfish!) and playtime equipment.
Piece written by Leah Woodall and Olivia Thornley – school councillors

Meeting with Cook
Once a month, some of the councillors meet with Mrs Marriott our cook and Mrs
Hutton to discuss how to improve school dinners. We usually talk about what
children like and dislike on the school menus. Mrs Marriott always listens to our
comments and takes them back to the kitchen. One of the things that has
changed is the type of chips served on a Friday. We had feedback that the
fries were more popular so now we have these instead. Throughout the year,
there have been foods to test and then we feedback everyone’s thoughts at
these meetings. These meetings are good to have as it makes people happier
with dinnertime choices and means we actually have a say in what we are served
(though Mrs Marriott has to keep them healthy!)
Piece written by Adam Bryan – school councillor
How our meetings work
Luckily, I got the chance to be the Chair in the school council (the person who
directs the meetings and decides who feeds back their ideas). At first, I was
really nervous and confused to what I should be doing. I soon got the hang of it
though and it was actually really fun; if you are the Chair you just have to sit
down in a circle with the other councillors like normally and then direct the
meeting. To do this you have to remember the councillors in each year or you
can do what I did: write them down in a little booklet; this was a lot easier for
me.
There is also a person called the secretary; this person has to write down the
minutes of what happened in the last meeting and what we talked about. They
have to write them down on a computer and give the minutes to each of the

councillors so that they can go through it with their class in their class council.
School Council happens every two school weeks. These roles in school council are
really fun.
Piece written by Daniel Stone-Makin - school councillor
School council elections

Pottery School Association
I am nearly at the end of my second year as Chair Person, but
having been involved with the PSA since 2013, I think this
year has been particularly challenging for the PSA team.
Trying to hold events as normal but with limited space due to
the building work going on has proved tricky. We know there
have been some disappointed children who couldn’t attend the
Discos and Pop Parties and we really appreciate your
understanding with this in helping them deal with that. We
tried to be as fair as we could be. I’m sure as the work moves
along we’ll be able to have more space to accept more children
at each event.
Film Club has continued this year, which is open to all children in year 3 and above.
A time to come and enjoy a movie after school with friends, eat popcorn, sweets
and have a drink…what’s not to love. These events don’t make much money for the
school, but it’s more for the enjoyment of the children and we shall continue to
do film club moving forward.
The aim as always with the PSA is to raise money for the school to buy things
they would like or need which the school budget just can’t stretch to. For example
this year we were able to give Mr Hartley the go ahead to buy a set of data
loggers to use in science, they measure light, heat and temperature and can graph
results. The children have already had a play (as have some of the adults at the
recent Science Open Evening) and they love them.
We have bought new reading material throughout the year from class sets of
novels at year 3 and 4 to ‘Storytime’ magazines to use in guided reading at years
1 and 2. We have also been able to update some equipment in the cooking kitchen
for the children to take part in cooking activities, which arrived just in time for
the year 3 /4 sponsored cookie bake!
The majority of the children now play on the field /MUGA at lunchtimes. They
asked through school council for more picnic benches and parasols, which we were
more than happy to buy. These provide some much needed shade, although we
haven’t had the prolonged spells of sunshine that we enjoyed last year!
The Summer Fair was a great success, thank you to all that helped set up, staff
stalls and clear away and of course to all who attended. Belper Fire Service were
a hit with the children (and parents too) and we’re very grateful that they gave
us their time at the event.

We are now busy putting together the final touches to Fun Day, which is on Friday
12th July. It is always a great day for the children and the teachers are ever so
slightly competitive knowing that there is a trophy at stake!
The PSA runs all events with the help and support of volunteers, school staff,
parents, grandparents and carers of children at the school...we couldn't do it
without you. Seeing the difference our fund raising has made to the children is
all the evidence we need that the time and effort is all worthwhile.
It has once again been another very busy but successful year for the PSA, many
thanks to all.
Sally Taylor

