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By Business Day

STRIVE Masiyiwa’s 
Liquid Intelligent 
Technologies has bought 
an Egyptian cloud 
computing company 
for an undisclosed sum 
as the Zimbabwean 
billionaire sets his sights 
on a market of more 
100 million people and 
expands his presence in 
the Middle East. 

to page 2

Masiyiwa 
expands 

business 
empire

acquires Egyptian 
cybersecurity 

provider, Cysiv MEA

Strive Masiyiwa



By Staff Reporter

OPPOSITION political 
parties have condemned 
the unprecedented levels 
of looting by individuals 
close to President 
Mnangagwa following the 
exposé of gold smuggling 
cartels and money 
laundering schemes by Al 
Jazeera.

In the documentary’s first 
episode, titled ‘The Laundry 
Service,’ the international 
news network exposes how 
hundreds of millions worth of 
gold were being smuggled to 
Dubai.

Some of the high-ranking 
officials implicated include 
Zimbabwe Miners Federation 
president Henrietta Rushwaya 
and Ambassador-at-large 
Uebert Angel.

Citizens Coalition for 
Change (CCC) leader, Nelson 
Chamisa said: “The Al Jazeera 
documentary exposes the 
extent of the rot at the top, but 
it’s just the tip of the iceberg. 
This clearly shows how 
corrupt, rotten and broken 
leadership has destroyed a 
jewel and great country”.

The CCC leader 
bemoaned the misgivings by 

the current regime arguing 
that Zimbabwe is not poor but 
poorly governed.

Democratic Union of 
Zimbabwe (DUZ) leader, 
Robert Chapman, said there 
was a lack of decisive action in 
curbing rampant corruption.

“Al Jazeera gold mafia 
docu-series is globally 
confirming the unprecedented 
levels of systematic corruption 
in our country, more 
importantly, it is rubbing 

in our faces, our lack of 
progressive ‘action’ in fixing 
our country from top to 
bottom,” he said.

The DUZ leader called 
citizens to action and to raise 
the conversation around issues 
bedevilling the country.

He added: “Citizens, 
don’t be pulled into 
small conversations on 
personalities, party colors, 
mjolo etc – right now let’s raise 
our conversation, our Action 

and focus on the major things.
“We have been in a 

National Crisis for decades 
that affects all Zimbabweans 
regardless of tribe, race, 
gender, economic status, 
domestic and diaspora”.

Labour, Economists and 
African Democrats president, 
Linda Masarira, said focus 
should now be directed on 
how best to plug leakages of 
gold and a better legislative 
framework for natural 
resource governance without 
overlooking the existence of 
sanctions.

“Sadly, the long-awaited 
AJ Jazeera gold mafia 
documentary just put in the 
faces to a public secret that all 
Zimbabweans know about, 
there is really nothing new. 
Corruption has destroyed our 
economy left, right and centre.

“Now that the cat is 
out of the bag, the real test 
of commitment to building 
and developing Zimbabwe 
is here. There is nothing to 
defend, looting, leakages and 
illicit financial flows are the 
order of the day in the gold 
mining sector. We await the 
government’s response to the 
exposé”.

Millions of dollars 
being moved in and out of 
Zimbabwe, according to 
Masarira, could fund free 
education and free health for 
all.

“Our government has 
misplaced priorities. We 
are tired of the same old 
rhetoric of ending corruption 
without any action or punitive 
measures in place to deal with 
corruption,” she added.

Meanwhile, the 
Zimbabwe Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ZACC) has 
said it is closely following the 
explosive Al Jazeera docuseries 
aired by the international 
news channel exposing gold 
smuggling cartels and money 
laundering schemes.

Following the broadcast 
of the first of four episodes shot 
by Al Jazeera Investigations 
Unit, having infiltrated 
large gold-smuggling rings 
revealing a giant money 
laundering scheme, the 
corruption busters in a brief 
Twitter post, acknowledged 
the revelations in the film.

“ZACC is closely 
following the Al Jazeera 
broadcast,” the commission 
said.
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Cysiv MEA is a 
technology company 
formerly known 
as SecureMisr and 
headquartered in Cairo. 
It specialises in enterprise 
cloud and cybersecurity 
services to some of Egypt’s 
leading companies, in 
particular the financial 
services sector.

Masiyiwa has been 
growing his cloud business, 
cybersecurity services and 
other digital technologies 
over the past two years 
in addition to existing 
telecom capability. Liquid 
Telecom was recently 
rebranded as Liquid 
Intelligent Technologies 
as the company enters a 
market dominated by the 
likes of Telkom subsidiary 
BCX, Dimension Data, 

EOH and Altron.
Cysiv MEA will be 

rebranded as Liquid C2 
to align it with the rest 
of the group’s cloud and 
cybersecurity investments.

The company said 
the acquisition enables 
it to bring some of the 
best global cloud and 
cybersecurity products 
to the Egyptian market. 
“Liquid is a recognised 
integrator on behalf of some 
of the biggest technology 
companies in the world,” 
it said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

One such relationship 
is with US tech giant 
Microsoft, which in 
September 2021 teamed 
up with Liquid to upgrade 
its videoconferencing 
platform, adding features 

that enables its calling 
service to dial a landline 
or mobile phone in an 
intensifying battle with 
Zoom and WhatsApp.

In the same year Liquid 
acquired QBS a Europe-
based technology firm, as 
part of its cloud investment 
drive. QBS has official cloud 
solution provider status for 
Microsoft Dynamics in 
Africa, supporting more 
than 800 partners in 25 
countries at the time.

“Liquid recognises the 
critical role Cysiv MEA has 
been playing in the cloud 
and cybersecurity industry 
in Egypt and the region,” 
said Liquid C2 CEO David 
Behr.

“Our main task group is 
to support them in bringing 
more cybersecurity tools 

for our customers as they 
face an increasingly hostile 
global environment from 
cybercriminals and nation-
state sponsored attackers. 
This will ensure that their 
business is protected while 
also meeting the demands 
for global compliance 
requirements.”

Masiyiwa has been 
pursuing his latest strategy 
with gusto, doubling 
down on a future beyond 
the traditional telecom 
business. In 2021, his 
Econet group launched 
Cassava Technologies, 
which houses growth 
units such as fintech, cloud 
computing, cybersecurity, 
data centres, renewable 
energy, fibre and a super 
app. Liquid is now a unit of 
Cassava. 

The strategy has 
been bolstered by a $50m 
(R921m) investment 
from C5 Capital, a UK-
based specialist venture 
capital firm that invests in 
cybersecurity, space and 
energy security.

A year earlier, the 
World Bank’s International 
Finance Corporation 
(IFC) partnered with 
Liquid to expand its data 
centre capacity and roll 
out fibreoptic cable on 
the continent. The IFC 
said its equity and debt 
investments in Liquid total 
about $250m to date. 

Liquid has been 
driving much of the group’s 
expansion in Africa, and 
plans to make Egypt the 
hub for its ambitions in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa.

Masiyiwa expands business empire ...
from page 1

Chamisa says ‘fish rots from the head’, 
as opposition parties rip into Gold Mafia scandal
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By The Africa Report

ZIMBABWE will hold 
harmonised elections in 
four months even though 
the country’s electoral 
commission (ZEC) has 
not released an electronic 
voters’ roll for scrutiny 
despite several court 
challenges.

The ZEC’s actions are 
contrary to the country’s 
constitution in Section 21 
(1), which stipulates that 
‘every voters’ roll and every 
consolidated roll shall be 
a public document and 
open to inspection by the 
public, free of charge, during 
office hours at the office 
of the commission or the 
registration office where it is 
kept’.

The issue has become a 
bone of contention ahead of 
the polls, amid suspicion that 
this could be a rigging ploy to 
favour President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s Zanu PF party.

Electoral watchdogs and 
opposition political parties 
suspect that the document 
could be manipulated even 
more than it already has 
been, as preliminary analysis 
showed it contains thousands 
of ghost voters and other 
numerous mistakes that 
could disenfranchise the 
electorate.
Very costly document

Since 2022, electoral 
stakeholders like the 
Elections Resource Centre 
(ERC) and Project Vote 263 
have taken the ZEC to court 
demanding that an electronic 
voters’ roll be released for 
analysis ahead of this year’s 
polls, without success.

In January 2023, an 
independent electoral 
watchdog, Project Vote 263, 
took the ZEC to Zimbabwe’s 
High Court demanding an 
analysable copy.

A hard copy of the 
voters’ roll is voluminous and 
has over 185,000 pages and 
millions of names.

ZEC chief executive 
officer Utloile Silaigwana says 
the country’s constitution 
does not give rise to absolute 
rights and immutable 
obligations expressed by 
electoral stakeholders 
in their demands for an 

electronic version.  He says 
if availed, the roll may be 
tampered with.

This is despite section 
21 (7) (i) of the constitution, 
which states that the format 
of the electronic voters roll 
shall be such that it allows its 
contents to be searched and 
analysed provided that it is 
formatted to prevent it from 
being altered or tampered 
with.

In November 2022, 
the ERC took the electoral 
commission to court 
demanding the electoral 
voters’ roll, but was charged 
$187,000 to access it.

The law states that 
an electronic copy of the 
voters’ roll for any individual 
or organisation is $200. 
However, the price for a 
hard copy of the voters’ 
roll is $1 per page, which 
would total $187,000, after 
a 2022 amendment to voter 
registration regulations.

Candidates need to 
view a voters’ roll to create a 
strategy for their campaigns, 
ERC programs manager 
Solomon Bobosibunu tells 
The Africa Report.

“They must know 
where the registered voters 
are situated. A voters’ roll 
explains whether registered 
voters are young people 
or the elderly. It assists 
the contestants to develop 
appropriate messages for 
their campaigns, tailor-
making the messages for the 
targeted people and knowing 
where they are concentrated.”
Courts favour ZEC

Opposition Citizens 
Coalition for Change (CCC) 
legislator Allan Markham 
took the ZEC before the 
high court in October 2022 
demanding release of the 
electronic copy of the voters’ 
roll. However, on 7 March, 
High Court Justice Never 
Katiyo said he saw no merit 
in Markham’s case and 
dismissed it.

Katiyo said the ZEC 
has the right to safeguard 
the voters’ roll against being 
tampered with.

The alleged fear of 
alteration or tampering of an 
electronic roll given to me is 

to me irrational, considering 
ZEC retains the original 
‘master’ copy

Markham has now 
challenged the High Court 
ruling at the Supreme Court, 
arguing that “the alleged fear 
of alteration or tampering 
of an electronic roll given 
to me is to me irrational, 
considering the ZEC retains 
the original ‘master’ copy of 
the roll in their system and 
physical form”.

Zimbabwe’s Supreme 
Court is yet to hear the 
matter.

Court cases on the 
voters’ roll are not new. In 
2002, 2008, 2013 and 2018 
elections, ZEC was taken 
to court over its refusal to 
release the document.  Calls 
by international election 
observers for the ZEC to 
hand over the document 
have fallen on deaf ears.
Ghost voters

Copies of the 2022 
voters’ roll released by the 
ZEC ahead of the March by-
elections were scrutinised by 
data analysts at transparency 
watchdog Team Pachedu 
who exposed its opaqueness 
and errors.

Team Pachedu tells The 
Africa Report that previous 
rolls used in the 2002, 2005, 
2008, 2013, 2018 elections 
were also included in their 
analysis.

“The use of these has 
enabled us to track each 
voter. The major finding 
was in age variations of 
some voters as well as 
mass movements of voters 
to other locations when 
physical addresses stayed 

the same,” said the group, 
whose members have not 
revealed their identities due 
to volatility of the elections 
and security reasons.

The voters’ roll was not 
released to the watchdog, but 
the group managed to access 
it as the ZEC website was not 
secure. ZEC claimed that the 
website had been tampered 
with and threatened to take 
them to court.

“This is the voters roll, 
which they [ZEC] later 
denied as having come from 
them even though there is 
documentation of it coming 
from ZEC,” says Team 
Pachedu.

Although ZEC said it 
disowned its own voters’ roll 
after massive irregularities 
were exposed, it is not 
working on a new voters’ 
roll – this is the same one that 
will be used for elections this 
year.

Irregularities included 
giving an older person a 
voter’s card for someone 
much younger. One example 
includes an ID number given 
to a 60-year-old person in 
2008 on the voters’ roll, while 
the same number appeared 
again on the 2022 voters’ roll, 
but this time the person was 
aged 38, signifying this was 
fake.

Some ghost voters had 
fake identity cards, while 
dead or old people were given 
young identity cards. The 
fake identity cards started 
with numbers 00, which 
is not an issuing district in 
Zimbabwe.

The voters’ roll contains 
thousands of duplicate 

voters, as adding a zero to 
their identity card numbers 
has been carried out since 
2008.

Team Pachedu also 
found that the ZEC had 
created more than 16,000 
double voters in Gokwe 
district. Thousands of 
people who had the same 
identity card numbers were 
registered to vote.

The ‘mistakes’ have been 
a common phenomenon in 
all Zimbabwe’s elections. In 
2013, over one million ghost 
voters were found in the roll.

ZEC says that Team 
Pachedu’s exposés of voters’ 
roll discrepancies ahead 
of polls is evidence that 
the voters’ roll has been 
tampered with, hence the 
need to keep it under wraps 
until the right time.

Delimitation report 
shambolic

The 2023 delimitation 
report, which maps electoral 
boundaries, is another bone 
of contention as it contains 
obvious mistakes.

In its abridged analysis 
of the delimitation report, 
Team Pachedu says some 
wards are missing, while 
thousands of voters have 
been illegally moved to 
wrong wards.

“We also located the final 
delimitation coordinates 
in neighbouring countries 
from as far as Chitambala 
in Zambia to South Africa, 
and even Swaziland.  We 
have found hundreds of 
Antarctica coordinates in 
the report claiming they are 
from Zimbabwe, yet they are 
not,” Team Pachedu says.

Zimbabwe: Errors in voters’ 
roll could derail the election

to page 5

The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission announced they have educators sharing 
information on the mobile voter registration exercise (Photo: @ZECzim)
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At the moment, the 
conduct of [the] ZEC is ultra 
vires what ACDEG seeks to 
promote

ZEC deputy 
chairperson Rodney 
Simukai Kiwa told the 
media last week during 
a discussion on elections 
that the commission is 
transparent.

“We don’t do 
delimitation with 

individuals in mind. We 
follow the principles. We 
managed to respond to all 
the questions that were 
raised in parliament. We 
made changes where the 
law allowed us to make the 
changes. All the mistakes 
were corrected and I can’t 
specifically state which one,” 
Kiwa said.
Elections lack democracy

All the glaring 

anomalies and refusal 
to avail an electronic 
voters’ roll to stakeholders 
raises fears of electoral 
manipulation ahead of the 
polls, Zimbabwe Election 
Advocacy Trust Executive 
Director Ignatious Sadziwa 
tells The Africa Report.

“Zimbabwe is signatory 
to the African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections and 
Governance [ACDEG], 

which encourages member 
states to promote best 
practices in the management 
of elections for purposes of 
political stability and good 
governance,” says Sadziwa.

He says the forthcoming 
elections must be postponed 
until meaningful electoral 
reforms are put in place.

“At the moment, the 
conduct of ZEC is ultra 
vires what ACDEG seeks 

to promote,” he adds, 
referring to the legal term 
of an act, which requires 
legal authority, but is done 
without it.

Opposition MDC-T 
leader Douglas Mwonzora 
also filed a constitutional 
court challenge on 14 
March seeking to postpone 
the elections, citing 
delimitation anomalies.

US claims immunity from SA 
courts in Zim sanctions case
By Ciaran Ryan 
Money Web

THE US EMBASSY in 
Pretoria has issued a 
diplomatic note to SA 
claiming the Johannesburg 
High Court lacks 
jurisdiction over the US 
in the case brought a year 
ago by the Zimbabwe 
Anti-Sanctions Movement 
(ZASM) seeking to 
have sanctions against 
Zimbabwe declared 
unlawful, unconstitutional 
and invalid.

The case was filed 
in March 2022, citing 
as respondents the US 
president, president of the 
US senate, speaker of the US 
House of Representatives, 
secretary of the US Treasury, 
head of the US Office of 
Foreign Assets Control and 
chair of the US Committee of 
Foreign Relations.

Also cited as respondents 
are major US banks such as 
Bank of America, Goldman 
Sachs, Morgan Stanley, 
Wells Fargo, and SA banks 
FirstRand, Standard Bank 
and Absa.

SA’s Department of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation (Dirco) used 
its diplomatic channels to 
communicate the details of 
the case to its counterpart in 
the US.
‘Absolute immunity’

“To the extent that the 
court purports to summon 
the President of the United 
States of America, the US 
Embassy wishes to remind 
the Department [Dirco] 
that pursuant to customary 

international law, the 
president of the United States 
of America is the head of 
state and head of government 
for the United States of 
America, and that therefore 
he enjoys absolute immunity 
from criminal and civil 
jurisdiction of the Republic 
of South Africa,” says the 
diplomatic note from the 
US Embassy, dated 6 March 
2023.

The note says the US 
Office of Foreign Assets 
Control has no legal 
personality in SA separate 
from the US government 
and has therefore not 
been properly named as a 
defendant in the case.

“Consistent with 
customary international law 
and the law of South Africa, 
the Embassy notes that the 
United States of America 
intends, to the extent 
necessary, to claim immunity 
in this matter because the 
Court does not have the 
jurisdiction to adjudicate 
the issues raised,” says the 
diplomatic note.
Jurisdiction

This runs counter to 
the ZASM’s argument in its 
court filings that the Joburg 
High Court has the necessary 
jurisdiction because the 
US and SA banks cited as 
respondents have offices 
in Johannesburg and are 
under obligation to apply US 
sanctions against Zimbabwe.

“The United States 
claims that the South African 
High Court does not have the 

jurisdiction to determine the 
legality of the enforcement 
of United States law within 
South Africa, which is a 
colonial argument,” says 
Advocate Simba Chitando, 
who is representing ZASM.

“ZASM believes that 
South African Courts have 
jurisdiction to decide on the 
legality of all laws applied 
within South Africa,” he adds.
‘Foreign policy’

Sanctions are a powerful 
foreign policy tool used 
by the US against more 
than 20 countries, notably 
Russia, Zimbabwe, Iran and 
Venezuela.

Countries are targeted 
by the US for narcotics 
trafficking, terrorism, 
cyber operations, foreign 
interference in US elections, 
and human rights violations.

US sanctions were first 
imposed on Zimbabwe in 
2001 under the Zimbabwe 
Democracy and Recovery 
Act (Zidera), with the 
purpose of restoring order 
in the country after state-
sanctioned land invasions 
and human rights abuses.

Sanctions have been in 
place for 22 years and have 
denied Zimbabwe access to 
international capital markets 
as well as international 
balance of payments support, 
says the ZASM.

The sanctions have also 
denied Zimbabwe access to 
international development 
and donor assistance.
Fines and ‘the list’

Banks in SA and the US 

flouting these sanctions by 
offering financial services 
to Zimbabwean institutions 
and individuals targeted by 
Zidera run the risk of serious 
financial repercussions 
themselves.

The sanctions are 
administered by the US 
Office for Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC), with fines of 
$250 000 for violations, and 
possible criminal conviction 
where the penalty could be 
$1 million or jail of up to 20 
years.

International investors 
who deal in US dollars are 
prohibited from dealing with 
any individual or entity cited 
by OFAC.

As a result, many 
investors and SA banks are 
afraid of doing business in 
Zimbabwe for fear that they 
would fall foul of OFAC’s 
sanctions, according to 
ZASM’s court papers.

Several Zimbabwean 
individuals and companies 
with money owing to them in 
SA have been denied access 
to their assets and prevented 
from transacting in SA 
because their names appear 
on the OFAC list.

A report by Zimbabwe’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade 
says US sanctions suffocated 
Zimbabwe’s ability to meet 
its international financial 
obligations, while denying 
the country critical balance 
of payments support.

Zimbabwean importers 
are forced to pay cash upfront, 

loan inflows to Zimbabwean 
companies have dropped, 
and the country’s agricultural 
output has fallen due to an 
inability to import farming 
equipment.

Rutendo Matinyarare, 
director of ZASM, argues 
in his court filings that US 
sanctions are inconsistent 
with the terms of the African 
Free Trade Agreement, to 
which SA is a signatory, and 
the Bilateral Investment 
Promotion and Protection 
Agreement (Bippa) between 
SA and Zimbabwe.

There is ample debate 
in academic circles about 
the morality of sanctions as 
a foreign policy tool, and 
whether they work.

“[The US] uses sanctions 
most often and with greater 
economic consequences 
than any other country. 
Moreover, it is usually the 
instigator and enforcer of 
the application of sanctions 
by other countries either 
through bilateral dominance 
or through its ability to 
utilise the United Nations 
Security Council,” says 
author Tim Beal in Sanctions 
as Instrument of Coercion: 
Characteristics, Limitations, 
and Consequences.

“ZASM joins 
the Southern African 
Development Community, 
African Union and the United 
Nations in calling upon the 
United States government, 
and several others, to remove 
sanctions on Zimbabwe,” 
says Chitando.

from page 4

Errors in voters’ roll could derail the election...

US President Joe Biden among those summonsed in legal action 
to have sanctions against Zimbabwe declared unlawful.
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By Ngala Killian Chimtom 
cruxnow.com

YAOUNDÈ, Cameroon 
– Rutendo Mugwara is a 
17-year-old on a mission.

The Zimbabwean 
teenager is a youth 
ambassador Justice Desk 
Africa, a human rights 
organization funded by 
several Catholic NGO’s.

“I care deeply about 
the plights of other youths 
and children across Africa 
because they in essence are 
also my problems and a 
problem shared is a problem 
halved,” she told Crux.

She says children’s 
progress is limited by a broad 
range of issues including 
“poor governance and 
socio-economic factors, 
“but I believe that an issue 
not discussed enough is the 
regressive mind sets a large 
majority of Africans hold.”

Following are excerpts 
of that conversation….

Crux: As a young 
person who would usually 
be concentrating on 
building your future, why 
do you care about the 
plight of other youths and 
children across Africa?

Mugwara: As I build 
my future, I see that the 
issues that I encounter are 
not unique to me. I have 
found that in many ways 
the problems we face, are 
shared. So in building my 
future, I recognize that I 
can help build the futures 
of many other people across 
Africa and consequentially, 
the future of Africa. I care 
deeply about the plights of 
other youths and children 
across Africa because they 
in essence are also my 
problems and a problem 
shared is a problem halved.

Have you personally 
experienced abuses of your 
basic rights? Would you 
want to talk about it, if so?

I was completely 
shocked when I heard 
people in different countries 
[outside Zimbabwe] 
criticize the president and 

the government, I had no 
clue that such was allowed. 
I thought silently to myself 
that they should stop, or 
they could get arrested. 
Even more shocking was 
that protests could be held 
without the police violently 
intervening. This was the 
first time I heard that, firstly, 
these were democratic 
rights, and secondly, that I 
was experiencing an abuse 
of my basic rights. That day, 
a small part of my world 
changed, and now, I aim to 
change a small part of the 
world.

What are those issues 
standing in the way of 
children’s rights in Africa?

We can talk of poor 
governance and socio-
economic factors, but I 
believe that an issue not 
discussed enough is the 
regressive mindsets a large 
majority of Africans hold. 
The mentalities and beliefs 
that many Africans were 
taught need to go.

As Africans we are 
often taught not to question 
authority, to obey and ask 
no further questions and 
to tolerate disgraceful 
behaviors from others 
simply because they are 
older and/or in a position of 
power. Children are viewed 
as unconscious beings 
who are unaware of their 
circumstances and need to 
know their place in order 
to be molded into obedient 
and docile individuals; 
not as thinking, cognizant 
beings who can have an 
age appropriate level of 
autonomy.

These mind sets 
have been tattooed in the 
minds of many Africans 
since birth and make the 
idea of children’s rights 
seem foreign, ridiculous, 
and strange, not only to 
the adults in the society, 
but even the children 
themselves. Thus, we are 
left in a situation where 
the adults abuse the rights 
of the children, and the 

children believe that this 
behavior is just and normal. 
They will continue to do the 
same when they are older 
and repeat the cycle.

What levels of success 
have you recorded in the 
countries where you work?

Justice Desk Africa 
has done incredible work 
with its Youth Ambassadors 
and has had tremendous 
success. To put it simply, 
they get the work done.

Some examples 
are having stopped two 
instances of human 
trafficking; successfully 
advocating to build 
infrastructure; and 
implementing higher 
levels of policing in their 
communities. Others 
have campaigned against 
tampon tax which 
encouraged legislative 
change; have helped end 
child marriages in their 
respective countries; gotten 
women and girls back into 
schools; and championed 
against the end of corporal 
punishment at home and 
at some schools. These are 
the examples of the biggest 
and more visible changes 
that they have done, but 
even the smallest changes 
are to be recognized, such 
as campaigning for unity 
and an end to racism, 

bringing awareness to 
mental health, encouraging 
culture-consciousness, and 
empowering young boys 
and girls in the fight against 
gender-based violence.

The list is a long and 
impressive one, which 
brings a lot of hope to this 
world.

I know you still operate 
in mostly Southern Africa 
countries, but the issue of 
children’s rights violations 
is huge across Africa. For 
instance, in Cameroon, war 
has driven over 700,000 
children out of school. 
What message would you 
have for such children?

You are powerful. 
Yes, you are affected by 
the numerous violations 
of your human rights 
that disempower you in 
a number of ways which 
may lead to frustration, 
hopelessness and ultimately 
succumbing to your 
negative circumstances; 
however, I want you to 
never lose sight of the 
power you carry.

Many are fooled into 
believing that authoritative 
power is the only power 
you can possess, but simply 
as you are and as who you 
are, you are, you have more 
power than you realize. You 
have power in maintaining 

your values, morals and/or 
faiths in the face of situations 
that may test it. You have 
power when interacting 
with those both older and 
younger than you, through 
engaging in conversations 
which change the mind sets 
of those older than you and 
comforting those younger 
than you filled with fear 
and confusion. You have 
power in being a friend to 
the lonely. You have power 
in your knowledge and 
information available to 
you, and most importantly, 
you have power in your 
voice.

By recognizing this, 
you can empower yourself 
and the people around 
you. Your impact does not 
have to be global, national, 
or even communal, but if 
a few individuals feel that 
their lives have been better 
off since you touched them, 
that is an incredible feat.

This is a power that 
no one but yourself can 
take away from you, it is 
intrinsically within each 
one of us. Only when you 
succumb to hopelessness 
and believe you are 
powerless is when you 
truly lose your power. 
Never forget that you are 
powerful.

Activist Regressive mindsets 
holding back children in Africa

A group of Kenyan schoolchildren are seen in an undated photo. (Credit: Pixabay.)



PSMI Dilemma:
Hymns, supplication 
and unfading hope

 By Darlington Gatsi

IT is evening, 
Sachipwanya straightens 
his blanket over 
cardboard boxes on 
a small corner as he 
prepares to sleep.

The small corner at 
the reception of Parkview 
Hospital in Harare has 
since February become his 
new ‘home’.

Sachipwanya, once 
a tenant in Harare was 
evicted after several 
months of failing to pay his 
rentals.

“So my challenge is the 
house I was living in was 
sold through estate agents 
and the new owners evicted 
us demanding money 
that I had not paid in the 
previous months,” said the 
Premier Service Medical 
Investment (PSMI) worker.

The eviction left 
Sachipwanya in the cold, 
turning to relatives for his 
five member family to be 
accommodated.

Adding insult to his 
injury Sachipwanya was 
dragged to court over the 
non-payment of rentals.

He is now entangled 
in a debt knot with 
his previous landlord 
demanding over US$300.

C o m f o r t i n g 
himself with a blanket, 
Sachipwanya resorted to 
his workplace Parkview as 
his temporary home.

“I tried to talk to the 
finance department for 
a bailout. They said they 
would give me ZW$40 000 
and I had no option but to 
take it. I had a debt with my 
banker and the ZW$40 000 
was taken by the bank.

“My other two children 
who are still going to school 

are no longer attending 
classes because I owe the 
school some money. I 
tried to negotiate with the 
school but my children 
are being sent away,” said 
Sachipwanya.

He is one of many 
PSMI workers who have 
turned the once affluent 
hospital in the avenues area 
of Harare into a squatter 
house.

Songs of strife and 
struggle which can be 
mistaken for ‘war cries’ 
echo through the walls of 
Parkview Hospital.

The Hospital resembles 
a deserted structure, once 
a haven for sick patients 
being turned into a strife 
strewn area.

PSMI workers have 
been on an industrial action 
since early this year as they 
demand salaries from the 
medical aid provider.

Night vigils have 
become the order of the 
day with hymns and 
supplications being belted 
by a group of workers 
including Sachipwanya.

Just like Sachipwanya, 
Anna Mutambirwa 
finds herself in a similar 
predicament ,having to 
leave her family to occupy 
Parkview Hospital all in the 
hope of getting attention 
from her superiors.

“It is quite difficult to 
look for other alternative 
means of survival especially 
if you are a single mother. 
My family has accepted that 
I live here until my money 
is paid,” said Mutambirwa.

Mutambirwa has been 
working for PSMI for over 
two decades.

She last received her 
not more than ZW$300 000 

salary in October last year.
PSMI workers are 

demanding their salaries 
which backdate to 2022 
when they last received 
monthly pay-outs.

These workers have 
been made to bear the 
brunt of maladministration 
of the medical aid provider 
by its leadership which has 
resulted in it crumbling.

The situation at 
Parkview is a microcosm 
of the state of disaster of 
health facilities owned by 
PSMI across the country.

Parkview whose 
renal unit used to provide 
dialysis is in dire straits with 
patients required to eke out 
a ‘stipend’ for nurses to 
perform the procedure on 
them.

Some of its facilities 
have been forced to shut 
down owing to lack of 
finances despite docking 
a monthly sum of money 
from civil servants.

PSMI through its 
subsidiary Premier Service 

Medical Aid Society 
(PSMAS) provides medical 
aid cover to government 
workers who constitute 
more than 70 percent of its 
clientele base.

Middle management 
employee representative 
Maneta Dzauma said 
they have written to Vice 
President Constantino 
Chiwenga who also serves 
as health minister to solicit 
his intervention in the 
affairs of PSMI.

“The company is 
falling and one of the things 
that has contributed is the 
huge workforce. If we look 
at the people who form the 
majority of shared services 
are relatives of board 
members,” said Dzauma

The workers accuse the 
PSMI board of abdicating 
its duties in ensuring 
serenity is restored.

Surprisingly, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
recently announced that 
traditional leaders would 
be catered for by the 

beleaguered medical aid 
despite its woes.

So dire is the situation 
at PSMI that PSMAS 
medical aid cover is 
rejected by pharmacies and 
private health institutions, 
for late payment of services 
rendered leaving its clients 
in quandary.

Probing the state of 
affairs at PSMI, Monday 
parliament heard that the 
medical service provider is 
saddled in debt amounting 
to ZW$12 billion with 
1ZW$12.3 billion in salary 
arrears from November to 
February this year.

In the midst of this 
chaos, Sachipwanya has 
unflinching hope and belief 
that PSMI will be restored 
and him being reunited 
with his family.

“We just leave 
everything in God’s 
hands. We do not know 
what wrongs we have 
committed. We appeal to 
our leaders to have mercy 
on us, it is painful,” he said.
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By Nyasha Chingono 
Reuters 

HARARE - As the 
sweltering morning sun 
beat down on them, 
about half a dozen young 
Zimbabwean women 
stacked green tobacco 
leaves into sheaves while 
another group, some with 
babies on their backs, 
loaded the harvested crop 
onto a tractor.

In a largely male-
dominated sector, Michelle 
Gwatimba, 36, who runs 
this small farm 200 kms 
(124 miles) north of 
Zimbabwe’s capital Harare, 
is not only blazing a trail for 
women but also provides a 
livelihood for those who 
survived violence.

“We realized in the 
settlements around the 
farm, where we get most 
of our staff, there was a lot 

of gender-based violence,” 
said Gwatimba, whose 
Tzoro Greenfields farm 
provides employment to 
over 80 families, most of 
them led by women.

She spoke ahead of 
International Women’s 
Day being marked on 
Wednesday around the 
world with rallies and 
demonstrations where 
many women activists are 
calling for equal rights and 
better wages.

Gwatimba, who went 
into farming after leaving a 
government job in Harare 
as an IT technician in 2019, 
told Reuters she found 
being one of few women 
in the tobacco industry 
“intimidating... but it is so 
rewarding”

More than two decades 
since the chaotic land 

reform programme that 
dispossessed thousands 
of White commercial 
farmers, Zimbabwe is 
witnessing a new wave 
of young Black farmers 
taking up tobacco farming, 
one of its biggest cash crop.

It constituted about 
12% of the southern 
African country’s total 
exports in January, 
according to official 
figures.

Most of the growers 
are contracted by private 
companies to produce the 
crop and receive seeds, 
fertilizers and chemicals, 
to help boost output.

Gwatimba, who lost 
30% of her tobacco crop to 
hailstorms in recent weeks, 
said she was determined 
to make a success of 
commercial tobacco 
farming.

Having started 

farming on her late father’s 
60- hectare (148-acre) farm 
in Mashonaland Central 
- one of Zimbabwe’s most 
fertile regions - she has also 
ventured into cultivating 
soya beans and cattle 
rearing.

Others like Chisauke 
Isaac, 39, have Gwatimba’s 
farm to thank for 
providing her with a job 
to help her feed her three 
children.

Zimbabwe tobacco farmer offers 
lifeline to survivors of gender violence
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Workers harvests tobacco at Tzoro farm in Centenary, Zimbabwe, 
March 3, 2023 REUTERS/Philimon Bulawayo

Farm owner Michelle Gwatimba inspects her tobacco crop at 
Tzoro farm in Centenary. REUTERS/Philimon Bulawayo



FAMILY
•	Divorce
•	Out	of	Court	Settlements
•	Child	Arrangement	Orders

CIVIL LITIGATION
•	 Letters	Before	Clam	and
•	Responding	to	same
•	 Issuing	and	Defending	Claims
•	Execution	of	Judgements

IMMIGRATION
•	Visa	Application	and	Appeals
•	 Leave	to	Remain	Extension	&	Settlement	Applications
•	British	Nationality	Applications

EMPLOYMENT
•	Unfair	Dismissal
•	Discrimination	at	Work
•	Grievance	and	Disciplinary	Procedure
•	Unfair	treatment/Bullying

CONSUMER RIGHTS
•	 Faulty	Goods	Refunds	and	Returns
•	Replacement	and	Repairs
•	Unfair	Contracts

SUPPORT SERVICES
•	Commissioners	of	Oaths
•	UK/Zimbabwe	Correspondent	Lawyers

ASYLUM & HUMAN RIGHTS
LEGAL AID AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING CLIENTS
•	Asylum/Human	Rights	Applications	and	Appeals
•	 Fresh	Claims/Further	Submissions
•	Detention	and	bail	applications
•	Deportation	Appeals

CB SOLICITORS
FOR BESPOKE
LEGAL SERVICES

CALL NOW: 0121 289 6920
G.T. Chapwanya: 0795 052 9478

V Madanhi: 0794 786 6649
123 High Street, Birmingham, B12 0JU
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By African Business 

AFRICAN Development 
Bank (AfDB) president 
Akinwumi Adesina became 
the latest top official to 
call on the government 
of Zimbabwe to respect 
human rights and put in 
place measures to facilitate 
free and credible elections 
at a debt restructuring 
meeting in Harare on 23 
February.

“The governance 
working group would 
allow us to tackle and 
make measurable progress 
on critical issues of 
freedom of speech, human 
rights protection, and 
implementation of laws in 
line with the constitution, as 
well as the implementation of 
the Motlanthe commission 
of inquiry [see below] and 
compensation of victims,” 
Adesina told delegates.

“And we must show 
progress on the Zimbabwe 
Democracy and Economic 
Recovery Act (ZIDERA) [see 
below]. All of which should 
make for peaceful, free, and 
fair elections. They will also 
remove headwinds on our 
path to arrears clearance and 
debt resolution.”

The Harare meeting, 
which was Zimbabwe’s 
second structured dialogue 
platform meeting on 
arrears and debt clearance, 
was facilitated by former 
Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano, and 
attended by Zimbabwe’s 
President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, finance 
minister Mthuli Ncube, 
officials from the AfDB and 
ambassadors from lender 
countries. It followed an 
initial meeting held in early 
December.

As of September 2022, 
Zimbabwe owed more than 
$14bn in external debt, 
including money owed 
to lenders including the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the Paris Club 
of creditors, the World Bank, 
AfDB and the European 
Investment Bank. The 
government has no access to 
new lines of credit.

Effect of sanctions
In his address, Adesina 

also argued that Western 
sanctions had played a role 
in creating Zimbabwe’s debt 
accumulation and arrears.

Zimbabwe has been 
subject to US sanctions since 
the passing of the ZIDERA 
by Congress in 2001. It 
came in the aftermath of 
Zimbabwe’s chaotic Land 
Reform Programme, which 
saw white farmers – until 
then the owners of much 
of the country’s most 
valuable agricultural land 
– dispossessed without 
compensation by Robert 
Mugabe’s government. 

The stated aim of the act 
was to “support the people of 
Zimbabwe in their struggle 
to effect peaceful, democratic 
change, achieve broad-based 
and equitable economic 
growth, and restore the rule 
of law”.

Critics say that 
Mnangagwa, who ascended 
to power through a military 
coup which ousted Mugabe 
in 2017, has failed to improve 
the human rights situation or 
to implement political and 
economic reforms – the basic 
requirements for sanctions to 
be lifted by the US.

In 2018 at least six 
demonstrators were shot 
dead in Harare by the 

military during a protest over 
delays in the announcement 
of results in that year’s 
presidential election, while 
more than a dozen people 
were shot by law enforcement 
agents across the country 
in January 2019 following 
unrest over fuel price hikes. 

A commission of 
inquiry led by former interim 
South African President 
Kgalema Motlanthe into 
the 2018 fatal shootings has 
reported to the government, 
but its recommendations are 
yet to be implemented.
Restoring rule of law is 
crucial

Stevenson Dhlamini, 
an economist and a senior 
lecturer at the National 
University of Science and 
Technology of Zimbabwe 
in Bulawayo, says that the 
absence of the rule of law 
is continuing to weigh on a 
resolution to debt talks and 
the prospect of attracting 
new sources of investment.

“The prevalence of the 
rule of law is pertinent to 
the country’s honouring of 
democratic privileges of its 
citizens and also good for 
attracting FDI. They are 
invaluable for the overall 
transformation of the 
country’s economy and the 
attainment of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.”

President Mnangagwa 
has been pushing for 
reengagement with Western 
countries and the US, but 
widespread scepticism 
remains over his government 
record. Jee-A van der Linde, 
an economist at Oxford 
Economics Africa, says 
Zimbabwe is keen to prove 
to investors that things are 
changing.

“Zimbabwe will be 
eager to draw a line under 
the long-running dispute 
and will hope it goes some 
way to normalise relations 
with the international 
community, especially 
with those countries 
whose citizens will benefit 
from the settlement, and, 
perhaps more importantly, 
with international finance 
institutions.”
Compensation for white 
farmers

The compensation of 
white farmers for the loss of 
land has been one of the key 
initiatives that Mnangagwa 
believes will help with the 
rapprochement.

In 2020, the government 
agreed to pay $3.5bn over 
20 years in compensation to 
local white farmers, while 
foreign white farmers were 
allowed to apply to get the 
land back.

On the sidelines of the 
Harare meeting, finance 
minister Ncube said the 
country now intends to make 
the compensation payments 
over a period of 10 years, with 
the money raised through 
treasury bills. The hope is that 
a workable compensation 
deal for white farmers will 
allow for progress to be made 
with lenders on the debt talks.

Mnangagwa said his 
government is committed 
a plan to clear to clear $6bn 
in debt arrears in order to 
gain access to international 
loans. But given the ailing 
state of the economy – the 
IMF expects growth of just 
2.8% this year – economists 
are sceptical that the cash-
strapped government will be 
able to make rapid progress 
on its arrears at the same time 

as sustaining social spending 
and paying off the white 
farmers.

“The truth is the 
government does not have 
such resources and it may 
be the case in the coming 
10 years,” says Victor 
Bhoroma, an economist 
based in Harare. “Ideally, 
debt repayment needs to be 
structured over a number of 
years so that the government 
can also provide public 
services such as basic health 
care, decent education, good 
roads and clean water, which 
may be a priority now.”
Costly deal

Dhlamini says that 
while compensation for 
white farmers will send a 
signal that the government 
respects property rights, the 
cost of the deal is likely to 
worsen the debt situation. 
Instead of taking on more 
debt, the government must 
intensify its taxation drive to 
support future expenditure, 
he argues.

Van der Linde agrees 
that raising new money 
on the international debt 
markets will be out of reach 
for the foreseeable future.

“It is incomprehensible 
that the government intends 
to tap into international debt 
markets at a time when global 
financial conditions have 
tightened considerably and 
when there are so many other 
pressing economic issues in 
Zimbabwe,” he says.

“Reworking the doings 
of the controversial ‘land 
reform’ process is long 
overdue, but Zimbabwe 
simply cannot afford to take 
on more credit.”

Dhlamini says that 
while it is still early to judge 
the likely success of the debt 
restructuring meeting, it is 
apparent it has set a tone that 
is indicative of a commitment 
to transform Zimbabwe’s 
debt landscape.

“However, if 
Zimbabwe does not 
address the fundamental 
macroeconomic imbalances, 
all the efforts to restructure 
debt will be impotent.”

Reform scepticism proves block 
to Zimbabwe debt settlement

Emmerson Mnangagwa

Zimbabwe would like 
to reset relations with 
international lenders 
but a lack of political and 
economic reforms are 
a significant stumbling 
block.



By Hlengiwe Motaung 
Minning Review Africa

AS THE demand for electric 
vehicles continues to 
soar, China has turned its 
attention to Africa in search 
of the lithium needed for the 
production of EV batteries. 
However, as China’s presence 
in African mines grows, is it 
possible for the continent to 
fully seize this momentous 
opportunity?

While this influx of 
Chinese investment could 
bring much-needed capital 
and jobs to African nations, it 
also raises concerns about the 
continent’s ability to control 
its own mineral resources. 
However, some African 
countries are taking steps to 
protect their resources, with 
Zimbabwe passing the Base 

Mineral Export Control Act in 
December to ban the export of 
raw lithium (though Chinese 
firms already invested in 
mines or processing plants in 
the country are exempt from 
this ban).

Companies like Zhejiang 
Huayou Cobalt, Sinomine 
Resource Group, and 
Chengxin Lithium Group 
have already invested $678 
million into lithium projects in 
Zimbabwe, and have acquired 
controlling shareholdings in 
Zimbabwean lithium mines 
over the past few months. 
China’s reach extends 
beyond Zimbabwe too, with 
Chinese companies gaining 
control of a sizeable share 
of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s mining sector, 

including key cobalt and 
lithium resources.

Just as investing in 
Africa’s lithium sector is 
beneficial to China, African 
countries stand to benefit 
from Chinese investment 
through job creation, taxes, 
the transfer of technology, and 
significant funding, which all 
help to develop Africa’s mining 
industry. However, there are 
several potential disadvantages 
of China monopolising 
African resources, some of 
which include:
Exploitation of resources

There is a risk that 
China’s dominance in African 
resource markets could lead to 
exploitation of these resources, 
without consideration for 
the environmental and 

social impacts on the local 
population.
Unequal trade 
relationships

China’s large-scale 
investments in Africa have 
raised concerns about unequal 
trade relationships, where 
African countries may be 
left with little bargaining 
power and be at the mercy of 
Chinese economic policies 
and practices.
Limited access for other 
countries

China’s dominance in 
African resources could also 
limit access to these resources 
for other countries, potentially 
leading to geopolitical tensions 
and economic imbalances.
Impact on local industries

China’s large-scale 

investment in African 
industries could also 
impact local industries and 
businesses, as they may not 
be able to compete with the 
low-cost products and services 
offered by Chinese firms.

As the EV market 
continues to grow, it’s essential 
for African nations to ensure 
they are maximising the 
opportunities presented by 
their mineral resources while 
also protecting their interests.

By working to build their 
own mining and processing 
capabilities, partnering with 
responsible companies, and 
investing in education and 
research, Zimbabwe can take 
an active role in shaping the 
global supply chains for these 
critical resources.

China’s rise to lithium supremacy in Zimbabwe

By Mining Weekly

GOLD miner Caledonia 
Mining Corporation is 
raising about $13 million, 
or about £10.5-million, 
to strengthen its balance 
sheet and provide it with 
working capital flexibility to 
accelerate planned work at 
its three new gold projects 
– Bilboes, Motapa and 
Maligreen – in Zimbabwe.

Caledonia, which 
operates the Blanket mine, 
in Zimbabwe, set out to raise 
about $10 million, or about 
£8.1 million, through an 
accelerated book building 
process being conducted in 
the UK and South Africa. At 
close, the bookbuild raised 
$10.6-million, or about 
£8.7-million.

Further, IH Securities 
is undertaking a placing 
of Zimbabwe depositary 
receipts, in Zimbabwe, on 
behalf of Caledonia, to raise 
about $3-million, or about 
£2.4-million.

Caledonia acquired 
the Bilboes project for 
about $65.7-million in 
January. The project has 
National Instrument (NI) 
43-101-compliant proven and 
probable mineral reserves of 
1.96-million ounces of gold in 
26.64-million tonnes at a grade 
of 2.29 g/t, measured and 
indicated mineral resources 
of 2.56-million ounces of gold 
in 35.18-million tonnes at a 
grade of 2.26 g/t and inferred 
mineral resources of 577 000 
oz of gold in 9.48-million 
tonnes at a grade of 1.89 g/t.

Bilboes has produced 
about 288 000 oz of gold since 
1989. The first gold from 
Bilboes under Caledonia’s 
ownership is due to be 
produced at the end of March.

Caledonia expects to use 
about $2-million of the net 
proceeds of its fundraise to 
fund a new feasibility study to 
investigate commercialisation 
of Bilboes, possibly through 
a phased development 
approach.

If successful, this would 
reduce the initial capital 
investment and also reduce the 
need for third-party funding, 
the gold miner says.

A further $2-million of 
the funds raised is expected to 
be used for the procurement 
of a management facility at 
Bulawayo, which will be used 
to provide shared services for 
the Blanket mine, as well as the 
Bilboes and Motapa projects.

Caledonia acquired the 
Motapa gold exploration 

project in Southern Zimbabwe 
in November 2022 for 
$8.25-million in cash and loan 
notes.

Motapa is a large 
exploration property, which is 
contiguous to the Bilboes gold 
project and about 75 km north 
of Bulawayo. The company 
believes the proximity to 
Bilboes will allow prospects 
of synergies in the evaluation 
of the geological potential for 
Motapa and, in due course, 
gold processing operations in 
the mining areas.

The mining lease for 
Motapa covers about 2 200 ha. 
About $6-million of the funds 
raised will be used for further 
exploration at Motapa.

Lastly, Caledonia 
acquired the Maligreen project 
for $4-million in November 
2021.

The property contains NI 
43-101-compliant measured 
and indicated mineral 
resources of 442 000 oz of 

gold in 8.03-million tonnes at 
1.71 g/t and inferred mineral 
resources of 420 000 oz of gold 
in 6.17-million tonnes at 2.12 
g/t.

Caledonia plans to 
use about $2-million of the 
funds raised for drilling and 
exploration at Maligreen.
RESULTS AND 2023 
OUTLOOK

Meanwhile, Caledonia 
has posted earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation 
and amortisation (Ebitda) of 
$50.4-million for the financial 
year ended December 31, 
2022, compared with an Ebitda 
of $46.4-million in the 2021 
financial year.

Gross revenue increased 
to $142-million for the 2022 
financial year, compared with 
$121-million in the prior year.

Adjusted earnings a 
share, however, decreased to 
$2.20, from $2.26 in the prior 
year.

On-mine costs decreased 

to $735/oz, compared with 
$742/oz in 2021, while all-in 
sustaining costs increased to 
$878/oz, compared with $856/
oz in 2021.

Caledonia paid a 
dividend of $0.56 a share 
for 2022, compared with the 
dividend of $0.50 a share the 
year before.

The Blanket mine 
produced 80 775 oz of gold 
in the year under review, 
compared with the 67 476 oz 
produced in 2021.

“Operationally, the last 12 
months have marked a turning 
point for the business, and I 
am delighted that we hit our 
long-term target of just over 
80 000 oz.

“The last couple of years 
has seen a tremendous amount 
of change in the company as 
we pivot the direction of the 
business towards becoming a 
multi-asset gold producer in 
Zimbabwe. We have always 
seen huge geological potential 
in the country and are very 
excited about the portfolio of 
attractive new assets that we 
have acquired,” comments 
CEO Mark Learmonth.

Another highlight 
at Blanket has been the 
installation of a 12.2 MW solar 
plant.

Looking ahead, 
Caledonia expects the Blanket 
mine to produce 75 000 oz to 
80 000 oz of gold this year.

The Bilboes oxide 
operation is expected to 
deliver a further 12 500 oz to 
17 000 oz of gold this year. 

Caledonia raises funds for Zim gold projects

Businesss I Page 11New Zimbabwe  Issue 28  26 March 2023 - 1 April 2023



New Zimbabwe FEATURES

In rural Zimbabwe, electric 
tricycles are saving lives

Josephine Nyeve and Edna Shayanewako (in white) at Igava Clinic
Igava Clinic staff led by sister in charge Tebbie Chidembo 
going for an outreach programme Igava Clinic  staff on a vaccination outreach programme
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Igava Clinic has surpassed its vaccination targets using hambas, electric tricycles powered by renewable energy
By Derick Matsengarwodzi 
gavi.org

HARARE - Margret Hali, 34, 
says she owes her life to an 
electric tricycle.

Last summer, the villager 
from Igava, 108km east of 
Harare, Zimbabwe, grew sick 
with malaria. At home alone, 
her condition worsened. Day 
after day, she lolled listlessly in 
the sun, desperate, but helpless.

A few days in, her rescuers 
arrived, riding a hamba: a 
three-wheeled cart powered 
by sustainably-produced 
electricity.

They were Igava Clinic 
staff, making routine rounds to 
check up on their patients. After 
a series of quick observations, 
they helped Hali into the truck-
bed back of the vehicle.

“I was very sick, and not 
sure what would happen to 
me,” Hali recalls.

The driver deftly steered 
the narrow hamba through 
the network of footpaths, 
aware of Hali’s frail body, until 
they reached the wider gravel 
road, where the vehicle was 
able to accelerate safely. Soon 
at the clinic, Hali received the 
treatment that saved her.

A year later, she reflects 
on the experience. “Since the 
hambas were introduced in 
2019, they have been very 
helpful to us,” Hali says. 
“Before, we had problems 
getting reliable transport to the 
clinic.”

Before the hambas 

arrived, travelling to Igava 
Clinic was complicated for the 
6,900 villagers in its catchment 
area. Pregnant women found 
themselves particularly stuck. 
Due to the distance and the 
demands of time-bound work 
on the fields, many completely 
missed their routine check-ups 
and treatments.

Igava Clinic staff led 
by sister in charge Tebbie 
Chidembo going for an 
outreach programme

But in 2019, a social 
enterprise called Mobility for 
Africa (MFA) launched the 
pilot of their e-tricycle scheme, 
targeting Zimbabwean 
women in business with the 
sustainably-powered, and 
robust utility vehicles. A group 
of pregnant women from Igava 
approached the company for 
help building an affordable off-
grid transport solution.

“In 2019, three hambas 
are being used at the Igava 
Clinic, one by the staff and 
the other two by two village 
health workers serving 
communities within the Igava 
catchment area,” said Wilson 
Mok, who handles health 
sector engagement at MFA. 
The hambas have been loaned, 
serviced and maintained by 
MFA technicians free of charge, 
he confirms.

Since then, the 
partnership has improved 
Igava Clinic’s outreach 
programmes, according to 
Tebbie Chidemo, 42, the acting 

sister-in-charge at the health 
facility. “Our catchment area 
has four commercial farms, 
and people migrate a lot in 
search of work, so sometimes 
we used to miss our targets. 
After we received the hambas, 
we can now travel 22km away, 
further increasing our targets.”

Previously, to cover all 
villages, an outreach would 
take eight days, but the hambas 
have reduced it to only two 
days. Now, the health staff can 
pick up HIV medication and 
deliver it to patients, reducing 
defaulters by 50%. Also, they 
transport four or five expectant 
mothers to the clinic for 
delivery each month, reducing 
home births.

Getting children 
protected with vaccinations 
has become easier too. In 
2022, the Igava Clinic met, or 
exceeded their targets for polio 
and measles vaccination. HPV 
immunisation for girls shot up 
from just five in 2019 to 83 in 
2021.

“With the hambas, we 
now bring the clinic closer to 
the community, carrying all 
relevant drugs, doing HIV 
testing and meeting all children 
who are due for, or who have 
missed, their vaccinations,” 
says Chidemo.

The outreach 
programmes have reduced 
queues at the clinic, and helped 
the region reach impressive 
COVID-19 vaccination rates: 
96% for the first dose, and 66% 

for the second.
“For the Expanded 

Immunisation Programme 
(EPI) we have managed to 
surpass our yearly targets and 
coverage. Now, we can do home 
visits, going offroad using the 
hamba, including visiting some 
religious communities, who 
may need privacy,” Chidemo 
says.

“In Wedza [district], 
there are a total of 47 hambas 
– 20 leased to purchase, 15 for 
transport and logistics, six for 
service providers and six for 
staff,” says Fadzai Mavhuna, 
the MFA donor relations and 
investment consultant. “The 
tough, sturdy renewable-
energy charged electric 
tricycles are charged by off-
grid energy supplies, which can 
be backed up by on-grid power 
charging.”

Josephine Nyevhe, 43, a 
village health worker, says, “I 
use the hamba to help many 
sick people, including pregnant 
women, with transport to 
the clinic. Also, I go to the 
villages to check on patients, 
investigate disease outbreaks 
and notify the clinic.”

Before each vaccination 
outreach, Nyevhe rides the 
hamba deep into the villages, 
stopping to spread the word 
about dates and places, so 
recipients can make sure to 
be ready. “I travel into the 
villages to give health advice, 
to do monitoring, counselling 
and to mobilise people on 

forthcoming vaccination and 
immunisation programmes. 
Some of the elderly may forget 
to collect their medicine and I 
drive to the clinic to get it for 
them.”

Beyond Igava, other rural 
communities are set to benefit 
from the hamba scheme, 
MFA’s Mavhuna says. “We are 
going to expand to more rural 
sites in the next 18 months. A 
minimum of eight additional 
fleets of 50 hambas each for 
the current dairy model in 
Chipinge: 400 Hambas, 600 
batteries and eight charging 
stations. We are going to 
expand to dairy farmers in 
Mashonaland East too.”

On outreach days, the 
clinic staff load their equipment 
into the hamba. Inside the 
tricycle, the team chats jovially, 
occasionally disembarking 
when they approach a river. 
On arrival, they assemble their 
gear in the shade, to better keep 
the vaccines vials safe, and wait 
for the farm workers to down 
tools.

“With our own hambas, 
it has made our lives easier,” 
says Edna Shayanewako, 34, 
who has worked at Igava clinic 
for four years. “We can now 
have weekly outreach health 
programmes and villagers 
know that we are coming, 
since we have our own 
transport. Recently, we got a 
bigger reliable battery and we 
can travel for about 100km 
before we recharge it.”



By Alois Vinga

N E W Z I M B A B W E .
COM’S Alois Vinga 
(AV) caught up with 
Professor Hope Sadza 
(HS), an astute academic, 
entrepreneur and former 
top civil servant who 
crafted the Public Service 
Commission (PSC). She 
is also the co-founder of 
the Women’s University in 
Africa (WUA).

Below are excerpts of 
the conversation which 
touches on her upbringing, 
career, dreams for the girl 
child and journey to form 
one of Zimbabwe’s highly 
reckoned Universities.    

A.V: How are you 
Prof Sadza? In a previous 
interview, you shared a 
very touching story on how 
you were first named “No 
Hope” and later renamed 
“Hope”. Would you mind 
resharing the story?

H.S: My mother was 
sick when she was carrying 
me.  She loved to tell the 
story of how I was born.  
She gave birth to me in the 
house on 26th November 
1944, our neighbour was 
the midwife who helped 
with the delivery process. 
My mother was concerned 
about how tiny I was!  “No 
hope” became my name.  
After three months, I was 
growing and feeding well, 
my parents started calling 
me Hope and that’s how my 
name changed.

My father Misheck 
Bakasa was born and 
grew up in Marondera, 
Chiota Communal Area. 
He worked as a taxi driver 
and later ran his fleet of 
taxis. My mother, Sarah 
Mugugu was the daughter 
of an evangelist, Josia Perry 
Mugugu.

My family was the 
backbone of my life. I was 
born and raised in Mbare 
by both parents.  We grew 
up very close, telling 
stories every night with my 
mother who was a teacher, 

a broadcaster and a Junior 
School Headmistress at 
George Stark School in 
Mbare.  She worked at 
the Mbare Studio on two 
programmes – “Nguva 
Yevana Vadiki” and a radio 
play where the cast talked 
about family values.

My father died in 1972 
after battling with liver 
dysfunction and my mother 
in 2002 succumbing to 

breast cancer.
A.V: On the academic 

front, many women 
locally and abroad revere 
you as a role model. What 
qualifications do you 
hold?

H.S: Below is a list of 
qualifications I hold;

Ph.D                                                   
University of Zimbabwe, 1997                                      
Thesis:  Critical Organisational 
Problems of Administering and 

Managing Social Development 
in a newly-independent 
Public Service: The Case of 
Zimbabwe.

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Honoris Causa) In Gender 
and Academic Leadership,                                                     
Zimbabwe Open University, 
2015                                                 
                                   
M.A. (Public Administration)               
University of Missouri, 
Columbia, USA,
 1980

Bsc (Public Administration)                
University of Missouri, 
Columbia, USA, 1978
Advanced Book-keeping                    
Evelyn Home College, 
Lusaka, Zambia, 1972
 
Secretarial Teaching 
Diploma
Kilburn Polytechnic, London, 
1975

Primary Teachers Diploma                
Waddilove Teachers College, 
Marondera

to page 14
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH:
Prof Hope Sadza speaks life, career and 

opening the Women’s University in Africa

Hope Sadza



A.V: Wow! All these 
qualifications. Can you 
share the experiences 
you went through in your 
studies both locally and 
abroad?

H.S: I was accepted 
into the University of 
Missouri which is located in 
the State of Missouri in the 
United States of America.  
The University had a 
student population of about 
twenty-four thousand.  
I was enrolled under 
the Faculty of Political 
Science and Management.   
Missouri was a university 
with good teaching and 
research facilities. It 
awarded bachelor’s degrees, 
master’s degrees and 
doctorates.  It was a place 
where students’ abilities 
had a chance to flourish 
and mature through access 
to knowledge from the vast 
library space, books and 
research offered there.

The city of Columbia 
was a university city with 
communities made up 
of lecturers, professors, 
students and families of the 
university community.  In 
comparison with big cities 
like New York, California 
or Washington, it was not 
“fast” in terms of life.  For 
the young African students’ 
life was in New York - they 
yearned for holidays to visit 
the big cities.  In Missouri, 
there was summer school 
where Americans and 
other nationalities went 
to their homes for three 
months.  Those who wished 
to continue having classes 
were given a chance.  I never 
went on a three months 
holiday but stayed to study 
in order to complete my 
studies early.  

Being in the Political 
Science and Management 
faculty, I had dreams of 
joining politics from an 
informed base.  Debates 
in class and university 
associations were always 
around the future, what 
we would do when we got 
back to a new Zimbabwe!  
In groups, we were starry-

eyed about our role in 
shaping the economic and 
political space into fast-
track development and 
taking our place in the 
overall development of 
Africa. The university, in 
the city of Columbia, had 
a substantial influence on 
me.  The world from which 
people’s visions and indeed 
my vision of the world 
of political science was 
moulded.  I witnessed the 
unfolding of a new vision 
of life, a new perspective of 
life and a yearning for more 
information on politics.

There is a difference 
between life as a mature 
student and conducting 
oneself amongst young 
people coming straight 
from high school. The 
young boys and girls in 
first-year university life 
were looking for fun and 
games.  Saturday nights 
became night clubbing and 
“dancing the nights away”.  
The young Zimbabwean 
men and women would 
consider me as “old” and 
missing out on the nightlife.  
I was studious, I entered 
university after having 
trained as a teacher, taught 
school and went to college 
in Zambia and had no time 
to waste.

A.V: Did you have 
the urge to start up new 
things in your childhood? 
Any examples of what you 
established in those years?

H.S: Passion for 
education and teaching 
has been my core interest.  
As a little girl, I would 
gather little girls in our 
neighbourhood and let 
them sit around our peach 
tree and say, now today 
we are going to learn how 
to pray.  I would recite my 
mother’s prayer for food 
and let them repeat after me.  
After a few days, I would 
teach them the simple 
vowels AEIOU and think of 
names starting with those 
letters.  It was fun. 

A.V: Now turning 
to your career, which 
organisations did you 

serve and in which 
capacities?

H.S: I have been 
worked with the following 
organisations;
 Founder and Vice 
Chancellor of the 
Women’s University in 
Africa – 2000 to 2020 
December. Now retired.
 
1990 – 2000    Public 
Service Commissioner 
– Deputy Chairperson 
(Presidential 
Appointment)
 
1989 – 1990    Zimbabwe 
Parastatals Commissioner 
(Presidential 
Appointment)

1987 – 1989    
Commissioner of 
the Public Service 
Review Commission, 
Government of 
Zimbabwe
 
1983 – 1987    Head 
of Human Resources 
Management Division, 
Zimbabwe Institute of 
Public Administration 
Management (ZIPAM)
(NB one of the three founding 
directors of the Institute)
 
1981 – 1982    Part-
Time Lecturer, 
Political Science and 
Public Administration 
Department, University 
of Zimbabwe
 
1980 – 1982    Registrar 
of Apprenticeship 
Authority: Ministry of 
Manpower Planning and 
Development.
 
1973 – 1975    Personal 
Assistant to the Human 
Resources Director G.E.C. 
London Headquarters; 
Mindeco Mining 
Company

1972 Assistant 
Accountant, Mt. Makulu 
Agricultural Research 
Station,  Lusaka, Zambia.

1964 – 1965    Primary 
School Teacher, Ministry 
of Education.

 A.V: After all that 
experience helping 
develop the public 
service, you still 
proceeded to establish 
WUA. What really kept 
you going?

H.S: After 20 years of 
strenuous public service 
work, I felt it was time to 
say goodbye and enter the 
new road of giving birth to 
the Women’s University in 
Africa.  I felt I had done a job 
with joy and satisfaction.  
I also felt I had seriously 
addressed the identified 
inadequacies of modern 
machinery.

The performance 
had to be identified which 
would bring up results for 
increased productivity. I 
had spent months thinking 
of retiring early so that I 
could pursue in earnest, 
what my vision was, what 
my passion for education 
was for the women of 
Zimbabwe and Africa as 
a whole, and what part 
would be played by those 
who were educated. The 
women of Zimbabwe, 
and indeed the women of 
Africa, had been side-lined 
in terms of contributing to 
the development of their 
countries.

They had not been 
identified or indeed 
given the opportunity 
to play a pivotal role in a 
developmental role, nor 
in choosing an area of 
their choice and therefore 
control the critical areas of 
development.

Men had decided that 
the role of women was in 
the kitchen, in kindergarten 
school, in primary school 
and the domestic science 
classes. What’s more, these 
women wanted and enjoyed 
taking their foisted roles in 
these areas. What a warped 
sense of decision-making 
this was. 

There was no deep 
research carried out to 
arrive at this decision.  
Did these women state 
that they in actual fact 
wanted to be train drivers, 

wanted to be doctors (and 
not only nurses), but they 
also wanted to be social 
scientists and wanted 
to take part in political 
discussions? 

They wanted to present 
their thoughts on how 
the newly independent 
Zimbabwe or other 
African countries would 
be governed and run.  
Questions were asked on 
how come women had been 
in the trenches, fighting for 
an independent nation on 
the battlefield and why they 
were now not allowed in 
higher positions in the new 
government.

With the experience 
I had in management 
training, the experience 
of hearing the thoughts of 
women in the interview 
rooms, and what women 
preferred to do in the 
government, I knew deep 
down what these women 
wanted was further 
education at the degree 
level and thereafter be 
considered capable to run 
the affairs of Government.

A.V: How many 
students did you enrol in 
your first intake at WUA?

H.S: The first 
enrolment had 147 students 
which comprised 124 
women and 23 men.

A.V: Any notable 
people who assisted you 
during these historic 
journeys?

H.S: Special mention 
goes to my  WUA  co-
founder Dr Fay Chung and 
these ladies who helped 
me couch a road map for a 
Women’s University; Tracey 
Mutaviri, Rudo Gaidzanwa, 
Anna Mupawaenda. This 
group would discuss areas 
of study like where to get 
money, how to get money 
etc.  As we continued to 
meet at different places to 
plan, we differed in process, 
got excited and even gave 
up at times!

A.V: Thank you for 
your time Prof Sadza.

H.S: Most welcome 
Alois.

from page 13
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By Evidence Chenjerai 
Global Press Journal

BIKITA, ZIMBABWE — 
When Delight Ziwacha 
was 16, she didn’t know 
one could get pregnant 
after having unprotected 
sex only once. A friend told 
her that it had to happen 
multiple times.

So, after experimenting 
with alcohol during a high 
school soccer tournament, 
she had unprotected sex with 
her 17-year-old boyfriend. A 
month and a half later, she 
found out she was pregnant.

“It only happened that 
one time,” she says.

Ziwacha, now 19, 
doesn’t remember ever 
receiving any sex education 
in school. The little she knew 
was from conversations with 
friends.

But Zimbabwe does have 
a Comprehensive Sexuality 
Education program, meant 

to equip young people like 
Ziwacha with knowledge 
about sex and help reduce 
teenage pregnancies, which 
have been soaring in the 
country, particularly during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Government data shows 
that in January and February 
2021, nearly 5,000 girls age 
17 and under got pregnant.

The trend has called the 
current sex education offered 
in schools into question. 
Some say it falls short and 
are asking the government to 
redesign it, while others want 
the curriculum scrapped 
altogether, saying that it only 
encourages young people to 
engage in early sex.

The Ministry of Primary 
and Secondary Education 
introduced Zimbabwe’s 
Comprehensive Sexuality 
Education program in 2015. 
However, it is not a stand-

alone subject. In secondary 
school, it is a topic under the 
umbrella of the Guidance 
and Counselling syllabus 
along with numerous other 
topics such as human growth 
and development and norms 
and values. In primary 
school, it is under the 
Family, Religion and Moral 
Education syllabus.

Munashe, a primary 
school teacher who requested 
to use only his first name for 
fear of retribution, blames 
the curriculum design for the 
steady increase in the number 
of teenage pregnancies. The 
design, he says, is evidence 
of the government’s lack of 
seriousness in sex education.

“Maybe if treated as a 
subject on its own, then it 
will be given enough time 
and become impactive on 
behavior change of youths 
toward sexual activities,” he 

says.
The government isn’t 

entirely to blame, Munashe 
says. He admits that some 
schools have neglected sex 
education. Some do not 
teach it or examine it. Other 
schools, he adds, leave 
the responsibility of sex 
education to nonprofits.

“There are organizations 
that come and teach learners 
in schools, but in the absence 
of funding, no sex education 
happens,” he says.

Tawanda, a secondary 
school teacher who also 
prefers to go by his first 
name for fear of retribution, 
agrees with Munashe. “The 
challenge is it [sex education] 
is not examinable. Therefore, 
it doesn’t contribute to the 
learners’ passes,” he says. A 
guidance and counseling 
teacher, Tawanda sees a 
pressing need for schools to 

take sex education seriously 
and assess it for it to be 
effective.

Schools can work only 
with the available resources, 
and this is part of the 
problem. Munashe says there 
is not enough government 
funding to implement the 
sex education curriculum. 
But Taungana Ndoro, the 
director of communications 
and advocacy at the Ministry 
of Primary and Secondary 
Education, says the 
government already provides 
a budget for this.

Panashe Sithole is an 
18-year-old member of 
Parliament in Zimbabwe’s 
Junior Parliament, a parallel 
body under the Zimbabwe 
Youth Council. She sees the 
need for a complete overhaul 
of the current sex education 
program.

Teen Pregnancies Are Soaring. 
Is Revamping Sex Education 
the Answer? Teachers and others say Zimbabwe’s current curriculum 

falls short and should be redesigned. But some question 
whether the subject should be taught in schools at all.

to page 16
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Delight Ziwacha, 19, does chores at her home in Bikita, Zimbabwe. The first time she had sex, Ziwacha didn’t know she could get pregnant after having unprotected sex only once.
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“It should be put as a 
stand-alone” subject, she 
says.

Sithole, who is in 
secondary school, says that 
sex education is rarely taught 
in her school. While the 
Junior Parliament advocates 
for issues affecting young 
people, the group doesn’t 
convene as often.

More is needed to 
complement sex education 
and reduce teenage 
pregnancies, Sithole says, 
such as distributing free 
contraceptives in schools. 
However, Parliament has 
previously rejected this 
proposal.

“It only happened that 
one time.”

Not everyone thinks 
a redesign is necessary. 
Some say introducing sex 
education has only stirred 
the hornet’s nest. Exposing 
young people to this subject 
has encouraged more to 
engage in early sex and led to 
more unwanted pregnancies 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases, says Chenai Muti, 
a parent.

In “our generation, 
unwanted pregnancies were 
rare because we were not 
taught about [this] adult 
stuff. Sex issues should be 
learned by one once they are 
married, not before,” says 
Muti.

Ekenia Chifamba says 
this is one of the many myths 
surrounding sex education 
that she has encountered 
in her work. The founding 
director of Shamwari Ye 
Mwanasikana, a nonprofit 
that empowers girls, says 
this information only equips 
young people to make 
informed decisions on their 
sexuality.

It’s for this reason that 
her organization has been 
offering peer counseling 
to young women. “They 
meet up and discuss issues 
that they specifically face, 
for them to be able to draw 
strength and lessons from 
each other,” she says.

In fact, young people 
already have access to some 
of this information, whether 
schools teach sex education 
or not, says Vimbai Berete, 

a parent. “Either on the 
internet or on social media,” 
she says. “I feel it’s better that 
they get formal sex education 
than us pretending that they 
are innocent.”

Berete has already 
broached the subject with 
her 6-year-old daughter, 
but only what she considers 
appropriate. “I cannot talk 
to her about sex now, but 
I have already created that 
relationship where I can 
actually talk to her when the 
time is right. As parents we 
should play our part and not 
leave everything to teachers,” 
she says.

Teachers aren’t 
adequately trained to offer 
this kind of education, 
she adds. “Just like a sport 
teacher where a teacher can 
have a degree in sport, the 
same should be done for sex 
education.”

Torerayi Moyo agrees. 
The chairperson of the 
Parliamentary Portfolio 
Committee on Primary 
and Secondary Education 
acknowledges shortcomings 
in the sex education offered 

in schools and a lack of 
training for teachers.

“It is clear that there is 
a need to review the module 
to be more informative and 
life-changing to learners in 
schools,” he says.

The committee is 
working with the ministry 
of education to ensure that 
young people have access to 
age-appropriate information 
on sexuality in schools, 
Moyo adds. For example, 
through the recently 
promulgated Education Act, 
officials will appoint sexual 
and reproductive health 
personnel in schools.

“As a committee, we 
think it is progressive, as this 
will open up opportunities 
for the learners in school 
to be taught or be given 
information on sexual and 
reproductive rights,” Moyo 
says.

Many other policies 
aimed at curbing teenage 
pregnancies are also taking 
shape as the government 
implements the Education 
Act, he adds.

Although the committee 

will continue engaging the 
ministry to ensure that 
schools adequately teach 
sex education, Moyo says all 
stakeholders need to work 
together to curb teenage 
pregnancies. “The lessons 
picked from the COVID-19 
pandemic are crucial in the 
policymaking process.”

Charity, who requested 
to use her first name for fear 
of stigma, got pregnant when 
she was 15. Although she 
knew a little bit about the 
dangers of unprotected sex 
from older women around 
her, she never received 
adequate sex education 
in school. Charity, whose 
child is almost 2 years old, 
says her school would offer 
something related to sex 
education toward the end of 
each term, but there wasn’t 
much depth to it.

“We were separated — 
boys from girls — and told 
to behave well during school 
holidays, but that is the only 
time we were taught about 
sex,” she says. “It was more 
of a cautionary tale for the 
holidays.”

from page 15
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By Vivian Mugarisi 
WHO Zimbabwe Communi-
cations Specialist

HARARE, ZIMBABWE 
– On Friday Zimbabwe 
joined the world to 
commemorate World 
Tuberculosis (TB) Day, an 
opportunity to take stock of 
global efforts to end TB by 
2030. 

This year’s theme, ‘Yes 
we can end TB’ recognizes 
our shared resolve to harness 
high-level leadership for 
increased investment, 
adoption of innovations, and 
multisectoral collaboration 
to combat this important 
epidemic. This year’s TB Day 
is even more critical, as a 
platform to raise awareness 
and garner the much-needed 
political commitment to step 
up the fight, ahead of the 2023 
UN High-Level Meeting on 
TB, slated for September.

TB remains a public 
health emergency, with 
30,000 people falling ill, and 
more 4,000 lives lost each 
day globally, despite it being 
both preventable and curable. 
In Zimbabwe, 16,300 TB 
cases were notified in 2021, 
from an estimated 30,000 
incident cases, translating to 
a treatment coverage of 54%.  

While the country has 
made remarkable progress to 
curtail the burden of disease, 
and now removed from the 
list of top 30 high burden 
countries for TB, on account 
of sustained investments to 
strengthen the National TB 
Control Programme and a 
successful anti-retroviral 
programme, the country still 
grapples with close to 14,000 
missed cases annually, and a 
disproportionate burden of 
TB-HIV and drug-resistant 
TB. 

In addition, over 80% 
of TB patients experience 
substantial high out of pocket 
costs and indirect costs such as 
income loss, when accessing 
services, an important barrier 

to life saving treatment.  
Furthermore, finding TB 
in children remains elusive, 
with notifications in 2021 
accounting for 5% of total 
notifications, against an 
annual global achievement 
of 10-12%. The situation 
has been compounded by 
the disruptive impact from 
COVID-19 in recent years, 
albeit with signs of recovery 
as noted in 2021.

“Our shared aspiration 
to end TB is a real possibility, 
if only we harness our 
collective resolve to do more 
with less, targeting the finite 
resources more intelligently, 
to innovations with potential 
for greatest impact” said 
Dr Ronald Thulani Ncube, 
Executive Director, The 
Union Zimbabwe Trust.

To consolidate our gains 
and address the lingering 
gaps, continued investment 
towards ending TB remains a 
priority, from both domestic 
sources and donor funding, 
to bridge the funding gap in 
the current national strategy 
of USD$62,6 million. Multi-
stakeholder collaboration 
remains a critical enabler, 
building on the platform 
of the recently launched 
multisectoral accountability 
framework for TB (MAF-
TB).

This World TB Day, the 
World Health Organisation 
and Union Zimbabwe Trust 
(UZT) call on government, 
communities, civil society 
organizations, health-care 
providers, national and 
international partners to 
remain a united force, leaving 
no one behind, to ensure an 
equitable, rights-based and 
people-centered national 

response.
“Ending TB is very 

possible but there is need for 
government and partners 
to commit more financial 
resources to address the 
current funding gaps 
and deliver quality TB 
services for everyone in 
need, particularly the most 
vulnerable,” said Professor 
Jean-Marie Dangou, WHO 
Representative in Zimbabwe.

We recognize the 
unflinching support, both 
financial and technical to 
the national response, from 
our funding and technical 
partners such as the Global 
Fund, WHO, the United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the 
Stop TB Partnership, and 
many others, and implore 
new partners to join the fight, 
towards ending TB by 2030.
About WHO: 

WHO leads global 
efforts to expand universal 
health coverage. We 
direct and coordinate 
the world’s response to 
health emergencies. And 
we promote healthier 
lives – from pregnancy 
care through old age. 
Our Triple Billion targets 
outline an ambitious plan 
for the world to achieve 
good health for all using 
science-based policies and 
programmes.  

For more information 
on WHO’s work and 
programmes in Zimbabwe, 
www.afro.who.int/countries/
zimbabwe. Follow us 
on Twitter: @WHO_
Zimbabwe: Facebook: 
World Health Organization 
Zimbabwe Instagram: @
WHO Zimbabwe
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By David Owen Rama /The 
Discourse

AFTER six years establishing 
himself in Canada, 
Zimbabwean rapper Alpha 
Centauri has forged creative 
relationships in Nanaimo 
that have helped him take his 
craft to the next level.

Collaborating with local 
event promoter and music 
producer Wes Smith, Alpha 
Centauri has formulated a 
long-term plan to put out 
several new singles over the 
course of 2023, eventually 
leading up to a full-length 
studio release scheduled for 
March 2024. 

Born Sean Chigumba 
in Harare, Zimbabwe to 
professional parents, Alpha 

Centauri was strongly 
encouraged by his family 
to pursue a career in law. 
“I come from a privileged 
background,” he explains over 
the phone from his home in 
North Nanaimo. “My mother 
is a lawyer and my father is an 
engineer, so I was expected to 
seek out a professional career 
as well.”

A passionate music 
lover since he was a child and 
heavily influenced by western 
R&B music and Zimbabwean 
Sungura artists like Alick 
Macheso, popular music 
that dominated the country’s 
airwaves, he was inspired to 
put together a team of dancers 
with some of his friends under 

the moniker Blaze Skwad, a 
crew that would perform at 
local sports events.

In 2010 the young music 
fan reluctantly relocated to 
South Africa where he studied 
at the Nelson Mandela School 
of Law at Fort Hare University. 
During his studies he and 
many of his schoolmates 
lived in Quigney, a once 
affluent seaside community 
that had devolved into a very 
dangerous neighbourhood as 
a result of poverty and crime.

Quigney was so 
dangerous that Alpha 
Centauri himself narrowly 
escaped a fatal stabbing in the 
streets, he recounts. When 
not attending classes, he and 

his fellow students remained 
inside their dorms to avoid the 
dangers outside. 

During this period 
Alpha Centauri and some 
of his friends began taking 
an interest in hip-hop music 
and writing raps of their own. 
They began collecting some 
basic recording equipment 
which allowed him to work 
with other local rappers while 
developing his skills in the art 
form.

He completed his studies 
in 2014 then returned to his 
home in Zimbabwe, where 
he began practicing law.  This 
was a challenging time for 
the young lawyer as his heart 
remained anchored in his love 

of music.
But a personal revelation 

would propel him into the 
next stage of his life. 

“I was going through 
a rough time in my life, and 
I was upset. I was looking 
up at the stars asking for 
answers from the universe, 
and it never answered me 
back. Then as I was walking 
back in the house, I caught 
my reflection in the window, 
and at that moment I realized 
that I actually possessed all of 
the answers I needed for all of 
the questions I have about life. 
So, I named myself after a star 
to remind me that I have the 
answers, and all I had to do 
was look within.”

Canada-based Zimbabwean 
rapper Alpha Centauri 
lights up
With several genre-blending 
singles set to launch this year, 
the Nanaimo-based hip-hop 
artist reflects on the revelations 
that helped propel his craft.

to page 19
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The hip-hop songwriter brings positive energy and his native Shona language to his 
latest single, I’ll Fly. Photo courtesy of Alpha Centauri



Inspired by this personal 
epiphany, Alpha Centauri 
began considering a life 
elsewhere in the world. “I knew 
that it was quite common for 
many Zimbabweans to leave 
their country and establish 
new lives in other parts of the 
world and with this in mind I 
set my sights on the possibility 
of immigrating to Canada.” 

Canada felt like it could 
be a good fit because the 
country offered work permits 
to foreign students which 
would provide the young 
rapper with the opportunity 
to broaden his education 
while going through the 
process of seeking permanent 
residence in the country.

“I wanted to find 
somewhere where I could 
really start over and put my 
roots in the ground, to maybe 
find an opportunity for my 
siblings to be able to come to 
school in a different place,” he 
says.

Moving to Nanaimo 
in 2016, Alpha Centauri 
began studying business 
and marketing at Vancouver 
Island University (VIU). It 
was during this time that 
he continued to develop his 
rhyming skills, eventually 
recording many of his own 
soulful rap songs on a 12-year-
old laptop.

As a student at VIU 
he began attending open 
mic nights at the student 
union pub where to his great 
pleasure he immediately met 
other young Zimabawean 
hip-hop fans congregating 
there to flex their rhyming 
and DJ skills in freestyle rap 
battles. 

It was at one of these pre-
pandemic open mic nights 
that local music producer 
Smith caught the young 
rapper’s performance. 

“I was at the annual Hip 

Hop Forum at the VIU pub,” 
Smith recalls. “Alpha Centauri 
performed a song with fellow 
student Swisher called Away, 
and that’s what it did, it blew 
me away. So I went up and 
introduced myself.”

Following that meet up, 
Smith began booking Alpha 
Centauri and some of his 
crew on a few local shows he 
was presenting. The young 
rappers opened for several 
West Coast artists such as 
Moka Only, Sirreal, Illvis 
Freshly and Caleb Hart. 

Smith and Alpha 
Centauri continued to stay in 
touch and by 2019 the young 
artist approached Smith with 
a fistful of new songs.

Smith was quite 
impressed with the new 
material and suggested 
the songs would benefit 
from a live backing band. 
The producer then spent a 
period of time sourcing and 
recruiting the right musicians 
to bring life to the proposed 
recording sessions.

A man stands in a studio 
with headphones next to a 
mic.

Limited by the new 
pandemic restrictions, Smith 
kept his search focused 
primarily on the West Coast 
music scene recruiting 
Vancouver reggae band 
RebeLstoke, along with 
other local session musicians 

including trumpet player 
David Bamford, DJ All Good, 
as well as Aurah Ariko, an 
Edmonton-based singer who 
was actually a high school 
friend of Alpha Centauri from 
Zimbabwe.

Twenty songs came out 
of those initial recording 
sessions showcasing a variety 
of musical influences like 
funk and R&B, melded with 
popular African genres such 
as Congolese rumba, Afrobeat 
and Sungura stylings. 

Both Smith and Alpha 
Centauri describe the 
recording sessions as very 
smooth and prolific with each 
of them bringing a different 
perspective to the creation 

that they found highly 
complementary.

Alpha Centauri brings 
a bilingual flow to this new 
music rapping in both English 
and his native Shona language. 

“The Shona language is 
so versatile,” he explains. “If 
you really know how to use 
it well you can incorporate it 
into rap in such a way that it 
can be mixed in and out with 
people barely noticing the 
transition.” 

As an attempt to stand 
out in a media-saturated 
world, Alpha Centauri and 
his producer have devised a 
plan to slowly release eight 
singles over the course of 
2023 leading up to a full-
length studio release slated for 
March 2024.

The first single of 
this series, I’ll Fly, blends 
Alpha Centauri’s poetry 
with live instrumentation 
from Vancouver-based 
RebeLstoke. It’s now available 
for purchase, with samples 
of forthcoming singles from 
these sessions available to 
stream at Alpha Centauri’s 
website.

His single Away was 
recently placed as the theme 
for the Canadian film Evelyne, 
starring Zimbabwean-
Canadian actress Rumbie 
Mustofa, and directed by 
Vancouver based filmmaker 
Carl Bessai. 

On a mission to connect 
with young hip-hop fans, 
Alpha Centauri hopes the life 
lessons that have guided him 
to this point in time might 
bring inspiration to those who 
struggle just as he has. 

“I want to put the 
medicine in the music. So my 
music has a lot of depth to 
it. It has multiple layers, you 
know? Nothing that I say is 
by accident, and nothing is 
frivolous.”

from page 18
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Canada-based Zimbabwean rapper Alpha Centauri lights up...

The Nanaimo-based rapper honed his skills as a student in South Africa and then in Vancouver Island 
University: Photo courtesy of Alpha Centauri
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By Hypebeast.com

JOHANNESBURG - Today, 
Kim Jayde stands tall as 
Sneaker District South 
Africa’s head of marketing. 

Having recently 
celebrated the store’s grand 
opening, Jayde’s commitment 
to stepping out of her comfort 
zone has earned her the shoes 
she fills today as one of her 
region’s proud representatives 
in the sneakerverse.

Coming from Bulawayo 
– a small town in Zimbabwe 
– Jayde’s love for sneakers 
has blossomed alongside her 
professional career. 

A former MTV Base 
VJ and fashion blogger, she 
managed to cement herself as 
part of the scene with sneaker 
content creation and the 
founding of her production 
house. Throughout this 
journey, kicks spoke to her 
as an opportunity for self-
expression. 

She shared with us that 
in South Africa, “a lot of 
the celebrities favour fancy 
dresses, weaves, nails etc. and 
I was like yeah, I’m going to do 
my sneakers and I’m going to 
do it my way.”

In this edition of 
Hypebeast’s Sole Mates, 
Kim Jayde discusses her 
love of the Air Jordan 4, the 
growing focus on women in 
the industry, South Africa’s 
sneaker history and her work 
with Sneaker District South 
Africa.

Hypebeast: What 
sparked your interest in 
sneakers?

Kim Jayde: I come from 
Zimbabwe where I was raised 
very traditional – ladies wear 
dresses and heels and boys 
wear sneakers and shorts. 
After joining MTV Base as 
a VJ, I started traveling the 
world and connecting with 

artists – oftentimes rappers 
– and being exposed to all 
these people and cultures, 
which was eye opening. That 
brought me into the world 
of sneakers tangentially, but 
it was the first sneaker that a 
brand seeded me that had me 
hooked for life.

What’s the story behind 
that pair?

I’ll never forget it. It 
was the FENTY x PUMA 
Bow sneakers and when they 
arrived I started crying and 
remember thinking “they’re 
so expensive and amazing and 
Rihanna is a goddess!”

How many shoes do you 
own now?

Definitely over a 
hundred. At one point, I 
neared 200 pairs and realized 
it was too much and that 
there’s actually people that 
really need kicks. I worked 
with Special Olympics South 
Africa and was able to share 
60 pairs of sneakers, a fitting 
way to pass on what I refer to 
as my “babies.”

How did you build up 
your sneaker collection?

Like many, the Air 
Jordan 1 was my first love. 
One day, I walked into a store 
and an associate recognized 
me and asked if I was there 
for the drop. I hesitated but 
said yes (I didn’t know what 
was releasing that day) and 
it was the Air Jordan 1 High 
“Satin Black Toe.” After I 
started rocking 1s, people 
started reaching out and 
offering pairs. Before I knew 
it, I was monitoring drops and 
importing kicks from around 
the world that no one else in 
South Africa had.

“Cigarettes come with 
a warning, sneakers don’t.” 
It’s easy to get carried away 
quickly.

So quickly! Cigarettes 

come with a warning, 
sneakers don’t.

Was this your first pair 
of Air Jordan 4s?

This Off-White™ 
collaboration was my first 
pair, it got me into the 
silhouette and aside from it 
being fire, I love that it doesn’t 
crease.

How did you get your 
hands on the Off-White™ x 
Air Jordan 4 “Sail?”

After I left MTV and 
started my own production 
house, I wanted to further 
dive into sneaker culture. 
I started the YouTube 
series “Kickin’ It With Kim 
Jayde” where I interviewed 
sneakerheads from South 
Africa and celebrities around 
the world. For my first season 
finale, I was able to link with 
DJ Clark Kent. We kept in 
touch afterwards and when 
the Off-White™ x Air Jordan 4 
“Sail” drop came around and 
it wasn’t releasing in Africa, I 
had to hit him up. He was so 
kind and said he’d put me on 
“The List.” Thanks to him, I 
paid retail, which is so crazy to 
me. To think that a girl from 
Zimbabwe could connect 
with one of the greatest hip-
hop DJs ever to get sneakers 
– all because of social media 
– how amazing is that?

What would a Kim Jayde 
x Air Jordan 4 look like?

It’d have to be a 
colorway that is easy to style 
– something in the neutrals 
with nudes and grays. I 
would definitely include a 
reference to my home country 
of Zimbabwe as well. Not 
something as obvious as a flag 
but subtle color inclusions or 
a small design – a little nod 
to Africa to say: this is where 
I come from, we’re here now.

Do you think that 
Jordan Brand does a good 

job catering to women?
Traditionally, most of 

us women have felt that the 
dudes get the dope drops. 
More than ever now, men are 
complaining about not getting 
their sizes on women’s drops. 
It’s great that they’re catering 
to us and that more sneaker 
brands have us in mind. 
Whether it be producing 
products, creating women-
focused social channels, 
whatever. I appreciate it 
because I feel like we were left 
out for the longest time.

“[Sneaker culture] 
doesn’t see color, gender, or 
race. If you’re wearing heat on 
your feet, respect.”

Can you tell us more 
about South African sneaker 
culture?

The impact of apartheid 
and the financial struggles at 
the time led many to Converse 
because of its affordability. As 
a result, it’s the shoe of South 
Africa in a way and carries 
a significant history in this 
country. Nowadays, thanks 
to globalization and social 
media, everything goes. 
There’s a beauty in how we see 
everyone wearing whatever 
they want. Sneaker culture 
doesn’t know boundaries. It 
doesn’t see color, gender, or 
race. If you’re wearing heat on 
your feet, respect.

You just celebrated the 
opening of Sneaker District 
South Africa. What about 
the store makes it stand out 
from the scene there?

Since the height of the 
pandemic, getting anyone out 
of the house to buy something 
is a challenge. What we’re 
doing at Sneaker District – as 
they’ve done in Abu Dhabi 
– is create an experiential 
store. We have a full-time 
customization area with artists 
that can paint your shoes any 

day of the week, alongside 
offering heat pressing for 
apparel customization. 
Beyond that, Red Bull created 
a 3-on-3 basketball court and 
bar while a Crep Laundry 
setup is available as well. We 
offer brands from across the 
world while also providing 
an amazing experience 
and building a community 
for young creators and 
sneakerheads.

What sneaker brand is 
on the come up right now?

Reebok is going to make 
a massive comeback. As 
someone involved with buys 
at Sneaker District, I’m privy 
to looking at the next year’s 
worth of products and it is fire.

“They let a sneakerhead 
into the boardroom, this sh*t 
is never going to be the same.”

What’s it like looking at 
products early?

It’s absolute heaven. 
When I joined Sneaker 
District I said “they let 
a sneakerhead into the 
boardroom, this sh*t is 
never going to be the same.” 
Creatives and entertainers 
that are fans of the culture 
don’t ever get to be in the 
boardrooms where they make 
the decisions. Deciding stuff 
like which influencers to 
involve, how we speak to the 
market with our branding, 
what’s the message we’re going 
to present, etc. It’s an absolute 
honor, I feel like a kid in a 
candy store. Whenever our 
buyers meet with brands, I 
gotta be there.

What do sneakers mean 
to you?

They’re a form of self-
expression and they empower 
me to be myself. Going to 
events and seeing all of the 
other women in stilettos, my 
kicks let me be different and 
go against the grain.

Kim Jayde excels in new 
marketing role with Sneaker 
District South Africa



By Ben Ebuka 
Face2Face Africa

WITH the global 
complaints about 
some activities of tech 
companies that are 
detrimental to society, 
Big Techs are making 
adjustments and 
reorganizing to address 
these concerns.

Google, one of the Big 
Techs, is facing mounting 
criticisms and legal 
issues, including antitrust 
lawsuits, increasingly 
strict regulations, eroding 
privacy, protests over its 
treatment of employees, and 
accusations of not fighting 
misinformation.

In what is seen as a 
bid to adjust its operations, 
maintain a positive balance 
with society, provide more 
informed perspectives, 
and reduce the increasing 
backlash, Google recently 
appointed James Manyika 
as the Senior Vice President 
of Technology and Society. 
James is tasked with the 
responsibility of shaping 
and sharing the company’s 

view on the impact of tech 
on the economy, planet, and 
society.

He is to focus on 
Artificial Intelligence, 
the future of work and 
the digital economy, 
computing infrastructure, 
sustainability, and other 
areas of possible significant 
impact on society. The 
appointment makes James 
the first person to ever hold 
the newly-created position, 
and he will report directly to 
Google CEO, Sundar Pichai. 
His appointment comes 
at a critical time when the 
world is witnessing rapid 
development in tech, which 
is causing some disquiet 
about the potential harm 
that might arise.

James Manyika can take 
on the task, judging from his 
over 30-year experience and 
research on global economic 
and technological trends. 
Throughout his career, he 
has advised chief executives 
and founders of many 
leading tech companies and 
co-authored many books 

and reports on technology, 
the future of work, and other 
global tech issues.

Before his recent 
appointment at Google, 
James held several senior 
positions in different 
organizations. In 2011, 
he was appointed to the 
U.S. National Innovation 
Advisory Board at the 
Department of Commerce 
during the Obama 
administration. He also 
served as the vice-chair of 
the United States Global 
Development Council at the 
White House. In 2019, he was 
appointed alongside Mary 
Kay Henry by Governor 
Gavin Newsom as co-chair 
of California’s Future of 
Work Commission.

He is part of several 
think tanks, including a 
member of the U.S. Council 
on Foreign Relations 
and a board member of 
Harvard’s Hutchins Center 
for African and African 
American Research. 
He is on the Advisory 
Council of the Institute for 

Human-Centered Artificial 
Intelligence at Stanford 
University, and on the 
advisory board of the MIT 
Initiative on the Digital 
Economy. He is also part of 
the advisory board of the 
Oxford Internet Institute, 
a board member of the 
boards of the MacArthur 
Foundation, Hewlett 
Foundation, and Markle 
Foundation, a trustee of the 
XPrize Foundation, and a 
senior advisor at Schmidt 
Futures.

James is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts, a fellow 
of the Institute for Human-
Centered AI at Standford 
Univesity, a fellow in Ethics 
and AI at Oxford University, 
a fellow of DeepMind, and 
a fellow of Balliol College of 
Oxford Univesity.
Aside from work, James 
has co-authored books, 
including:

‘Decentralized Data 
Fusion: An Information 
Theoretic Approach’ (James 

Manyika and Hugh F. 
Durrant-Whyte, 1994).

‘No Ordinary 
Disruption: The Four Global 
Forces Breaking All the 
Trends’ (James Manyika, 
Jonathan Woetzel, and 
Richard Dobbs, 2015).
Early Life and Education

James Manyika 
was born and raised in 
Zimbabwe. He attended 
Prince Edward School and 
graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from the 
University of Zimbabwe. He 
earned a Master of Science in 
Mathematics and Computer 
Science and Doctorate in AI 
and Robotics from Oxford 
University.

James is a Zimbabwean 
American renowned for his 
research and works in the 
intersection of the economy 
and technology in areas 
of artificial intelligence, 
robotics, and the future of 
work. He was named one 
of the 100 Most Influential 
Africans in 2020 and 2022 by 
the New African Magazine.

New Zimbabwe DIASPORA
Meet James Manyika, Google’s 
first senior VP for tech and society
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‘Inspirational’ University 
of Chester student Rindai

By Chester Standard 

A UNIVERSITY of 
Chester student who 
relocated to the UK 
from Zimbabwe before 
commuting from West 
Yorkshire to campus 
has been praised for 
her perseverance and 
work supporting other 
students.

Rindai Nyemba, 
who graduated last week 
from the University of 
Chester with an Master’s 
in Social Work, commuted 
to University Centre 
Warrington whilst working 
tirelessly to help fellow 
international students. 
Pursuing her career goals 
involved many hours of 
travelling and studying 
alongside looking after her 
young son with the help of 
her husband.

She said: “I last engaged 
in full time study years 
ago. I always wanted to go 
beyond an undergraduate 
qualification, but I was 
working full time and 
juggling family life. I 
reflected on my academic 
plans as well as future 
career prospects and I 
then decided to pick a 
programme that would 
combine my passion for 
supporting people and my 
desire to obtain a higher 
qualification. After doing 
my research I came across 
the Master’s in Social Work 
that was being offered by 
the University of Chester 
and realised that it was in 
line with my goals.”

Rindai travelled to 
Warrington from West 

Yorkshire by train with 
many early starts and late 
evenings.

“I cannot 
underestimate the 
impact of the support 
and encouragement I 
received from my family. 
They encouraged me to 
keep going, drove me to 
the train station at odd 
hours and often supported 
me with childcare. They 
always provided emotional 
support.”

Committed to helping 
her fellow international 
students, Rindai also found 
the time to establish and 
run a Black and Minority 
Ethnic (BAME) social work 
student support group 
bringing students together 
to work through challenges 
and offer each other advice 
and friendship.

Rindai produced 
a report on the group’s 
activities and after 
discovering challenges 
pertinent to international 
students she met with Social 
Work England (SWE), the 
profession’s regulatory body 
and British Association of 
Social Workers to highlight 
the barriers international 
students in particular face 
in higher education and 
social work.

Her work and 
determination ensured that 
she completed her Master’s 
degree and has now been 
offered a role following a 
successful placement.

Rindai added: “My 
Master’s degree has 
opened several doors of 

opportunity. From the day 
I interviewed for the place 
to study for my Master’s, 
to the day I received my 
final transcript in the mail, 
I was supported by my 
lecturers, tutors and other 
departments within the 
University. They answered 
my questions and provided 
guidance that I deemed 
crucial for an international 
student.”

Mandy Schofield, 
Deputy Head of Social 
Work at the University of 
Chester, said: “Rindai is an 
exceptional international 
student who moved 
thousands of miles with 
her husband and young son 
in Jan 2021 to undertake 
our full time postgraduate 
two-year programme. 
Despite having to initially 
commute from West 
Yorkshire whilst the family 
sought more permanent 
accommodation and having 
to find an appropriate school 
placement for her son, she 
has shown such dedication 
and commitment to her 
studies. She shone on her 
final 100-day placement so 
much so that her host local 
authority decided to seek 
the required work permit to 
enable them to employ her.

“Rindai has always 
worked constructively 
with staff to advocate 
for her fellow students. 
She has been a fantastic 
ambassador for the 
University of Chester 
during her two years of 
study and we wish her all 
the best for the future.”

Rindai Nyemba has graduated from the University of Chester 
with a Masters in Social Work after juggling long commutes and 
helping other international students through support groups.

Rindai Nyemba has graduated from the University 
of Chester with a Masters in Social Work after 
juggling long commutes and helping other 
international students through support groups.
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By Sports Reporter 

E N G L A N D - B A S E D 
Zimbabwean rising star 
Zanda Siziba has taken 
a positive step in his 
career after completing a 
move to English National 
League Yeovil Town.

Siziba has been on the 
books of League One side 
Ipswich Town since joining 
their academy in 2019.

The highly rated 
winger, who qualifies to 
play international football 
for Zimbabwe, made 
one senior start and five 

substitute appearances for 
the Ipswich Town, all in the 
Papa Johns Trophy.

Yeovil Town, who 
are also home to former 
Warriors striker Benjani 
Mwaruwari’s son Benjani 
Jr, confirmed Siziba’s 
signing in a statement on 
their official website.

“Yeovil Town are 
delighted to announce the 
signing of Zanda Siziba 
from Ipswich Town on a 
permanent transfer. The 
19-year-old arrived in 
Somerset this week and 
signed a two-year deal at 

Huish Park.
“The tricky winger 

started his career within the 
youth system at Dagenham 
& Redbridge, before being 
picked up by Premier 
League side Tottenham 
Hotspur. In 2019, he made 
the switch to Suffolk to join 
the Ipswich Town youth 
system. During his time 
with the Tractor Boys, he 
made his first team debut 
in the EFL Trophy against 
Gillingham, and went on 
to make a total of six first 
team appearances. He now 
arrives in Somerset, adding 

additional impetus to the 
Glovers’ options in the 
wide areas,” the club said in 
a statement.

Commenting after his 
signing was confirmed, 
Siziba said; “I’m really 
excited to get going. I 
met my teammates today, 
they’ve been welcoming so 
I’m really excited.

“We had a good and 
hard session today, it 
was intense with a lot of 
finishing, that’s what I like 
to do!”

The England-bred 
teenager joined Ipswich 

Town midway through 
the 2018/19 season from 
Tottenham Hotspurs 
Academy where he was 
highly rated, with the UK 
newspaper Mirror listing 
him among six of England’s 
great hopes.

Siziba is one of the 
two Zimbabwe Warriors 
prospects in the Ipswich 
Town development 
side including forward 
Tawanda Chirewa, who 
has previously been linked 
with move to English 
Premier League sides.

Zanda Siziba

Highly rated teen starlet 
Siziba seals move to 

English side Yeovil Town
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Rugby ace Craig Davidson revels in 
memorable season with Scotland 

Under-20sBy Sports Reporter

ZIMBABWE-BORN rugby 
ace Craig Davidson has 
spoken of his delight after 
enjoying a memorable 
maiden season with the 
Scotland Under-20 rugby 
team.

The 20-year-old loosehead 
prop, who was born in Harare 
and educated in Zimbabwe 
and neighbouring South Africa 
established himself as a regular 
in the Scotland Under-20 rugby 
team during their 2023 Under-20 
Six Nations campaign.

In an interview with 
Scotland Rugby Union’s official 
website this week, Davidson said 
he relished every moment of 
being part of such as prestigious 
competition as the Under-20 Six 
Nations.

He was also fascinated by 
the professional approach by the 
Scotland side which meant the 
team had different coaches for 
different aspects of the game.

“It’s the most professional 
rugby I have ever played with the 
way it works going into camp, 
having a S & C (Strength and 
Conditioning) coach, a scrum 
coach, the lineout attack coach, 
everything is just professional. 
It’s just an incredible experience 
that I will remember forever,” 
Davidson said.

Davidson featured in all of 
Scotland’s matches at loosehead 
prop since coming off the 
bench against England at the 
Twickenham Stoop for his debut.

He became the latest 
Zimbabwean-born player to 
feature for Scotland recently, 
joining Panashe Muzambe, who 
recently became the first black 
woman to play for the European 
nation in international rugby.

 “That was just incredible, 
wearing the thistle for the 
first time, singing the national 
anthem. Coming off the bench 
we were losing at that point, we 
eventually took the lead in that 
game, but they did get the win.

“But I think on that night 
we proved that we are a good 
rugby team, and everybody came 
together, and we were super 
proud of ourselves. I loved every 
second.”

The next week saw the 
forward make his first start for 
Scotland U20 in their first home 

game of the campaign against 
Wales.

“That was unreal, beating a 
3-year losing streak for Scotland 
U20. I have said it to many people, 
that the night we beat Wales was 
the best night of my life.”

The trip to Agen was 
Davidson’s first time visiting 
mainland Europe – an exciting 
moment for anyone – but one that 
is even more special by being part 
of this group and playing in front 
of a crowd of over 10,000 people.

“Playing in front of a crowd 
of 10,500 people – there’s not 
many people who get to do that 
in their lives. Even at high school 
I played in front of a couple of 
thousand people, but it doesn’t 
even compare. The French host a 
rugby game very well.”

Davidson was born in 
Harare, where he went to Hellenic 
Primary and represented the 
school in his early years.

He worked hard to attain 
both an academic and rugby 
bursary to attend the prestigious 
Hilton College in KZN, South 
Africa, where he played for the 
school’s first team on only a 
handful of occasions due to the 
Covid years.

Hilton College boasts of 
a proud record of success in 
rugby, having produced several 
Springbok rugby players and 
lending its colours to the Sharks 
Rugby Union.

After completing his high 
school education, Davidson 
moved to Scotland, where he has 
been playing for the Edinburgh-
based Watsonians FC.

Davidson hails from a 
sporting family, where his father 
Wayne is the former Zimbabwe 
national triathlon coach while his 
mother Linda Warren is an ex-
national and continental cycling 
champion.

Both of his sisters have 
represented Zimbabwe in 
triathlon while Skye continues 
to race for Zimbabwe in road 
cycling and Cameryn in water 
polo where she currently plays for 
the Exeter City Women’s League 
in the UK.

While his sporting lineage 
is clear, as the family’s youngest 
Craig has been making quite 
an impression in rugby which 
ultimately earned him a call-up 
to the Scotland Under-20 squad.

Craig Davidson

Craig Davidson pictured with his mother Linda Warren after featuring for Scotland U-20 recently.


