
to page 2

INSIDE

ALSO INSIDE Disease strikes amid Harare’s water crisis I Page 9

ANOTHER 13-YEAR-OLD GIRL RAPED; NOW SIX MONTHS PREGNANT

+447832244892 +263789728995

@NewZimbabweCom newzimbabwelive @newzimbabwe.com

www.newzimbabwe.com

Advertising: +263 789 728 995     E-mail: advertising@newzimbabwe.com     Editorial: +263 782 789 810 newsdesk@newzimbabwe.com

2
PAGE

@newzimbabwecom

New Zimbabwe
Price: FREEIssue 18       4 December 2022 - 10 December 2022

Meet Multifaceted 
Medical Doctor 
and entrepreneur

10
PAGE

Chisora joins 
OnlyFans 
ahead of 
Fury fight

19
PAGE

16
PAGE

Zim born 
woman 
named the 
‘best nurse’ 
in the UK

By TimesLive.com

HARARE: Opposition 
MP Job Sikhala refused 
to go to court last week 
for the ruling on his 10th 
bail application in protest 
against what he knew 
would be the outcome.

His lawyer, Freddy 
Masarirevu, told the 
Sunday Times that the 
Citizen’s Coalition for 
Change (CCC) MP, who 
has been in Chikurubi 
prison for almost six 

months, refused to go to the 
Harare magistrates court to 
hear the result of his latest 
bid for bail because he 
knew it would be denied.

Asked how he was 
doing, Masarirevu said: 

“Mentally he is a bit 
disturbed because he 
refused to come to court 
for his bail ruling as he 
says his case was already 
premeditated.”

as MP’s family says struggling to survive 
- he has 12 children, 4 at university

Drama
behind Sikhala’s 

10th bail bid 



By Reason Razao

A 13-YEAR-OLD 
girl from Harare’s 
Kambuzuma Suburb is 
six months pregnant after 
she was raped in April this 
year.

The Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) said 
the rape took place after the 
girl visited her mother for 
holidays in the capital city.

She later returned to 
Mutoko where she stayed 
with her aunt without 
opening up about the abuse.

ZRP national 
spokesperson Paul Nyathi 
reported the shocking case 
via their official Twitter 
handle Friday.

“The ZRP is 
investigating a case of rape 
in which a 13-year-old 
grade seven pupil was raped 
by a certain man after she 
had visited her mother for 
a holiday in Kambuzuma, 
Harare, in April 2022.

“The offense came to 
light when the complainant 
returned to her aunt’s place 
in Mutoko, where she was 

medically examined and 
found to be six months 
pregnant. #NoToRape”

This comes at a time 
the nation has witnessed 
an upsurge in child abuse 
cases.

Last month, a 
nine-year-old girl from 
Tsholotsho gave birth 
and became the second 
youngest mother in the 
world.

During the same 
week she gave birth, it was 
established that another 
nine-year-old girl from 
Bindura was six months 
pregnant after she was raped 
by two 17-year-old boys 
from her neighbourhood.

Recently, it also 
emerged that a 13-year-old 
girl from Chitungwiza is 
three months pregnant after 
she was raped at a workshop 
held in the dormitory town.

Vice President 
Constantino Chiwenga said 
the government is going to 
introduce stiffer penalties 
for child molesters. 
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Drama behind Sikhala’s 10th bail bid...
from page 1

Sikhala, the vice-
chairperson of the CCC, is 
being held in a single cell 
for 17 hours a day. He has 
been denied bail 10 times 
since June. Every time he 
has appeared in court a 
truckload of prison guards 
has been dispatched to 
secure him.

The legislator was 
initially arrested with 
fellow opposition MP 
Godfrey Sithole and 14 
other CCC activists on 
charges of instigating 
public violence after 
allegedly organising 
a funeral service for 
slain party member 
Moreblessing Ali, which 
the police claimed turned 
violent.

Sikhala will be in court 
again tomorrow when his 
trial begins for obstructing 
justice, relating to a video 
he allegedly recorded 
threatening Ali’s 
murderers.

On Wednesday he 
will be in court again 
alongside Sithole, when 
the trial of both will begin 
for instigating public 
violence. The 14 other 
CCC members have been 
charged separately and 
will stand trial at a later 
date.

Sithole and the others 
were released on bail last 
month during a visit by 
a delegation from the 
Commonwealth, which is 
deciding whether or not to 
readmit Zimbabwe to the 
club of nations.

Sikhala remains 
locked up, his latest 
bid for bail denied by 
Harare magistrate Feresu 
Chakanyuka on Tuesday.

Sithole told the 
Sunday Times this week: 
“They cannot destroy our 
spirits. What we want is 
a better Zimbabwe for 
everyone.

Veteran human rights 
lawyer Beatrice Mtetwa, 
who once represented 
Sikhala, said there was no 
doubt his case was being 
politicised.

“There is no question 
that Job’s case has nothing 
to do with the law. The law 
is being used for political 
reasons. Sadly, there is a 
complete failure by the 
prosecution authorities 
and by the judiciary to 
exercise the independent 
powers they have,” she 
said.

Sikhala, who has 
been arrested more than 
65 times on different 
charges including treason 
since the formation of the 
opposition Movement 
for Democratic Change 
(MDC) in 1999, has 
never been convicted. The 
CCC says his continued 
detention is proof that 
the country’s judiciary 
is controlled by political 
elites.

CCC deputy 
spokesperson Gift 
Ostallos Siziba said: “We 
expect that the judiciary 
officers should stick to 
their oath of office and 
ensure that the right to 
bail as enshrined in the 
constitution of Zimbabwe 
is given to all members 
regardless of their racial, 
political or social status in 
society.

“The law must not be 
used as a weapon against 
political opponents of any 
establishment.”

Family struggling to 
survive

“It must not be 
criminal to question 
power; it must not be 
criminal to exercise 
your freedom and rights 
although we might differ 
ideologically.”

Zimbabwe prisons 
and correctional services 
spokesperson Meya 
Khanyezi did not respond 
to calls seeking comment 
or questions sent to her on 
WhatsApp.

Asked why armed 
riot police were deployed 
inside and outside the 
court complex every 
time Sikhala made an 
appearance, Zimbabwe 
Republic Police 

spokesperson assistant 
commissioner Paul Nyathi 
said police were there to 
maintain law and order.

“The police have a 
constitutional mandate to 
maintain law and order, 
more so considering that 
the police have a duty to 
make sure that whatever 
is taking place throughout 
the country is done in 
a peaceful manner. So 
basically that’s what police 
are doing,” he said.

Meanwhile, Sikhala’s 
family is struggling to 
make ends meet. He has 12 
children, four of whom are 
at different universities.

“We are very grateful 
to certain individuals 
who are giving us some 
financial support and 
groceries. Without them 
we could be struggling a 
lot,” said Sikhala’s son, Job 
Jnr, 22.

“These well-wishers 
are also doing a great job 
of paying our school fees 
since the time my father 
went to prison.”

Sikhala Jnr, who is 
studying law, said they 
were shocked their father 
had been denied bail 10 
times.

“In denying my 
father bail this time the 
magistrate said my father 
is not repenting from 
public violence activities. 
But my father was never 
convicted of any charge. I 
don’t know where all this is 
coming from,” he said.

In October, the 
British parliament raised 
concerns about the 
continuous detention 
of Sikhala and general 
human rights violations in 
Zimbabwe.

House of Lords 
Liberal Democrat 
Lord Jonathan Oates 
highlighted that Sikhala 
and the others had been 
“detained without bail for 
142 days in Chikurubi 
Maximum Security 
Prison and paraded before 
the court in leg irons”.
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Another 13-year-old 
girl raped; now six 
months pregnant
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Zim born Cape Town mother 
has to beg for money to buy 
nappies for her disabled son

By Mary-Anne Gontsana / 
GroundUp

 A MOTHER from Retreat 
in Cape Town has had to 
resort to begging on the 
street just to buy diapers 
for her disabled son. 
Blessing Mupamhanga 
says her wish is for her 
15-year-old son, Donnel, 
to go to school. 

As a baby, Donnel 
was diagnosed with 
hydrocephalus, which has 
left him with an abnormally 
large head and damaged his 
spine. He is paralysed from 
the waist down. He uses a 
wheelchair.

Mupamhanga says 
Donnel was asked to leave 
the daycare centre he 
was attending because he 
was deemed to be able to 
attend mainstream schools. 
“Mentally he is fine and 
can communicate like 
any person, the disability 
is physical. He is clever, 
attentive and very good at 
communicating. I feel like 
him being home is doing 
him a major disservice,” 
said Mupamhanga.

Mupamhanga moved 
to South Africa from 
Zimbabwe over 10 years 
ago, when her husband got 
a job. But Donnel’s father 

died of cancer when he was 
four years old.

“That’s when things 
started to go wrong. I 
couldn’t get a job because 
I had no one to take care 
of Donnel. He wears 
diapers, and needs to be 
bathed. If he was in school, 
I would manage,” says 
Mupamhanga. She says 
Donnel can use his arms 
and hands, though his left 
side is weaker than the right.

When GroundUp 
visited Mupamhanga and 
Donnel in the rented room 
they share with Donnel’s 
younger sister, the teenager 
was lying in bed with 
earphones on, listening 
to music. He removed the 
earphones, smiled widely 
and introduced himself.

Asked what he was 
listening to, he said he was 
listening to amapiano, a 
style of house music. “I 
love music and I listen to 
different kinds. Amapiano, 
sometimes even gospel,” he 
said. His mother says her 
son wakes at 5:00am and 
spends much of the day 
listening to music. She says 
he used to enjoy watching 
cartoons but they no longer 
have a television set.

Mupamhanga relies 
on piece jobs, but she often 
has to turn them down 
because there is no one else 
to help Donnel during the 
day. She battles to buy food 
and toiletries for Donnel: 
diapers and wet wipes cost 
her over R700 a month, she 
says.

During weekends, she 
goes to Sea Point by bus 
with Donnel and sits on 
the seafront with Donnel 
in his wheelchair, asking for 
donations for diapers.

Western Cape 
Education Department 
Bronagh Hammond 
promised that they 
would get in touch with 
Mupamhanga. “Once we 
have the learner’s details, we 
can ask one of our Special 
Care Managers to arrange 
an assessment to determine 
the best school suitable to 
his needs,” said Hammond. 
The South African Schools 
Act encourages learners 
with disabilities to enrol in 
public ordinary schools. In 
terms of the Act, provincial 
education departments 
must make sure learners 
with disabilities get the 
necessary support when in 
school.

Asked about access 
to a disability grant and 
other support for Donnel, 
Western Cape Department 
of Social Development 
spokesperson Esther Lewis 
said, “Where psychosocial 
support is needed, the 
mother should approach 
the nearest local office, and 
an assessment will be done 
to establish the individual 
and family’s needs. Based 
on the outcome of the 
assessment, an appropriate 
intervention plan would be 
developed.”

In a statement to 
mark Disability Rights 
Awareness Month which 
ends on 3 December, 
Western Cape MEC for 
Social Development Sharna 
Fernandez said, “The 
barriers faced by persons 
with disabilities are often 
imposed by society. It 
is our responsibility to 
create environments that 
encourage inclusivity and 
integration.”

On Monday, 
Mupamhanga said Donnel 
had finally been assessed 
with a view to enrolment 
at a special needs school 
and she was hopeful that he 
might be admitted.

By Xinhua

HARARE, Nov. 30 
(Xinhua) -- The 
Zimbabwean government 
will introduce an 
electronic COVID-19 
vaccination register to 
make it easy to identify 
people lagging behind 
on vaccination, a cabinet 
minister said Tuesday.

The electronic 
vaccination register will 
enable easy identification 
and follow-up of those yet 
to receive second and third 
doses of the COVID-19 
vaccines, Acting 
Information, Publicity 
and Broadcasting Services 
Minister Jenfan Muswere 
said at a post-cabinet media 
briefing.

The plan to introduce 
an electronic COVID-19 
vaccination register comes 
against the background of 
low second and third dose 
coverage.

According to the 
Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, a total of 
6,570,103 people have 
received their first dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine, 
4,938,105 their second 
dose, and 1,240,179 their 
third dose as of Nov. 28.

Muswere said the move 
is part of measures to boost 
vaccination and curb new 
cases during the festive 
season.

Amid a slight increase 
in new cases over the past 
few weeks, the government 
has said it will include 
COVID-19 vaccination in 
the second round of polio 
vaccination campaign set 
for Dec. 1-4.

Zimbabwe 
to produce 
electronic 
COVID-19 
vaccination 
register
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By Farayi Machamire | Zim 
Morning Post

AN AMBITIOUS project 
to move 2,600 wild animals 
from a reserve in southern 
Zimbabwe to one in the 
country’s north has gone 
up in smoke following a 
dramatic fall out of the 
parties involved.

The suppliers of the 
animals – the Savé Valley 
Conservancy and Sango 
Conservancy – accuse the 
project funder, Great Plains 
Foundation, of acting in bad 
faith.

They allege that the 
project funder created a false 
narrative that portrayed 
the translocation as being 
a result of climate change 
and drought within the 
southern reserve which was 
in variance with facts on the 
ground.

“Great Plains 
Foundation and its staff 
have made numerous recent 
public statements that 
are misleading, factually 
incorrect, and damaging to 
the reputation of Savé Valley 
Conservancy (SVC) and 
Sango Wildlife Conservancy 
(Sango),” said Wilfried 
Pabst, founder Sango 
Wildlife Conservancy.

Pabst argued that the 
alleged misinformation and 
other misleading statements 
from the funders of the 
project had damaged the two 
conservancies’ credibility 
and reputation.

Pabst added that 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 

which was agreed by the 
three parties as the basis for 
this translocation, planned 
over two years, had not been 
adhered to.

“In 2022, the Savé 
Valley Conservancy and the 
Sango Wildlife Conservancy 
entered into a partnership 
with the Great Plains 
Foundation under which 
they committed to donate 
wildlife at no cost to the 
Rewild Zambezi project,” 
Pabst said.

“In the MOU, Great 
Plains Foundation and all 
pledged to coordinate public 
outreach efforts with its 
partners and not to discredit 
its partners‘ reputations in 
any way. This pledge was 
not honoured by the Great 
Plains Foundation.”

“The SVC and Sango 
repeatedly attempted 
to get the Great Plains 
Foundation to honour this 
agreement and to engage in 
factual, truthful reporting. 
Great Plains Foundation 
rejected these interventions 
and continued to make 
misleading statements.

Reached for comment 
regarding the accusations 
and pulling out of two other 
parties in the agreement, 
Great Plains Foundation 
said they could not give a 
comment at this juncture.

Away from the internal 
conflict, the project had 
faced external opposition 
from wildlife researcher 
Dr David Cumming and 
Richard Maasdorp, strategic 
director of the Zambezi 

Society.
“Save Valley 

Conservancy does have an 
overpopulation of elephants 
but the numbers are now at 
a level where removing 400 
elephants, from a population 
that is growing at five % per 
annum or more, is not going 
to solve their problem,” said 
Dr Cumming.

“To return to a 
manageable population of 
about 1,300 elephants at a 
density of 0.5 per sq km from 
their current population 
of over 3,50 they will need 
to remove more than three 
thousand elephants over 
the next decade – which 
is unlikely to happen,” he 
added.

Maasdorp, strategic 
director of the Zambezi 
Society, said the drivers of 
any declining populations 
have not been fully 
investigated.

“Lower Zambezi Valley 
has viable populations of all 
major species and therefore 
moving in animals is not a 
conservation imperative. 
Further the drivers of any 
declining populations have 
not been fully investigated,” 
Maarsdorp told Zim 
Morning Post.

“These drivers extend 
from deforestation, loss of 
habitat, siltation of inland 
water sources, escarpment 
fires and, to a lesser extent, 
poaching. All these should 
be fully investigated, 
understood and action 
plans developed before 
any additional animals are 

moved,” he added.
“Among others and as 

an example, the following 
inaccurate statements were 
disseminated: „’…animals 
will die if they are not 
relocated,’ ‘animals would 
be culled if they are not 
relocated’ It costs US$10,000 
(£8850) to relocate each 
elephant…’ ‘…to save 400 
elephants from drought…’

‘…Climate change has 
made food and water scarce 
in the Save…’ ‘…Kill them or 
relocate them…’ and more.”

Savé Valley 
Conservancy CEO Harry 
Idensohn weighed in saying 
they had been left stunned 
by the alleged misleading 
reports.

“Whilst we 
acknowledge that we have 
excess numbers of animals 
in certain key species, 
particularly elephant, the 
reason for this excess has 
nothing to do with drought 
or climate change, though it 
is acknowledged that we are 
not immune to droughts or 
the effects of climate change, 
they are not the reason as to 
why we have an abundance 
of animals that we would 
be willing to translocate to 
areas requiring restocking,” 
he said.

“Furthermore, we as the 
SVC, subscribe to National 
Policies, such as Zimbabwe’s 
Elephant Management 
Plan and believe that 
it is crucial that any 
translocation destination 
party should fully adhere 
to such policy documents 

as well as engage with and 
seek agreement with the 
relevant conservation and 
community stakeholders 
in the recipient area 
so as to ensure that 
both conservation and 
community objectives are 
attained for the greater good 
of Zimbabwe, its wildlife, 
and people.”

The headquarters of 
the relocation was based in 
Sango Wildlife Conservancy, 
a 60,000 hectare area in the 
Savé Valley Conservancy.

So far 101 African 
elephants, in groups of 
six to eight, had been 
translocated from the Savé 
Valley Conservancy to 
Sapi, Zambezi Valley, in the 
north of Zimbabwe – a 700 
kilometre journey.

The 101 were meant 
to be part of 400 elephants 
being translocated by Project 
Rewild Zambezi, through 
Great Plains Foundation.

The relocation project 
had begun in June this 
year and was set to run for 
two years. It is not clear 
what will become of the 
Great Plains Foundations 
previously stated mission 
to facilitate anti-poaching 
training to secure the area 
where the animals were 
set to be moved. Dereck 
Joubert – CEO of Great 
Plains Conservation 
had previously told 
Zim Morning Post the 
translocated elephants have 
been adapting well to their 
new environment.
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Mass translocation of animals in Zimbabwe 
cancelled after project partners fall out

Over 100 elephants among animals 
that have already been moved from 
southeastern Save Valley Conservancy



Passion-driven journey to end 
new HIV infections in Bubi
Staff Reporter

BEING an inspiration 
and pillar of strength and 
hope had always been 
her childhood dream. 
Now in her twenties, 
Biolah is fast seeing her 
childhood dream come 
to life as she currently 
works as a district mentor, 
empowering the lives of 
hundreds of adolescent 
girls and young women at 
Inyathi Growth Point in 
Bubi district.

The district, which 
borders Zimbabwe’s second 
largest city, Bulawayo, is 
largely a mining area, and 
prone to many HIV high 
risk activities. According to 
the Zimbabwe Population-
based HIV Impact 
Assessment (ZIMPHIA) 
2020, 5.7 percent of 
adolescent girls and young 
women aged, 15 – 24 are 
living with HIV in Bubi, 
making Biolah’s daily 
efforts an essential service 
in the community.

Starting each morning 
with her daily rituals that 
include a quick prayer, a 
sneak peek at urgent emails, 
and preparing a small 
lunchbox of her favorite 
snack to carry to work – 
as it is a cheaper option 
than buying lunch at the 
local shops – Biolah walks 
to work with earphones 
plugged in, listening to 
traditional Catholic songs, 
as she emotionally prepares 
herself for the day ahead.

“Girls in my 
community listen to me. 
I share with them my life 
story and how I have made 
it to where I am today,” 
said Biolah.

Her story is that of 
determination and she 
encourages her peers to 
look beyond their current 
challenges and limitations. 
She tackles the topical 
issues of early pregnancies 
and the temptation to live 
an ‘easy’ life which makes 
girls vulnerable to HIV in 
Bubi.

“For me, self-
motivation really worked. 
Even when I had a child 
whilst still in college, I still 
told myself that I want 
to achieve my dreams. 
You know when you fall 
pregnant in college, people 
tend to discriminate you,” 
said Biolah.

“I was determined that 
I will get my degree and I did 
graduate with an Honors 
Degree in Theology. Yes, I 
have a child, but I can 
still advocate for 
adolescent girls’ 
rights. I can still 
motivate them. I 
can still mentor 
them so that 
they can do better 
than what I did,” 
narrated Biolah. 
“Girls are very 
v u l n e r a b l e , 
especially if 
they are coming 
from poor families, 
which results in them 
being with sugar daddies 
and going to the bars,” 
added Biolah.

She empowers her 
peers through 
d a i l y , 

door-to-door, home 
visits and community 
group discussions. Biolah 
is part of the dynamic 
DREAMS program, 
which is supported by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC)  Zimbabwe through 
funding from the U.S. 
President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) . DREAMS 
is an acronym which 
stands for Determined, 
Resilient, Empowered, 
AIDS-free, Mentored and 
Safe. The program is a 
client-centered initiative, 
targeting adolescent girls 
and young women to 
reduce chances of them 
getting HIV infected.

The CDC, through its 
partners in the Zimbabwe 
Partnership to Accelerate 
AIDS Control (ZimPAAC) 
consortium, provides 
support to adolescent 
girls and young women 
to remain in school; to 
have skills to run income 
generating projects; to have 
increased access to male 
and female condoms; to 
access adolescent-friendly 
HIV testing services; pre-
exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) for those at 
increased risk of HIV; 
sexual and reproductive 
health services, including 
family planning; and sexual 
and gender-based violence 
prevention and support 
services.

“It’s key to our 
mission in Zimbabwe 
and partnership with 

the government to 
support communities 

and safeguard the 
most vulnerable, 

particularly the 
a d o l e s c e n t 
girls and 

young women”, 
said Dr. Michael 
Melchior, CDC 
Z i m b a b w e 
C o u n t r y 
Director.

“I am pleased 
that, so far, we 

have put in place 
structures and 

systems that work 
and enough resources 

to ensure that 
d i s t r i c t s , 

like Bubi and the country 
at large, are on track to 
achieve epidemic control 
in line with the UNAIDS 
fast-track targets of ending 
AIDS by 2030” added 
Melchior.

Biolah champions the 
cause of young women in 
her community. Daily, she 
shares her amazing story 
of hope and determination 
and through that is helping 
other girls in making 
positive decisions in their 
lives.

With the dream now 
of attaining a Master’s 
in Public Health degree, 
Biolah is positioning herself 
to reach an even greater 
number of adolescent 
girls and young women at 
national scale. She strongly 
believes that there is so 
much work that needs to be 
done in empowering girls 
and making their dreams 
come true.

With the increase in 
new HIV infections in 
some geographic pockets 
across the country, 
particularly among the 
adolescent girls and young 
women, the illustrious 
community work by 
selfless people, like Biolah, 
will certainly contribute 
towards a determined, 
resilient, mentored, AIDS-
free and safe generation. As 
CDC commits to continue 
supporting such initiatives, 
Zimbabwe is well in 
position to end AIDS by 
2030.

Biolah Ncube
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By SciDev.Net

ZIMBABWE’S approval 
of the long-acting 
cabotegravir (CAB-LA) 
for use by HIV-negative 
people to reduce the 
risk of getting HIV 
could pave the way for 
effective options for HIV 
prevention, experts say.

Among people of 
ages 15 to 49 years old in 
Zimbabwe, the proportion 
with HIV in 2021 was 
11.6 per cent, according to 
UNAIDS estimates.

Zimbabwe is the first 
African country and the 
first low- and middle-
income country globally to 
approve the drug, the World 
Health Organization said, 
announcing the milestone 
earlier this month.

CAB-LA received 
regulatory approval 
from the US Food and 
Drug Administration 
in December 2021 and 

Australia’s Therapeutic 
Goods Administration 
in August 2022 for HIV 
prevention, making 
Zimbabwe the third 
country in the world to 
approve it.

“The extended-release 
injectable preparation 
is an additional option 
which has the benefits of 
reduced dosing frequency, 
[and] potentially 
improved adherence,” 
said Farai Masekela, 
head of evaluations 
and registration at the 
Medicines Control 
Authority of Zimbabwe 
(MCAZ), which approved 
the drug last month (19 
October).

“Data from clinical 
trials shows that it is more 
effective than the current 
approved oral options,” he 
added.

Two large-scale 

studies showed that CAB-
LA injections every two 
months were “safe, well-
tolerated, and highly 
effective in reducing the 
risk of HIV acquisition”, 
according to a WHO 
statement.

Masekela told SciDev.
Net that Zimbabwe now 
has an alternative for 
HIV prevention given 
that only oral medicines 
have been available on the 
market for use by HIV-
negative people to prevent 
them from getting HIV, 
an approach called pre-
exposure prophylaxis.

Decisions on how 
CAB-LA will be procured 
and made available to 
people will be led by global 
health partners and the 
Zimbabwean government, 
experts say.

In July, the WHO 
welcomed the licensing 

agreement between 
ViiV Healthcare and the 
Medicine Patent Pool that 
will allow selected generic 
manufacturers in 90 
low- and middle-income 
countries including 
Zimbabwe to develop, 
manufacture and supply 
generic versions of the 
drug, subject to required 
regulatory approvals.

Meg Doherty, WHO’s 
director of global HIV, 
hepatitis and sexually 
transmitted infections 
programmes, welcomed 
Zimbabwe’s approval of 
CAB-LA, saying it could 
boost the provision of 
safe and effective HIV 
prevention.

Based on WHO 
recommendations, CAB-
LA may be offered to 
people at substantial risk 
of HIV infection as part 
of a comprehensive HIV 

prevention approach.
The approval of using 

long-acting injectable 
cabotegravir (CAB-LA) 
for HIV prevention could 
spur further studies on how 
this drug can be adopted 
in Zimbabwe and other 
countries, experts add.

“Accelerating HIV 
prevention for girls and 
young women requires 
an expansion of available 
choices. I am excited and 
proud to know that my own 
country, Zimbabwe, has 
approved the use of CAB-
LA. This will contribute 
to our basket of HIV 
prevention tools that work 
for us as girls and women in 
Zimbabwe.”

Nyasha Sithole, 
Founder of Development 
Agenda for Girls and 
Women in Africa Network, 
Zimbabwe

Zim’s approval of long-acting drug could 
provide effective options for HIV prevention
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Chibadura’s family seek legal advice 
for song ‘stolen’ for FIFA World Cup

By soccer24

THE FAMILY of 
John Chibadura, has 
reportedly approached 
the Zimbabwe Music 
Rights Association 
(ZIMURA) seeking legal 
advice on the alleged 
illegal use of the late 
Sungura ace’s hit song as 
a soundtrack for the FIFA 
World Cup.

Mr Chitungwiza, 
as Chibadura was 
affectionately known in 
the music circles, died aged 
42 in 1999 after a stellar 
career which saw him 
become one of the greatest 
musicians ever produced in 
Zimbabwe.

Lifestyle tabloid 
H-Metro reports that 
Chibadura’s hit song 
Mudiwa Janet, from the 
album Reggae Hits released 
in 1989, is being used by 
SuperSport TV, one of the 
official broadcasters of 
the World Cup in Qatar, 

without the family’s 
consent.

Chibadura’s son, 
Simba, who has revived 
the late icon’s band Tembo 
Brothers, confirmed to the 
publication that the family 
has approached ZIMURA 
over the issue because it was 
neither engaged or paid for 
the song.

“We have listened to 
the sound with other family 
members and we were really 
shocked at how it ended 
up being used without our 
knowledge,” he said.

“We took the matter 
seriously after receiving a 
call from ZIMURA officials 
that our father’s song was 
being used as a soundtrack 
and we were in the dark.

“Our elder sister, Isabel 
is the one handling the 
issue and she has since 
written a formal complaint 
to ZIMURA but is yet to 
submit it,” Simba added. The late John Chibadura 



By Sunday Times 

MORE than 1,000 cases 
of diarrhoea reported by 
November 20 as residents 
resort to untreated water

Harare’s water crisis 
has sparked a mass outbreak 
of diarrhoea, with health 
authorities recording more 
than 1,000 cases in less than a 
month.

The real number could be 
even higher, with city officials 
saying many residents are 
suffering at home without 
seeking medical help because 
they do not realise they can get 
free  treatment. 

A shortage of water-
purification chemicals has left 
parts of Harare — including 
the high-density suburbs of 
Glenview and Glen Norah 
— without running water for 
more than a month.

Physical fights have 
broken out at community 
boreholes that the government  
drilled at the beginning of the 
year as people queue for hours 
to collect water with buckets 
and other containers. 

Now residents of the 
capital are taking drastic 
measures to secure their own 
supply, digging shallow wells 
and relying on open,  untreated 
water sources. One mother 
whose baby drank such water, 

Shelly Mukono, 31, told the 
Sunday Times the 10-month-
old infant developed  diarrhoea. 

“Accessing water has 
become a daily struggle,” 
Mukono said.

“I have to fetch water 
at shallow wells. Sometimes 
if l am lucky l get water at a 
borehole. Recently my baby 
got very sick. For a week she 
was vomiting and had watery 
diarrhoea because of drinking 
contaminated water.

“As a mother it’s difficult to 
watch your baby sick. Luckily 
l managed to take her to the 
clinic and she was treated,” she 
said.

“But it’s still a struggle. 
Every day my constant worry 
is wondering if my baby will 
get sick again. Buying bottled 
water is a luxury we can’t afford 
but sometimes l sacrifice just to 
buy one small bottle of water 
for the baby. But most of the 
time we drink water from the 
shallow well.”

Harare City Council’s 
head of health services, Dr 
Prosper Chonzi, said 1,115 
cases had been recorded from 
October 24 to November 20, 
an average of about  250 cases 
a week.

“The numbers are not 
yet alarming but it has the 
potential to be real outbreak. 

Cases are mostly in the high-
density suburbs where there is 
a lack of clean, running water, 
as well as ruptured sewerage 
pipes, which is the cause of 
diarrhoea.”

Chonzi said the number 
of people presenting with 
typhoid are “low”, with “five-six 
cases per week”. 

“Our clinics have 
reported cases of children with 
diarrhoea, but so far we have no 
cases of children dying.  But it’s 
still worrying to have cases of 
diarrhoea in children. Children 
can quickly get dehydrated 
and die from the disease. As 
the city council we do disease 
surveillance, following up on 
suspected cases and contact 
tracing.

“All our clinics are testing 
for diarrhoea and giving free 
treatment. It’s unfortunate 
that most people don’t know 
that treatment is free. It means 
people are getting sick and 
dehydrated at home without 
seeking medical attention.”

In 2008, Zimbabwe 
experienced its worst cholera 
outbreak yet in which  nearly 
100,000 people fell ill and more 
than 4,000 died.

Joylene Nyachuka, 
33, a mother of two from 
Glen Norah, who has gone 
without water for a month,  

says memories of the cholera 
outbreak are still fresh for her.

“l only manage to get 
two buckets of water from the 
borehole and it’s not enough for 
my family. The water crisis is 
affecting our everyday life. We 
spend hours in water queues 
and go to the borehole at odd 
hours of the night when the 
queues are shorter,” she said.

“Recently we had a 
diarrhoea outbreak in the 
whole neighbourhood. 
Many people were sick and 
it was scary; it brought back 
memories of the 2008 cholera 
outbreak.”

The city also ran out of 
water-treatment chemicals 
in August and had to shut 
down the Morton Jaffray 
water treatment plant. This left 
more than 2-million residents 
without water for five days.

The council’s acting 
spokesperson, Innocent 
Ruwende, said the city had  
resolved to ration water while 
waiting for the delivery of 
chemicals.

Bulawayo, with a 
population of  about 650,000,  
is also battling.  In August, 
residents learnt that the city’s  
borehole water had been 
contaminated by raw sewage 
and contaminated soil. The 
following month the city 
reported 1,544 diarrhoea cases 
and two deaths.

Earlier this year, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
launched a borehole scheme 
to ease the water crisis and 435 
boreholes were drilled across 
the country. However, many 
have begun to run dry due to 
over-extraction of water.

Disease strikes amid Harare’s water crisis

New Zimbabwe CARTOON
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ByLuis Monzon 
Hpertext 

VERY FEW tech companies 
on the continent have 
been on a tear like Liquid 
Intelligent Technologies 
(Liquid).

This month alone, the 
company opened a second 
Cyber Security Fusion 
Centre in Nairobi Kenya 
and signed a partnership 
with Nokia to sell the 
Finnish telecommunication 
company’s cloud solutions.

Today, the pan-African 
group and arm of the larger 
Cassava Technologies 
announced that it has 
officially launched its 
operations in Nigeria, 
Africa’s largest economy 
and arguably its biggest 
technology hub. Liquid has 
not revealed where it will be 
based in the country, but the 
smart money is in Lagos, the 
country’s technology centre.

Liquid is looking to offer 
its new Nigerian customers 

high-speed connectivity, 
cloud and cyber security 
services. The company says 
its entry into Nigeria will 
give “new impetus to the 
country and region’s digital 
transformation journey.”

Nigeria is among 
the continent’s most 
industrialised nations. It 
also manages one of Africa’s 
highest gross domestic 
products (GPD) which 
according to the World Bank 
sat at around $440.8 billion 
in 2021. Compared to South 
Africa’s $414.9 billion GDP 
the same year.

“The acceleration of 
digital transformation and 
the rising demand for cloud 
services has made Nigeria 
ripe for investment for Liquid 
Intelligent Technologies,” 
the company says in a press 
release sent to us.

“West Africa boasts 
the largest connectivity on 
the continent, connecting 
Nigeria locally and 

internationally. Liquid’s 
Intelligent Technology 
brings de-facto means of 
backhauling traffic within 
middle-mile networks, 
allowing the effective 
deployment of broadband 
networks in Nigeria and the 
rest of the region,” according 
to Wole Abu, CEO of Liquid 
Intelligent Technologies 
Nigeria.

The South Africa-
founded business manages 
partnerships with 
international tech giants like 
Microsoft, Meta, AWS, and 
Oracle, and has operations 
in Botswana, DRC, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
South Africa, South Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, 
Zanzibar and Zimbabwe, 
among others.

In addition, the 
company’s pan-African 
footprint positions it to 
utilise its infrastructure to 
accelerate the availability of 
new intelligent technologies, 

including the high 
computing power of the 
cloud, artificial intelligence 
and cyber security services to 
customers.

“In the last two years, 
we have seen Nigeria benefit 
exponentially as businesses 
transformed digitally. The 
need now is to elevate local 
businesses with increased 
access to digital solutions 
that will level the playing field 
compared to their European 
and US counterparts,” Abu 
adds.

“In addition, the 
expertise we have garnered 
in the last two decades of 
partnering with businesses 
in other African countries 
will play a crucial role as we 
provide companies with the 
necessary tools to enable 
further growth.”

Liquid has included few 
practical details about how 
exactly it will be handling the 
launch in the country, or what 
products it will be offering 

and when. However, it does 
seem that it will be working 
alongside the Nigerian 
Federal Government in 
some capacity to facilitate 
operations.

“Expanding our 
operations [to Nigeria] 
reiterates our interest in 
working with the government 
to achieve the objectives of 
Nigeria’s National Broadband 
Plan (2021 – 2025) and to 
transform Nigeria into a 
leading digital economy, 
a vision enshrined in the 
National Digital Economy 
Policy and Strategy,” said 
Hardy Pemhiwa, Group 
President & CEO of Cassava 
Technologies.

“Through our expertise, 
we will work towards 
ensuring that businesses and 
individuals can add to the 
growing digital economy 
setting Nigeria on its path 
to transform into a tech 
powerhouse in Africa.”

New Zimbabwe BUSINESS

Liquid Intelligent Technologies launches in Nigeria 

Online

DR MEJURY Chipato is a 
Zimbabwean medical doctor 
and entrepreneur with 
multiple businesses. 

She owns ProMJ 
Incorporated Company 
and is the founder of the 

nonprofit Patience of Hope 
Foundation. She is also a 

pastor, a life and business 
coach, a mentor, a leader, 
and a published author of 
the book “I’m in charge 

of my Narrative.”
Under ProMJ 

I n c o r p o r a t e d 
Company, she 

operates fashion 
businesses like 
MJ Fashions, MJ 
Bridals, House of 

MJ and Brand 
and Merjory 

t r a n s p o r t 

businesses. Under MJ 
Fashions, she sells high-quality 
clothes for men and women.

Under MJ Bridals, she 
caters for weddings; under 
House of MJ, she provides 
African clothing and products 
and produces modern women’s 
classy and stylish shoes under 
Brand Merjory. 

“We also deal with 
other lines of businesses 
such as transport, farming 
and agriculture, etc. Worthy 
of special mention is Brand 
Merjory which is a brand for 
stylish and classy shoes (red 
bottoms) for modern women,” 
she told thelionessesofafrica.

Chipato said she was 
inspired to start her company 
by her “humble beginnings”. 
Growing up, Chipato built the 
spirit of winning to change the 
narrative of her life, family, and 
her community as well as serve 
as a motivation and inspiration 
to other young people.

“I also noticed that in 
Zimbabwe and Africa at 
large, we have very few locally 
owned brands. For instance, in 
Zimbabwe, a few women like 

Pokello’s (who inspires me a 
lot) own a brand of shoes. As 
a result, the majority of things 
we wear are international 
brands like Louis Vuitton, 
Balenciaga, Gucci, etc. Few 
Zimbabweans have made it 
on the global stage in terms of 
fashion,” she noted. “Moreover, 
l am a shoe addict, hence it was 
easy to come into the decision 
of specializing into shoes.”

Her entrepreneurial 
journey started in 2017 when 
she was studying in China. 
According to her, she noticed 
that there were many factories 
that produced shoes and other 
products at an affordable rate 
and decided to take advantage 
of what she observed.

In 2019, she registered 
her company, ProMJ 
Incorporated Company in 
Zimbabwe together with her 
Foundation Trust (Patience of 
Hope Foundation). In 2020, 
she also started her brand for 
women’s stylish shoes, which 
are produced in China, and 
sold within China and outside 
China. 

Chipato said she 

works with a team of highly 
professional people, from 
her Chinese counterparts 
who produce the shoes at 
the factory and ship them, to 
her team who are involved 
in the selling of the shoes. In 
addition, she also works with 
ladies of high influence who 
act as her brand ambassadors 
for her brand. 

The entrepreneur said 
her plan is to establish shoe 
factories in Zimbabwe to 
provide jobs to the locals, 
equip people with practical 
knowledge and improve 
Zimbabwe’s economy. 
Recently, she was named the 
Zimbabwean Achievers Award 
Winner for Fashion Designer 
of the Year 2021 (China 
Edition).

She was also listed as one 
of The Most Inspiring Women 
Awardees of 2022. Chipato 
further won The Young 
Achievers Award presented 
by the Pride of Africa Awards 
and received The Leadership 
& Inspiration Award from 
Gumiguru Achievers Awards 
2022. 

From humble beginnings...
this Zimbabwean is now a medical doctor also running 
multiple businesses

Dr Mejury Chipato
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Cemetery workouts help Zim 
township residents feel alive

New Zimbabwe FEATURES

People exercise inside Warren Hills cemetery in Harare, Zimbabwe, November 24 ,2022.REUTERS/Philimon Bulawayo

By Nyasha Chingono 
Reuters 

IT IS early morning at a 
cemetery in Zimbabwe’s 
Warren Park, a few miles 
west of central Harare, 
and 19-year-old Lesly 
Madubeko is drenched in 
sweat from an hour-long 
workout.

He wakes up at 4 a.m. 
to join dozens of exercise 
fanatics jogging and 

joining aerobics classes 
in what he admits is an 
unusual location to try to 
keep fit.

Many Zimbabweans 
are taking to working 
out after being cooped 
up during the COVID 
pandemic. But due to 
lack of facilities in the 
townships, residents have 
had to improvise and the 
leafy, multi-faith Warren 

Hills cemetery is proving 
a popular venue for some, 
if a bit worrying for others.

“People are 
uncomfortable about the 
graveyard, but I see nothing 
wrong with coming here. 
Our rural folk are always 
superstitious but we are 
not afraid,” Madubeko tells 
Reuters.

A few paces from 
where Madubeko is 

training, footballer 
Tichaona Macheka, 19, is 
holding an aerobics class.

“We have more space 
and it is peaceful here. 
Training at home means 
noise for our neighbours,” 
Macheka says.

“The Muslim section 
of the cemetery was 
gracious to let us train here 
and I am glad more people 
are joining the class.”

Social work student 
Agnes Chigunde says the 
workouts have become 
part of her daily routine.

“I am not even afraid 
to walk here alone,” she 
says. “I realised I was 
overweight, so I decided 
to come here so that I 
can do something about 
it. I am happy with the 
progress so far.”
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By Thembela Lubimbi 

EVERY 3rd of December, 
Zimbabwe joins the world 
in commemorating the 
International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities.

The annual observance 
of this day was proclaimed 
in 1992 by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
with the aim of promoting 
an understanding of 
disability issues and 
mobilizing support for 
the dignity, rights and 
well-being of persons with 
disabilities. Since time 
immemorial, PWDs have 
faced marginalisation in 
economic, social, cultural 
and political facets of life. 
Their exclusion comes 
about because of a number 
of reasons, the major one 
being stigmatization of 
disability. Stigmatization 
is the assignment of 
negative perceptions to 
an individual because of 
perceived differences from 
the population at large 
or regarding, viewing or 
characterizing something 
or someone as contemptible 
or publicly disapproving of 
something or someone. 

In 2013 Zimbabwe 
ratified the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities 
(2006) (UNCRPD), and 
its Optional Protocol. 
Furthermore, the 
Constitution which came 
into effect in 2013, lists as one 
of the country’s founding 
values and principles the 
recognition of the rights 

of persons with disabilities 
and,  mainstreaming 
disability rights issues as a 
national objective. This is 
a significant advancement 
towards recognising the 
equality and dignity of 
persons with disabilities 
and providing measures 
that will enable the full 
realization of their human 
rights. In June 2021, 
President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa launched 
the National Disability 
Policy (NDP). The policy 
which is a measure to 
domesticate the provisions 
of the UNCRPD, seeks to 
address the oppression, 
marginalisation and 
discrimination that is 
experienced by persons 
with disabilities. 

The steps being taken 
by Zimbabwe as outlined 
by the NDP are quite 
commendable however it 
is the author’s view that it 
falls short in that it fails to 
adequately acknowledge 
and put in place measures 
to address the major cause 
of marginalization and 
discrimination which is 
stigmatization. The current 
laws on the termination of 
pregnancy in Zimbabwe can 
be identified as being one of 
the major perpetuators of 
stigmatization of disability. 

Section 48 of the 
Zimbabwean Constitution 
provides for the recognition 
and protection of the 
right to life including the 
lives of unborn children. 
Termination of pregnancy 

is generally illegal in 
Zimbabwe except in 
three circumstances one 
of which is“where there 
is a serious risk that the 
child to be born will suffer 
from a physical or mental 
defect of such a nature that 
he will permanently be 
seriously handicapped;”. 
Handicapped means 
having a physical or mental 
disability. This practically 
means that if a medical 
practitioner diagnoses the 
unborn child of any mental 
or physical disability, the 
mother is allowed by law to 
terminate the pregnancy. 

What the law is 
effectively saying in this 
provision is ‘no one is 
allowed to take away any 
person’s life including the 
life of an unborn child 
except if the child has 
a disability or ‘the law 
protects the life of every 
person including the life 
of an unborn child except 
if that unborn child has a 
disability in which case it is 
okay to take away their life’. 
This then raises questions 
as to what the law is saying 
about disability and how 
this then affects people 
living with disabilities. 

The law is assigning 
negative perceptions of 
disability and persons with 
disabilities, characterizing 
disability or people with 
disabilities as contemptible 
and publicly disapproving 
of disability and/or persons 
with disabilities. 
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This perpetuates the 
discriminatory notion that 
disabilities are an abnormal 
shameful condition and 
that people with disabilities 
are not as much human 
beings as everyone else 
and hence do not enjoy 
the same protection of 
the law as does everyone 
else. This provision 
effectively strips people 
with disabilities of their 
dignity and recognition as 
equal human beings and no 
substantial empowerment 
and recognition of persons 
with disabilities and rights 
of persons with disabilities 
can ever be achieved and 
embedded in society until 
such laws are repealed.  

The issue of the law 
containing discriminatory 
provisions which 
perpetuate stigmatization 
is not a first of its kind. 
Zimbabwe recently 
decriminalised the 
deliberate transmission 
of HIV/AIDS. The law 
criminalising the deliberate 
transmission of HIV was 
enacted back in the early 
2000s when HIV was 
viewed as a death sentence 
hence people infected with 
HIV/AIDS were viewed 
as a threat to human life 
hence potential criminals. 
With the moving of time 
and more scientific and 
medical research being 
done, society’s view of 
HIV/AIDS also changed 
and criminalisation of 
the act of infecting one 
with HIV/AIDS became 
unwarranted. All it did was 
perpetuate stigmatization 
of HIV/AIDS and people 
living with the condition 
and this was countering 
all destigmatization and 
empowerment campaigns. 
The same can be said 
of disabilities. With the 
advancement of scientific 
and medical research and 
human rights, society’s 
views of disability have to 
change. It is an obligation 
under the UNCRPD for 
all State parties to abolish 
existing laws that constitute 
discrimination against 
persons with disabilities. 

The Government of 
Zimbabwe is taking a 
human rights approach to 
disability rights and the first 
step is acknowledgment 
of the inherent dignity, 
worth and equality of 

all human beings, and 
the fundamental human 
rights and freedoms of all 
people including those of 
persons with disabilities. 
It therefore would be 
contrary to its values to 

maintain a law which strips 
persons with disabilities 
of their dignity and denies 
them equal protection of 
the law. 

There is a need to 
repeal this particular 

provision of the 
Termination of Pregnancy 
Act if ever Zimbabwe is 
to achieve a society that 
recognizes the equality 
and inherent dignity of 
persons with disabilities. 

from page 12

Zimbabwe’s Termination of Pregnancy laws...
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By Jenni Ramone, 
Nottingham Trent University

A YOUNG woman 
learning to love, the 
children inspired by her, 
and the collective voice 
of a village community 
recovering from violence 
and corruption assemble 
a powerful message of 
resistance.

The hope is to create 
“the kind of glory that burns 
eternal and glows with living 
light”. Glory by NoViolet 
Bulawayo was a runner up 
to this year’s Booker Prize.

As described by 
the Booker committee, 
Glory “is an energetic and 
exhilarating joyride from 
NoViolet Bulawayo … the 
story of an uprising, told 
by a vivid chorus of animal 
voices that help us see our 
human world more clearly.”

Glory is expressed 
in a rich and populous 
collective voice and it 
draws on decades of history 
representing Zimbabwe’s 
leaders. The book was 
originally intended as a 
work of creative nonfiction 
recalling Robert Mugabe’s 
four decades in power as 
prime minister and then 
president of Zimbabwe.

The focus, however, is 
on two young women. The 
first is the quiet protagonist 
of the novel’s present, 
Destiny, and the other is 
her mother Simiso, whose 

memories of the 1983 
Gukurahundi massacre in 
Bulawayo village provide 
the novel’s emotional core 
and the greatest expression 
of its power.

Glory has been 
described as a Zimbabwean 
Animal Farm and Bulawayo 
acknowledges the influence 
of Orwell’s satirical fable 
on her work. Bulawayo 
employs animal characters 
that, like Orwell’s, influence 
and betray each other in 
pursuit of power and status.
Glory

Both Animal Farm 
and Glory talk of equality, 
but while Animal Farm 
begins with a dream of 
equality which is gradually 
dismantled, in Glory the 
plea for equality is expressed 
in the novel’s final moments. 
Here, the collective voice 
of the nation’s children 
declares equality as the 
only way to create peace 
and overcome their brutal 
shared history.

If Glory is a version of 
Animal Farm, it’s a global 
one that acknowledges 
the impact of colonialism, 
p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e 
corruption and violence 
and the continued threat 
from neocolonialism. In 
the book, the dictator-
ruler asks for the return of 
Africa’s looted artefacts and 
the country’s wealth. He 

asks for the return of land 
violently cordoned off by 
the US, justifying his regime 
as a response to this external 
aggression.

The book is thoroughly 
contemporary and saturated 
with references to YouTube, 
Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, “fake news” 
and Siri. There are entire 
chapters comprised of social 
media threads. This style 
mimics the technologies 
and platforms relied upon 
by the ruling parties as 
much as the population.

It is also distinctly 
Zimbabwean. There is 
the refrain “tholukuthi” 
meaning “only to discover” 
or “you find that” in 
colloquial Zimbabwean 
Ndebele. The word is used 
for emphasis in storytelling 
and conversation. There 
is rooibos tea and honey 
wine. There is the tree where 
anti-colonial activist Mbuya 
Nehanda was hanged in 
1898. There is also the 
brutal presence of the 
Gukurahundi state police.

Simiso’s story centres 
on the real attacks on so-
called dissidents by the 
Gukurahundi between 1982 
and 1987, with a particularly 
violent purge operating 
between 1983 and 1985. 
It has been estimated that 
between 10,000 and 20,000 
people were massacred,in 

what has been described as 
the Gukurahundi genocide.

Young Ndebele men 
were the main target, though 
not the only victims, and as 
well as public executions 
and imprisonment, 
reported incidents include a 
massacre of over 60 people 
in March 1983.

There is astounding 
bravery in Bulawayo’s 
description of the violence 
of the Gukurahundi. Rather 
than creating narrative 
distance, the novel conveys 
specific and brutal attacks. 
She describes in detail the 
targets, perpetrators and 
physical effects, and the 
victims’ emotional internal 
perspective.

What remains is a 
resonant expression of love 
and connection between 
family members. Destiny 
draws on this to inspire 
peaceful resistance and 
to recover from her own 
wounds.
Unfairly judged first book

Glory is NoViolet 
Bulawayo’s second novel. 
Her first, We Need New 
Names, was also shortlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize in 
2013. This book was accused 
of being “poverty-porn” 
because of its depiction of 
children scavenging fruit 
and idolising the “Country-
Countries” (wealthy 
western nations) and their 

technology and resources. 
The claim is, in my opinion, 
unfair.

 Glory is about the 
violence in post-colonial 
Zimbabwe told through its 
leaders, its people and the 
experiences of two women.
[/caption]

We Need New Names 
is an important work of 
contemporary global 
literature which conveys 
protagonist Darling’s 
despair at finding an 
equivalent form of poverty 
in the US after she migrates 
to Michigan and earns 
money clearing up Coca-
Cola bottles. The novel 
addresses global economic 
inequality directly, 
exploring its relative effects, 
especially on young black 
women in Zimbabwe and 
the USA.

As well as providing 
insight into Zimbabwe’s 
recent history and its present 
relationship with the west, 
Glory is also a novel about 
words, storytelling, and 
authorship. Glory shows 
that writing is an act of 
recovery, both collective 
and intimate, through 
which an eventual blueprint 
for revolution emerges and 
it is led by Destiny. 

Her story of love 
becomes a manifesto for 
remembering and a plea for 
resisting. 

The best fiction of 2022: 
NoViolet Bulawayo’s 
Glory found new 
ways to write about 
violence and peace

NoViolet Bulawayo



By NZ Herald 

TOKOROA teen Rutendo 
Shadaya, 14, is typing 
up a storm as she starts 
work on her third fantasy 
novel - only months after 
launching her second.

Rutendo was bitten by 
the writing bug after self-
publishing her first book 
‘Rachel and The Enchanted 
Forest’ in 2020, and quickly 
set herself the goal to write 
a series.

However, when she 
drafted her first book at the 
age of just nine, she didn’t 
really like writing, and only 
took on the challenge for 
one special person: Her 
friend, Sophie Thompson.

“My writing journey 
started because I needed 
a birthday present for my 
friend, and I thought, ‘She 
likes reading, I am going to 

write her a book’,” Rutendo 
says.

“I spent days, hours, 
on the computer writing 
the story, but I didn’t get it 
done in time for [Sophie’s] 
birthday. My parents said I 
could just give her the story 
on paper, but I wanted it to 
be a real book.”

Little did Rutendo 
know, it was going to take 
two years until she could 
finally launch the book and 
give it to Sophie.

The big process 
included a lot of 
proofreading and editing - 
and convincing her parents 
Rachael and Blessing, 
originally from Zimbabwe, 
that she wasn’t joking about 
publishing a book.

“My parents didn’t take 
me seriously when I first 
told them I wanted to write 

a book.”
But once they realised 

Rutendo had set her mind 
to it, they threw the whole 
family force behind her.

“My dad was the 
first to read the story. He 
gave me feedback and I 
adjusted some parts of the 
story according to [that]. 
My brother sacrificed his 
computer time so I could 
write and my mum helped 
me meet other people to get 
the word out,” Rutendo says.

She says her school, 
Tokoroa High School, had 
also been very supportive 
hosting the launch of her 
second book ‘Rachel and 
The Chevene Pirates’ in July 
this year and were including 
her books in the school 
library.

For her novels, Rutendo 
draws inspiration from TV 

shows and her favourite 
book series, ‘The Land of 
Stories’ by Chris Colter.

“I like fantasy and 
books with powers.

“When I wrote ‘Rachel 
and The Enchanted Forest’, I 
was watching the TV show 
Free Rein which has horses 
in it, so I included one in the 
story,” Rutendo says.

As a young author, she 
says she wants to empower 
anyone to pursue their 
passion.

“You can do anything 
you want if you just set your 
mind to it.

“If you want to write, 
just start... don’t worry 
about publishing until after 
you finished your story - it’s 
going to be a big process. 
Sometimes you need to try 
and motivate yourself, but 
it’s okay to take breaks from 

writing, too.”
Despite currently 

suffering from writer’s 
block, Rutendo has already 
started work on her third 
novel.

“I really want to 
develop my characters and 
improve my writing.”

She is in Year 9 at the 
moment, but already knows 
she wants to keep writing 
books for a long time - just 
not full-time.

“I’m thinking of going 
into dentistry after finishing 
school; maybe travel for a 
bit.”

If she’s not writing, 
Rutendo plays netball and 
tennis - and, of course, she 
enjoys reading books.

You can check out 
her books, written for 8 
to 14-year-olds, on her 
Facebook page.

Rutendo and her friend Sophie at the launch of Rutendo’s first book, ‘Rachel and the Enchanted Forest’, which she dedicated to her friend. Photo / Supplied

Teen author discovers love 
for writing through friendship
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By UK Media

LONDON: A nurse from 
North West London who 
started her career in the 
NHS age 21 as a hospital 
cleaner has been named 
the ‘best nurse’ in the UK.

Dorcas Gwata, 52, who 
works as a psychiatric liaison 
nurse at St Mary’s Hospital 
A&E, won the Best Nurse 
category in recognition of 
her work supporting young 
people involved in gangs 
and knife crime.

Dorcas’ work looked 
at how knife crime is 
influenced by poverty and 
race. After working in her 
home country in Zimbabwe 
helping people become 
more engaged in mental 
health services, she says she 

applied what she had learnt 
when back in London.

She told The Sun: “I 
didn’t work in an office - 
I’d wear trainers and jeans 
and engage with people 
wherever they were - in 
McDonald’s, on street 
corners or in prison.

“One girl came from 
three generations who had 
never worked. There was 
a very strong history of 
criminality and drug use. 
She took an overdose, and 
I helped her. It took a lot of 
work and she needed a lot of 
help.

“Now, she now works 
in the City. We broke the 
cycle. Her children, and 
her children’s children, will 

see the possibilities because 
their mother worked. It 
makes me really proud.”

Upon receiving the 
award, at The Sun’s Who 
Cares Wins awards hosted 
by Davina McCall which 
took place earlier this week 
and aired on Channel 4 
last night (November 27), 
Dorcas said she thanked 
NHS cleaners who are “too 
often invisible and voiceless”.

She told MyLondon: 
“Somewhere in London 
tonight a young man is 
frightened, he is trapped in 
a gang and he is carrying 
a knife for what he feels is 
for his safety. Somewhere 
in London a young girl is 
traumatised, she maybe 

self-harming or thinking of 
taking her life. I want these 
young people to know that 
there are nurses like me who 
care about them deeply.

“I want to thank all my 
patients who I have looked 
after, they shared their 
vulnerability and strength 
and they made me the nurse 
I am today. I share this award 
with thousands of migrant 
nurses and midwives who 
come to this great country 
to work and support their 
families back home. I share 
it with thousands of hospital 
cleaners who are in our 
midst, too often invisible 
and voiceless.

“I love being a nurse, it’s 
a great honour to service our 

communities, I would do it 
all again. Thank you for this 
honourable award, thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart.”

Dorcas was nominated 
by her colleague Dr 
Maddalena Miele, 
Consultant Perinatal 
Psychiatrist, who said: “As 
soon as I met Dorcas, she 
struck me as someone who 
really thinks outside of the 
box.

She understands the 
barrier that some people 
from ethnic minorities 
face when trying to access 
healthcare services and she 
has made it her mission to 
provide them with better 
psychiatric care.”

New Zimbabwe DIASPORA

Dorcas Gwata

Dorcas Gwata: West London 
nurse who started as hospital 
cleaner named UK’s ‘best nurse’
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By Ibboonline 

GROWING up in 
Zimbabwe, Stephanie 
Mazingi’s family believed 
in the notion of ‘it takes 
a village to raise a child’, 
embodied in her Sunday 
lunches and regular 
holidays with all of her 
relatives.

Surrounded by an 
abundance of people, she 
remembers herself as a “very 
talkative and opinionated 
child. Very active, 
participating in any and all 
sports that I could, mixing 
with all sorts of different 
friend groups, taking a stab 
at anything that involved the 
arts and being a hardcore 
fan of the Disney princess 
life.” 

With her cultural 
background being what 
she describes as “semi-
African (Shona) and semi-
English,” she grew up with 
ambitions of creating her 
very own fairytale of life. “As 
a kid, I never saw colour or 
limitations so why couldn’t 
my dreams also come true? 
This aspect of ‘why not’ has 
stuck with me, as I have 
become someone who fights 
for what I believe in and 
stands up for myself and the 
people I love when I feel that 
we are being overlooked or 
taken advantage of,” she 

says. 
Perhaps this ambition 

to create an ideal came 
from Stephanie’s parents, 
who both exposed her to 
African traditional values, 
food, music and more, 
but also opted to send her 
and her twin brother to a 
private school in hopes to 
better their prospects. She 
says, “My family was more 
focussed on giving my twin 
brother and me a good 
Christian upbringing and 
making sure we understood 
where we came from, but 
also what was available to us 
in the “better life” they had 
worked so hard to expose 
us to.”

When it came time 
to decide on a career path, 
it was a course in brand 
communications that she 
embarked on at the AAA 
School of Advertising 
in Cape Town, a city to 
which she then made her 
home. “I went to uni but 
it wasn’t the usual ‘uni 
experience’ that was filled 
with on campus parties and 
buzzing social activities,” 
she says, “anything social 
at the campus was planned 
by us the students without 
much investment from the 
institution.” Despite this, 
she enjoyed “every bit” of 
the course she studied, 

combining her artistic 
high school skills with 
new knowledge and she 
saw a career path that fit. 
“I always knew I wanted to 
do something that involved 
my passion for art but I 
could now see all the various 
possibilities my future in 
advertising could open up 
by studying at AAA. The 
curriculum prepared me 
better than other colleagues 
who had studied at a typical 
university in South Africa.”

Through a few 
internships in her final year, 
Stephanie was able to delve 
deeper into the industry 
and see how things work, 
as well as see where was 
best for her to wind up. 
“They [the university] set 
up walk-throughs for final-
year students at various 
advertising agencies which 
allowed us to meet key 
people in the industry and 
open doors to working at 
those companies. I’m a 
person who likes having 
options so after having done 
three internships at three 
different agencies in my final 
year of studying, I decided 
to go after a job at the last 
company – and I got it!”

Once she had the 
confirmation of her 
position, the day-to-day of 
her role didn’t disappoint: “It 

was the best entry one could 
hope for into the working 
world… cool brands to work 
on, a cool agency that knew 
how to party and create an 
environment that made 
you WANT to be at work 
and friendships developed 
over late nights working as 
teams cracking campaigns.” 
She built her craft as an art 
director and digital designer 
by incorporating modern 
art and technology into 
her ideas and executions. 
Stephanie found that 
through her work, she could 
strike the middle ground 
between art and advertising 
– and that’s where her work 
shone the brightest. 

While working, she 
figured out the aspect of 
the role which aligned best 
with her, Stephanie says, 
“My favourite part of what I 
do is that I get to influence 
how people perceive and 
experience brands that we 
all come into contact with 
on a daily basis. Being part of 
making magic and literally 
having the possibility of 
dreaming something, then 
being able to have it made or 
come to life is not a bad job 
at all. I love being able to say 
I worked on a campaign that 
friends or family have seen 
and liked.”

Having the ability 

to create is also what 
empowered her: “I love 
having skills that at some 
point everyone needs 
in order to accomplish 
their vision for a goal of 
theirs.” However, there 
are still aspects that she 
wants to hone, such as in 
digital design, fine art, 
conceptualisation and 
copywriting – “as greedy as 
it sounds I want to be able 
to have success in all!” Part 
of the reasoning behind 
her wanting it all is that she 
wants to “solve problems 
that Africans face and help 
them have the conveniences 
and access that many 
countries overseas have.” 

“I want to be able to 
have my artwork in famous 
galleries and in the homes of 
people near and far because 
they connect with and enjoy 
adding something I created 
to their lives. I am a creator, 
blessed by the ultimate 
creator, so it’s in my DNA to 
want people to enjoy things 
I create and have them add 
value to their lives.”

She’s also not shy about 
wanting to win awards for 
her work, and that aspect 
boils down to one thing: 
“after putting in a great deal 
of effort into work, who 
doesn’t love a pat on the 
back!”

Creating 
‘Champagne on 
a Beer Budget’ 
with Stephanie 
Mazingi

Machine Johannesburg’s 
creative director on mixing art 
and technology to make her 
work shine and why Black 
tokenism is something she 
fights against, writes LBB’s 
Nisna MahtaniStephanie Mazingi
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Residents pay last respects to Sekuru Mashasha at his Zengeza horror 
home where son not seen for 10 years was found in a ceiling



SPORT
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By DailyStarUK

DEREK Chisora has 
promised subscribers to 
his OnlyFans account 
‘exclusive content’ and 
teased fans with a picture 
of himself covered in 
whipped cream.

The 38-year-old 
heavyweight will take on 
Tyson Fury for a third 
time next month for the 
WBC heavyweight title 
after losing their previous 
two meetings. The former 
British, Commonwealth 
and European champion has 
offered fans the chance to 
see “revealing, behind-the-

scenes” content by joining 
OnlyFans ahead of the bout.

The subscription 
platform allows fans to pay 
a monthly fee in return for 
exclusive content from the 
curator and is popular with 
models. However, several 
other boxers make money 
from the platform including 
Floyd Mayweather and Tony 
Bellew.

Chisora has promised 
fans “delicious” content 
and has released a teaser of 
his first clip showing him 
‘strategically covered’ in 
whipped cream. The British 

heavyweight says he has 
signed up with OnlyFans “to 
release behind-the-scenes, 
exclusive content, and 
connect closer with fans”.

The six foot two inches 
tall fighter who was born in 
Zimbabwe also appeared 
in the Pitbull: Last Dog 
film four years ago. He is 
preparing for more time in 
front of the camera to give his 
fans exclusive content.

He said: “I’m looking 
forward to providing some 
delicious content for my 
fans. Stay tuned and expect 
the unexpected.”

Chisora won the 
vacant WBA international 
heavyweight title by beating 
Kubrat Pulev by split 
decision on his last outing 
in July. Before the fight the 
British fighter left fans in awe 
after he walked to the ring as 
Elvis Presley. Del Boy dressed 
in an extravagant white and 
gold Elvis-esque robe, while 
his music was one of Presley’s 
most famous hits, “You were 
always on my mind.”

One fan commented on 
social media: “Derek Chisora 
walking out to Elvis. Absolute 
stud,” while another posted: 

“How can you not love @
DerekWarChisora.”

Next weekend Chisora 
hopes to cause a major upset 
as he faces an unbeaten 
Fury, who is heavily backed 
to beat his fellow Brit for a 
third time. However, Del Boy 
believes that he can knock 
the Gypsy King out for the 
first time in his career.

“I’m going to knock 
him out, I’m going to drop 
him 100 per cent,” added 
Chisora. “And when I do 
knock him out, don’t say 
anything else, just thank you 
and say congratulations.”

Del Boy has 
promised some 
‘delicious content’ 
for fans who 
subscribe to his 
OnlyFans channel 
ahead of his 
heavyweight clash 
against Tyson Fury 
at the Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium

Derek Chisora joins OnlyFans 
ahead of Tyson Fury fight and 
promises ‘delicious content’

Derek Chisora
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By Berenice Olesinska

BORN in Zimbabwe, 
raised in the USA, plays 
for Poland. Stephanie 
Mavunga is a star of 
women’s basketball, who 
unofficially debuted in 
white and red colors 
during friendly matches. 
What was her life’s journey 
through distant continents 
like?

The history of the best 
basketball player in Poland

Stephanie Mavunga 
is the current champion, 
winner of the Cup and Super 
Cup of Poland in women’s 
basketball , the best player 
in the league last season 
and the leader of the BC 
Polkowice team. She was 
born in Harare, the capital of 
Zimbabwe . At the age of 3, 
she and her family moved to 
the USA .

“When we got there, 
we had to face problems. 
There were six of us - me, my 
parents, two brothers and a 
cousin. We lived in a small 
two-room apartment, but 
my parents worked hard. 
Mom worked two jobs, night 
shifts – she mentioned in the 
material Dzien Dobry TVN.

The basketball player 
admits that Zimbabwe will 
remain in her heart forever. 
It was from her home 
country that she brought 
such features as religion and 
diligence. America opened it 
to people, and Poland taught 
it to be caring.

Stephanie Mavunga 
- sports career of a 
Zimbabwean girl

It turns out that 
Stephanie’s passion for 
basketball didn’t come out 
of nowhere. Sports trails in 
the family were paved by her 
brother, who plays in Japan 
on a daily basis.

Of course I miss my 
sister. (...) We never had 
the opportunity to see each 
other live during a match. 

Stephanie probably won’t 
admit it, but the truth is that 
she plays basketball because 
she wanted to be like me, 
like her older brother , Julian 
Mavunga joked.

Stephanie’s sports skills 
are especially appreciated 
by her team’s coach, Karol 
Kowalewski. - I would 
call it Polish TOP, but also 
European. The first two 
matches in the Euroleague 
showed that she could be 
such a player and in the first 
round she was awarded the 
title of the best player - he 
said on Dzien Dobry TVN.

Stephanie Mavunga will 
soon represent Poland. She 
made her unofficial debut 
in white and red colors 
during friendly matches. 
The competitor is currently 
waiting for a passport to be 
issued.

“I would call it Polish TOP, but 
also European.” This is the best 
basketball player in the country

Stephanie Mavunga


