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I’d been studying Isaiah, and looked there for inspiration during a weekend 
away for songwriters.  I should fess up: my original intention was to avoid chapter 
53 as there are already some excellent songs based on it!  But it’s hard to help 
being drawn to the crystal-clear and gut-wrenchingly powerful prophecy of the 
suffering servant.  I think it’s the clearest description of substitutionary atonement 
anywhere in the Bible, where we see Jesus bearing the wrath of God for our sins 
in his death, before rising triumphantly to lead us, his newly-justifi ed servants, into 
glory.  Isaiah 53 is the culmination of several other “servant songs”, and I wanted 
to draw in some of the earlier material from chs 42 and 49, and make the whole 
song a cry of praise addressed to Jesus.  

How to make it go
The key to this one is speed.  Pace it slowly enough for the second verse not to 
sound too jaunty.  The best way to pick a speed is to sing the beginning of verse 
2 to yourself, imagining yourself to be in the middle of the congregation.  Once 
the tune has been learnt by the congregation, the second half of the chorus 
makes an effective intro. 

Placement in a meeting
This song works very well at the start or fi nish of a meeting.  It would also be ap-
propriate to sing after a congregational confession.
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