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Who can join LoveBrum?
LoveBrum is open to anyone who wants to make Birmingham even better. Whether you’re 
an individual hero looking to support amazing local projects in our city, or a business 
leader looking to give a little back to the city you love, LoveBrum is the place for you.

£20 membership
Yearly individual membership costs just £20. For this small fee you’ll get access to a huge 
range of benefits and every penny of your fee will go directly to local projects delivering 
real positive change in our great city. 

Birmingham, let’s do this.
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What our causes say 
“The money from LoveBrum helped support the organisation costs of our event and 
meant we were able to fundraise more for our charity to continue the work that we do.”
- Sarah Lilly, Cerebral Palsy Midlands

“The money has made a massive massive impact at Kingstanding Food Community. 
It has also enabled us to leverage more funding which is 
fabulous. Your money has gone so far and we can’t thank 
you enough.” 
- Afric Crossan, Kingstanding Food Community

“The funding we have received from LoveBrum 
means we can continue to support those recovering 
from mental and physical health issues, give 
respite to carers, and take our music to the wider 
community, promoting positive mental health, 
for years to come. Thank you LoveBrum!” 
- Keely Hill, Wellbeing Community Choir

The story so far…
LoveBrum is a charity that shines a light on hidden projects and volunteer-led 
organisations doing good in the city.

Each month, we feature 3 projects, one each week (commonly known as our ‘cause of 
the week’). In our fourth and final week, LoveBrum supporters vote for the project they 
would like to see awarded £2,000. The charity with the most votes receives funding for 
their project.

In 2017, our charity impacted over 20,000 people across 
Birmingham and the number continues to grow!  

We received the exciting news in December 2017 that 
LoveBrum would receive £250,000 of National Lottery 
funding from the Big Lottery Fund, the largest funder 
of community activity in the UK. The new grant will 
help us to support even more local causes over the 
next two years.

We’ve showcased over 120 local hidden gem 
projects from across Birmingham 
supporting our people, health, 
communities and environment. Our 
impact report shows just a snippet 
of the difference that LoveBrum, 
with your help, has made so far, so 
head on over to lovebrum.org.uk 
to find out more.

The map shows where 
in Birmingham we have 
showcased (red) and funded 
(gold) projects so far.

12,000

120 4,500

Over £70,000 
distributed to 
local Birmingham 
projects

5,000,000 total 
impressions in 2017

A loyal army of 

votes 

in 2017

Over

Patrons &
corporate 
members1 spicy fun-filled 

fundraiser, and 

over 50 successful 
networking and 
beneficiary events.
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Project aim
The IAG Job Club was set up by two friends, who recognised that there was very little 
provision in the north of Birmingham for people seeking work. It was clear to them that 
an increasing number of older people, and those without access to a computer, require 
additional support when looking for a job that local job centres cannot always offer.

The IAG Job Club wanted to be able to extend their services that they offer to clients with 
additional advice and mentoring. They also wanted to provide additional equipment in 
order to continue helping as many people as possible get back into work.

Where are they now?
The IAG Job Club was able to buy a brand new laptop, ink and paper for their printer, as 
well as a whole variety of other stationary for their clients to use. The funding was able to 
sustain the IAG Job Club for the remainder of 2017!

Impact
Over the course of 2017, The IAG Job Club received over 2,000 visits from people needing 
help to get back into work.

January 2017 winning project
Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RN

Self 
Improvement

IAG Job Club
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Project aim
Midland Freewheelers provides a free emergency out of hours blood and medical 
essentials delivery service to NHS facilities 24 hours a day, at weekends and during public 
holidays. They work completely voluntary and can literally be the difference between life 
and death. From transporting blood, Midland Freewheelers has grown and will carry 
anything of a medical nature including blood, human tissue, samples, x-rays, patient 
notes, as well as breast milk to sick and at risk premature babies. They consider all 
deliveries to be urgent, delivering them as soon as a bike becomes free.

The charity receives no government or NHS funding and relies on donations and 
fundraising.

Where are they now?
Since winning the funding from LoveBrum, Midland Freewheelers has been able to 
purchase Cytotoxic boxes and fuel to aid with their new project to grow their service and 
deliver urgent Chemotherapy drugs to Birmingham Children’s Hospital. This particular 
drug only has a shelf life of around 90 minutes so time is critical. Midland Freewheelers is 
able to complete this journey within 25 minutes, whereas a 4-wheeled vehicle could take 
up to 45 minutes.

Midland Freewheelers also purchased extra Milkbank boxes as their demand for 
emergency breast milk grew by 10% in 2017. These boxes have allowed the team to 
double the milk they can carry and avoid two separate journeys.

Impact
In 2017, Midland Freewheelers completed just under 1,000 deliveries of life saving blood 
and medical essentials to patients across Birmingham.

February 2017 winning project
West Bromwich, B71 2QW

Public 
Services

Midland Freewheelers 
(Blood Bikes)



Animals
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Project aim
Birmingham Greyhound Protection works to rescue greyhounds from the greyhound 
racing industry. These dogs come to the protection in extremely poor physical and 
mental condition. There are limited places available in mainstream rescues so 
Birmingham Greyhound Protection helps as many dogs who fall through this system as 
possible and provides them with immediate veterinary attention.

All of the rescued greyhounds are given veterinary care and very often need additional 
treatment such as dental work, spaying or neutering. Birmingham Greyhound Protection 
receives no funding, relying solely on donations and so turned to LoveBrum for help with 
their ever growing veterinary bills.

Where are they now?
Birmingham Greyhound Protection is continuing to work to rescue as many greyhounds 
as possible from all over the world. They have a growing dedicated team of fosterers 
who look after the 40 dogs currently in their care and have successfully rehomed over 
700 hounds!

Impact
£2,000 allowed Birmingham Greyhound 
Protection to rescue 4 additional greyhounds 
and provide them with necessary veterinary 
care. The 5 dogs now have a loving new 
home.

March 2017 winning project
Marston Green, B37 5NP

Birmingham 
Greyhound Protection



Arts & 
Culture

Project aim
Shelanu helps women from migrant, refugee or newly arrived 
communities to learn new skills, build connections, make friends and develop their 
language skills through craft activities such as jewellery making.

Shelanu’s members have often experienced isolation, have poor English skills and lack 
confidence or aspiration. The creative sessions and workshops address all of these issues, 
helping service users to integrate into the community and learn about Birmingham’s 
culture and heritage, whilst providing them with an opportunity to think about 
themselves, make friends, identify new networks and boost their self esteem.

Where are they now?
The funding from LoveBrum allowed Shelanu to cover some of the main overheads in 
running their weekly sessions. Some of the jewellery that the group has created have 
been exhibited at the Elements Jewellery Festival 2017 in Edinburgh and some of these 
pieces have since been bought by Birmingham City Council’s Cabinet Office as civic 
gifts to present to people as part of a trip to Australia for the Commonwealth Games. 
Recipients included the Mayoress and Deputy Mayoress of the Gold Coast!

Shelanu also created gifts that were presented to HRH Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle during their visit to Birmingham in 
March 2018!

Impact
Since receiving the funding from LoveBrum, 
Shelanu has held over 70 sessions, which 
have been attended by 288 people.

April 2017 winning project
High Gate, B12 0DU

Shelanu
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Mental 
Health

Project aim
The Wellbeing Community Choir works to promote and maintain good mental and 
physical health through signing. The choir is open to the whole community but is 
specifically aimed to supporting individuals recovering from mental illness or chronic 
medical disability.

The choir not only impacts the lives of its members, but also reaches out to the wider 
community by performing in places such as mental health units, where contact with the 
outside world can be limited. 

Where are they now?
The Wellbeing Choir lost their funding two years ago and, without the funding from 
LoveBrum, would not have been able to cover their rent at the choir’s building. The 
£2,000 donation from LoveBrum was able to ensure that the group had a place to 
rehearse. They have since performed at the Solihull Christmas Light switch on and the 
Commonwealth Games Handover Ceremony 2018.

Impact
The £2,000 grant has paid for two years 
of rental costs, allowing the group to 
support 70 individuals with mental or 
physical disabilities through the power 
of singing on a weekly basis.

May 2017 winning project
Ladywood, B16 8RP

Wellbeing 
Community Choir
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SPORT
Project aim
After finding a gap in the local area for cycling groups for children under the age of 18, 
keen cyclist Kelly Murphy set about creating a safe space for North Birmingham youths 
to ride their road bikes in a casual and non -competitive environment. Chapter 2 teaches 
road safety and encourages young people to get fit and healthy, and have fun!

Chapter 2 Youth Cycling hold four rides every Saturday, catering for a variety of ages and 
abilities, including a family ride in Sutton Park.

Where are they now?
The LoveBrum funding has allowed Chapter 2 Youth Cycling to expand and increase the 
number of qualified coaches supporting new riders. The club was able to invest in first 
aid training and safeguarding courses for their members, as well as additional resources 
such as spare bikes.

Impact
30 of Chapter 2’s members attended the first aid training day and 12 riders are preparing 
to go on a safeguarding course this year. This will prepare them to be savvy and ready 
for anything the road might throw at them, helping with the sustainability and growth of 
the club.

June 2017 winning project
Streetly, B74 2ER

Chapter 2 
Youth Cycling
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Children
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Society of Parents of 
Children with Cancer 
(SPoCC)

Project aim
The Society of Parents of Children with Cancer (SPoCC), was founded in 1985 by a group 
of medical staff at Birmingham Children’s Hospital who approached a small group 
of parents, some who had a child with cancer, others who had lost a child because of 
it. Their aim was to join together to support each other and to help families of newly 
diagnosed children.

SPoCC provides a guiding hand and emotional support to help families through what is 
probably the most difficult time of their lives. Through this turbulent time, SPoCC ensures 
that children and their families continue to have fun, organising regular outings such as 
Legoland, Drayton Manor and a visit to the pantomime at Christmas. They also organise 
short caravan trips and summer breaks to the seaside.

Where are they now?
SPoCC is continuing to support as many families as possible and organised a big fun 
day out to Chessington World of Adventures last September. They have an exciting year 
ahead as they are currently planning their next big trip and will soon move into their new 
building at Birmingham Children’s Hospital.

Impact
With the funding from LoveBrum, SPoCC 
was able to take 30 children suffering with 
cancer, and their families, on a fun day 
out to Chessington World of Adventures in 
September 2017.

July 2017 winning project
Birmingham City Centre, B4 6EN



Community

18

Project aim
Kingstanding Food Community believes no one should go hungry! They have allotments 
and a kitchen garden to grow food and feed their local community.

The organisation provides a variety of workshops and works closely with families and 
local schools to help children understand where their food comes from. In addition, they 
help people who are currently out of work gain commercial cafe experience and get 
back into employment.

Where are they now?
Kingstanding Food Community recently opened a brand new community cafe!
Due to the growing demand, Kingstanding Food Community’s cookery workshop was in 
desperate need of an upgrade. The funding from LoveBrum bought new plumbing and 
taps for all their sinks, a hot water heater, a commercial oven and fridge, a new chest 
freezer, new plates and a playpen for the community cafe’s youngest visitors.

Impact
Since receiving the funding from LoveBrum, Kingstanding Food Community has been 
able to give 40 volunteers a set of brand new skills and their community cafe has fed just 
under 2,000 local people.

August 2017 winning project
Kingstanding, B44 0EW

Kingstanding 
Food Community



Education
Project aim
Solihull Life Opportunities (SoLO) works to add value to the lives of children and adults 
with learning disabilities, as well as their parents and carers. They provide leisure and 
social opportunities, and enhanced services such as employment, supported volunteering 
and meaningful daytime activities such as arts and crafts or cooking lessons.

SoLO believes that people with learning disabilities often miss out on enjoying many 
opportunities, activities and experiences that others take for granted, and are working 
hard to change this.

Where are they now?
With the £2,000 of funding from LoveBrum, SoLO was able to purchase an interactive 
whiteboard to aid communication and training. They now run weekly sessions using this 
facility to enable profoundly disabled people to be actively involved in programmes 
tailored to their specific needs and aid them in becoming active members of the 
community.

Impact
SoLO works with 700 children and adults with learning disabilities, and 150 benefit 
from useof the interactive whiteboard each week through various projects and training 
sessions.

September 2017 winning project
Solihull, B37 7PU

Solihull Life 
Opportunities (SoLO)
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Project aim
Cerebral Palsy Midlands strives to help people with Cerebral Palsy, and a variety 
of other disabilities, to live independent and fulfilling lives. They teach vital life skills 
such as cooking, personal hygiene, reading and writing skills to not only aid personal 
development but combat the social isolation people with Cerebral Palsy often face.

Cerebral Palsy Midlands came to LoveBrum to help fund their Weoley Big Night Out 
fundraising event to commemorate their 70th birthday.

Where are they now?
Cerebral Palsy Midlands held their Big Night Out Night Out, which gave disabled 
citizens, their families and carers a huge social opportunity that many wouldn’t normally 
have access to. LoveBrum’s funding helped to cover the cost of transport, food, live 
entertainment and additional support to allow carers to have a night off and enjoy 
themselves too!

Cerebral Palsy Midlands have joined forces with Birmingham PHAB Camps, a project 
funded by LoveBrum in 2016, for their annual sponsored Wheel ‘n’ Walk fundraising event 
on 13th May 2018.

Impact
180 people attended the Weoley Big Night 
Out and Cerebral Palsy Midlands raised a 
further fantastic £4113.15 for their cause
that would not have been possible without 
the support from LoveBrum!

October 2017 winning project
Harborne, B17 0AQ

Cerebral Palsy 
Midlands

Physical 
Health
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Environment
Project aim
The Real Junk Food Project Birmingham works to divert edible food waste from landfills 
and turn it into delicious and nutritious meals, highlighting and challenging the issue of 
food waste whilst creating inclusive environments for people to come together and eat.

The project holds regular cafes all over the city, operating on a ‘pay as you feel’ basis, 
where customers can contribute whatever they can in exchange for their meal, whether 
that be money, time or skills towards the success of the project.

Where are they now?
The funding from LoveBrum will help The Real Junk Food Project Birmingham to recruit a 
Project Coordinator. They are currently in the process of hiring the perfect candidate to 
manage the day to day operations and secure the future of The Real Junk Food Project 
on their mission to feed bellies, not bins!

Impact
The Real Junk Food Project Birmingham went from strength to strength in 2017, receiving 
203,409kg (over 200 tonnes!) of donated goods from 57 suppliers.
With this, they served an incredible 12,253 meals in 42 locations 
with the help of their volunteers.

November 2017 winning project
Winson Green, B18 4QF

The Real Junk Food 
Project Birmingham
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Elderly
Project aim
The Over 55s Dance Classes are specifically designed by Tori Drew, who has over 12 
years of dance instructing experience, to improve the stamina, balance and movement 
coordination skills of Birmingham’s older community.

These classes were originally part of Birmingham Settlement’s Aging Well Project and 
when the programme ran out of funding, Tori turned to LoveBrum to help keep her 
classes running.

Where are they now?
Thanks to the funding from LoveBrum, Tori has been able to continue running her dance 
classes for the older generation for 30 weeks. 

Impact
Tori has 8 regular attendees to her classes, but often sees many more. These 30 classes 
have helped these older adults to forget their worries, enjoy the music and show that they 
still know how to get down and boogie!

December 2017 winning project
Aston, B6 6NS

Over 55s Community 
Dance Class



Homelessness

On the 10th October 2017, LoveBrum kicked off World 
Homeless Day 2017 by raising £1,000 for projects supporting 
those living on the streets. LoveBrum asked fellow Brummies to 
get involved across social media and donated £1 for each ‘share’ their 
posts received. In just a few hours, LoveBrum reached their target and the people of 
Birmingham pulled together to show their support and desire to eradicate homelessness.

Tabor House Digbeth

An amazing £500 of the money raised went to Tabor House run by Father Hudson’s 
Care. The incredible project opened in line with World Homeless Day and became 
Birmingham’s only permanent night shelter. Homeless people often struggle to get on 
their feet, so Tabor house provides help with reading and writing skills, health checks, 
support in overcoming addiction, employability training and much more. The greatest 
part of Tabor House is that guests have somewhere to go at the end of their stay, a 
shower, food and warm clothes – no-one will be moved on or made homeless.

In the first two months of operation, Tabor House received 24 referrals. Within 6 weeks 
of arrival, 6 of those were assisted into employment and 4 into better and more suitable 
accommodation.

Homeless Heroes Digbeth, B5 5QS

LoveBrum also donated £500 to Homeless Heroes, 
a soup kitchen which provides a staggering 800 
people each week with a hot meal and clothing.

The project relies on their diverse group of 
volunteers who pull together, no matter what the 
weather, to support Brummies in need.

October 2017

World Homeless Day
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What happens to an unsuccessful project? 

At LoveBrum, everyone is a winner! We are committed to supporting every cause 
regardless of the monthly voting results. Causes that haven’t received funding from our 
monthly vote have benefited from being showcased by LoveBrum in many other ways.  

Here are more ways we commit to helping 
non-funded causes:
• Business Support: We are committed to providing causes with support on how to 

utilise social media, develop their websites, market their organisation effectively and 
how to improve their pitch for any future funding.

• Showcasing on our website/YouTube channel: All of our causes are showcased across 
our website and social media channels, including YouTube. Visitors to our website and 
YouTube channel will see causes past and present, helping to raise awareness of all 
projects.

•  LoveBrum Network: We invite cause representatives to our regular networking events, 
where they are able to promote their organisation and engage with our corporate 
and individual members who can help by bringing them into their own networks.

• Social Media Support: We promote causes, and their projects and events, across 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

• Volunteer Support: Ambassadors, members and sponsors provide volunteer support 
to causes in need of volunteers. This is an alternative form of donation.

• Service Support: Sponsors and members are also able to donate their services or 
materials to our causes as another alternative form of donation.

• Colmore Curry Club: The Colmore Curry Club is a friendly and informal networking 
event which takes place each month. We invite a representative from our projects to 
join us and talk about their cause to the corporate group, increasing exposure and 
awareness.

• Voting Process: We are excited to announce from June 2018, all showcased causes will 
receive funding!  Thanks to the fantastic Big Lottery Fund, an extra £50,000 has gone 
into LoveBrum’s funding pot - meaning LoveBrum will now split £3,500 between the 
three projects we showcase every month, rather than funding just one.
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Christmas can be a particularly lonely time for those without a family or home to go to, so 
LoveBrum teamed up with The BPA, Wesleyan and the local charity, Serve Our Brummies, 
to spread Christmas cheer across Birmingham!

The people of Birmingham demonstrated, once again, their incredible generosity and 
desire to tackle homelessness by donating much-needed items such as toiletries, food 
and warm clothing. Local businesses also got involved, donating even more to this great 
cause.

LoveBrum’s team of fantastic volunteers then set about the huge task of packing a 
whopping 500 bags, each with a personal message, to be donated at Let’s Feed Brum‘s 
Christmas dinner at Birmingham Cathedral on 16th December.

December 2017

Bags for Brummies



Mission Possible 
@ Uplands
Uplands Allotments were the winning project in March 2016 
and planned to use the £2,000 to purchase materials to 
help convert their ‘shack’ space into a community kitchen and 
outdoor environmental learning 
zone for local schools and community groups.

Sadly, due to heavy rain and stormy weather, the allotment flooded and the project had 
to be put on hold.

Thankfully, our keen-to-volunteer Patrons, Prologis, came to the rescue. Prologis staff 
from around the region spent their ‘Impact Day’ volunteering at Uplands Allotments. After 
the initial groundwork was complete, clearing weeds and brambles, the Prologis team 
set to work on the garden. They completely transformed the site, planting flower beds, 
laying turf, building timber benches and a pergola, installing a signpost, walkways and 
fencing.

The official re-opening in July 2017 showed just how important Uplands Allotments are 
to the local community. It was fantastic to see families on the grass sharing their picnics, 
children playing and everyone really enjoying the new surroundings. With 18 local schools 
in the surrounding area, this will impact tens of thousands of students!

Thank you Prologis!

Watch this space for Prologis’ Impact Day 2018!
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Volunteers
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Festival fun, for the 
love of Brum! 

Throughout the summer months of 2017, LoveBrum had 
so much fun as charity partners of Mostly Jazz, Moseley Folk 
and Beyond the Tracks Festivals.  

Together, we hosted a raffle, a charity photo booth and plenty of 
fundraising activities! Each and every volunteer who joined us (including the event 
organisers) and the festival goers who stopped by supported our cause and helped to 
make the events a huge success! Throughout the summer, we raised a fantastic £3418.40 
and every penny raised went directly to funding great local projects in Birmingham.

LoveBrum are the charity partner for Mostly Jazz, Moseley Folk and Lunar Festivals in 
2018. We hope to see you there!
  

Team LoveBrum sprint to success!

We might be a little bit biased, but we’re extremely proud to say that Team LoveBrum 
smashed the inaugural Birmingham International Marathon 2017. Our group of 25 
marathon and half marathon runners showed true determination and amazing team 
spirit throughout the day, raising an incredible £4,295.08! We celebrated in style at our 
marathon after-party at the top of the Rotunda at Staying Cool. All of the money raised 
went to supporting local Birmingham projects.

What an achievement!

Do something amazing and be part of Team LoveBrum 2018! 
Email fundraising@lovebrum.org.uk to join!
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