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Starkie, Emily
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

masudur rahman
07 May 2017 20:59
Comments on LGBCE Croydon Review

I am responding to the draft report by the LGBCE Boundary Review for LB Croydon, for which the
deadline for comments is 8th May 2017. I have been a Purley resident for 18 years and an active
member of the community.
I’m delighted to see that you propose to remove the anomaly whereby many local residents who think of themselves
as living in Purley because they have a Purley postal address, find that they live officially in Kenley or Coulsdon West
wards. I often receive casework from local residents who describe themselves as living in Purley, and they are
sometimes quite upset to find that they are deemed to be living elsewhere.
It’s clearly the case that “postal Purley” is far too large to be a single ward, but your proposal to split it into two wards
of three and two councillors respectively, to be called Purley & Woodcote and Purley Oaks & Riddlesdown is
obviously sensible.
The name Purley & Woodcote restores a sense of pride and a historical link to the pre-GLC era in the Woodcote area
of West Purley, as the residents certainly do not think of themselves as living anywhere near Coulsdon, nor do most
of them have a CR5 postcode, which belongs to Coulsdon. The new warding pattern also places all of Purley town
centre into one ward, whereas there are currently arbitrary ward boundaries slicing through the town only 100m South
& East of its recognised centre.
The name Purley Oaks & Riddlesdown also reflects reality on the ground; it is pleasing that Purley Oaks station will
now be in a ward reflecting its own name, while Riddlesdown is now recognised as a location in its own right, well
known for Riddlesdown Common and for the major sixth form college in the area, Riddlesdown Collegiate.
In summary, I strongly support your proposals, and I hope that they are implemented in full.
Kind Regards
Masudur Rahman
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Starkie, Emily
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nasima Rahman
07 May 2017 21:25
Comments on LGBCE Croydon Review

I am responding to the draft report by the LGBCE Boundary Review for LB Croydon, for which the deadline for
comments is 8th May 2017. I have been a Purley resident for the past 11 years and an active member of the
community.
I’m delighted to see that you propose to remove the anomaly whereby many local residents who think of themselves
as living in Purley because they have a Purley postal address, find that they live officially in Kenley or Coulsdon West
wards. I often receive casework from local residents who describe themselves as living in Purley, and they are
sometimes quite upset to find that they are deemed to be living elsewhere.
It’s clearly the case that “postal Purley” is far too large to be a single ward, but your proposal to split it into two wards
of three and two councillors respectively, to be called Purley & Woodcote and Purley Oaks & Riddlesdown is
obviously sensible.
The name Purley & Woodcote restores a sense of pride and a historical link to the pre-GLC era in the Woodcote area
of West Purley, as the residents certainly do not think of themselves as living anywhere near Coulsdon, nor do most
of them have a CR5 postcode, which belongs to Coulsdon. The new warding pattern also places all of Purley town
centre into one ward, whereas there are currently arbitrary ward boundaries slicing through the town only 100m South
& East of its recognised centre.
The name Purley Oaks & Riddlesdown also reflects reality on the ground; it is pleasing that Purley Oaks station will
now be in a ward reflecting its own name, while Riddlesdown is now recognised as a location in its own right, well
known for Riddlesdown Common and for the major sixth form college in the area, Riddlesdown Collegiate.
In summary, I strongly support your proposals, and I hope that they are implemented in full.
Kind Regards
Nasima Rahman
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Ashby, Jonathan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Helen Redfern
04 May 2017 17:25
reviews
Submission for Borough of Croydon Review: Sanderstead Ward
LGBCE Sanderstead.docx
Follow up
Flagged

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached my submission for the Commission's Review of ward boundaries in the Borough of
Croydon. My submission relates to the proposals for Sanderstead Ward and surrounding areas.
Yours faithfully,
Helen Redfern
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As a resident of Sanderstead I would appreciate the opportunity to comment on the latest draft
proposals provided by LGBCE.
I am generally pleased with the proposals as they respect both the Places of Croydon and give fairer
democratic representation due to a reduced variance in the size of electoral wards.
I am relieved that the Commission opted to keep Sanderstead as a single coherent ward, taking in
the areas covered by the Sanderstead Residents Association and closely following the boundaries of
Sanderstead Parish. The boundaries of the ward will be conducive to effective coverage by local
councillors while residents will feel that there is a common link with fellow residents. My only
concern is that Sanderstead will have a relatively high variance in the number of residents per
councillor whilst the proposed South Croydon ward has the opposite issue. Would it be possible for
the area around Carlton Road and Carlton Avenue to be transferred from Sanderstead to South
Croydon to bring a better balance in the total electorate for each ward?
I am pleased to see that Riddlesdown is being placed in a 2-councillor ward with Purley Oaks as this
will provide these areas with dedicated councillors rather than being outposts of larger wards.
Whilst the shape of the Purley Oaks and Riddlesdown ward appears strange on paper, the local
geography demands this due to the hills/valleys and flow of the Bourne in this part of the Borough.
The proposed shape also takes in well transports links in the area – both containing the rail stations
used by residents (Purley Oaks and Riddlesdown stations) and road routes that connect the two
areas.
In conclusion, I welcome the proposed Sanderstead ward but would welcome some evening out of
the disparity of electoral variance between Sanderstead and South Croydon. The formation of a
wholly new ward covering Purley Oaks and Riddlesdown will give residents representation focussed
on them rather than as adjuncts to more dominant neighbours.

Ashby, Jonathan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Helen Redfern
04 May 2017 17:35
reviews
Submission for Borough of Croydon Review: Addiscombe Wards
LGBCE Addiscombe.docx
Follow up
Flagged

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached my submission for the Commission's review of ward boundaries in the Borough of
Croydon. My submission relates to the proposals for the Addiscombe wards.
Yours faithfully,
Helen Redfern
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As a previous resident of Addiscombe and still frequent visitor to the area, I would like to comment
on the Commission’s proposal for this area.
I am very pleased that Addiscombe is now covered by two wards with 3 councillors.

The western Addiscombe ward now takes in the areas to the north, east and south of East Croydon
station that are within easy walking distance of it. Many residents live here due to transport links
that take them out of the Borough, especially for work. It is actually relatively difficult to travel by
car (or park) in this ward, making public transport a key connector in this ward. It makes sense for
Park Hill to be joined with the area closest to East Croydon as there is no centre to Park Hill, e.g. no
shopping centre or focus for community events. One would expect residents of Park Hill to gravitate
towards the Addiscombe area for these facilities. The proposed ward is to become increasingly
intensified and I expect lived in by a more young-professional population,

The proposed eastern Addiscombe Ward is a significant improvement on that originally proposed by
Croydon Council which originally put Canning Road in the same ward as roads bordering the
Borough’s boundary with the Borough of Bromley. The proposed ward is more self-contained with
residents more likely to work within Croydon itself, and to travel to work by car. The area appears to
be resisting intensification and has a more stable, long-standing population. I welcome the joining of
the Whitgift Estate with Addiscombe East as there is no community focus on the Estate and
residents would be expected to go to the Lower Addiscombe Road area for these facilities.
My only reservation is that whilst in the long term the Addiscombe West & Park Hill ward has zero
variance from the average in terms of electors per councillor, Addiscombe East is set to have a
variance of -5%. Would it be possible to move the boundary between the 2 wards slightly to the
west, to take in Elgin Road, to even out this disparity?
In conclusion, the Commission’s proposals for 2 Addiscombe wards appear to represent residents
well, splitting the area into to 2 very distinct wards.

I am writing as a resident living
hich I consider to be Addiscombe’s
park, after all it is the home of the Addiscombe Festival one of the communities annual
highlight.
Having looked at your proposals I am 100% sure that some areas placed in Shirley North
identify as Addiscombe. I am referring to the three estates Longheath Gardens, Tollgate and
Stroud Green. Also Long Lane, Spring Lane and the Ritchie Road area are unquestionably
Addiscombe.
The area of green space known as Ashburton Park is Addsicombes major green space and
is widely used by residents from the three estates previously mentioned.
The Stroud Green Estate is also home to the Addiscombe Boys and Girls Club and is part of
the Addiscombe community not Shirley, as are the Oasis Schools .
I understand you have followed the Conservative proposals very closely and I fear they have
given you a very false representation of where Addiscombe sits within Croydon. I am
strongly in favour of two Addiscombe Wards but they must include people who wish to
remain Addiscombe Residents. This would be the three estates along Long Lane, Long Lane
itself, Ashburton Park, The Lower Addiscombe Road, Bigham Road and connecting streets. I
understand this is supported by the local MP who has said in his representation.
“My third point would be that the Addiscombe and Ashburton wards go together
because the community of Addiscombe sits between those two wards. The district
centre runs along a road called Lower Addiscombe Road and about half of it is in the
Addiscombe ward and half of it is in the Ashburton ward. The Addiscombe tram stop,
which is about as close as you can get to the centre of that community, actually sits
on the ward boundary between those two wards. The Ashburton ward contains the
Addiscombe and Shirley Park residents’ association.”
Reading this you will see the community’s midpoint is much further to the North and
therefore we can have a true Addiscombe community made up of two wards that would
retain the district centre, facilities, residents associations, Friends of Ashburton Park,
landmarks, and local transport links.
Finally I would draw your attention to the below picture.
This is the Road Sign as you enter Croydon. It is
sited on Long Lane and you would pass it as you
drive towards, Longheath Gardens, Stroud Green,
Tollgate, and Ashburton Park. The road sign for
Shirley is quite a distance away and in the middle
of a very different community.
I urge you to seriously reconsider the proposals for
Addiscombe which also gives the chance to revive
the Monks Orchard ward which would be
welcomed by residents in that area.

Starkie, Emily
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joe Renny
08 May 2017 08:55
reviews
Croydon Boundary Review

Dear Commissioners:
I am writing to object to several of the proposed boundaries set out in the Commission’s draft recommendations for
Croydon and to suggest improvements which better meet the stated goals of providing electoral equality, reflecting
the identities and interests of local communities, and promoting effective and convenient local government.
I first came to live in South Norwood, Croydon in 1992 and have significant familiarity with the communities and
amenities in the current Wards of Ashburton, Addiscombe and Woodside as well as the town centre and
surroundings in the current Fairfield Ward.
Addiscombe/ Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate
The boundaries proposed for the Addiscombe seats ignore the different needs and characteristics of these areas,
between the isolated, greener, lower density housing surrounding the parks and higher density housing in
Addiscombe and Shirley. Neither Park Hill nor the Whitgift Estate is located within Addiscombe and it’s impossible to
claim there’s a common identity across the area when every past review has recognised Addiscombe Road
Addiscombe’s definitive southern boundary since at least 1922.
Addiscombe would be better represented by recognising Addiscombe Road as the community’s southern limit and
reincorporating the Tollgate Estate to create one two‐member ward and one three‐member ward. A new ward
could then be formed to the south of similar housing types around the parks, taking in Park Hill and the Whitgift
Estate, which identify strongly with one another, and the isolated, lower density housing around Shirley Avenue. To
make up numbers the area could then include similarly low density properties along Upper Shirley Road, the South
Park Hill area delineated by the main railway line and the old Selsdon railway line, or the area west of there to
Conduit Lane between Coombe Road and Croham Road, which was incorporated in the past.
Waddon/South Croydon
The current boundaries in Croydon were set in 1999, with the previous review in 1977. The long time between
reviews highlights the effective way past reviews have prepared for future population growth. The draft
recommendations for the boundary between Waddon and South Croydon puts the boundaries at risk of review soon
after 2022.
Waddon is already oversized in the proposals and, while the review has taken into account population growth until
2022, the Croydon Plan sets out 12 developments amounting to a further 2,961 properties by 2036. By compassion,
South Croydon is undersized and the plan sets out 3 developments amounting to 80 properties. More lasting
electoral equality can be achieved with minor changes to the border of Waddon to transfer into South Croydon the
whole of Pampisford Road and roads immediately off that road, and from the south‐side of Warham Road
downwards.
It is worth bearing in mind that even the council document outlining the ‘Places’ the Commission appears to have
based their draft recommendations upon considers these roads to form part of South Croydon and not Waddon.
West Thornton/Bensham Manor
While the draft recommendations propose three two‐member seats across West Thornton and Bensham Manor, I
believe these changes go further than necessary. Within the external boundaries proposed it’s possible to retain a
three‐member West Thornton seat and a three‐member Bensham Manor seat, this would represent the least
change for the area and provide the greatest continuity for residents.
1

The proposals set out above would enable the Commission’s argument around ‘Places’ and Croydon’s clear natural
boundaries to be applied consistently across the borough, producing a set of proposals far more in keeping with the
Commission’s three goals.
Yours truly,
Dr. Joseph S. Renny
‐‐
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Starkie, Emily
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PETER ROBINSON
07 May 2017 12:54
reviews
Proposed boundary changes in Croydon

06.05.2017

Dear Sir/Madam
PLEASE DON’T CARVE UP ADDISCOMBE!!
I am writing to raise my objections to the Commission’s draft recommendations for my area, as the proposed
boundaries are entirely out of keeping with the local interests of this area.
I have lived with my wife and family in Addiscombe since 2001.
My children both attended local schools and I have been a member of ASPRA, the local residents
association, since we moved here.
I feel I now know the Addiscombe area very well and have a sound idea of local identities.
For almost 100 years the community of Addiscombe has extended to Addiscombe Road but not beyond. This is
clearly the community and electoral boundary.
The areas to the South of Addiscombe Road have never been part of Addiscombe.
Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate are NOT part of Addiscombe and never have been. These areas would never
consider themselves to be part of Addiscombe.
Transport routes through Addiscombe do not run North to South into the Whitgift estate but run across the area north
of Addiscombe Road. Local residents also use different facilities and shopping areas to those residents South of
Addiscombe Road. They are entirely different districts and should not be artificially amalgamated.
The draft proposals split the area covered by ASPRA and remove our local park Ashburton Park from Addiscombe.
The Southern boundary should remain at Addiscombe Road.
A new ward should be formed to the south consisting of Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate – these areas have always
identified with each other.

Yours faithfully
Peter Robinson B.A, M.S.W.
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Contribution: Consultation on proposed boundary changes to Croydon
As a resident of Croydon I am writing to object to several of the proposed boundaries set
out in the Commission’s draft recommendations for Croydon and to suggest
improvements which better meet the stated goals of providing electoral equality, reflecting
the identities and interests of local communities, and promoting effective and convenient
local government.
I have both lived and worked in Croydon for a number of years. I also have close
relationships and ties with many friends located across different areas of Croydon. As a
result, I have a very sound understanding about the geographical and social factors that
help to foster cohesive community links and that are so important in the consideration of
identifying local boundaries.
Addiscombe/ Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate
The boundaries proposed for the Addiscombe seats ignore the different needs and
characteristics of these areas, between the isolated, greener, lower density housing
surrounding the parks and higher density housing in Addiscombe and Shirley. Neither
Park Hill nor the Whitgift Estate is located within Addiscombe and it’s impossible to claim
there’s a common identity across the area when every past review has recognised
Addiscombe Road Addiscombe’s definitive southern boundary since at least 1922.
Addiscombe would be better represented by recognising Addiscombe Road as the
community’s southern limit and reincorporating the Tollgate Estate to create one twomember ward and one three-member ward. A new ward could then be formed to the
south of similar housing types around the parks, taking in Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate,
which identify strongly with one another, and the isolated, lower density housing around
Shirley Avenue. To make up numbers the area could then include similarly low density
properties along Upper Shirley Road, the South Park Hill area delineated by the main
railway line and the old Selsdon railway line, or the area west of there to Conduit Lane
between Coombe Road and Croham Road, which was incorporated in the past.
Waddon/South Croydon
The current boundaries in Croydon were set in 1999, with the previous review in 1977.
The long time between reviews highlights the effective way past reviews have prepared
for future population growth. The draft recommendations for the boundary between
Waddon and South Croydon puts the boundaries at risk of review soon after 2022.
Waddon is already oversized in the proposals and, while the review has taken into
account population growth until 2022, the Croydon Plan sets out 12 developments
amounting to a further 2,961 properties by 2036. By compassion, South Croydon is
undersized and the plan sets out 3 developments amounting to 80 properties. More
lasting electoral equality can be achieved with minor changes to the border of Waddon to

transfer into South Croydon the whole of Pampisford Road and roads immediately off that
road, and from the south-side of Warham Road downwards.
It is worth bearing in mind that even the council document outlining the ‘Places’ the
Commission appears to have based their draft recommendations upon considers these
roads to form part of South Croydon and not Waddon.
West Thornton/Bensham Manor
While the draft recommendations propose three two-member seats across West Thornton
and Bensham Manor, I believe these changes go further than necessary. Within the
external boundaries proposed it’s possible to retain a three-member West Thornton seat
and a three member Bensham Manor seat, this would represent the least change for the
area and provide the greatest continuity for residents.
The proposals set out above would enable the Commission’s argument around ‘Places’
and Croydon’s clear natural boundaries to be applied consistently across the borough,
producing a set of proposals far more in keeping with the Commission’s three goals.
I would therefore strongly oppose any proposal to impose any changes to the current
boundaries for Croydon.

27th April 2017
Dear Sir,
LINDON BOROUGH of CROYDON -- SANDERSTEAD WARD BOUNDARY
I have been resident in the Sanderstead area for all my life and feel that the proposed boundary
for the Ward is better than the existing boundary. Moreover, it encloses an area that most people
regard as Sanderstead. Few people recognise “Croham” as an area while people in Church Way do not
consider they live in “Selsdon”.
Carlton Avenue, Croham Mount and a few houses at the western end of Essendon Road were
in the County Borough of Croydon whereas the remainder of Essendon Road was in the Urban District
of Coulsdon and Purley. I believe that people in Essendon Road considered they lived in Sanderstead
while Carlton Avenue and Croham Mount people considered they lived in South Croydon. There was
one girl who lived in Essendon Road who started her education at Sanderstead Primary School (in
Limpsfield Road) but had to transfer to a Croydon school when it was realised that her house was the
wrong side of the local authority boundary. The precise boundary in this area needs to be reconsidered.
Yours sincerely,

Guy S Salt

Submission to the Boundary Commission – Comments on the
Draft Proposals for the Revised Ward Boundaries in The
London Borough of Croydon
Cllr Paul Scott BA(Hons) DipArch RIBA
6th May 2017

Introduction
I have prepared this report to provide comment upon the draft proposals for the revised ward
boundaries in Croydon and in particular regarding the following aspects of the proposals for:
1. The Addiscombe, Park Hill, Shirley and Woodside area.
2. The name of the currently proposed Woodside Ward
3. The Thornton Area, including the proposed ‘Bensham Manor’ wards

The Author
I am a long standing and active member of the community, throughout the borough, but in
particular in the Addiscombe, South Norwood and surrounding areas. My links to the area
and the local community include:
1. I have lived in South Norwood and Addiscombe neighbourhoods for the last 26
years, initially in South Norwood for 12 years and subsequently in Addiscombe for
the last 14 years
2. For the last 15 years I have been a Councillor representing Woodside Ward. This
ward is in fact primarily the southern half of South Norwood with only a small part of it
recognised locally as being the place of Woodside (the southerly portion around
Woodside Green)
3. I am the Chair of People for Portland Road, which is a local charity set up 12 years
ago to represent the interests of the community in the southern half of South
Norwood.
4. I am a trustee of Stanley Halls, and was a founding member Stanley Peoples’
Initiative, the organisation who recently took over management from the Council of
this historic arts centre in South Norwood
5. I was a member of the governing body of Ashburton Primary School, and
subsequently a member of the Academy Council of Oasis Academy Shirley Park
6. I have a very keen interest in the local history of the area, spending a lot of time in
the excellent local history library researching the development and history of both
Addiscombe and South Norwood.
7. I am an architect with almost 30 years’ experience in practice with a particular
interest in urban design.
Through these and other community links I have developed a very strong understanding of
the local area, its history, geography, neighbourhoods and local communities.

The Ward Boundary Proposals for Addiscombe, Park Hill, Shirley and
Woodside area
I was very surprised to see your first draft of the proposed boundaries for this area. From
my personal experience I have never considered Park Hill to form part of Addiscombe, and I
cannot for imagine anyone else would. They are totally different places and different local
communities. Your draft proposals fail to reflect the true community and physical
neighbourhood boundaries of Addiscombe or the surrounding areas. The key problem lays
with the incorrect interpretation of the place of Addiscombe. Fortunately, however there is a
relatively simple reconfiguration of the Addiscombe, Shirley North and Park Hill areas that
would correct this problem and provide a very close reflection of the actual community and
neighbourhood areas whilst also meeting the clearly very important requirement for electoral
equality.
I will set out the initially what I would strongly commend are the community and
neighbourhood boundaries of Addiscombe and hence those of North Shirley and Park Hill. I
agree with your proposed boundaries to the west and north. I accept that your boundary
with Woodside Ward is reasonable, although it could move further north east to Beckford
Road and include Adams way and the streets immediately off it, to achieve a better electoral
balance if required.

Physical and Historic Definition of Addiscombe
The boundaries of Addiscombe are actually quite clearly defined as a result of the historic
development of the area. It evolved from large country estates and farmland to the east of
the then small country town of Croydon, into the high density predominantly Victorian and
Edwardian suburb that it is today. This development actually started as a result of the First
Indian War of Independence in 1857. At the time India was controlled by the East India
Company and their private army. The officers for that army were trained at the Addiscombe
College. The southern boundary of the Addiscombe College estate was Addiscombe
Road. This was, at it remains to today, a major route running west out of Croydon’s town
centre, which creates a very clear community and neighbourhood boundary.
After the calamity of the uprising the British government took over control of India. The East
India Company no longer had a need for its military academy and sold it to property
developers British Land. The new owners laid out the main part of the estate as a series of
parallel roads running at 90 degrees from Addiscombe Road. This area runs from Canning
Road to Ashburton Road. This grid of streets is recognised through being designated as a
conservation area. The parallel roads connected into the curving road that ran through the
estate, that eventually became known as Lower Addiscombe Road. This road and its
extension to the east, Long Lane, developed into one of the main arteries running through
the Addiscombe area. The new suburb extended to the north of Lower Addiscombe Road in
the area that includes Inglis Road. The area developed from the early 1860’s with the more
expensive houses to the south and the less affluent to the north.
Around the same time the railways were constructed. They further defined the boundaries of
the growing suburb. A line was built specifically to serve the new Addiscombe suburb,
serving the former Addiscombe Station that was on Lower Addiscombe Road. Many of the
shops and services were also located along the road. This railway line closed to make way
for the Tram, but with much of its length becoming the Addiscombe Railway Park. As the
suburb started to develop beyond the original estate, the railway acted as a divide between
the eastern and western sides of the developing Addiscombe area. Other than a footpath
there is no link across it between Blackhorse Lane and Lower Addiscombe Road.

To the north and west however the development of the main line linking the south coast and
Croydon town centre up to London created an even more distinct and definite boundary to
the northern edge of the Addiscombe area.
Through the Victorian and Edwardian period the area continued to develop into most of what
is now considered to be Addiscombe. The area developed around two main focal points –
the ‘village centre’ around the Cherry Orchard Road and Lower Addiscombe Road junction,
and further to the east along Lower Addiscombe Road forming the distinctive linear main
shopping parade stretching from the edge of the former Addiscombe College Estate (Inglis
Road) to Ashburton Park. The eastern and western halves of Addiscombe developed from
this arrangement either side of the Addiscombe railway line.
To the eastern side, on the roads radiating out from the Cherry Orchard Road and Lower
Addiscombe Road junction, mainly small terraced houses were developed. This area
extends from Addiscombe Road and East Croydon Station, north and west along Davidson
and Morland Roads until it reaches the Woodside village area. The very large Handleys
Brickworks between Beckford Road and Birchanger Road created a very distinctive
boundary that is still reflected in the much smaller Brickfields Meadow.
To the west of the villas and townhouses forming the Addiscombe College Estate, later
Edwardian development extended up to what is now Ashburton Park and the former horse
racing course on the site of the current Oasis Academy Spring Park. Beyond Ashburton
Park the linear development along the Lower Addiscombe Road and Long Lane corridor
continued with a series of early to mid-20th century estates, all of which are linked directly
into the Addiscombe parade as their local centre. These estates are distinctly separated
from the Monks Orchard and Shirley areas by the Long Lane Woods, Ashburton Playing
Fields and allotments.
Development to the southern side of Addiscombe Road was very different in its nature from
the Addiscombe area. It was seen as part of the Shirley Hills area to the east and Park Hill
to the west. The area was largely developed somewhat later, initially with large detached
villas. The private roads of the Whitgift Estate such as Upfield, and the Shirley Park Golf
Club illustrate the clear difference in character of this side of the road to the east. Further to
the west are a number of late Edwardian and post war blocks of flats. However, the
predominant form of development to the western end of the road is a series of modern,
1960/70’s estates that replaced the earlier villas. Some are purposefully designed to turn
their backs on Addiscombe Road and the Addiscombe area.
The main part of the Park Hill though is even more divided from Addiscombe by Chepstow
and Fairfield Roads, which are wide with heavily planted landscaping to either side. It is not
by accident that for almost a hundred years Addiscombe Road has formed the ward
boundary along the edge of Addiscombe.

Map illustrating the extent of Addiscombe and its boundaries

Hence the area of Addiscombe is clearly defined:
•
•
•
•

The main railway line to the north and west
Woodside village to the north
Long Lane woods and Ashburton Playing Fields to the east
Addiscombe Road to the south

Community Boundaries
The map below illustrates the local residents associations in and around the Addiscombe
area.

Particular points of note are:
1. None of the Residents Associations (RA) cross Addiscombe Road – it acts as a
clear delineation between communities and neighbourhood areas
2. The RA’s to the south of Addiscombe Road specially relate to the distinctive
neighbourhood estates they represent
3. A series of small RAs represent the areas to either side of Lower Addiscombe Road
with none of them representing a specific estate or neighbourhood
4. The Monks Orchard RA (MORA) relates to the northern half of Shirley, stopping
along the distinctive barrier of Long Lane Woods, Ashburton Playing Fields and the
Allotments. This long established RA wraps around the newer Shirley Oaks estate

5. Longheath Gardens is a distinct place in its own rights. It could link to either Shirley
or Addiscombe

Different Characters Between Addiscombe and Park Hill – Traditional high density housing
in most of Addiscombe contrasts greatly with the ‘modern’ estates forming the Park Hill area,
with their segregated parking areas and communal gardens

Typical Addiscombe street with terraced housing with shallow front gardens directly off
heavily parked narrow streets

Edwardian terraces close to East Croydon

Inglis Road with small villas on the Victorian side of the street with Edwardian terraced
housing opposite

Typical arrangement within the Park Hill area – parking and garage courts off the distributer
roads, with a mix of flats and houses beyond

Pedestrian routes and shared garden areas give access to homes

Blocks of flats are mixed with short terraces of housing

Addiscombe Road – A clear boundary between Addiscombe and Park Hill

Addiscombe Road – the Addiscombe side is lined with buildings directly addressing the
street whilst on the Park Hill side extensive landscape separates much of the development
from the street with some estates turning their backs on the road

The junction with Park Hill Road

The tram and buses run through this part of Addiscombe Road

A typical street leading into the Addiscombe area

Leyburn Gardens – a private ‘modern’ estate forming part of the Park Hill area. The houses
present their backs to Addiscombe Road, separated by landscaping

Beyond Chepstow Road, Addiscombe Road becomes part of the main traffic route. The
trams run on a separated roadway creating an even more significant barrier

Looking up Chepstow Road

Sandilands Tram Stop on the Park Hill side of Addiscombe Road. This further illustrates the
significant visual and physical barrier between the two areas

Review of Draft Proposals
The foregoing demonstrates that with regards to the community boundaries, neighbourhood
identity, physical connectivity and sense of place, the current draft proposals need to be
amended in this area. In particular they are inappropriate for the following reasons:
1. The area and community place of Addiscombe is clearly defined and should be
recognised within the ward boundaries.
2. Park Hill and the western part of Addiscombe are distinctly different places in terms
of their communities, their history, their urban distinctiveness and their geography,
split not only by the strong Addiscombe Road boundary
3. The area bounded by Stretton, Davidson, Northway and Morland Road’s, is entirely
detached from the rest of the proposed Addiscombe East ward by the former railway
line which is now the Addiscombe Railway Park. Only a narrow footpath links the
two parts of the proposed ward. This area is clearly linked to area immediately to its
east and through to the Cherry Orchard Road and Lower Addiscombe Road junction
‘village’ area to the west instead. The draft proposal is clearly perverse in proposing
this disconnected geometry
4. The Whitgift Estate and the part of Park Hill along Radcliffe Road are in no way
associated with the rest of the proposed Addiscombe East ward in terms of their
communities, their history, their urban distinctiveness and their geography
5. The estates along Long Lane use Addiscombe’s main high street along Lower
Addiscombe Road as their local district centre. It is geographically much closer than
Shirley’s high street on Wickham Road. They are separated from Shirley North by
the wide and open Ashburton Playing Fields and Long Lane Woods. They are only
linked to the Monks Orchard area of North Shirley, to Wickham Road via winding,
torturous estate roads or the main Shirley Road, which one would have to turn away
from Lower Addiscombe Road to access.
Proposed Alternative Layout
The area comprised of the of proposed Shirley North, Addiscombe East and Park Hill, and
Addiscombe West wards has a population that would equate to 9 councillors. I would
strongly recommend that to properly reflect the communities in this area, that it is divided
into the following 4 wards instead:
•
•
•

•

Addiscombe West and East Croydon – 2 councillors – bounded by Addiscombe
Road, the back garden line between Clyde, Canning or Elgin Road’s and the
Addiscombe Railway Park
Addiscombe East – 3 councillors – bounded by Addiscombe Road, the back garden
line between Clyde, Canning or Elgin Road’s, the Addiscombe Railway Park, Shirley
Road, the Ashburton Playing Fields, and Long Lane Woods
Park Hill and Shirley Hills – 2 councillors – bounded by Addiscombe Road. This will
need to extend east to include some of the outlying areas bordering Shirley (areas
currently part of the existing Heathfield ward) and possibly extend into South
Croydon to give an appropriate electorate
Shirley North – 2 councillors – bounded by Shirley Road, the Ashburton Playing
Fields, and Long Lane Woods. This area will probably include Longheath Gardens
to create electoral balance.

I note that you have split other areas of the borough into smaller wards to reflect the true
community areas. That would surely set a precedence that could be followed here too.

Indicative map – note that the boundaries with Woodside and between east and west
Addiscombe are flexible, although with the latter the residents association boundaries should
be respected.

The name of the currently proposed Woodside Ward
Having been a Councillor representing ‘Woodside Ward’ for 15 years I am very conscious of
the confusion that the current and proposed name causes for local residents. Around 8085% of the Woodside Ward area is actually the place of South Norwood. The people living
there predominantly consider themselves as being in South Norwood. Woodside as a place
is the former rural village located around Woodside Green.
Very often the South Norwood ward Councillors are contacted by Woodside residents.
It would make much more sense if both the proposed South Norwood and Woodside wards
names included reference to ‘South Norwood’. I therefore propose that the names are
changed to:
•
•

South Norwood Hill (from South Norwood)
South Norwood and Woodside (from Woodside)

Residents and Councillors alike would most appreciate this!

The Thornton Area, including the proposed ‘Bensham Manor’
wards
I note that the Commission received a submission arguing a particular perspective with
regards to the definition of the place of Thornton Heath from an individual and a community
group (both of which are very closely related). It is completely factious and misleading.
Thornton Heath extends considerably further to the west, to include London Road and
beyond. The two proposed ‘Bensham Manor’ wards and West Thornton are in reality all part
of Thornton Heath.
The splitting of this western half of Thornton Heath into 3no 2 seat wards makes very little
sense. 2no 3 seat wards would be considerably more sensible given that they are ostensibly
the same place. Administratively this would make more sense too.
All of the wards in the ‘greater Thornton Heath area’ should share reference to the place.
West Thornton is appropriate. Bensham Manor does not exist as a place in reality or in the
local public perception. It is all Thornton Heath. Therefore, to reflect the true boundaries of
the Thornton Heath area I would strongly recommend that a suite of appropriate names are
developed such as:
• Thornton Heath East
• Thornton Heath West
• West Thornton
Or
• East Thornton
• Thornton Heath Central
• West Thornton
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Boundary Consultation - Whitgift Avenue remain in South Croydon

The Review Officer (Croydon),
My husband (e‐mail as above) and I live on

, South Croydon.

We are very much part of the South Croydon community, of which my husband has been part of since
childhood. We strongly feel that our road should remain in South Croydon NOT Waddon!
Please contact us. Our neighbours also would want our road to remain in South Croydon.
Manish and Mala Shah
Sent from my iPhone
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London Borough of Croydon

Dear Sir
I am writing to object to several of the proposed boundaries set out in the Commission’s draft
recommendations for Croydon and to suggest improvements which better meet the stated goals
of providing electoral equality, reflecting the identities and interests of local communities, and
promoting effective and convenient local government.
Addiscombe/ Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate
The boundaries proposed for the Addiscombe seats ignore the different needs and characteristics
of these areas, between the isolated, greener, lower density housing surrounding the parks and
higher density housing in Addiscombe and Shirley. Neither Park Hill nor the Whitgift Estate is
located within Addiscombe and it’s impossible to claim there’s a common identity across the area
when every past review has recognised Addiscombe Road Addiscombe’s definitive southern
boundary since at least 1922.
Addiscombe would be better represented by recognising Addiscombe Road as the community’s
southern limit and reincorporating the Tollgate Estate to create one two-member ward and one
three-member ward. A new ward could then be formed to the south of similar housing types
around the parks, taking in Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate, which identify strongly with one
another, and the isolated, lower density housing around Shirley Avenue. To make up numbers the
area could then include similarly low density properties along Upper Shirley Road, the South Park
Hill area delineated by the main railway line and the old Selsdon railway line, or the area west of
there to Conduit Lane between Coombe Road and Croham Road, which was incorporated in the
past.
Waddon/South Croydon
The current boundaries in Croydon were set in 1999, with the previous review in 1977. The long
time between reviews highlights the effective way past reviews have prepared for future
population growth. The draft recommendations for the boundary between Waddon and South
Croydon puts the boundaries at risk of review soon after 2022.
Waddon is already oversized in the proposals and, while the review has taken into account
population growth until 2022, the Croydon Plan sets out 12 developments amounting to a further
2,961 properties by 2036. By compassion, South Croydon is undersized and the plan sets out 3
developments amounting to 80 properties. More lasting electoral equality can be achieved with
minor changes to the border of Waddon to transfer into South Croydon the whole of Pampisford
Road and roads immediately off that road, and from the south-side of Warham Road downwards.

1

It is worth bearing in mind that even the council document outlining the ‘Places’ the Commission
appears to have based their draft recommendations upon considers these roads to form part of
South Croydon and not Waddon.
West Thornton/Bensham Manor
While the draft recommendations propose three two-member seats across West Thornton and
Bensham Manor, I believe these changes go further than necessary. Within the external
boundaries proposed it’s possible to retain a three-member West Thornton seat and a threemember Bensham Manor seat, this would represent the least change for the area and provide the
greatest continuity for residents.
The proposals set out above would enable the Commission’s argument around ‘Places’ and
Croydon’s clear natural boundaries to be applied consistently across the borough, producing a set
of proposals far more in keeping with the Commission’s three goals.
Yours truly,
Raffi Hameed
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Dear sir/madam
I am writing in support of the draft proposal.
I live at
I wish to add that from our perspective the place where I live is more in common with Shirley than with commercial
East Croydon centre.
Hence I am writing to support your draft proposal and we hope you implement it.
With best regards
R Shankar
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To The Review Officer (Croydon)
We wish to oppose the proposed boundary changes to Addiscombe
Ward and feel they extend too far South and fail to reflect the coherent
community we understand to be the historic area of Addiscombe.
My husband and I have lived in
for over 20 years,
during which time both of our children went to school locally. For 8 of
these years I worked in Knollys House on the corner of Addiscombe and
Cherry Orchard Roads. We regularly shop in Lower Addiscombe Road
and use local services. We strongly feel this high Street is at the heart of
our community.
Your proposal merges areas which do not properly form part of the
community. Addiscombe is a more homogeneous residential area In
which many residents have built a sense of community over long
periods of time.
We suggest Addiscombe would be far better represented by two wards.
5 representatives should be elected to cover two wards one three
member and a two member ward, to cover the historical Addiscombe
area as understood by its residents. This is bounded by Addiscombe
Road in the South, Coleridge Road in the East, the railway line to the
east, and with Northway Road and Ashburton Park to the North.
Yours Sincerely
Mr and Mrs Shaw
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.

Sent from my iPad
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Having lived In the Addiscombe/Woodside area for some 45 years I want to commend you on your
boundary review and say that I am impressed with the careful consideration you have applied, resulting
in your excellent scheme proposal. Not only have you striven to achieve electoral equality but you have
maintained, even improved community identity with identifiable boundaries.
If I may make an observation regarding my area of Croydon:
Canal Walk.
Perhaps it would be more logical to put Canal Walk into Woodside.
It is only accessible from Towpath Way in Woodside and both these roads are very similar and your
proposal splits them between Woodside and Addiscombe East.
To me, Canal Walk is an extension of Towpath Way and I’ve often wondered way Canal Walk was not
also named Towpath Way?
I don't believe my suggestion would upset electoral equality but would enhance community identity
with and identifiable boundary.

Having lived In the Addiscombe/Woodside area for some 45 years I want to commend you on your boundary review and
say that I am impressed with the careful consideration you have applied, resulting in your excellent scheme
proposal. Not only have you striven to achieve electoral equality but you have maintained, even improved community
identity with identifiable boundaries.
If I may make an observation regarding my area of Croydon:
Elgin Road.
Your suggested boundary line between 'Addidscome West & Park Hill' and 'Addiscombe East' appears to encompass part
of Lower Addiscombe Road at the northern end of Elgin Road and part of Addiscombe Road at the southern end of Elgin
Road but leaves the road itself in ‘Addiscombe East’; I think this isodd.
May I suggest that Elgin Road is included in 'Addiscombe West & Park Hill' and not 'Addiscombe East'. This would give a
stronger identifiable boundary.
Please see my maps below:
From this

To this
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Addiscombe/ Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate

The Review Officer (Croydon)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
14th floor, Millbank Tower
London
SW1P 4QP

Dear Sirs
I am writing to object to several of the proposed boundaries set out in the Commission’s draft
recommendations for Croydon and to suggest improvements which better meet the stated goals of
providing electoral equality, reflecting the identities and interests of local communities, and promoting
effective and convenient local government.

I am very concerned that this proposal looks like gerrymandering on behalf of the Conservative party and
radically changes the feel of the area. Park Hill is like a modern commuter town within its own current
boundaries which has it's own look and feel that is reflected in house prices and the way the community
works. This is very different from Addiscombe which has an older victorian building style and a very mixed
community some of whom have lived here for generations.
Addiscombe/ Park Hill and the Whitgift Estate
The boundaries proposed for the Addiscombe seats ignore the different needs and characteristics of these
areas, between the isolated, greener, lower density housing surrounding the parks and higher density
housing in Addiscombe and Shirley. Neither Park Hill nor the Whitgift Estate is located within Addiscombe
and it’s impossible to claim there’s a common identity across the area when every past review has
recognised Addiscombe Road Addiscombe’s definitive southern boundary since at least 1922.
Addiscombe would be better represented by recognising Addiscombe Road as the community’s southern
limit and reincorporating the Tollgate Estate to create one two-member ward and one three-member ward.
A new ward could then be formed to the south of similar housing types around the parks, taking in Park
Hill and the Whitgift Estate, which identify strongly with one another, and the isolated, lower density
housing around Shirley Avenue. To make up numbers the area could then include similarly low density
properties along Upper Shirley Road, the South Park Hill area delineated by the main railway line and the
old Selsdon railway line, or the area west of there to Conduit Lane between Coombe Road and Croham
Road, which was incorporated in the past.
The proposals set out above would enable the Commission’s argument around ‘Places’ and Croydon’s clear
natural boundaries to be applied consistently across the borough, producing a set of proposals far more in
keeping with the Commission’s three goals.
Yours truly,
1

Janet Smith
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I live in South Croydon and wish to be included in South Croydon my details are
Frank Snell
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Submission regarding the Waddon ward boundaries
From: Luke Springthorpe
Address:
The Eastern boundary that has been proposed between Waddon and the South Croydon ward is a highly
logical one. By ensuring that the Eastern end of Waddon ward includes the Whitgift Avenue/School,
Nottingham Road & Haling Park residential areas, it allows the ward boundary of Waddon to come to a
natural and clearly identifiable end with a “hard boundary” along Brighton Road. Brighton Road is a busy
main road and as such, it is a readily identifiable end to the ward that is easily recognized by local
community groups.
Shifting the boundaries to the west would erode the hard boundary that runs smoothly along the main
roads (the A235 and A236). Combined with the fact that this central eastern area has long been a part of
Waddon (since 1964) and is a part of Waddon that people strongly identify with, shifting the boundary of
Waddon to the west would risk causing confusion among residents and community groups about what
ward they are in, as well as removing a clear demarcation of where Waddon ends and where the new
South Croydon ward starts. It would also detatch them from the councilors who preside over the area that
includes the retail and leisure facilities used by residents in this area, given most people I know in the
Whitgift/Halling Park area shop at the facilities along Purley Way such as the Morrisons at the end of
Denning Avenue (which falls in to Waddon) and use the Waddon leisure centre.
I am also pleased to see that Waddon has a new natural northern boundary which is contained by the
industrial and retail complex of Purley Way (Ie, to the north of Peterwood Way) following the
redevelopment of the area around Wandle Park. The present ward boundaries placed an undue emphasis
on the significance on the River Wandle as a hard boundary (despite its very small size) so I am pleased to
see that your proposals go some way to rectifying this and includes the development I live in (Whitestone
way) in Waddon.
Many of the facilities and community centres used by myself and fellow residents are a part of Waddon
rather than the community high street areas of Broad Green that are a considerable distance away to the
north of Euston Road and towards the A236. For the same reason, I believe there is a strong case for the
inclusion of Cornwall & Theobald Road in the Waddon ward as they are also closer to the facilities in
Waddon and a separated by a hard barrier to Broad Green by the presence of Factory Lane & the industrial
units that form the area to their immediate north. I am pleased that your proposal also incorporates thi
this.
The Southern boundary that ends with the Purley playing field also appears to present a logical end to the
ward.
1

Luke Springthorpe
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Boundary review - Addiscombe and Ashburton

I want to comment on the new ward boundaries being proposed for my area.
I have lived in the Addiscombe / Ashburton area for 24 years now and have found it to be a distinctive area
of Croydon. I worship at St Mary Magdalene church in Addiscombe and my children attended pre‐schools
at St Mary's Addiscombe and St Mildred's Addiscombe, respectively. They both attended Woodside
Primary School on Morland Road and used to play in the Bingham Road recreation ground and Ashburton
Park (where we also went to the library, while it still existed). Our local shops are on the Lower
Addiscombe Road (A222). Everyone who lives in this area remarks that it has an almost "village feel"
owing to the fact that you will meet at the shops people you see at the school gates, at church or other
local organisations.
The draft proposals put forward by the Conservatives, however, do something very odd ‐ they try to add in
areas south of the Addiscombe Road (A232) such as Parkhill and the Whitgift Estate, which have nothing in
common with Addiscombe. The Addiscombe Road is the natural boundary of Addiscombe to the south,
creating quite a strong natural divide being a road busy with cars, bus routes and tram lines.Parkhill is also
a distinctive area with its own primary school (Parkhill) and parish church (St Matthew's) ‐ and people who
live there I believe tend to shop more in the centre of Croydon.
If you walk around these areas you will see that much of Addiscombe is very similar in terms of housing
etc‐ lots of flats and terraced houses. Once you go south of the A232 however, you will find that houses
get markedly bigger and some areas are notably affluent. I believe that the Conservative Party has put
forward these proposals to try and dilute the Labour vote in Addiscombe / Ashburton with Conservative
voters from below the A232 boundary who do not share the same concerns as those in the less affluent
areas of Addiscombe and Ashburton. I don't feel that this will be helpful for the people of Addiscombe,
who may not get proper representation in Local Government if the boundaries are changed in this way.
Although it is hard to say exactly where Addiscombe stops and Ashburton starts, the Labour proposal to
keep Addiscombe and Ashburton together via a West and East Addiscombe arrangement makes perfect
sense in terms of existing communities.
Regards,
Helen Striebig
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I am writing to comment on the ward boundary proposal for Addiscombe.
I have lived in Addiscombe for nearly 30 years and it is obvious to me that there is an clear boundary to
Addiscombe at the A232 (the Addiscombe Road), where the Addiscombe area stops. My shops are on the
Lower Addiscombe Road and I am a member of St Mary Magdalene parish church in Canning Road. I often
meet people I know when I go to the shops on the Lower Addiscombe Road or wait at the Addiscombe
tram stop. It is an established local community.
I wish to object therefore to the proposals recommended by the Conservatives to add Park Hill in with
"Addiscombe West" and the Whitgift Estate with "Addiscombe East". I am a retired Mathematics teacher
and now regularly private tutor students who live in the areas south of the Addiscombe Road. Many of
those families are extremely affluent and can afford to send their children to private schools (and pay for
private maths tutors), unlike most of the families in Addiscombe where I live who attend local state
schools and whose parents have ordinary jobs. I don't see how the interests of these areas can be the
same and it wouldn't be good for local democracy to have the wards re‐shaped in this way. I much prefer
the alternative proposal put forward by the Labour party to keep Addiscombe as two wards north of the
Addiscombe Road, and for the areas to the south to be joined together in a separate ward.
Your sincerely,
Ronald Striebig
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Dear Boundary Commission,
I wish to object to the Commission’s draft recommendations for my area, as the boundaries proposed fail to reflect
the local interests and identities of Addiscombe. I believe a better alternative exists, which more closely reflects
local identities while meeting the Commission’s requirements for electoral equality, and effective and convenient
local government.
The boundaries proposed for the two Addiscombe wards extend well beyond the Addiscombe neighbourhood. Park
Hill and the Whitgift Estate aren’t in Addiscombe and never have been, they do not identify with our area and
properties sold in those areas aren’t advertised as being part of Addiscombe. The community boundary, as with the
electoral boundary, has always ended at Addiscombe Road.
We have entirely independent facilities for shopping, educating children and practicing religions, consequently the
interests and identities of our two separate areas do not overlap. Bundling the two areas together ignores their very
different housing types and consequently the differing needs we have for representation on the council. The voice
on the council of both areas will be diminished by the draft proposals.
I believe our community would be better represented by having the electoral boundaries overlap with community
boundaries. This could be accommodated through one two‐member ward and one three‐member ward, with the
southern boundary remaining at its historic location of Addiscombe Road and taking in the Tollgate Estate to the
north, the entrance to which is located on the Addiscombe‐side of the signs advertising that drivers are entering
Addiscombe.
This would recognise that all the major road, tram and bus routes run through the area, preserve Ashburton Park as
a historic part of the community and avoid splitting up the ASPRA residents’ association.
A new two‐member ward could then be formed of Park Hill, the Whitgift Estate and the other low density housing
around the parks, ensuring the common interests of that community are represented on the council.
Yours faithfully,
Ulrica Eleanor Suess
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