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Electoral review
June 2013

Summary

Who we are:
The Local Government
Boundary Commission for
England is an independent
body which conducts
electoral reviews of local
authority areas.
Electoral reviews:
The purpose of an electoral
review is to decide on the
appropriate electoral
arrangements – the number
of councillors, the names,
number and boundaries of
wards – for a local authority.
Why Bromsgrove?
We are conducting an
electoral review of
Bromsgrove District Council
following a request from the
council for a single-member
ward review.

Bromsgrove District Council
formally asked the
Commission to undertake an
electoral review of the
district with a view to
delivering electoral
arrangements that mean
each ward is represented by
one councillor.

Final recommendations on the
new electoral arrangements for
Bromsgrove District Council
Council size

Electoral arrangements

We consider that a council size of
31 members will ensure the
council can discharge its roles
and responsibilities effectively
and will provide for a pattern of
wards that reflects community
identities across Bromsgrove.

The Commission believes its final
recommendations meet its
obligations - which are set out in
law - to:

The Commission recommends
that Bromsgrove District Council
should be represented by 31
councillors in future: eight fewer
than the current arrangements.

Our final recommendations
propose that Bromsgrove’s 31
councillors should represent 29
single-member wards and one
two-member ward across the
district.

■ Deliver electoral equality for
voters.
■ Reflect local community
interests and identities.

■ Promote effective and
convenient local government.

To view the proposals in detail, visit: consultation.lgbce.org.uk
You can view the full report and maps at: www.lgbce.org.uk

Stage starts

Description

20 June 2012

Invitation to submit warding
arrangements

27 March 2012

29 August 2012
13 November 2012
26 February 2013
8 April 2013

Consultation on council size
Commission formulation of draft
recommendations
Publication of draft
recommendations and
consultation on them

Publication of revised draft
recommendations and
consultation on them

Commission formulation of final
recommendations
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General analysis

The Commission’s draft
recommendations proposed that
Bromsgrove should have 32
councillors in future and that there
should be a uniform pattern of
single-member wards across the
district.

During the initial consultation on
draft recommendations for new
wards, we were made aware of a
significant error in the electorate
data supplied to us by the council.
We use this data to ensure that,
as part of our recommendations
for new ward boundaries, each
councillor would represent
roughly the same number of
voters. The error meant that some
of the proposed wards would not
have delivered good levels of
electoral equality.
As a result of the changes to
electorate data and the strength
of evidence received on some
parts of the draft
recommendations, we decided to
undertake a further phase of
consultation in some wards to the
north and west of the district and
in parts of Bromsgrove town.
Bromsgrove town
Due to the change in electorate
data described above, we
proposed to alter our draft
recommendations for Hill Top,
Sanders Park, Sidemoor and
Perryfields wards.

In particular, we proposed to
include Dodford with Grafton
parish in Perryfields ward. We
also proposed to alter the
boundary between Perryfields
and Sanders Park wards to
deliver better levels of electoral
equality so that voters in
properties to the south of the
A448 and next to Sanders Park
itself should be included in
Sanders Park ward.

We also proposed that an area to
the north of Sanders Park and
north of Crabtree Lane should be
part of Sidemoor ward.
Our further draft

recommendations also proposed
that the south eastern boundary
of Sanders Park ward should
follow Spadesbourne Brook.
The Commission has decided to
confirm the further draft
recommendations for this part of
Bromsgrove as final. The
arrangements allow for singlemember Perryfields, Sanders
Park, Hill Top and Sidemoor
wards.

Elsewhere in Bromsgrove town,
the Commission confirms, as
final, its original draft
recommendations for singlemember Aston Fields,
Bromsgrove Central, Charford,
Lowes Hill, Norton, Rock Hill and
Slideslow wards.

North and west Bromsgrove
In our first consultation on draft
recommendations, the
Commission received a significant
quantity of evidence suggesting
that the areas of Belbroughton
and Bell Heath shared strong
community links. The evidence
opposed the original proposal for
a ward to encompass the
Romsley area and Bell Heath.
The Commission therefore put
forward revised draft
recommendations that included a
Belbroughton & Clent ward to
reflect local concerns.
Similarly, the revised draft
recommendations proposed that
part of Hagley should no longer
be part of the proposed
Belbroughton & Clent ward and
that the area should be covered
by a Hagley East ward and a
Hagley West ward.
As a result of the arrangement
described above, we proposed
that Bournheath parish should
divided between Catshill North
ward and Catshill South ward.

The further draft
recommendations also proposed
to include the Fairfield Parish
Ward (part of Belbroughton
parish) in Romsley ward.

In response to submissions
received from local people and
organisations, we have decided to
modify our further draft
recommendations to include a
two-member Belbroughton &
Romsley ward. The ward
comprises our previous proposal
for a Belbroughton & Clent ward
with the proposed Romsley ward
as well as the whole of
Bournheath parish. We believe
that the strength of community
evidence in opposition to our draft
recommendations and further
draft recommendations, means a
departure from a uniform pattern
of single-member wards is
justified in relation to our statutory
criteria.
Elsewhere in this part of
Bromsgrove, the Commission
proposes single member wards
for Catshill North, Catshill South,
Hagley East and Hagley West.

Central, east and south
Bromsgrove
In the remaining parts of
Bromsgrove, the Commission
confirms its original draft
recommendations as final. As
such, we propose single-member
wards for Lickey Hills, Cofton,
Rubery North, Rubery South,
Alvechurch South, Alvechurch
Village, Barnt Green & Hopwood,
Drakes Cross, Hollywood, Wythall
East, Wythall West, Avoncroft and
Tardebigge.
What happens next?

We have now completed our
review of Bromsgrove District
Council. The recommendations
must now be approved by
Parliament. A draft Order - the
legal document which brings into
force our recommendations - will
be laid in Parliament. Subject to
parliamentary scrutiny, the new
electoral arrangements will come
into force at the district council
elections in 2015.
The full report and maps are
available at www.lgbce.org.uk
and consultation.lgbce.org.uk

