Local residents’ submissions to the Huntingdonshire District
Council electoral review
This PDF document contains submissions from local residents.
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Mishka Mayers
Review Assistant
LGBCE
0330 500 1251
From: Richard Chamberlain
Sent: 19 August 2016 16:39
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: Hemingford Abbots boundary review

Dear Sir,
I have just discovered that there is a proposal to change the boundaries of the electoral wards.
It appears there is a proposal to move Hemingford Abbots away from its neighboring villages of
Hemingford Grey, Houghton and Wyton and place Abbots with Godmanchester and the Offords.
I strongly oppose such a proposal on the following grounds:
1 The villages of Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey are historically linked, have a common border
and share the same river frontage.
2 Abbots and Grey will face exactly the same issues and pressures with respect to planning and
development. It is essential that the voices of these two villages are kept as one to ensure fair democratic
process.
3 The two villages are highly integrated with many residents having relations in both places.
4 Godmanchester and the Offords have many times the population of Abbots and Grey which could
disadvantage the Hemingfords under certain democratic proposals.
5 In this age of austerity and cutbacks it seems bizarre to spend money repositioning boundaries for no
obvious advantage.
In summary, I see absolutely no advantage in the proposals and I oppose them in the strongest terms.
I trust you will take these points into account.
Yours faithfully,
Richard Chamberlain.
Sent from Samsung Mobile on O2
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Local Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Hu nt ingdons hire Dis t ric t
P er sonal Detai l s:
N am e:

Lois Dale

E-m ail:
P ostcode:
Organ isation N am e:

Comment tex t:
As a resident of Houghton & Wyton, I do not feel it makes sense to be in a ward with Hemingford Grey.
There is no direct connection between the two villages, they are separated by a river with no crossing. The
only access is a long drive through St Ives or walk across meadows and through Hemingford Abbots. It
would make more sense to include Hemingford Abbots and Grey together, possibly with Houghton & Wyton
and Wyton on the Hill

U pl oaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/8627
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Mishka Mayers
Review Assistant
LGBCE
0330 500 1251

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Barrie Hoar
Sent: 21 August 2016 10:50
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: Hemingford Abbots

]

Sirs,
I say NO to your proposals and there objections are outlined in their recent letter to you.
Sincerely,
B J Hoar
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Mishka Mayers
Review Assistant
LGBCE
0330 500 1251
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Vivien Hoar
Sent: 21 August 2016 11:32
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: hemingford abbots
Dear Sirs
I wish to object most strongly to the changes proposed, whereby Hemingford Abbots is linked to Godmanchester
and The Offords.
Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey are extremely close, both geographically and culturally. There are no
facilities in Hemingford Abbots, yet within 500 metres there is a well used general shop and post office which
benefits both villages.
There is no school in our village ‐ the children go to the one in Hemingford Grey. We share a vicar with Hemingford
Grey. The leisure clubs in both villages are open to all residents.
I do think it would be a huge mistake to change the boundaries and I cannot think of one benefit of the merger
which would relate to Hemingford Abbots.
Yours faithfully

Vivien Hoar
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‐‐
Jonathan Ashby
Review Assistant
LGBCE
From:
Sent: 19 August 2016 15:06
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: Ward change for Hemingford Abbots

]

Dear Sirs,
We object strongly to the proposal to put Hemingford Abbots into a ward with Godmanchester & The
Offords instead of the existing ward with the other Hemingford village, Hemingford Grey. It just doesn’t
seem to make any sense.
The two Hemingford villages are in most senses inseparable and share so many aspects of normal daily
life; e.g. the village school, The Peace Memorial Playing Fields, the village shop & Post Office and several
joint sports and leisure clubs. We have lived in The Hemingfords since 1970 with the first 26 years in The
Grey and now the last 20 years in The Abbots and we can see no earthly reason to separate them and
place The Abbots with Godmanchester and The Offords, with neither of which we have anything in
common.
Patrick & Shelagh Hurley
Hemingford Abbots
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‐‐
Jonathan Ashby
Review Assistant
LGBCE
From: Ken Martin [mailto:
]
Sent: 19 August 2016 12:40
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: Huntingdonshire District Electoral Review consultation

Dear Sir/Madam,
As residents of Hemingford Abbots we wish to register our objections to your current proposal that
Hemingford Abbots be changed to a ward comprising Godmanchester and The Offords.We have read a
copy of the Parish Councils objections and are in complete agreement with them, in our opinion it would
be foolhardy to make the changes you propose and would completely change the way the area is
governed locally. We would urge you to take notice of the Parish Council's proposals and do the right
thing.
Many thanks,
Ken & Jenny Martin,
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7/15/2016

Local Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Huntingdonshire District
Personal Details:
Name:

Jeremy Mumford

Email:
Postcode:
Organisation Name:

Comment text:
I do not believe that Bury should be included with Ramsey. Bury is a rural community with more in
common with Upwood and Warboys with distict issues different and seperate from the more urban feel of
Ramsey. The boundary for wards should follow the parish boundary between Ramsey and Bury.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informedrepresentation/8586
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Mishka Mayers
Review Assistant
LGBCE
0330 500 1251
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Tim Norman [mailto:
]
Sent: 28 August 2016 11:07
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Cc: Claire Jefferey <
>; Zoe Norman <
>
Subject: Draft recommendations on the new electoral arrangements for Huntingdonshire District Council
Hello,
My family and I have been residents of Hemingford Abbots since 2012 and, prior to that St Ives since 2003. Our
Parish Council recently brought to our attention that the Boundary Commission is consulting on changes to the
electoral boundary for our ward. The effect of these proposed changes is to include Hemingford Abbots in a Ward
comprising Godmanchester and the Offords, but not with our sister village Hemingford Grey, with whom many
residents, including ourselves, have close links.
We just wanted to add our voices to those opposing this move which we think is undesirable. We understand that
our Parish Council has outlined many of the reasons why residents of this village have closer links to the settlements
and residents of the other settlements in our current Ward, including Hemingford Grey and Houghton. We strongly
agree with their arguments and the lack of physical or functional links with some of the settlements in the proposed
Ward. In almost 14 years of living in this area we have never even visited the Offords, which is not indicative of
close ties any sense.
We strongly urge you to reconsider this move.
Yours sincerely
Tim Norman, Claire Jefferey, Zoe Norman
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20 August 2016
Review Officer (Huntingdonshire)
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
14th Floor
Millbank Tower
Millbank London
SW1P 4QP
Dear Sir or Madam
Proposed Electoral Boundary Change – Hemingford Abbots
I wish to object most strongly to the proposed Electoral Boundary change to join Hemingford
Abbots with Godmanchester and the Offords.
Whilst understanding the need for some rationalisation of Electoral Boundaries the proposed
grouping of Hemingford Abbots with Godmanchester and the Offords totally ignores the
community interests and identities.
In assessing electoral representation, Hemingford Abbots has absolutely no geographical, historical
or identity linkage with either Godmanchester or the Offords. It is separated from both by some
distance and the demonic A14; this divide is likely to become even more entrenched with the
proposed new A14 routing. There is no public bus service linking Hemingford Abbots with
Godmanchester or the Offords.
On the other hand Hemingford Abbots has unquestionable affinity and is indelibly linked and
associated with Hemingford Grey. For very obvious and compelling reasons Hemingford Abbots
and Hemingford Grey are known as ‘The Hemingfords’. Apart from decorative village signs, there
is no obvious separating boundary between the villages. Furthermore, the two villages are in the
same Conservation Area, ‘The Hemingfords Conservation Area’ which includes all of Hemingford
Abbots and the majority of Hemingford Grey.
Apart from being contiguous, Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey are both relatively small
rural villages with a combined electorate of some 3070. However, Godmanchester is a town of
about 6500 residents with its own mayor, town council, shops, frequent public transport, etc; it also
has a new development of 750 houses with all that that entails. It is obvious that the priorities,
needs and thinking of Godmanchester are and will be totally different to those of Hemingford
Abbots. The Offords are situated approximately 6 miles on the far side of Godmanchester and
share no links or have anything in common with Hemingford Abbots.
The Hemingfords often work together, two good examples of this are the running of the
Hemingfords Regatta, which is the oldest village rowing regatta in the UK first held in 1901, and

the Hemingfords Peace Memorial Playing Field, which was bequeathed to both villages in the
1940s.
The two villages also share a lot of special interest groups and activities such as the Hemingfords
United Football Club, Hemingford Park Cricket Club, Hemingford Bowls Club, Hemingford Bridge
Club, Hemingfords Local History Society, and the Hemingford Scout Group to name but a few.
Hemingford Abbots has no shop or Post Office but these facilities are located within easy reach in
Hemingford Grey.
From the above, it is abundantly obvious that Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey have a
natural synergy and very sensibly thus far they have been joined electorally to very good effect.
Accordingly I strongly object to the proposed change to the electoral boundary to link Hemingford
Abbots with Godmanchester and the Offords. Whilst not wishing to be over dramatic, I hope that
the bureaucratic convenience, which contributed to the “line drawing” in such events as the PicotSykes Agreement, the Partition of India, and even the Local Government Act of 1972 with all the
resulting problems, will not prevail on this occasion.
I trust that common sense will triumph and Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey will remain
together in the same electoral ward thereby ensuring equitable representation and the most
convenient and effective local government to safeguard and reflect the community interests and
identities.
Yours faithfully

Brian Parsons

Review Officer (Huntingdonshire)
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
14th Floor
Millbank Tower
Millbank London
SW1P 4QP
19 August 2016

Dear Sir or Madam
Proposed new electoral arrangements for Huntingdonshire District Council
I strongly object to the proposal to remove the small village of Hemingford Abbots from its
current electoral association with Hemingford Grey and to join it with the town of
Godmanchester with which it has absolutely nothing in common
The statutory criteria are:



Equality of representation
Reflecting community interests and identities
Providing for convenient and effective local government

The proposal clearly fails the second and third criteria for the following reasons:1. Hemingford Abbots is a small rural village with (by 2021) 531 electors –
Godmanchester is a town with more than 6500 residents, a Town Council, a Mayor,
shops, surgeries, schools, a frequent public transport service and with a major
development of 750 houses under way, is a wholly and completely different
environment with completely differing priorities and characteristics. The Offords are
villages located some 6 miles the other side of Godmanchester and share no links
or commonality with Hemingford Abbots.
2. Hemingford Abbots is separated from Godmanchester by the A14 trunk road dual
carriageway – the busiest two lane dual carriageway in the country carrying 90,000
vehicles per day.
3. There is no public transport connecting Hemingford Abbots and Godmanchester –
the current bus service connects Hemingford Abbots with Hemingford Grey and St
Ives.
4. Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey have St Ives as their local market town
providing essential facilities not Godmanchester whose main centre is in adjacent
Huntingdon.

5. The schooling pattern of Godmanchester is different from that of Hemingford
Abbots. The primary school for Hemingford Abbots children is Hemingford Grey
Primary School, with Houghton Primary School as an alternative for just a few
children. Both of these primary schools feed into St Ivo Secondary School in
nearby St Ives town. Godmanchester primary schools, however. feed into
Hinchingbrooke Secondary School away on the western side of Huntingdon town.
6. The area of the Ouse Valley comprising the Parishes of Hemingford Abbots and
Hemingford Grey is known locally as ‘The Hemingfords’ there being no separation
of development at the boundary between the villages of Hemingford Abbots and
Hemingford Grey.
7. The two Hemingford villages are currently joined in a Conservation Area, entitled
‘The Hemingfords Conservation Area’ that encompasses the whole of the village of
Hemingford Abbots and most of the village of Hemingford Grey. There is no
separation of development at the boundary between the villages of Hemingford
Abbots and Hemingford Grey.
8. Hemingford Abbots has no shop and no Post Office – these facilities are located in
Hemingford Grey and Houghton.
9. Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey are joint custodians of their Peace
Memorial Playing Field located close to the boundary between the two villages.
This was bequeathed to both villages in the 1940s.
10. Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey jointly run the Hemingfords’ Regatta – the
oldest continually run village rowing regatta in the UK – run since 1901. The
Regatta takes place on the river at the boundary between the two villages.
11. Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey share a considerable number of special
interest groups and clubs including a Hemingfords Local History Society,
Hemingford Bridge Club, Hemingfords Utd Football Club, Hemingford Bowls Club,
Hemingford Park Cricket Club, the 1st Hemingford Scout Group to name just a few
and noting there is no distinction between the villages in these organisations.
Traditionally Hemingford Abbots has been joined electorally with Hemingford Grey and
sometime also with Houghton & Wyton – its near neighbours and similar villages with
similar issues.
The current proposals appear to be moving Hemingford Abbots away from the villages
with which it has natural links, to a group of two other villages and a town where it has no
commonality – all, apparently, for the sake of making the numbers fit to a District-wide
template.
12. If Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey together are represented by one District
Councillor, then, with 3070 electors, the District Councillor would represent just 4%
above the 2931 average. In the alternative, if the status quo is preserved, that is
Hemingford Abbots, Hemingford Grey, together with Hilton and Houghton, the 5600
electors with two District Councillors would at 2800 per District Councillor be just
4% below the 2931 average. It is unlikely that Councillors representing 7000 town
dwellers can equally represent the interests of 550 villagers.

Using your statements on page 19 of your report it is evident that retaining Hemingford
Abbots with Hemingford Grey in one Ward completely meets the required criteria whereas
your ‘proposed Ward’ of Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots most certainly does not, as
you assert on page 11, ‘meet(s) our statutory criteria’. The following examination demonstrates
this difference.
A good pattern of wards should:
Provide good electoral equality, with each councillor representing, as closely as possible, the
same number of voters
See 12 above. Hemingford Abbots remaining with Hemingford Grey with or without the
other villages is within 4% of the target
Reflect community interests and identities and include evidence of community links
See 1 to 11 above for the evidence of compliance.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: Hemingford Abbots has
no community links with Godmanchester.
Your proposal places Hemingford Abbots in Huntingdon and Central
Huntingdonshire whereas, see 4 above, Hemingford Abbots has St Ives as its local
market town and should therefore be within the St Ives and East Huntingdonshire
division.
Be based on strong, easily identifiable boundaries
See 2,5 6 and 7 above for the evidence of compliance. Hemingford Abbots’ strong, easily
identifiable boundaries are with Hemingford Grey and to a lesser extent with Houghton.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: There is no
commonality with Godmanchester from which town the village of Hemingford
Abbots is actually physically separated by the, allegedly, busiest dual carriageway
road in England
Help the council deliver effective and convenient local government
See final sentence of 12 above for the evidence of compliance.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: The proposal to lump
Hemingford Abbots with the town of Godmanchester does not meet this criterion.
Electoral equality:
Does your proposal mean that councillors would represent roughly the same number of voters
as elsewhere in the council area?
See 12 above for evidence. Hemingford Abbots remaining with Hemingford Grey with or
without the other villages is within 4% of the target
Community identity:
Community groups: is there a parish council, residents’ association or other group that
represents the area?
See 5, 7, 9, 10 and 11 above for evidence of compliance. All Hemingford Abbots
community groups are allied with Hemingford Grey.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: There is no
organisation that represents the proposed ward of Godmanchester with Hemingford
Abbots. Hemingford Abbots has its own Parish Council, Godmanchester has a
Town Council.
Interests: what issues bind the community together or separate it from other parts of your
area?
See 1 and 7 above for evidence of compliance.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: The interests of a small
village of 500 residents, essentially rural with no shop, no school, no doctor, very limited

public transport and a precept of £16,500 is a very different place from a town with all these
facilities and a precept more than 10 tiomes the size at £179,400.
Identifiable boundaries: are there natural or constructed features which make strong
boundaries for your proposals?
See 7 above. Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey have a common almost imperceptible
common boundary with the developed part of both villages bounded by the river to the north and by
the A14 dual carriageway to the south.
Effective local government:
Are any of the proposed wards too large or small to be represented effectively?
Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey together with 3070 electors represented by one
District Councillor would be just 4% above your required 2931 average. See 12 above.
Are the proposed names of the wards appropriate?
N/A
Are there good links across your proposed ward? Is there any form of public transport? See 3
above for evidence of compliance.
Proposed Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots Ward: There is no public
transport connecting Hemingford Abbots with Godmanchester. Hemingford Abbots is
effectively separated from Godmanchester by the A14 dual carriageway.
Hemingford Abbots and Hemingford Grey, as well as sharing a name, are of similar
character and have a close working relationship with many shared facilities and have
frequently operated as one. I am certain that the District Council electorate of Hemingford
Abbots should remain in the same ward as Hemingford Grey being represented by 1
District Councillor or as a second best alternative, joining also with Houghton and Hilton to
be represented by 2 District Councillors at Huntingdon District Council.
Yours faithfully

John Peters
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‐‐
Jonathan Ashby
Review Assistant
LGBCE
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Melanie Peters [mailto:
Sent: 19 August 2016 13:27
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: Huntingdonshire District Boundary Electoral Review
Dear Sir or Madam,
I refer to your consultation regarding boundary changes in Huntingdonshire and in particular the proposal that the
village of Hemingford Abbots should be combined with Godmanchester and the Offords.
Anyone who knows this village would appreciate the that it simply does not make sense to ally the village of
Hemingford Abbots with the town of Godmanchester.
The reasons behind my decision are all stated in the submission from Hemingford Abbots Parish Council that I fully
support and which, I am sure, you will have read with great care.
If you have no first hand knowledge of the area, do come and visit us and thereby please make an informed and
sensible decision.
Yours faithfully
Melanie Peters
Sent from my iPad
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Hu nt ingdons hire Dis t ric t
P er sonal Detai l s:
N am e:

graham RHODES

E-m ail:
P ostcode:
Organ isation N am e:

Comment tex t:
In view of the proposed RAF Wyton Development which could create 9000 new voters has this potential
impact on the Draft Proposals been considered for future review or are the current District Ward boundaries
set in stone?

U pl oaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/8620
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7/29/2016

Local Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Huntingdonshire District
Personal Details:
Name:

Lawrence Simpson

Email:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Mickysim

Comment text:
For Huntingdon West new boundary, do not leave the railway line until Ermine Street / Stukeley Road, B1944) then use the B1044 as the boundary up to
junction with Spittals way, A141.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informedrepresentation/8638
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Local Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Hu nt ingdons hire Dis t ric t
P er sonal Detai l s:
N am e:

Adrian White

E-m ail:
P ostcode:
Organ isation N am e:

F eatur e Annotati ons

1
1:: 1
1::

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database rights 2013.

M ap F eatur es:

Annotation 1:

1:

Comment tex t:
This adjustment to Wyton and Wyton Airfield is far better on the draft proposal as is puts Wyton on the hill a lot closer to the center of
the ward as opposed to previously when we were miles away from any real part of the ward. Alternatively is it worth adding Wyton on the
hill to St Ives west stopping at the B1090 as in figure 1 that I have added.

U pl oaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/8531
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Local Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Hu nt ingdons hire Dis t ric t
P er sonal Detai l s:
N am e:

david williams

E-m ail:
P ostcode:
Organ isation N am e:

Comment tex t:
i would like to be considered to represent the local north ward of huntingdon,.i have lived here for over 40
yrs and feel its my time to sort out this area,i have many contacts through my extensive work as a former
proprietor of cromwell cabs,,i am 56 ,and have voluteered to raise awareness of the local park ,coneygear
park,helping out advertising the snack shack.i feel i understand peoples concerns,.there is so much more
work to do to make this the best it can be ,.

U pl oaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/8629
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