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From: Donald Graham
Sent: 28 October 2014 15:33
To: Reviews@
Subject: RE: Electoral Review of Hertfordshire County Council - Hertsmere Borough Council's response

Hertsmere Borough Council would like to make the following 2 comments on the above:
Potters Bar West & Shenley Division
We do not support proposal to include the Well End area of Borehamwood into the Potters Bar West
and Shenley division. This seriously transgresses one of the main considerations of your review, that
of “reflecting community identity”. Geographically Well End is some distance from Potters Bar and not
connected via an obvious road link. Indeed the A1M provides a very effective boundary between the
two areas. In addition the communities of Borehamwood and Potters Bar are quite different and the
only logic in bringing them together that we can see is mathematical convenience .
We are perplexed as to why you are proposing such a radical change to the boundary of Potters Bar
West and Shenley. The largest ward by electorate both now and in 2020 will be Potters Bar East.
Surely a more obvious solution would be to move part of Potters Bar East into Potters Bar West and
Shenley to equalise their size. However looking at the projected 2020 electorate figures, the Potters
Bar Wards will be the two largest in the Borough which makes your statement that “Potters Bar …
has too few electors to warrant having two county councillors” difficult to understand.
Elstree & Borehamwood Town Council
Hertsmere also wishes to comment on the resultant changes to the wards within the town council. It
is proposed to increase the number of seats in the Cowley Hill ward from 3 to 4 and reduce the
number in the Elstree ward from 2 to 1. The electorate in Cowley Hill is currently 7,472 and in Elstree
it is 4,143. Therefore, this proposed change would mean 1 Cllr in Elstree would represent 4,143
electors and each Cllr in Cowley Hill 1,868, which is a significant imbalance.
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