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Knag, Daniel
From:

Tian Davidson [parishclerk.appletonwitheaton@gmail.com]

Sent:

28 July 2012 10:07

To:

Metheringham-Owlett, Jessica

Cc:

Reviews@; Otterway, Richard

Subject:

Re: Electoral review of Vale of White Horse

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status:

Red

Dear Jessica and Richard
On the latest consultation of recommendations, Council has no comments.
Regards
Tian
Mrs T Davidson for Appleton with Eaton PC and
Dr T Davidson for Hinton Waldrist PC
On 30 March 2012 13:40, Metheringham-Owlett, Jessica <Jessica.MetheringhamOwlett@lgbce.org.uk> wrote:
Dear Parish or Town Clerk

I am writing to you regarding the electoral review of Vale of White Horse.

On Tuesday the Commission formally commenced a public consultation on council
size. Letters were sent to parish councils in Vale of White Horse, along with a poster.
I attach a PDF of this letter and a PDF of the poster.

The Commission welcomes views on a possible council size of 38, and is keen to
hear from parish and town councils, councillors and local residents. This stage of
consultation closes on 8 May 2012.

Once the Commission has reached a decision on the most appropriate council size
for Vale of White Horse, there will be further public consultation on the district wards.
This will cover the number and boundaries of district wards, as well as the names of
wards. I will be in touch with you again when this consultation starts.

If you have any queries or you would like to make a submission on council size,
please email me or my colleague Richard Otterway (richard.otterway@lgbce.org.uk).
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Kind regards

Jessica

Jessica Metheringham-Owlett
Review Officer
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8525
www.lgbce.org.uk

05/09/2012

stating of the preferred solution were couched in a resolution passed
unanimously by Cumnor Parish Council in March 2012.
5
The Parish Council also complained that the allocation of Councillors
across the Wards had been done in an arbitrary manner. A second resolution
was passed calling for the following distribution of the 15 Parish Councillors so
that they were directly proportionate to the number of electors in the respective
wards. (See table included with resolution).
Ward

Percentage of
the
Parish’s
electorate
living in each
new ward

Number
of
Councillors
(The total number of councillors is 15)
Pro
rata LGBC’s
representation proposal

CPC’s
counter
proposal

Cumnor Hill

28.8%

4.33

4

4

Cumnor
Village

18.5%

2.77

4

3

Dean Court

40.0%

6

4

6

Farmoor

12.7%

1.9

3

2

6
The above two resolutions were recorded and despatched in a five-page
letter in March 2012, addressed to Mrs Beviere at the Vale; as we are sure you
know. Mrs Beviere has a full set of our relevant papers and we are quite pleased
for you to consult with her. We were pleased to note from the Didcot meeting that
changes to Wards within Parishes and distributions of Councillors were indeed
within the scope of the Vale of White Horse Review. The Parish Council would
welcome being called to testify in support of these resolutions to the Review
Body.
Localism Act
7
Over the past year the Officers of Cumnor Parish Council have been
considering and appraising the likely effects of the Localism Act on the
community life of Cumnor Parish and along with other Parish and Town Councils
have engaged in debates and discussions relating to activities over which a Town
or Parish Council might become more involved in exercising additional rights and
powers. Our stand is based on the statement declared by the newly-formed
government in May 2010, that the time had come to disperse power more widely
in Britain today. As a Parish Council we still await any indication that this is likely
to happen in any sphere of government.
8
In our discussions to date on planning under Neighbourhood Plans, and
how we might work with the National Planning Policy Framework and the
associated district-designed core plans, we have reluctantly come to the opinion
that the local Parish and Town Council will have to conform to the broad criteria
of central and devolved levels of Government as set down in the tiers of
frameworks and plans.
9
The same approach appears to be being promulgated by the Boundary
Commission in its conformity to reducing the number of Members of Parliament,
the number of Oxfordshire County Councillors from 74 to 63 or 64, and now Vale
of White Horse District Councillors from 51 to 38 (a reduction of 25%). These top-

down reductions are plainly contrary to the spirit of the Downing Street
declaration quoted above. The transfer of new powers and rights to the
grassroots of society will require more people to exercise, monitor and do the
accounting for, even if more volunteering is encouraged and achieved, and the
lowest levels of local governance are allowed to recruit.
10
The situation described above might have some degree of success if the
scene of electoral and political involvement and coverage at Cumnor Parish
Council level had been stable over the past years. However, at every local
change and development Cumnor has had to link with another voting area either
in County or District representation in order to satisfy a statistical yardstick.
11
We in Cumnor are trying to bolster and consolidate the democratic process
with a vibrant community consensus and to promote such vital local matters as
the uncertainty of surface water and sewage drainage, and the wide range of
speeds of receiving broadband facilities across the Parish. We will not be
capable of wider or deeper roles if our views are dismissed and not even given
the benefit of joint consultation.
12
The essential element for us is surely a period of stability so that a useful
degree of local confidence can be established and nurtured. Reading in the local
Cumnor Parish News of change and uncertainty is not conducive to embarking
on plans and schemes to secure the growth of community government and
engagement.
Proposal to Review Body
13
Cumnor Parish Council seeks to put forward a simple rational proposal
which embraces community identity and electoral equality and is willing and able
to corroborate it with updated gathered information. What is needed is a
meaningful process of consultation covering the range of possibilities so that a
choice can be worked out to meet the majority of opinion.
14
The confusions and misunderstandings arising from the range of draft
recommendations on the County Review covering Wards, their road boundaries
and Councillor allocations have cast a muddied cloud over our Boundary
Commission exchanges over the past two years. It does not seem appropriate, or
seemly to us therefore, to proffer a solution for the whole District. However, we
do feel that while the County Council deals with Education, Police, Social
Services, Highways, etc., the District Council concerns itself with Housing,
Planning, Licensing, Recreation, Environment, etc., so that with more of the
everyday decision-making devolving onto the lower echelons of Town and Parish
Councils, it would have seemed more useful to increase rather than reduce the
number of District Councillors.
15
Having a quarter less District Councillors will make the links with local
councils more tenuous. Unless procedures are strengthened, local councils will
feel even further from the District Council activity and less accountable to their
community.
16
Cumnor is one of the larger Parishes in the District with about 5,000
voters. The Vale as a District has about 95,000 voters equalling 1 dedicated
District Councillor for every 2,500 voters for the reduced number of Councillors
across the patch.

17
With these figures it is therefore very attractive and simplistic for Cumnor
Parish to ask to be given 2 Councillors. This would provide a break from the past
experience, already referred to, of using one of the largest parishes to shed or
share a portion or unit to make up a comfortable ratio or proportion in a
neighbouring voting area.
18
This process has been going on at different levels for years. As a parish
banked against the Thames and as an exurban area distinct from Oxford City,
the time may well have come for Cumnor to set down their case for a stable and
cohesive group of residential communities developing and nurturing its own
vibrant society. The recent attacks and weakening plans are not necessary.
There is already plenty for us to absorb by way of new and future residential
building and local infrastructure to provide and extend. We need to protect what
we have received and inherited and sometimes the goodwill of the community is
assumed. The various parts of Cumnor are complementary to each other and
contribute to the high level of service and involvement in so many fields.
Conclusion
19
We very much hope that your Review Body may in its early stages of
consultation feel itself able to arrange a short meeting with us so that we may
gain a better understanding of what is being proposed. We wish to guide
ourselves towards providing a robust and proactive environment socially,
communally and politically in the broadest sense. We are not a party political
council and try at all times to have the best interests of the widest range of our
parishioners at heart.
Yours sincerely,
T Brock

Tina Brock
Clerk to Cumnor Parish Council
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Knag, Daniel
From:

Drayton Clerk [draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk]

Sent:

18 July 2012 10:27

To:

Otterway, Richard

Subject:

Electoral review of Vale of White Horse - Response from Drayton (Abingdon) Parish
Council

Importance:

High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status:

Red

Response from Drayton Parish Council to the Consultation on the Ward Pattern following the
Proposed Reduction in the Number of District Councillors
Drayton (Abingdon) Parish Council discussed the proposed reduction of the number of VWHDC
councillors from the present 51 to 38 and the consequent need to redistribute ward boundaries at its
monthly meeting held on Monday 2nd July 2012.
I was asked to convey the following resolution from Drayton PC:

The Council resolved that the Clerk should respond that one Councillor was
required for Drayton village, and that the size of our village was sufficient for
this Councillor not to represent any wider area.
Drayton Parish Council regretted that a reduction in the number of Councillors to 38 was being
proceeded with, and your attention is drawn to our earlier submission supporting a reduction, but to 45
Councillors:

Response from Drayton Parish Council to the Proposed Reduction in the Number of District
Councillors
Drayton (Abingdon) Parish Council discussed the proposed reduction of the number of VWHDC
councillors from the present 51 to 38 at its monthly meeting held on Monday 2nd April 2012.
I was asked to convey the following views from Drayton PC:
That whilst the Parish Council recognises that the current financial climate had led to the proposal to

save money, and that this is part of a national pattern, nevertheless a reduction to 38 was
thought to be too much - but that the Drayton PC would support a reduction to 45 district
councillors.

David Perrow
Clerk to Drayton (Abingdon) Parish Council
Tel:
(mobile)
Email: draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk
From: Otterway, Richard [mailto:Richard.Otterway@lgbce.org.uk]
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 3:50 PM

05/09/2012
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Subject: Electoral review of Vale of White Horse

Dear respondent,
ELECTORAL REVIEW OF VALE OF WHITE HORSE
Thank you for your submission regarding the council size for Vale of White Horse District
Council. The purpose of this letter is to formally announce the start of the first consultation
stage on warding patterns.
The Commission has consulted on the proposed council size for the new council and is
currently minded to recommend 38 elected members.
The next stage of the review will run from today (June 20) until 28 August 2012. During this
period we invite all councillors, parish and town councils, local political and community
groups and local residents to submit proposals for a new pattern of wards based on a
council size of 38 members.
I should stress, however, that the Commission’s conclusions may be subject to change
depending on the evidence received during the next consultation period. During the review,
the Commission may consider that the council size requires slight adjustment to provide for
ward patterns that better reflect electoral equality and community identity.
The review aims to make sure, as far as possible, that every councillor in each ward of the
authority represents the same number of electors. The review will also take into account the
identities and interests of local communities in the area.
The procedures which the Commission will be following in conducting the review are set out
in Commission’s guidance, Electoral reviews: what they are and how you can get involved.
This document is available on the Commission’s website at www.lgbce.org.uk.
The Commission requests that any views you may have on new warding arrangements
should be submitted no later than 28 August 2012. After this date, the Commission will not
be in a position to accept further representations to feed into its draft recommendations. We
expect to publish our draft recommendations for Vale of White Horse later in the year.
There will be a second period of public consultation on the Commission’s draft
recommendations for Vale of White Horse. We will contact you at that time to invite your
views on what is being proposed.
Electorate figures will shortly be available on our website. This information may be useful in
formulating a proposed pattern of wards for your local area. Our guidance on proposing a
pattern is also available on the electoral reviews page of our website.
Any representations should be made to the Commission by 28 August 2012 to the address
below:
Review Officer (Vale of White Horse)
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London
EC1M 5LG
If you have any queries, please feel free to contact me.

05/09/2012
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Yours sincerely
Richard Otterway
Review Officer
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8535
Email: richard.otterway@lgbce.org.uk

05/09/2012

EAST CHALLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to East Challow Parish Council

Tel.
eastchallowpc@gmail.com
27th August 2012
Review Officer (Vale of White Horse)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG

Dear Sir,
Electoral Review of the Vale of White Horse
Thank you for your letter of 20th June 2012. At this stage of consultation East Challow
Parish Council would simply like to comment that there is a strong view within the village that
any review of electoral boundaries should not involve the association of East Challow with
the much larger population centres of Wantage and Grove. The Parish Council believes that
the village identity will be much more strongly maintained by remaining in a Ward with other
neighbouring downland villages.
The Council awaits the publication of the draft recommendations with great interest.
Yours faithfully,

Kathy Warden (Ms)
Clerk to East Challow Parish Council

GROVE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk/Treasurer: Mr G M Mundy

Council Offices
Old Mill Hall
School Lane
Grove, Wantage
Oxon OX12 7LB
Tel:
01235 766599
Fax:
01235 766599

Review Officer (Vale of White Horse)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76 – 86 Turnmill Street
London
EC1M 5LG

21st August 2012

Dear Mr Otterway
ELECTORAL REVIEW OF VALE OF WHITE HORSE
Grove Parish Council has discussed the review for District Councillor numbers and I have set
out below our reasons for retaining the current three members Ward:



Grove is expected to double in size over the next ten years. An application has already
been received for 2,500 homes on the former airfield.
In addition to those homes mentioned above, another 2,000 homes are proposed
elsewhere in the Parish.

Based on a Councillor per 2,700 electorate the Parish Council firmly believe that Grove would
be sufficiently large enough to retain its three District Council members. The Parish Council
also firmly believes that Grove should remain as one Ward but with more than one member.

Yours Sincerely

G M Mundy

Web site: www.grove-oxon.org.uk

E-Mail: parishcouncil@Grove-oxon.org.uk
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Knag, Daniel
From:

Reviews@

Sent:

04 July 2012 11:17

To:

Reviews@

Subject: Custom Form Submission Received

- Custom Form Submission Notification
Custom Form Submission Received
Review Editor,

A new custom form submission has been received. The details of the form submission are as follows:
Submission Information

Custom Form:
Form URL:

Online submissions form (#183)
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-consultations/onlinesubmissions-form
Submission ID:
1228
Time of Submission: Jul 4th 2012 at 10:17am
IP Address:
Form Answers

Name:
Address 1:
Address 2:
Address 3:
Postcode:
Email Address:
Area your
submission refers to:
Organisation you
belong to:
Your feedback:

John Melling

Vale of White Horse
parish/town council
Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor PC wishes to see the
existing ward extended along the A420 corridor, possibly
including the parishes of Longworth, Hinton Waldrist and
Fyfield with Tubney. A ward including Charney Bassett may be
an acceptable alternative.

File upload:

This communication is from LGBCE (http://www.lgbce.org.uk) - Sent to Review Editor
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Knag, Daniel
From:

Hinds, Alex

Sent:

16 July 2012 15:50

To:

Otterway, Richard

Subject:

FW: Custom Form Submission Received - The Vale

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status:

Red

Alex Hinds
Review Assistant
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
76-86 Turnmill Street
London
EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8534 | Fax: 020 7296 6227
Email: alex.hinds@lgbce.org.uk Web: www.lgbce.org.uk



Think of the environment...please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to

From: reviews@lgbce.org.uk [mailto:reviews@lgbce.org.uk]
Sent: 16 July 2012 15:46
To: Reviews@
Subject: Custom Form Submission Received

- Custom Form Submission Notification
Custom Form Submission Received
Review Editor,
A new custom form submission has been received. The details of the form submission are as follows:
Submission Information

Custom Form:
Form URL:
Submission ID:
Time of Submission:
IP Address:

Online submissions form (#183)
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-consultations/online-submissionsform
1255
Jul 16th 2012 at 2:46pm

Form Answers

Name:
Address 1:
Address 2:
Address 3:
Postcode:

05/09/2012

Mrs L. Martin
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Email Address:
Area your submission
refers to:
Organisation you
belong to:
Your feedback:

Clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vale of White Horse
parish/town council
Marcham Parish Council, in order to suggest a ward which would
satisfy the reduction in Councillor numbers on the Vale of White
Horse District Council, would suggest a merger of Marcham Parish
and St. Helen Without parish to form a new ward with one District
Councillor.

File upload:
This communication is from LGBCE (http://www.lgbce.org.uk) - Sent to Review Editor

05/09/2012
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Knag, Daniel
From:

Gregory, Eleanor

Sent:

23 August 2012 11:23

To:

Knag, Daniel

Subject: FW: Custom Form Submission Received

From: reviews@lgbce.org.uk [mailto:reviews@lgbce.org.uk]
Sent: 22 August 2012 15:59
To: Reviews@
Subject: Custom Form Submission Received

- Custom Form Submission Notification
Custom Form Submission Received
Review Editor,
A new custom form submission has been received. The details of the form submission are as follows:
Submission Information

Custom Form:
Form URL:
Submission ID:
Time of Submission:
IP Address:

Online submissions form (#183)
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-consultations/online-submissionsform
1362
Aug 22nd 2012 at 2:59pm

Form Answers

Name:
Address 1:
Address 2:
Address 3:
Postcode:
Email Address:
Area your submission
refers to:
Organisation you
belong to:
Your feedback:

Radley Parish Council
73 Eaton Road
Appleton
Abingdon
OX13 5JJ
clerk@radleyvillage.org.uk
Vale of White Horse
other (please specify in your submission)
Radley Parish Council has no comment on the Commissionâ€™s
recommendation for a council size of 38 members of the Vale of
White Horse District Council.
Radley has a strong village identity rooted in the Vale of White
Horse and is quite distinct from the housing estates on the edge of
Abingdon. It has strong links with Kennington along the main

05/09/2012
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transport corridor and the two communities share many facilities.
Longstanding links also exist with Sunningwell, which shares the
same ecclesiastical parish.
File upload:
This communication is from LGBCE (http://www.lgbce.org.uk) - Sent to Review Editor
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Knag, Daniel
From:

Reviews@

Sent:

18 July 2012 09:45

To:

Reviews@

Subject: Custom Form Submission Received

- Custom Form Submission Notification
Custom Form Submission Received
Review Editor,

A new custom form submission has been received. The details of the form submission are as follows:
Submission Information

Custom Form:
Form URL:

Online submissions form (#183)
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-consultations/onlinesubmissions-form
Submission ID:
1258
Time of Submission: Jul 18th 2012 at 8:45am
IP Address:
::ffff:217.43.49.114
Form Answers

Name:
Address 1:
Address 2:
Address 3:
Postcode:
Email Address:
Area your
submission refers to:
Organisation you
belong to:
Your feedback:

05/09/2012

Sutton Courtenay Parish Council

info@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
Vale of White Horse
parish/town council
Sutton Courtenay Parish Council has expressed a desire that
the ward remains a village ward and not subsumed into part of
the town of Abingdon, as the needs of an urban area and rural
area are quite different. Therefore Sutton Courtenay should not
be linked to the town of Abingdon. Given the location of the
District boundary between Vale of White Horse and South
Oxfordshire, then Appleford parish remaining with Sutton
Courtenay is the only option. To increase the size of the ward
to satisfy the proposed reduction in councillor numbers, to
merge with a parish to the East is the only solution.
Sutton Courtenay Parish Council would suggest including the
parish of Milton with the existing Sutton Courtenay/Appleford
ward as Milton has historically been part of the ward previously.
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File upload:

This communication is from LGBCE (http://www.lgbce.org.uk) - Sent to Review Editor
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Knag, Daniel
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bill Falkenau [wantageclerk@btconnect.com]
22 July 2012 12:29
Reviews@
Electoral Review of Vale of White Horse

Please consider the following in response from Wantage Town Council to the questions raised by
your consultation.
1. The parish boundary has been reviewed and modified with in the past four years and the
boundary moved to incorporate built up areas on the parish edge that fell into neighbouring
parishes. The current parish boundary is therefore a good reflection of the current area of our
local community. If any regard is to be given to housing developments immediately adjacent to the
current boundary ie Crab Hill or Stockham Farm, these developments would undoubtedly be
regarded as part of Wantage parish rather than those of the neighbouring parishes.
2. The proposed reduction in district council members will oblige a review of ward boundaries
within the parish. Other than creating a demarcation and spreading of workload between
councillors, the current wards do not have any relevance to the electorate/residents. The Town
Council has not determined a view on whether warding of the parish should continue.
3. The principal shops and amenities are within Wantage parish/town centre, although use is
made of some facilities within the parish of Grove.
I trust these comments will assist you in your consideration.
Bill Falkenau
Clerk to Wantage Town Council
Council Offices
Portway
Wantage
OX12 9BX
Tel:

1

