RESOLVED;

Three Rivers District Council agrees the following response to the Boundary Commission
consultation regarding future ward boundaries:

The Council broadly supports the draft recommendations proposed by the Commission.

In particular, the Council supports the division of the District into four sub-areas that reflect the
distinct community identities in the district; and the resulting recognition for parish boundaries.

Above all the Council wants to see wards that correspond as far as possible to the communities
within each sub-area. In some cases we believe that this is not achieved by the draft
recommendations and we would therefore make some further comments in relation to the specific
sub-areas as follows:

Abbots Langley

The Council reiterates its original proposal for ward boundaries in this part of the District, for the
reasons set out previously. The Council is strongly opposed to the division of Abbots Langley
ward, as this covers a single well-defined community. The Commission’s proposed boundary
through Abbots Langley is weak and has no clear definition, appears completely arbitrary, and
causes several streets (including the High Street) to be split between wards. By contrast, the
Council’s proposal respects the communities within the parish, enables the existing parish ward
boundaries to be retained (these are a good reflection of existing communities), and reflects
existing transport and community links. The Council’s proposal follows the clear and wellunderstood division of Bedmond & Primrose Hill ward between its two respective communities,
reflected by its existing division into two separate parish wards (Bedmond and Primrose Hill).

Noting that the Commission did not support the ward names originally proposed by the Council, we
would now propose ‘Abbots Langley & Bedmond’, ‘Leavesden’ and ‘Langleybury & Primrose Hill’ to
accurately reflect the communities comprising the council’s proposed wards.

Croxley Green

The Council is pleased that the Commission has supported the ward boundaries
proposed. However we do not support the proposed ward name Croxley Hall Wood. The Council
reiterates our reasons for choosing to call it Dickinsons ward in light of the many local links with
the mill which is a major part of Croxley’s heritage. We would request that the Commission
reconsider this issue.

Rickmansworth, Chorleywood and Sarratt

The Council is pleased that the Commission has supported the ward boundaries proposed. The
Council reconfirms its support for the draft recommendations in this part of the District. We
believe the proposed wards are a good reflection of the communities within this area, balanced by
the desire to create equal electorates and a pattern of 3-member wards.

Watford Rural

The council recognises that this part of the District is the most difficult to create boundaries that
meet all the criteria, and stated in its previous submission that its original proposals for this area
were less than ideal in order to allow for a pattern of 3-member wards.

Within the parish, there is a clear division between South Oxhey and the remainder of the
parish. As previously noted, the history of South Oxhey is very distinct from the rest of the parish
(and indeed from the rest of Three Rivers) and it still forms a distinct community that as far as
possible should not be divided.

The boundary between South Oxhey and the rest of the parish is very strong and well defined. It
runs through clear Green Belt and it divides the South Oxhey county division from Oxhey Park;
and divides the SW Herts parliamentary constituency from Watford parliamentary
constituency. Avoiding crossing this boundary is clearly preferable in order to respect community
ties and to enable effective and convenient government.

Respecting this division provides for 5 councillors in South Oxhey and 4 in the remainder of the
parish. Clearly this does not accommodate a pattern of 3-member wards.

We therefore ask the Commission to respect the unique situation in this part of the district and the
very strong division between South Oxhey and the rest of the parish. That would provide for one
3-member and one 2-member ward covering South Oxhey; together with one 3-member and one
single–member ward covering Carpenders Park and Oxhey Hall.

A suitable division of South Oxhey would be along the line of Oxhey Drive, with the northern (2member) ward named ‘Hayling and Gosforth ’ which encompasses 83-125 (inclusive) Prestwick
Road and the southern (3-member) ward named ‘Ashridge & Muirfield ’. The wards in the
remainder of the parish area would comprise a 3-member ward covering all of Carpenders Park
together with those areas of Oxhey Hall ward east of Hartsbourne Brook (Silk Mill and Green Lane
areas); plus a 1-member Oxhey Hall ward covering the whole of the Oxhey Hall estate including
Hampermill Lane and Brookdene Avenue. These wards would be named respectively ‘Carpenders
Park & Silk Mill’ and ‘Oxhey Hall’.

