The recommendations must now be approved by Parliament. A draft order - the legal document which brings into force our recommendations - will be laid in
Parliament. Subject to parliamentary scrutiny, the new electoral arrangements will come into force at the local elections in 2018.

We have now completed our review of the London Borough of Bexley.

What happens next?
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The table lists all the wards we are proposing as part of our final recommendations along with the number of voters in each ward. The table also shows the
electoral variances for each of the proposed wards which tells you how we have delivered electoral equality. Finally, the table includes electorate projections
for 2021 so you can see the impact of the recommendations for the future.

Nov 2016

Final recommendations on the new electoral arrangements
for the London Borough of Bexley
Summary report

Read the full report and view detailed maps at: consultation.lgbce.org.uk
Find out more at: www.lgbce.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter at: @LGBCE

Who we are

The Local Government Boundary Commission for
England is an independent body set up by Parliament.
We are not part of government or any political party.
We are accountable to Parliament through a
committee of MPs chaired by the Speaker of the
House of Commons.
Our main role is to carry out electoral reviews of local
authorities throughout England.

Electoral review

An electoral review examines and proposes new
electoral arrangements for a local authority. A local
authority’s electoral arrangements are:

■ The total number of councillors representing the
council’s voters (‘council size’).
■ The names, number and boundaries of wards or
electoral divisions.
■ The number of councillors representing each ward
or division.

Why Bexley?

We are conducting an electoral review of Bexley
following a request from the council for the
Commission to carry out a review to consider - in
particular - the most appropriate number of councillors
to be elected to the council in future.

Our proposals

Bexley currently has 63 councillors. Based on the
evidence we received during previous phases of the
review, the Commission recommends that 45
councillors should serve the borough in future.

Electoral arrangements

Our final recommendations propose that Bexley’s 45
councillors should represent eleven three-member
wards and six two-member wards across the
borough.

The Commission believes the final recommendations
meet our statutory criteria to:

■ Deliver electoral equality for voters.
■ Reflect local community interests and identities.
■ Promote effective and convenient local
government.

Stage of review

Description

8 Sep 16 Nov 2015

Public consultation on new
warding patterns

2 Aug 12 Sep 2016

Public consultation on further
draft recommendations

May 2018

Subject to parliamentary
approval - implementation of
new arrangements at local
elections

Public consultation on draft
9 Feb - 4 Apr 2016 recommendations

8 Nov 2016

Publication of final
recommendations

Summary of our recommendations

Our final recommendations propose that Bexley’s 45 district
councillors should represent six two-member wards and
eleven three-member wards across the borough.

Overview of final recommendations for the London Borough of Bexley
View this map online and explore it in more detail at:
consultation.lgbce.org.uk

The Commission has listened to local feedback on the
proposals it originally published in February and has made
changes its recommendations to reflect those views. For
example, the Commission’s original draft proposals
recommended combining Erith and Slade Green in one
ward. Following local feedback and an extra phase of
consultation, the Commission proposes a single ward for
Erith to be represented by two councillors.

Follow the Commission on Twitter: @LGBCE

If you are viewing this page online, click on the map to go
straight to our interactive mapping area

Local people and organisations also told the Commission
during consultation that its recommendation for a
Northumberland Heath ward that stretched almost to the
river was not an accurate reflection of community ties. The
Commission has therefore amended its proposals for a
Northumberland Heath ward that is smaller than the original
proposal and provides a more recognisable boundary with
Erith.

In the north east of the borough, the Commission now
proposes a Slade Green & Northend ward as a better
reflection of community identity than its previous proposal to
combine Slade Green and Erith. The Commission’s draft
proposals had also proposed to combine communities in
Northend with the Barnehurst area. However, in response to
public feedback, Barnehurst is now included in its own ward
to be represented by two councillors.

Elsehwere in Bexley, the Commission received submissions
that suggested that its proposed Crook Log and Brampton
wards contained communities that shared local ties and
interests and that they should not be divided between wards.
The Commission has therefore changed its
recommendations to combine the two areas into a single
Crook Log ward to be represented by three councillors.
In a similar way, local people and organisations contacted
the Commission during the consultation phase to suggest
that the proposed Belvedere Village and Lower Belvedere
wards were a single community that should not be divided
between council wards. The Commission has amended its
recommendations and now recommends a single Belvedere
ward, represented by three councillors, to cover both areas.

In the south of the borough, the Commission has made a
small adjustment to its proposals so that the shops at
Wellington Parade are included in the Blackfen & Lamorbey
ward rather than the Blendon & Penhill ward as previously
proposed. Respondents told the Commission that this
boundary would better reflect local identities and interactions
in that part of Bexley.

As well as further minor changes to the recommendations,
the Commission has also responded positively to
suggestions for amending the names of some its proposed
wards. As such, Bostall ward is renamed West Heath ward
and the proposed Christchurch ward becomes Bexleyheath

An outline of the proposals is shown in the map to the right
of this box. A detailed report on the recommendations and
interactive mapping is available on our website at:
www.lgbce.org.uk.

Find out more: consultation.lgbce.org.uk
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■ view the map of our recommendations down to
street level.
■ zoom into the areas that interest you most.
■ read the full report of our recommendations.
■ compare the final recommendations with the draft
proposals and existing arrangements.
■ find out more about the electoral review process

