Response by the District Councillors for Alton to the
Consultation launched by the LGBCE on further
limited draft recommendations.
Alton’s District Cllrs have welcomed an opportunity for further consideration of
Ward arrangements based on the Further Draft Recommendations. In
particular, whilst recognising the electoral balance objective, we have now
focused closely on the aspects of ‘sense of community’ and
‘recognisable/identifiable boundaries’. Our suggestions build on in-depth
knowledge of the town’s population and the underlying social, demographic
and environmental characteristics which distinguish areas of the town.
Alton Amery(Greenfields)

There is a clearly defined sense of identity and community in this ward. The exclusion of all
areas which are specifically associated with ‘Amery’ such as Amery Hill School, Amery Hill
and Amery St has led us to believe that the ward should be appropriately renamed ‘Alton
Greenfields’.
Alton Ashdell

The railway line is a clearly defined and recognised boundary feature of this ward. For
consistency of identity and community cohesion reasons we believe that Winchester Rd
should remain within the ward, to which Mounter’s Lane should be added (currently a small
but isolated element of Chawton Parish). In addition, we recommend that for consistency
and in recognition of potential further development of the town, those elements of Binsted
and Worldham Parishes to the N & W of the A31 adjoining the town also be included.
Alton Eastbrooke

There are strong community/residents’ association (social cohesion) links between that area
of the ‘further recommended’ Alton Wooteys ward comprising Lipscombe Rise, Dowden
Grove and Pound Gate and Alton Eastbrooke ward. The housing provision and history
contrasts significantly with the current Alton Wooteys ward and its retention with Alton
Eastbrooke would recognise and emphasise the boundary. We further propose, and for the
same reasons, the retention of the SW part of the ‘further recommended’ Alton Holybourne
ward beyond the Sports Ground (now housing development under construction). This will
preserve the recognised sense of identity of Eastbrooke ward and retain recognised
distinguishing boundaries.

Alton Holybourne

See Alton Eastbrooke recommended amendments above.
Alton Westbrooke

See Alton Whitedown below.
Alton Whitedown

We have sought to eliminate some anomalies introduced in the ‘further recommended’ form
of Alton Whitedown ward, in relation to both sense of community and a clear recognisable
boundary. We therefore strongly recommend the inclusion of the S end of Queens Rd,
Carlings and the Western element of the N side of Butts Rd adjoining it, within the Alton
Whitedown ward. For the same reasons, we also strongly recommend that Alton Whitedown
includes that part of the ‘further recommended’ Alton Westbrooke ward comprising
Borovere Lane, Archery Rise and Lincoln Green (this element is bounded by Borovere Lane
and Butts Rd to the N of the railway line). The community elements concerned all identify
strongly with Alton Whitedown.
Alton Wooteys

Please see Alton Eastbrooke recommended final amendments above.

In summary, we believe that our recommendations capture the principles of
electoral balance whilst retaining and nurturing the ward communities which
have grown and evolved and which are set to develop further in the coming
years. Our views are underpinned by the structure of a strong network of
residents’ associations within the town which are themselves linked under the
umbrella of the Alton District Residents’ Association, known as ADRA. The
boundary amendments recognise and retain, where practicable and effective,
clear identifying characteristics. We commend them to you.

Alton Submission (Amended Mapping)
Alton Whitedown Amended Second Submission

Alton Eastbrooke Amended Second Submission

Alton Holybourne Amended Second Submission

Alton Wooteys Amended Second Submission

Alton Amery Amended Second Submission (Proposed Name Change to Alton Greenfields)

Alton Westbrooke Amended Second Submission

Alton Ashdell Amended Second Submission

Proposed Ward Name
Alton Whitedown
Alton Greenfields (Previously Alton Amery)
Alton Holybourne
Alton Ashdell
Alton Westbrooke
Alton Wooteys
Alton Eastbrooke

Electorate November 2017
2354
1898
1851
1987
1763
1840
2541

Response by the District Councillors for Horndean and
Rowlands Castle to the Consultation launched by the
LGBCE on further limited draft recommendations.
The further recommendations upon which there is a limited consultation provide as
follows:-

1. Catherington and Lovedean Ward, Downs Ward and Murray Ward should each be single
councillor wards all as shown on the map accompanying the further consultation. These
are agreed.
2. There should be a large three councillor ward comprising Horndean Kings, Horndean
Hazleton and Blendworth and the Parish of Rowlands Castle as shown on the map
accompanying the further consultation. This is not agreed.

The original submission set out in detail why Horndean and Rowlands Castle should not be
combined due to the geographical and physical distance between the two areas and the
significant cultural differences between the two populations. This is clearly demonstrated by
the Experian Demographics of the existing Rowlands Castle and Horndean wards set out in
Appendix 1.

The balance of the land in Horndean not contained in these four wards would then comprise
the fifth proposed single councillor ward of Horndean Village and Blendworth. See the
commentary by Councillor Elaine Tickell in Appendix 2.
The proposed Horndean Kings ward was rejected by the Commission because two roads on
the eastern boundary would not have met the internal access requirement. The remedy lies
in transferring the balance of the housing to the south of Dell Piece West to Horndean Kings.
See the commentary by Councillor David Evans set out in Appendix 3.
The other reason for the rejection of the five single councillor wards in Horndean and a
single councillor ward in Rowlands Castle given by the Commission was that the numbers in
Rowlands Castle gave a variance greater than 15%. It would not have provided an
equalisation of the electorate being the purpose of the review.
Equalisation of the electorate is one of the three criteria utilised on a review with the other
two being respectively reflection of community identity and the provision of effective and
convenient local government. The differences between the two areas of Horndean and
Rowlands Castle are so profound that there would not be any community identity between
them. A councillor from Horndean could not begin to understand nor properly represent a
resident in Rowlands Castle and vice versa. They are just too different to have any common
ground.

Alternative suggestion.

The large three councillor ward suggested by the LGBCE should be separated out into three
single councillor wards comprising Horndean Kings and Hazleton, Horndean Village and
Blendworth and also Rowlands Castle. See Appendix 2 for the plans showing the suggested
ward boundaries.

Equalisation of the electorate is one of the three criteria on a review. See Appendix 7 for the
actual figures for 2017 and the projected figures for 2023.
Appendices:Appendix 1: Experian Geo-Demographics of existing Rowlands Castle and Horndean wards.
Appendix 2: Plans showing suggested boundaries for Horndean village and Blendwoth
together with commentary by Councillor Elain Tickell.
Appendix 3: Plans showing suggested boundaries for Horndean Kings and Hazleton,
Horndean Village and Blendworth and Rowlands Castle. together with commentary by
Councillor David Evans.
Appendix 4: Plans showing suggested boundaries for Horndean Catherington and Lovedean
and Horndean Murray.
Appendix 5: Figures for 2017 and Comments
Councillor Malcolm Johnson- Rowlands Castle.
Councillor Guy Shepherd- Horndean Downs.
Councillor Lynn Evans- Horndean Murray.

Councillor Sara Schillemore- Horndean Catherington and Lovedean.
Councillor David Evans- Horndean Kings.

Councillor Elaine Tickell- Horndean Hazleton and Blendworth.

Table showing Comparison of Group Characteristics of Horndean
and Rowlands Castle residents, as % of each Population

Horndean Village and Blendworth Amended Second Submission

Appendix 2

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED WARD BOUNDARIES FOR NEW HORNDEAN
VILLAGE AND BLENDWORTH WARD.

The original submission by the District Councillors for Horndean and Rowlands Castle set out
community statements in justification of proposals for suggested boundaries for the proposed five
Horndean single councillor wards.
District Councillors agree the recommendations of the LGBCE in relation to Catherington and
Lovedean Ward, Downs Ward and Murray Ward.

The recommendations that there should be a large 3 councillor ward comprising Horndean Kings,
Horndean Hazleton and Blendworth and Rowlands Castle are not agreed. The justification for the
proposed ward boundaries for each of these areas are set out in Appendix 3 ( Horndean Kings and
Hazleton), this Appendix 2 ( Horndean Village and Blendworth) and ( Rowlands Castle). These
justifications provide the supplemental evidence required in relation to the second and third criteria
used in assessing a boundary review namely the reflection of community identity and the provision
of effective and convenient local government.

Part of the proposal is that that part of Hazleton lying to the south of Dell Piece West should be
transferred to the new Horndean Kings and Hazleton Ward. See Appendix 3 as to why this would
work. The comments previously made in relation to Horndean Hazleton and Blendworth still apply to
the new Horndean Village and Blendworth ward except for the comments in relation to Hazleton. It
is suggested that in describing the revised ward, it would be more apt to refer to Horndean Village in
relation to the areas that extend along the Portsmouth, London and Havant Roads in addition to
Blendworth.
The respective areas closely identify with being either Horndean or Rowlands Castle and the LGBCE
proposals for a large three councillor ward comprising Kings, Hazleton and Blendworth and the
Parish of Rowlands Castle have met with a lot of disquiet and objection from residents.
The comments set out in the first submission as to the cultural and geographical differences
between Horndean and Rowlands Castle still apply and the boundary between Horndean and
Rowlands Castle should be as per the original submission and as shown on the plans contained in
Appendix 2.
Councillor Elaine Tickell
Ward Member for Horndean Hazleton and Blendworth

Appendix 3

Horndean and Rowlands Castle Submission (Amended Mapping)
Horndean Kings Amended Second Submission

Why does Kings Ward work as a community and how this will continue?

The present Kings ward is entirely urban and consists mainly of several housing estates built in
stages over the last 80 years or so. Some degree of community identity tends to reside within each
area but all have affinity with the large Parish of Horndean.

The proposed boundary changes to include properties to the east of Portsmouth Road, in what is
referred to locally as the Hazleton Estate, half of which is within the neighbouring Borough of
Havant, would add properties very similar in size, age, urban character and density to those in Kings.
The ward community thus created would exhibit a high degree of homogeneity throughout. The
proposed ward would be entirely urban with no countryside, unlike other parts of Horndean, and
neither part of the ward contains any sort of community hub or building so all residents would
equally find such facilities in adjoining wards.
The task of effectively and efficiently representing the community lies in respecting its diversity
whilst appreciating that parking, road safety, planning issues with neighbours, pollution and so on
are common to all. The proposed Kings ward achieves electoral balance by replacing one estate to
the west of the present ward with another very similar one to the east of Portsmouth Road which is
part of another long-established urban area. And therefore, the future nature of representation
would not alter.

Electors know that there is a named person they can bring any issues to and that feature is
extremely well regarded by people when that need to do so. This will continue under the pattern we
are proposing. The ability of a Councillor to understand his/her own patch and therefore to
represent accurately the best interests of its residents is greatly appreciated by our residents.
Cllr D Evans 24/2/2018

Horndean Murray Amended Second Submission

Appendix 4

Horndean Catherington
Amended Second Submission

Appendix 5
Figures for Existing Populations

Using East Hampshire District Councils Electoral Roll and new proposed ward boundaries.

This data has been produced using 2107 electoral roll data imported into a GIS application.
Ward Name
Kings and Hazleton
Catherington
Murray
Downs

Horndean Village and
Blendworth (Proposed New
Name for Horndean
Hazleton and Blendworth

2017 Electorate Numbers
2,455 +7%
2,408 +5%

2,400 +5%.
2,469 from LGBCE Feb 18
map
1851

2023
Little Growth
Little Growth
Little Growth
Little Growth

Up to: - 3,111 if all
development is completed

