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Newham Boundary Commission – Case for an Olympic Ward
submitted by Newham, Barking and Dagenham Liberal
Democrats
Executive Summary
This document makes the case for a new three councillor electoral ward named (for the purposes of
this document) the “Olympic Ward”.
The proposed Olympic Ward would sit wholly within the current boundaries of the existing ward of
Stratford and New Town. The population of the current ward is oversized and therefore does not
deliver on the commission's criterion for electoral equality within the borough. Our proposal will
better deliver electoral equality while also representing a clear community identity and delivering
effective local government.
This response does not address changes to adjoining wards or wards across the borough.
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1. Background to the Boundary Commission
This document is produced in response to the consultation launched by The Local Government
Boundary Commission for England. This consultation forms part of the commission’s review on
electoral boundaries within London Borough of Newham. The ward boundaries of Newham have not
been reviewed since 1999. This review forms part of a three year process to review London
boroughs.

2. Proposed Geographical Boundary for the Olympic Ward
The proposed Olympic Ward represents a sub-section of the existing ward of Stratford and New
Town and sits entirely within the current boundaries. The Olympic Ward would occupy the north
westerly corner of the London Borough of Newham and as such would be bounded to the North and
West by the London Boroughs of Tower Hamlets, Hackney and Waltham Forest. The eastern and
southern boundaries of the ward would be contiguous with the other legacy ward of the current
Stratford and New Town.
Figure 01 – Area plan showing the Olympic Ward in context of adjacent wards
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Figure 02 – Detailed plan showing boundaries of the Olympic Ward

This response proposes that most suitable boundaries for the Olympic Ward are as detailed in Figure
02. Leyton Road has been identified as the eastern most boundary of the ward as far as the Great
Eastern Road, before following the railway line south west to the borough boundary. The proposed
ward encompasses the Olympic Village, East Village and Stratford New Town. It is the view of this
response that these are natural boundaries to a geographically and culturally distinct community
within Newham which is described in Section 4. This response does not consider the River Lea or
Waterworks River to be significant natural boundaries as they are small watercourses and are highly
permeable with multiple points of crossing for vehicles and pedestrians; as such, they do not create
a boundary as experienced by the residents of the community.
The Olympic Ward broadly follows the pattern already utilised by the E20 postcode, as shown at
Figure 03, with only minor deviations. The E20 postcode features on local street signage and is a
visible, identifiable, sign of the geographic extent of the community. Street naming throughout the
area reflects the shared history of the location as part of the 2012 Olympic Games. Such names
include Pool Street, Olympic Park Avenue, Peloton Avenue and Liberty Bridge Road. Almost all of the
street names in the area have a connection to the Olympic Games, literally or metaphorically. This
common theme provides the area with a common character and distinct identity which has helped
form an identifiable community.
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Figure 03 – E20 Postcode District

3. Public Consultation Undertaken on these proposals
To assist in the formulation of this response, Newham, Barking and Dagenham Liberal Democrats
have consulted a membership of almost 400 local members and supporters and, in particular, our
members who live and work within the current Stratford and New Town ward. We have received
views and feedback from our membership and are confident that this response honestly reflects the
views of our membership and of members of the affected community.
4. Rationale for the creation of an Olympic Ward
This response outlines the case for the creation of the Olympic Ward and provides supporting
evidence for that case. The Olympic Ward would represent an existing and growing community
which is cohesive and distinct from the adjacent communities. The reasoning is broken down into
four key areas:
•
•
•
•

Culture of the Olympic Ward
Demographics
The built environment
Amenities, infrastructure and environment
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4.1 Culture of the Olympic Ward
The Olympic Ward has a distinct culture which is considerably different to the surrounding areas
within Newham, focused on the legacy of the London 2012 Olympic Games. This section breaks
down the culture of the Olympic park into four subheadings:
•
•
•
•

Cultural Identity of the area – engineered and designed to create an Olympic legacy
Local resident groups
Local events
Specific issues faced by local residents of the Olympic Ward

4.1.1

Cultural identity of the area

In 2005, the regeneration of East London was at the heart of the bid to host the Olympic and
Paralympic Games in 2012. The London games and the development of the Olympic Park were seen
as being a catalyst for the revitalisation of the area.
In Beyond 2012 – The London 2012 legacy story, the Games were described as an opportunity to
accelerate this long-term regeneration for East London. Commitments were made to:
•
•
•
•
•

transform one of the most deprived areas of London,
create a thriving new quarter for the capital,
drive jobs, skills and investment,
improve services and community infrastructure,
enhance lifestyles and raise the quality of life in East London.

11,000 homes and more than 10,000 jobs will be created on the Park, with many of these already
having been created. The most important element of this plan for the purposes of this proposal is
the conversion of the Athletes’ Village into homes (the East Village) and the completion of Chobham
Manor and other aligned developments within the Olympic Park.
The London Legacy Development Corporation’s (LLDC) strategic intentions for the area sit under
three main objectives:
Park: To operate a successful and accessible Park with world-class sporting venues, offering facilities
for high-performance and community participation, enticing visitor attractions, and a busy
programme of sporting, cultural and community events that will continue to draw crowds to
Stratford.
Place: To create one of London’s most dynamic urban districts, attracting investment from across
London and beyond, becoming a location of choice for current residents and new arrivals, acting as a
fulcrum for wealth creation and entrepreneurship.
People: To create local opportunities and transformational change, promote regeneration and
convergence for East London, and ensure value for money for taxpayers.
Since the Olympic Games this has created a unique identify for the Olympic park and its residents,
tied to this long term strategic ambition for the area. This will be demonstrated below through the
activities of local resident groups, local events and the specific issues facing residents of the Olympic
Park.
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The unique nature of the park has frequently attracted national and international attention, the
below extract from an article in the Times succinctly describes the nature of the area and its heritage
which make it unique and markedly different from the rest of Newham:
“Why it’s hot Remember the heady days of 2012, and a country joyously united in celebration of
sporting achievement, royal pageantry and our ability to throw a damn good party? If all that cheer
and goodwill seems a long time ago, you can find a pleasing reminder at the site of the 2012 Games.
Since the athletes departed, the Olympic Park has undergone a slow transformation into a place to
live, work and play. It has its own postcode (E20, shared with EastEnders’ fictional Walford),
Stratford’s shopping and transport links are on the doorstep — and, as you’d expect, the sports
facilities are second to none. It’s a gentle, outdoorsy sort of place, with paths, gardens and riverside
walkways.”
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/life-in-london-e20-what-makes-the-olympic-park-a-great-placeto-live-km3nlrjpt
4.1.2

Local resident groups

The Olympic Park has a large number of resident groups, with a strong link to the sporting legacy of
the 2012 games (particularly focused around the East Village development) a list of some of these
resident groups and links to them have been provided below:
E20 Football Foundation - https://www.facebook.com/groups/E20FootballAcademy/
Touch Rugby - https://www.facebook.com/groups/223177881374501/
Netball - https://www.facebook.com/groups/882551371797550/
Football Club - https://www.facebook.com/groups/387504061415052/
Badminton - http://www.meetup.com/LondonSocialBadminton/
Basketball Club - https://www.facebook.com/groups/2665566130249805
Tennis Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1558931627734536
Cricket Club - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1791336437766696/
Poker Society - https://www.facebook.com/groups/411929792287615/
Freelancers, startups and entrepreneurs - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1562761557339213/
Book Club - https://www.facebook.com/groups/EastVillageBookClub/
E20 Cycling Club - https://yonder.e20.org/c/sport-fitness/e20-cycle-club
Triathlon Club - https://www.facebook.com/groups/548377278653274/
E20 Choir Group - https://www.facebook.com/The-E20-Choir-1696176474026233/
E20 Knit and Knatter - https://www.facebook.com/groups/169274766848610/

Whilst there are no physical estates for faith based organisations to date in the Olympic Park
(another unique feature of the area compared to other areas in Newham) there are faith groups that
meet regularly within Olympic Park. One such organisation is the E20 Church, which meets at the
Signorelli Bakery within the East Village:
http://www.stratfordchurches.co.uk/churches/churche20.html.
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4.1.3

Local events

There are also a large number of events that happen within the Olympic Park and the East Village.
These often build upon the sporting legacy of the Olympic Games and utilised the sporting
infrastructure within the Olympic Park, including the Velodrome, Aquatics Centre, the Copper Box,
Tennis Centre and Olympic Stadium.
A small selection of past events include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Invictus Games
The Rolling Stones concert
Sport Relief Games
Tour de France
Prudential Ride London
Wireless Festival
The Colour Run
Hard Rock Calling
Queens Baton Relay
Great British Carnival
Open East Festival
National Paralympic Day
Mayors Liberty Festival
Beach East
Big Lunch
Make the Future Live
Elrow.

The East Village in particular has frequent vibrant community based events, examples of such events
are included below:
Figure 04 East Village Fair
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Figure 05 - 2018 World Cup in Victory Park

Figure 06 – East Village Christmas Light Switch on 2018
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4.1.4

Specific local issues faced by residents

Olympic Park residents also face specific local issues that require specific democratic representation
within Newham Council. Examples of these issues include:
•
•
•
•

Local parking concerns (including under-croft parking for the East Village buildings)
Noise concerns e.g. the repeat rave in the Wick Woodland which causes significant noise
pollution in the East Village
Anti-social behaviour relating to Air B&B rentals and the outdoor gym equipment areas
Development and the sustainability of new businesses coming into new builds

The East Village development also has a dedicated local policing team, focused on the issues facing
the area. The Olympic Park also has a limited number of landlords, including Triathlon Homes and
GetLivingLondon. Representation of residents to these landlords is another local difference that
within the Olympic park that would benefit from local democratic representation.
4.2 Demographics of proposed Olympic Ward
The demographics of the Olympic Ward are substantially different from the rest of Newham
borough. Since the area is entirely made up of new builds, the demographic that has moved into the
area since the 2012 games was mostly not previously resident in Newham, leading to a very
different demographic mix to other areas in Newham. The population is broadly split into thirds, one
third private owners, on third private renters and one third social tenants – this is a deliberate
strategy undertaken by the LLDC, with all building containing this mix of resident type. Given the
new population that has moved into the area, the population is more working age, with a lower
proportion of retired population compared to the rest of Newham. There are also fewer children in
the area relative to the rest of Newham. In the below figure the lesser proportion of children aged 013 in the proposed ward boundaries can be clearly observed:
Figure 07 – Population of the proposed ward, ages 0 - 13

Further demographic trends can be clearly observed when looking at the proportion of the
population that are 18+ the below figure demonstrates the difference in demographics for the
proposed ward relative to the rest of Newham:
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Figure 08 – Population of the proposed ward, working age population

Unfortunately further data is restricted in this area given the fact that Olympic Park residents have
moved into the area after the last Census was undertaken in 2011.

4.3 The built environment

4.3.1

The architecture of the proposed Olympic Ward

The architecture of the local area is in common with much new development within London which
sets it in stark contrast to the surrounding areas with which it currently shares a ward. The
traditional Victorian east London terraces to the south and east of the proposed Olympic Ward in
Stratford Village form part of the character of their respective communities and undoubtedly shape
the way that residents interact with that community. The same is true of the architecture of the
Olympic Ward. The community comprises multiple large blocks of apartments and town houses
clustered around secured communal space and parking in a quad. This shared communal space and
the provision of large recreational spaces is designed, in part, in part to provide community space
and encourage a sense of community in the area.
The architectural style of the area is varied thanks to the inclusion of multiple architectural firms
within the redevelopment however it is clearly distinct from the architecture of the surrounding
areas and creates a visible and identifiable sense of the community. That is recognised by all who
live in the area.
On the west side of the proposed Olympic Ward lie the Pudding Mill Lane and Sugar House Island
developments. Anthology Stratford Mill in the Pudding Mill Lane area will be developed along similar
lines to East Village with a range of housing, green spaces and commercial property in the style of
East Village.
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Figure 09 - The Athletes village (now the East Village)

Figure 10 – The Orbit

Figure 11 – Sporting Facilities in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
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4.4 Amenities, infrastructure and environment
4.4.1

Ward Specific Amenities

The population of the proposed ward uses a set of local amenities that are separate from the rest of
Stratford. The East Village development has a suite of bars and restaurants that have been carefully
managed by Get Living London to “fit the character of the area”. The Dark Horse restaurant for
example has been nominated for numerous prestigious awards offering high-end dining, there are a
large array of restaurants frequented by locals such as Chop Shop, Fish House and Santerini and La
Gelateria. The Neighbourhood, Vanguard and Tina We Salute You bars are well established as local
drinking areas offering many community evenings which are frequented mostly by locals. The
Anthology Stratford Mill development proposals show there are plans to create similar facilities on
the west side of the proposed Olympic Ward.
There are also a growing number of community assets such as the East Village community centre
which is available to residents for community activities, which include e.g. yoga classes, baby
nutrition classes, local political meetings and board games nights. There are a large number of parks
within the residential areas which are nearly exclusively used by local residents, including e.g.
communal barbeque areas. There is also an outdoor gym which is frequented by many in the local
area. There are also three gyms for residents of the park, one in the Copper Box arena, one above a
Sainsbury’s (the local supermarket) and one towards the boundary of the proposed ward. There is a
further gym on Stratford High Street for residents on the west side of the boundary.
There are local shopping amenities such the local Sainsbury’s, Appetite (offering high-end
charcuterie, butchery and fromagerie services) and Ted’s Veg which are frequented by locals for
every day needs.
There are also the services available in the Olympic park which draw large numbers from the
residential areas of the park, but have a much larger and international tourist draw. These facilities
as outlined in section 4.3 form part of the unique culture of the area.
The Westfield shopping centre provides a large barrier between the Olympic Park residential areas
and the rest of Newham. To reach the East Village development for instance from Stratford
individuals would have to walk through the extent of the shopping centre. This geographical
separation provides a barrier for the services accessed by the respective populations of Stratford
and the Olympic park, with both sharing the services of the Westfield e.g. Marks and Spencer’s and
Waitrose.
The Olympic Ward is served by three new secondary schools, all with sixth forms; School 21 opened
in 2012, Bobby Moore Academy opened in 2018 and 3-18 all through Harris Chobham Manor
opened in 2013. The creation of these new schools helps to further establish a community within the
new area. The attached sixth forms will ensure that young people growing up in these communities
can stay and not have to travel outside of the borough to continue their education.
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Figure 12 Westfield shopping centre

4.4.2

Transport and logistics for the area

The population of the Olympic Ward is also served by separate transport infrastructure that is used
predominantly by the residents in the East Village area. These include the Stratford International
DLR and Stratford International mainline station.
The Stratford International DLR provides rapid transit from the area into the central Stratford
station, through London City Airport and terminating in Woolwich Arsenal. The Stratford
International mainline station provides high-speed rail services into St Pancras (7 mins) and out into
Essex and Kent and down to the south coast of England.
On the west side of the proposed Olympic Ward, Pudding Mill Lane DLR was expanded and
improved, boosting capacity and reliability, re-opened in 2014. The Greenway was partially reopened in 2012 and a further section was completed and re-opened this year, connecting residents
on Stratford High Street to Pudding Mill Lane and Stratford stations via a canal side walk. In 2018,
the CS2 Stratford to Aldgate and Quietway 22 opened, connecting Stratford High Street to the city
and other areas of Newham with View Tube on the Greenway being a hub for cyclists in the area.
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Figure 13 Stratford International DLR Station

Figure 14 Stratford International mainline station

There are several but stops that serve the area, specifically bus stops Y and V outside Chobham
Academy and bus stop E outside Stratford International. Buses from these stops help local residents
get both into central London but also are a key transport link out across the East of London.
There is also a bus shuttle service which is dedicated to linking the Here East development to both
Stratford International and Stratford station.
Figure 15 Here East Shuttle Bus service
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The local population of East Village is served by one main General Practice – the Liberty Bridge Road
practice. The Practice was originally used for athletes and visitors during the London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games and when being designed was always envisioned to become the local GP
provider for new residents for the local area. The practice is run by the Hurley Group. The practice
has a different referral pattern to hospitals from most over Newham practices. The practice more
often refers patients to Homerton Hospital rather than Newham University hospital mostly due to
relative geographical proximity.
Figure 16 Liberty Bridge Road practice

There is a collocated pharmacy within the practice (Salus pharmacy) which is the closest provider of
pharmaceutical services for Olympic Park residents. They also have access to the pharmaceutical
services provided in the Westfield shopping centre by Boots and Superdrug, however due to the
practice being co-located with the pharmacy most residents get their medication dispensed at Salus
pharmacy. There is also a dental practice located at the heart of the East Village development, East
Village Dental.
The Olympic Park and its residential areas are powered by two cutting-edge biomass energy centres
built specifically for the 2012 games – one in King’s Yard on the west of the Park, and one near
Westfield Stratford City forming a decentralised energy network of heating, cooling and power. This
is the largest decentralised energy scheme to be built in the UK and makes a key contribution to the
Park meeting its zero carbon ambitions, contributing to the realisation of the green and sustainable
vision for the Park outlined by the LLDC.
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Figure 17 Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park Energy Centre

4.4.3

Environment

The built environment for residential areas in the Olympic Park is significantly different to the rest of
Newham. The unique architecture of the area is outlined in section 4.3, however this architecture is
only part of what makes the area unique. There are communal park areas for all of the tower block
developments in the East Village, only accessible by residents. The developments are also co-located
and situated within especially designed parks, e.g. Victory Park as can be seen below:
Figure 18 Victory Park

These areas are designed to be community focused, with each section of park having children play
areas designed for use by local residents. These areas have a unique character, from bird boxes
designed to look like famous London landmarks to the numerous book sharing drop-boxes
frequently used by local residents:
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Figure 19 – Book sharing box in the East Village

The road naming conventions also help foster a unique culture and identity, and are aligned with the
genesis of the area in the Olympic Games, these road names are broadly Olympic themed and
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peloton Avenue
Keirin Road
Victory Parade
Fortunes Walk
Olympic Park Avenue
Celebration Avenue
Cheering Lane
Price Walk
Anthems Way

Figure 20 – road naming conventions in the Olympic park
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Section 5 – Conclusion
We believe that the proposed Olympic Ward is a clear candidate for a new 3 councillor ward. It has a
definable and unique culture which differs from that of other areas in Newham and builds from the
legacy of the 2012 games. This culture has been deliberately and carefully cultivated by the LLDC’s
plans for the area. There are clear geographical boundaries to the proposed ward which already
align to the new E20 postcode.
The resident behaviours, demographics and local events all demonstrate a unique local culture. The
architecture of the area and the building legacy of the 2012 games create a unique visual distinction
between the proposed ward and surrounding area. The services used by local residents are different
and localised to the Olympic park developments, from primary care medical services to transport.
We therefore believe that the needs and issues of the local population are substantively different
from those of other areas and thus would benefit from separate democratic representation.
We thank you for your consideration and would be more than happy to provide follow-up evidence
if requested. We can be contacted through newhamlibdems@newhamlibdems.co.uk
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