BARLEYTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
RESPONSE TO DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RUTLAND
Introduction
Barleythorpe Parish Council sent a statement to the Boundary Commission in full support of
the proposal, by RCC for a new ward of Barleythorpe, with representation by two County
Councillors. We note that there is no recognition of this in the draft document; our Parish
Clerk has notified you of this. A detailed response to the draft document follows addressing
all the relevant criteria in relation to Barleythorpe Parish.
Electoral equality
The commission recommendations are that there should be three county councillors for an
adjusted Oakham NW ward to include Barleythorpe, which based on current figures, gives a
coincidental 0% variance. The 2023 elector projection for Barleythorpe Parish alone is 2082
which, if Barleythorpe was a ward in itself represented by two County Councillors gives 1041
electors per councillor and a -11% variance. Although high 11% is clearly within a tolerance
that would be acceptable given that the draft recommendations accept a variance of -12%
in the case of Braunston and Martinsthorpe.
There is, however, now a major planning application in process for a further 161 houses in
Barleythorpe which was not taken into account in the RCC figures supplied since the
application was made subsequently. Given the central government drive for new housing it
is highly probable that this application will eventually receive approval and be completed
prior to 2023. This development is likely to increase the number of electors in Barleythorpe
by around 300 which gives an adjusted elector figure of 2382 for Barleythorpe and 1191
electors per councillor (2) and a variance of +2% based on 27 councillors.
Adjusting the total Rutland electorate for 2023 by +300 gives a total of 31,910 which
equates to 1182 electors per councillor, based on 27, and 1140 electors per councillor based
on 28 as proposed by RCC. For the adjusted Barleythorpe electorate of 2382 this would give
1191 electors per councillor and a variance of +4% based on 28 councillors or 0% based on
27 councillors for a Barleythorpe ward in its own right. Thus variance figures for a specific
Barleythorpe ward are well within acceptable limits whether based on 27 or 28 councillors.
We believe that electoral equality should not be achieved by a failure to recognise the
distinct parish of Barleythorpe with its clearly defined parish boundary as a ward in itself.
Adjustment of boundaries within Oakham, which to some extent are arbitrary and are not
linked to a sense of identity, should be used to achieve acceptable electoral equality within
Oakham.

A ward of Barleythorpe with two councillors does, in our view, meet the criteria for good
electoral equality.
Community interests and identity
We appreciate that it is difficult for boundary Commission staff to gain a clear perception of
community interest and identity on a short visit to the area. Driving around the area could
easily give the visual impression that Barleythorpe is part of Oakham. The following will,
hopefully, set the issues in clearer context.
In 2016 a Local Governance Review was carried out in relation to Barleythorpe Parish. The
options put to the electorate were, in essence, that Barleythorpe should have its own Parish
Council or should be ‘absorbed’ to effectively become part of Oakham. The response was
overwhelmingly in favour of Barleythorpe having a Parish Council which would be in touch
with, and more effective in dealing with local issues and bringing the community together.
The vast majority of electors in Barleythorpe live on the ever expanding new developments
which have their own unique set of issues; particularly in relation to the provision of
infrastructure and services.
Residents of Barleythorpe village have always considered themselves to have an identity
separate from that of Oakham. Before the commencement of the new development there
had been, to a great extent, a clear ‘green’ separation zone between Oakham and
Barleythorpe. Residents of the original village gave strong support for the formation of the
Parish Council and the local control and pursuit of community interests that would ensue.
The vision for the new development, which is taking place entirely within the boundary of
Barleythorpe parish, was for a new community in its own right with facilities and services.
The new development, however, adjoins the original village and residents from the both the
new development and the village are working together to build a clearly identifiable and
cohesive community. We therefore believe it is imperative that Barleythorpe is represented
by its own ‘dedicated’ County Councillors who will pursue the interests of the growing
Barleythorpe community as well as work to support the wider Rutland Community. We also
believe that having two ‘dedicated’ councillors would encourage greater participation in the
local electoral process since there would be a clearer connection between process and
outcome. The current Boundary Commission proposal does not, in our view, encourage
maximum participation in the democratic process.
Easily identifiable boundaries
(Please see attached ward boundary map)
As part of the Local Governance review the parish boundaries were adjusted to ensure a
very clear definition between Barleythorpe parish and Oakham. To the east the urban
boundary is defined by Lands End Way. On the Oakham side of this boundary, to the railway

and beyond, is a commercial area with no residential development and so no electors. The
only area where residential development in Oakham is contiguous to residential
development in Barleythorpe is the SE corner in the Huntsmans Drive area. Here the
boundary is clearly defined by the B640 (formerly original A606) to Melton Mowbray. The
boundary can be clearly understood by electors. Elsewhere the Barleythorpe Parish
boundary is determined by historically defined rural features which pose no issues with
respect to elector understanding of boundaries. The recently reviewed Barleythorpe Parish
boundary is the logical choice for a new ward boundary.
Helping RCC to deliver effective and convenient local government.
Barleythorpe Parish Council only came into being on 1st April 2017 and has completed the
initial setting up process. The Council is now working to identify and resolve local issues as
well as building a working relationship with councillors and officers of Rutland County
Council. Having a distinct Barleythorpe ward represented by two County Councillors will
promote ease of communication, effectiveness and clarity of representation with RCC.
Barleythorpe Parish Council would be able to work together with its two County Councillors
with no issues of conflict of interest with regard to Oakham NW. This serves to enhance
‘convenient’ local governance and strengthen the democratic process in the eyes of the
Barleythorpe electorate.
Conclusion
The creation of a new ward of Barleythorpe represented by two County Councillors meets
all the criteria set out by the Boundary Commission.
On behalf of Barleythorpe Parish Council
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