


  
 

  
 

 Improved journey time, traffic flow and energy use performance of highways 
 Improved productivity while travelling, as people are freed from active driving 

 
There are also possible economic opportunities from the jobs that could be created in the 
supply chain of CAM products and services that could build on and enhance domestic 
industrial strengths. The West Midlands has been a world-leader in CAM developments, and 
legislative progress in areas such as remote driving could allow that industry to grow in this 
region.  
 
While there are clear opportunities, it is important to be aware of and mitigate the threats 
that could be brought about by the CAM agenda.  
 
Key threats relating to transport objectives include: 
 

 Disadvantaging lower income communities where CAM proliferation is coupled with 
increasing mobility costs relative to their income 

 Disadvantaging those with less capability to use digital technologies where CAM 
proliferation depends on the digital skills of the general public 

 Disadvantaging those who are disabled where CAM proliferation reduces the 
availability of physical assistance to disabled users 

 Further exclusion of disadvantaged road users where CAM is accompanied with 
physical and regulatory changes that in effect constrain the mobility of wider road 
users (for example a reduction in the liberty for pedestrians to cross the road to 
mitigate CAM safety risks) 

 Putting wider transport policy objectives in jeopardy where CAM proliferation 
focusses on low occupancy and energy-intensive vehicles and enabling more 
frequent longer-distance travel. 

 
To take full advantage of these opportunities, and to mitigate fully the threats of CAM 
technologies, relies on a broader policy programme than this consultation is considering. 
However, in order for decision makers to consider the implications in changing specific 
policy around CAM, including the scope of proposals in this consultation, it is important to 
keep in mind the broader policy context. 
 
The importance of safety 
 
As this consultation process continues, safety should remain at the forefront. The Mayor of 
the West Midlands, the WMCA, and the local authorities have agreed a joint Regional Road 
Safety Strategy and Action Plan. We have a collective goal of achieving a 40% reduction in 
the amount of KSIs across the region by 2028. This target and the strategy are kept under 
review. We must be confident that proposed regulatory changes are more likely to support 
than hinder the achievement of our safety aims. 
 
Recent trials within the West Midlands have suggested that companies may not focus 
enough on ensuring the reliability of telecoms connections in remote driving projects. The 
wording in Q19)1)a) about whether an ERDO should take ‘reasonable care’ to ensure 
adequate connectivity may not be strong enough. Maintaining a strong connection 
throughout the process of the remote driving vehicle should be of first priority. While all 
vehicles with remote driving capabilities must have adequate risk mitigation in the case of 
problems with connection, they must make every effort to avoid any fall-back system 



  
 

  
 

needing to be used. The safety of vulnerable road users must be the priority, so the risk 
mitigation system should be as safe as possible, and all attempts must be made to avoid it 
being implemented. 
 
However, we do note the opportunity of CAM, and of the ability for remote driving in 
particular, to improve safety. Statistics from the Department for Transport in 2020 showed 
that ‘driver/rider error or reaction’ was a contributing factor in 65% of reported road 
accidents. This made ‘driver/error or reaction’ the most common contributing factor to road 
collisions in Great Britain. Automated vehicles, running successfully, could allow for much of 
that ‘driver error’ to be reduced, therefore improving safety overall. 
 
Ensuring walking, wheeling, cycling and scooting continue to be prioritised 
 
As CAM develops, we must ensure that it is done in a way that is complimentary and 
supportive of active modes and powered micromobility modes. We consider these modes 
must remain a priority within the West Midlands and across the country, as they are 
fundamental to our strategy for improving the sustainability and equity of transport. We 
consider that we should avoid a future scenario where a focus on new automotive 
technologies (including CAM technologies) distracts and/or undermines efforts to support 
active and powered micromobility modes. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Remote Driving Summary of Issues Paper is a welcome first look at the possibilities and 
challenges surrounding remote driving. Remote driving can be a key part of the UK’s CAM 
agenda if other transport agendas are not forgotten with the focus on automation in 
automotive technology. TfWM will be looking to the next publication to see more how this 
innovation can bring about new possibilities to the West Midlands, while prioritising the 
safety of vulnerable road users. 
 
We look forward to seeing this agenda develop and would welcome the opportunity to 
further engage with you as this progresses. 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Griffiths 
Transport Strategy Officer 
Transport for West Midlands 

 
 




