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Law Commission issues paper on remote driving  

OVERVIEW 

The Law Commission for England and Wales invites responses to its remote driving issues 
paper published on 24 June 2022. 

The Law Commission is considering the law surrounding remote driving, where a person 
outside a vehicle uses wireless connectivity to control a vehicle on a public road. The Centre 
for Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CCAV) and the Department for Transport have 
asked us to clarify the current legal status of remote driving and consider whether reforms 
are needed.  

For more information about this project, click here  

We recommend reading the remote driving issues paper before submitting a response. A 
shorter summary is also available. Respondees do not need to answer all the questions if 
they are only interested in some aspects of the paper. 

About the Law Commission: The Law Commission is a statutory body, created by the Law 
Commissions Act 1965 (“the 1965 Act”) for the purpose of promoting the reform of the law. It 
is an advisory Non Departmental Public Body sponsored by the Ministry of Justice (MoJ). 
The Law Commission is independent of Government. For more information about the Law 
Commission please click here. 

Responses to this issues paper: We may publish or disclose information you provide us in 
response to this issues paper, including personal information. For more information on how 
we consult and how we may use responses to the issues paper, please see page ii of the 
paper. For information about how we handle your personal data, please see our privacy 
notice. 

ABOUT THE LAW COMMISSIONS: 

The Law Commissions are statutory bodies created for the purpose of promoting law reform. 
The Law Commissions are independent of Government. For more information about the Law 
Commission of England and Wales please visit https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/. For more 
information about the Scottish Law Commission please visit 
https://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/.   

PRIVACY POLICY 

Under the General Data Protection Regulation (May 2018), the Law Commissions must state 
the lawful bases for processing personal data. The Commissions have a statutory function, 
stated in the 1965 Act, to receive and consider any proposals for the reform of the law which 
may be made or referred to us. This need to consult widely requires us to process personal 
data in order for us to meet our statutory functions as well as to perform a task, namely 
reform of the law, which is in the public interest. We therefore rely on the following lawful 
bases: 
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(a) Legal obligation: processing is necessary for compliance with a legal 
obligation to which the controller is subject; 

(b) Public task:  processing is necessary for the performance of a task 
carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority 
vested in the controller. 

Law Commission projects are usually lengthy and often the same area of law will be 
considered on more than one occasion. The Commissions will, therefore retain personal 
data in line with our retention and deletion policies, via hard copy filing and electronic filing, 
and, in the case of the Law Commission of England and Wales, a bespoke stakeholder 
management database, unless we are asked to do otherwise. We will only use personal data 
for the purposes outlined above. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

We may publish or disclose information you provide us in response to our papers, including 
personal information. For example, we may publish an extract of your response in our 
publications, or publish the response in its entirety. We may also share any responses 
received with Government. Additionally, we may be required to disclose the information, 
such as in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. If you want information that you provide to be treated as 
confidential please contact us first, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can 
be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic disclaimer generated by your IT system 
will not be regarded as binding on the Law Commissions. The Law Commissions will 
process your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation, 
which came into force in May 2018. 

Any concerns about the contents of this Privacy Notice can be directed to: 
enquiries@lawcommission.gov.uk. 





4 
 

Chapter 2: What is “remote driving”?  

Q1: Do you agree with the following tentative definitions? 

(1) A driver is an individual who performs all or any of the following tasks: 

(a) steering (lateral control);  

(b) braking, removing a brake, or accelerating (longitudinal control); or 

(c) monitoring the driving environment with a view to responding to objects 
or events by exercising lateral or longitudinal control (provided that this 
activity is safety critical) 

Yes ☐   No ■    Other ☐   

(2) A remote assistant is not a driver if they do not exercise direct longitudinal or 
lateral control, but only advise an automated driving system to undertake a 
manoeuvre.  

Yes ☐   No ■    Other ☐   

(3) For the purposes of this project, a “remote driver” is a driver who is outside the 
vehicle and who uses some form of wireless connectivity to control the vehicle 
(covering both in or beyond line of sight). Do you agree? 

Yes ☐   No ☐    Other ■   

Please expand on your answer 




































