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I welcome the opportunity to respond to the current consultation on a new regulatory 
framework for coal tips in Wales. 
 
As a Regional Member of the Senedd for South Wales West, coal tips feature within 
many of the communities that I represent – from the Amman Valley in the West to the 
Ogmore Valley in the East.  
 
The coal tip landslips of 2020 have brought about a clear focus on the current regulatory 
framework, and its deficiencies. Due to climate change, we can expect more periods of 
heavy rain falling across the South Wales coalfields, and our regulatory framework 
needs to respond to that. 
 
We need to ensure that the potential dangers that coal tips pose for both human life and 
the environment, around instability, flooding, pollution and spontaneous combustion are 
minimized, and I therefore welcome this review. 
 
Firstly, it is important to note that I fully agree with the primary recommendation of 
establishing a single supervisory authority with a duty to supervise the management of 
all disused tips in Wales. I believe that this is fundamental. 
 
I believe that the new supervisory authority should be a wholly independent and 
answerable to the Senedd. 
Importantly, the new authority must have the resources and the expertise to carry out its 
functions.  
 
The evidence that you have gathered is clear that the Mines and Quarries (Tips) Act 
1969 is no longer fit for purpose and does not provide local authorities and other 
regulatory bodies with the necessary powers to effectively prevent tips from becoming a 
danger.  
It confines intervention to situations where there is a ‘perceived’ risk to the public by 
reason of instability.  
 
It is clear that the future regulatory framework needs to set out a general duty to ensure 
that there is regular monitoring and preventative action being taken to ensure the safety 
of tips across Wales. 
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