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General Comments on the Summery Consultation Paper 
• Any new regulation should not be limited to coal tips but should cover all spoil 

tips from mines, quarries and/or other activities. 
• Section 2.3 inaccurate to describe coal tips as Shale as this is a particular 

Geological unit, also inaccurate to say they behave differently to natural 
material. 

• 2.6 How do we know the design life of tips? 
• Tips should be treated as engineering structures – Mines and Quarries Act 

1969. 
• Reservoir Act 1975 and Flood and Water Management Act are both good 

models for any new legislation. 
• 9.14 refers to SuDS –– It should be noted that this legislation only applies to new 

structures - flood and water management act 2010 

 
Additional Comments 
 
Remediation and reclamation of a tip could enhance the value of the land on which they 
are situated. As the owner is a principal beneficiary of this, any cost of works carried out by 
a Supervisory Authority should recover able in tune with the enhanced value created by 
the works.  This is an issue often cites with urban canal improvements where property 
adjacent benefitted from the works, but the canal organisation could not share in this 
added value.  It should also combine with achieving multiple benefits at the site linked to 
Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR). 
 
The design categories for reservoirs are from A—D with A holding the highest hazard and 
more detailed design requirements, and D the least. There is value in aligning tip safety 
categories to the same, rather than opposite.  
 
There is a need for a clear power for the SA to “do the right thing at the right time” in the 
absence of an identifiable owner and not a reliance on Emergency Powers which may 
delay intervention until the situation worsens. Compulsory purchase powers would enable 
the SA to adopt property where an owner is absent which would enable the potential for 
wider societal benefits rather than just making safe. 
 
The Reservoirs Act 1975 provides several exemptions from regulation based on mine and 
quarry legislation. A Coal Tip Act should set out clear boundaries between the legislations 
and a process for cross-notification to provide a clear identification of the appropriate 
regulator. 
 
Retention of documents pertaining to the safety of the tip should be kept for the lifetime of 
the tip until reclamation has been certified complete; followed by a buffer retention period. 
 
A panel of engineers is recommended and an appropriate body to establish standards and 
attributes of panel membership. This would be strengthened with the establishment of an 
expert group to oversee technical guidance to guide panel engineers. 
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