


national importance, and the surviving coal tips have undoubted significance as key 
elements of the historic environment that help current and future generations 
understand the Welsh experience during the Industrial Revolution and its decline 
during the twentieth century.  To many, coal mines and their tips are synonymous 
with Welsh identity, and remain important to successive generations who live in the 
communities that created them.  Those coal tips within the Blaenavon Industrial 
Landscape World Heritage Site have been inscribed by UNESCO for their 
international importance.  Many historic coal tips are recorded as historic 
environment features on the Historic Environment Records maintained by the Welsh 
Archaeological Trusts, where their presence is treated as a material consideration in 
the planning process. 

Many historic coal tips have been removed or altered as part of past land 
reclamation and remediation schemes.  Remediation and reclamation, especially 
landform remodelling, alters the physical appearance and the character of a coal tip, 
thereby affecting the heritage values that we derive from it.  The future proposals 
considered by the proposed regulatory body also have the potential to adversely 
impact upon this important part of the Welsh historic environment. 

The historic environment value of coal tips and how this should be considered 
amongst other environmental considerations is not directly addressed in your 
proposals.  Cadw recommends that consideration of the heritage values of the coal 
tips and the potential impact of proposed works on these historic coal tips are 
incorporated into your proposed assessment process. 

Cadw is a statutory consultee in the planning and environmental impact assessment 
processes.  Some historic coal tips have high heritage value, and work that disturbs 
the profile, surface and/or footprint of such a coal tip can be problematic from an 
historic environment policy perspective.  We agree with the Coal Authority’s opinion 
that, ‘in most cases, removal of the tips is not considered to be a viable option’, and 
note the potential harmful impact that lesser interventions such as minor and major 
civil engineering schemes and re-profiling can have on historic coal tips’ heritage 
values.  We ask that Cadw is given similar status in the proposed assessment 
process and is consulted on proposals that affect particularly historically significant 
and / or well-preserved coal tips. 

In terms of longer term coal tip management, Cadw funds the Welsh Archaeological 
Trusts to provide a heritage management advice service across Wales.  We 
recommend that the Welsh Archaeological Trusts are consulted upon individual 
proposals that affect coal tips, so that they have an opportunity to offer historic 
environment management advice, particularly with regard to physical civil 
engineering interventions and to habitat development proposals.  We are supportive 
of your proposals to establish a central tip register, and to adopt a uniform approach 
to recording information.  We recommend that this includes relevant historic 
environment data such as significance, designation, vulnerability etc. 

We are supportive of the more holistic proposed approach for a coal tip regulatory 
framework, and recommend strongly that as well as recognising the historic 
environment value of coal tips, this process also includes an opportunity to 



undertake archaeological recording and community engagement prior to unavoidable 
works commencing. 

We are aware that other types of historic metal mining and mineral quarrying 
produced significant tangible remains, including tips of waste that may now be 
regarded as hazardous by local communities.  We are in favour of your proposed 
approach being extended to apply to these other forms of waste from other types of 
historic mine. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Jenna Arnold 
Diogelu a Pholisi/ Protection and Policy 
 
 




