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I was very pleased to be invited by the Law Commission to give evidence to them in March 2021 

regarding the historical circumstances, context and consequences of the way in which spoil tips were 

created by the south Wales coal industry, as well as the various topographical/geographical and 

economic factors which tended to a significant degree to lead to the siting of tips up on hillsides 

within the coalfield. Having since read the subsequently published ‘Regulating Coal Tip Safety in 

Wales: A Consultation Paper’, I feel that this report shows a firm understanding of the nature of the 

ongoing problem presented by this legacy of the coal industry, and am confident that this represents 

a sensible starting point from which to address this matter. 

 

As part of my submission of evidence, I was asked for my thoughts as to what recommendations the 

Law Commission could make to the Welsh Government regarding this question. In response, my 

suggestion was that, in my view, there ought to be created a single supervisory authority charged 

with ongoing task of monitoring all of these spoil tips and ensuring their safety both now and into 

the future, and that this authority be vested with sufficient powers and resources to enable it to 

fulfil this mission. Consequently, I was very pleased to see that the main recommendation of the 

report was the following; 

 

“The consultation seeks views on the proposed framework including the introduction of: 

 A single supervisory authority with a duty to supervise the management of all disused tips. 

 A coal tips register, compiled and maintained by the supervisory authority, which would 

include a wide range of information including potential risks associated with each disused tip. 

 Inspections of each tip for the purpose of a risk assessment and designing a tip management 

plan. The inspection could potentially cover all potential risks including the risk of tip slides but 

also flooding, pollution and any other risks. 

 For those coal tips designated as high risk, an enhanced safety regime with increased 

involvement of the supervisory authority to manage the tip and reduce the chance of 

significant dangerous incidents occurring.” 

 

I endorse the above recommendation and very much hope that the Welsh Government will take the 

necessary steps to bring this into being as soon as is practicable.  
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