
Being a research assistant at the Law 
Commission



Introduction

✓ Who we are

✓ How we work

✓ Research assistant opportunities



Who we are

The Law Commission is a statutory body.

Law Commissions Act 1965:
• “There shall be constituted [a] Law Commission consisting of a

Chairman and four other Commissioners” (section 1(1)).

• Commission created “for the purpose of promoting the reform of the
law of England and Wales” (section 1(1)).

• “The aim of the Commission is to ensure that the law is fair, modern, 
simple, cost effective” (Law Commission website).



What we are about

• Non-departmental public body

• Independent

• Jurisdiction: England and Wales

• Advise the UK and Welsh Governments

• Works with Welsh Advisory Committee

• Sponsored by the Ministry of Justice



Where we are

MoJ headquarters in Westminster, London



How we are organised
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How we select projects: 

• Importance – is the law unsatisfactory (e.g. unfair, unduly 
complex, inaccessible or outdated); what are the benefits 
of reform?

• Suitability – whether the independent non-political 
Commission is the most suitable body to conduct the 
review

• Resources – valid experience of Commissioners and staff; 
funding

• Departmental support – degree to which Government is 
committed to implement reform

2 sources of projects: 

1) Core programme of law reform every three 
years, approved by the Lord Chancellor.

2) Departmental references – issues of 
particular interest to Government.



14th Programme of law reform

Public consultation during 2021: 

• Over 500 responses. 

• 170 unique project suggestions.

• Programme due to be published in 
first half of 2022.

• Successful applicants will be 
assigned a project when joining in 
September 2022.  

• For our 13th Programme, 2/3 of 
projects derived from the core 
programme of law reform, with the 
remaining 1/3 from ministerial and 
departmental references.

Launch of the 13th

Programme consultation at 
the Supreme Court in July 

2016



Stages of a project

1. Initiation

2. Pre-Consultation

3. Consultation

4. (Interim report)

5. Policy
development

6. Final report
Visit lawcom.gov.uk to view the stage 

of a given project



Publication to implementation

Implementation is a decision for Government:
- We do not lobby, but may assist if requested

Protocols with UK and Welsh Governments:
- Governments must respond within six months

- Annual Report to Parliament

2/3 of final reports are implemented                   
in whole or in part



Recent projects

Commercial and 
common law

Digital assets 

Smart contracts

Electronic trade 
documents 

Conflict of laws 
and emerging 

technology 

Property, family 
and trust law

Surrogacy

Weddings 

Residential 
leasehold and 
commonhold 

Criminal law

Hate crime 

Taking, making 
and sharing 

intimate images 
without consent 

Corporate criminal 
liability 

Contempt of court 

Public law
and the law in 

Wales

Automated 
vehicles

Regulating coal tip 
safety in Wales

Devolved 
Tribunals in Wales 



Research assistants

- Up to 18 research assistants 
recruited per year

- One year contract; start in 
September

- Apply to one of four teams:

✓ Property, Family, and             
Trusts Law

✓ Common and Commercial Law

✓ Criminal Law

✓ Public Law and the law in Wales



What research assistants do

Pre-consultation stage:
• Research existing law; identify problems and options for 

reform.

Consultation stage:
• Preparation of consultation paper; assistance with 

consultation events; analysis of responses.

Report stage: 
• Preparation of final report; drafting instructions to 

Parliamentary Counsel. 

A day in the life of a research assistant?



Why become a research assistant?

– Cutting-edge legal research

– Insider’s view of Government and law-making

– Civil Service employment conditions

– Colleagues

– Career development



The application process

Applications open in January 2022 and must be 
made online. 

Our Guide for Applicants will be published on the 
website early-mid December.

Academic requirements:
 Two years of legal studies (by September 2022)

 A first class or high 2:1 degree with elements of first class work.

The closing date is Monday 31 January 2022.



The application process

Online application form (CV and success profile questions) : make 
sure you allocate plenty of time to complete the application form!

Situational judgment test 

Written test

(Pre-interview reading)

Interview with your chosen team



Guaranteed interview scheme

– As an equal opportunities employer, if you 
consider that you have a disability and you 
meet our minimum criteria, we will 
guarantee you an interview. 



The online application

• CV: prescribed format, institution-blind.
• Online form: demonstrating a “success 

profile” 
 Communication and influencing
 Working together
 Ability to work with complex information 
 Legal research 
 Legal skills 
 Motivational fit



Tips for filling in the form

Shop Assistant

Teamwork:
Worked as part of 
a small team

Communication:
Dealt with a difficult 
customer

Leadership:
Regularly filled in 
for manager Working under 

pressure:
Confronted a shoplifter



The application form

Teamwork question- group work

On one occasion, because of a 
computer error myself and two 
colleagues were asked to manually 
check the label prices of over 1000 
individual items before the store opened. 
I suggested printing off separate lists 
and checking each other’s lists regularly 
to avoid the duplication of work. 
We adopted this approach as a team, 
and following my suggestion we 
completed the task on time. 

Situation/task

Action 
What did you do?

Result
What happened? 
(hopefully something good)

Use the STAR method: Situation, task, action, result



Welsh Language Skills

The Law Commission represents both 
England and Wales, so we are keen to 
encourage applications from Welsh 
speakers. 

Please tell us in your application if you 
can speak Welsh and your level of 
proficiency (written and spoken).



Situational judgment test

• Introduced this year to ensure the selection procedure is fair 
and open to all candidates 

• Measures performance responding to real-life scenarios RAs 
are faced with against the following Civil Service Behaviours:
– Seeing the Bigger Picture

– Delivering at Pace

– Making Effective Decisions

– Working Together

– Communicating and Influencing

• Candidates who pass the SJT will have their application 
sifted. 



Written test

• If selected for interview, written test or 
research exercise emailed to you

• Choice of dates
• No background knowledge required
• 1,750 words
• Six hours



The interview

• Varies depending on the team but you may 
have some legal research to do in advance.

• Research basic interview questions online 
– we aren’t trying to catch you out!

• Look at our videos on our website.

• Practise with a friend and get feedback!



Questions? 

Please use the Q&A chat function 



For further information contact:
Address LAW COMMISSION RECRUITMENT

1st Floor, Tower, Post Point 1.52, 52 Queen 
Anne’s Gate, London, SW1H 9AG

Telephone 0203 334 0200
Email recruitment@lawcommission.gov.uk
Website http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/

Twitter and
LinkedIn

@Law_Commission
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