
Response to the Law Commissions’ preliminary consultation on Automated Vehicles 

(Law Commission Consultation Paper 240; Scottish Law Commission Discussion Paper 166)  

 

Please note that this consultation response has been reproduced from information entered on the 

Citizen Space online portal.  

 

Any personal email addresses and phone numbers have been excluded from this document.  

 

Unanswered questions have been deleted from this document.  

 

 

What is your name?  

 

Emeritus Professor Peter Osmon 

 

What is the name of your organisation? 

 

Campaign for Better Transport (London) 

 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your 

organisation?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options:  

- Personal response; 

- Response on behalf of your organisation; 

- Other.] 

 

Personal response 

 

 

CHAPTER 9: “MACHINE FACTORS” – ADAPTING ROAD RULES FOR ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE DECISION-MAKING 

 

Future work and next steps 

 

Consultation Question 46 (Paragraphs 9.91 - 9.93): 

 

Is there any other issue within our terms of reference which we should be considering 

in the course of this review?  

 

Apparently not addressed in the questions are issues arising from system failures 

(which I would expect to be rare occurrences because of likely design policies of built-

in redundancy) 

(a) Failure affecting a single autonomous vehicle (AV), caused by failure of a hardware 

component within the vehicle.  

(b) Larger failure affecting all  AVs in one stretch of roadway caused by loss of the WiFi 

signal the vehicles rely on to maintain correct lateral position in the roadway.  (It is 

conceivable that AVs will have an on-board back-up lateral positioning system allowing 

them to continue to progress, albeit slowly, along the affected stretch of road.) 



(c) City-wide failure due to system software malfunction, bringing to rest all AVs reliant 

on that system (it seems likely there will be several competing city-wide systems).    

In all cases of failure the vehicles' subsequent behaviour is likely to be such that the 

consequences of failure are limited to inconvenience to other road users, rather than 

any  physical harm. 

The single vehicle case is like a conventional vehicle breakdown and presumably there 

has to be a requirement to automatically summon assistance. 

Larger failures are a novel situation- a stretch of roadway blocked, for an unknown 

duration, by a series of stalled or crawling AVs that are themselves in working order.    

City-wide failure could seriously disrupt the life of the City. 

 


