
Response to the Law Commissions’ preliminary consultation on Automated Vehicles 

(Law Commission Consultation Paper 240; Scottish Law Commission Discussion Paper 166)  

 

Please note that this consultation response has been reproduced from information entered on the 

Citizen Space online portal.  

 

Any personal email addresses and phone numbers have been excluded from this document.  

 

Unanswered questions have been deleted from this document.  

 

 

What is your name?  

 

Peter Miller 

 

What is the name of your organisation? 

 

Private individual 

 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your 

organisation?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options:  

- Personal response; 

- Response on behalf of your organisation; 

- Other.] 

 

Personal response 

 

 

CHAPTER 3: HUMAN FACTORS 

 

A new role in driving automation: the “user-in-charge” 

 

Consultation Question 1 (Paragraphs 3.24 - 3.43): 

 

Do you agree that: 

 

(1) All vehicles which "drive themselves" within the meaning of the Automated and 

Electric Vehicles Act 2018 should have a user-in-charge in a position to operate the 

controls, unless the vehicle is specifically authorised as able to function safely 

without one?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Other 

 

If there is any suggestion that the 'user in charge' will have to grab the controls 

at short notice to avoid a crash/injury (level 3 automation) then they should be 

called 'the driver' and be responsible for their vehicle. 



If the vehicle is authorised to operate without one (level 5) then they should be 

referred to as 'the passenger'. 

Where the vehicle can operating in some domains autonomously, but not in all 

(level 4) then the status of the occupant should switch from 'driver' to 'passenger' 

when the domain changes. 

 

(2) The user-in-charge:  

(a) must be qualified and fit to drive;  

(b) would not be a driver for purposes of civil and criminal law while the 

automated driving system is engaged; but 

(c) would assume the responsibilities of a driver after confirming that they are 

taking over the controls, subject to the exception in (3) below? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Other 

 

See above. We have to be crystal clear on this. If the vehicle may need 

assistance at short notice (level 3) then the person in the car is the driver. If not 

they are a passenger where the vehicle is in its automated operating domain. 

 

(3) If the user-in-charge takes control to mitigate a risk of accident caused by the 

automated driving system, the vehicle should still be considered to be driving itself 

if the user-in-charge fails to prevent the accident. 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Other 

 

Vehicles should not be allowed to 'drive themselves' without a driver in charge if 

there is any chance of a crash or injury or death. If this is the case we will need 

to redesign the environment to remove the risk or vehicles will have to have a 

driver. 

For example: consider a vehicle that is 'driving itself' in a town on a road on a 

road where  parked cars that obscure the view of a young child who then runs 

out from behind a car and is killed. Should we allow vehicles to: 

a) 'drive themselves' in these situations at speed and just treat the death as 'one 

of those things' (a sentence of death for misbehaviour by a minor) or 

b: Have the vehicle drive at a very very low speed in such situations, or 

c) Should all vehicles have a driver in such situations? 

To say that a human driver would kill a child in just this situation is missing the 

point. We have killed enough people already on the roads and we don't need to 

accept something that is 'just a bit better' and allow manufacturers to code into 

the devices the risk that a misbehaving child will be killed because 'it was their 

fault'. 

 

Consultation Question 2 (Paragraph 3.45): 

 

We seek views on whether the label “user-in-charge” conveys its intended meaning. 

 



As stated, if there is any situation where 'user-in-charge' would need to grab the controls 

to avoid a collision or injury then in my view they should be called 'the driver' and they 

should be responsible for any injury. The vehicle in this case is simply an aid to driving, 

not an independent entity. 

 

Consultation Question 3 (Paragraphs 3.47 - 3.57): 

 

We seek views on whether it should be a criminal offence for a user-in-charge who is 

subjectively aware of a risk of serious injury to fail to take reasonable steps to avert that 

risk.     

  

[Respondents chose from the following options: 

- Yes, it should be a criminal offence; 

- No, it should not be a criminal offence; 

- Other.] 

 

Other 

 

The 'user in charge' term is inappropriate in that situation. For level 3 automation (where 

there is such a risk) then there should be a vigilant driver in charge as now. 

 

When would a user-in-charge not be necessary? 

 

Consultation Question 4 (Paragraphs 3.59 - 3.77): 

 

We seek views on how automated driving systems can operate safely and effectively in 

the absence of a user-in-charge.   

 

That is the billion dollar question that many companies are trying to solve and for 

governments to establish type approval processes to confirm that they are safe.  

Driving simulators (where the vehicle drives in a simulated environment) would I guess 

be a good way to validate safe operation in millions of scenarios that would be 

prohibitively expensive to test in reality. Some real physic tests should be performed. 

The current view seems to be that level 4 driving is the best that will be achieved - ie 

only in very controlled situations such as motorways.       

 

Consultation Question 5 (Paragraphs 3.59 - 3.77): 

 

Do you agree that powers should be made available to approve automated vehicles as 

able to operate without a user-in-charge? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

Yes, but only where vehicles have passed strict type approval tests proving that they 

can safely be used in the intended situation.  



 

When should secondary activities be permitted? 

 

Consultation Question 6 (Paragraphs 3.80 - 3.96):  

 

Under what circumstances should a driver be permitted to undertake secondary 

activities when an automated driving system is engaged? 

 

When the vehicle won't need their attention at short notice, ie where there is no risk of 

a collision. 

 

Consultation Question 7 (Paragraphs 3.80 - 3.96): 

 

Conditionally automated driving systems require a human driver to act as a fallback 

when the automated driving system is engaged. If such systems are authorised at an 

international level:  

 

(1) should the fallback be permitted to undertake other activities? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

No 

 

If a human may be required at short notice (level 3) then they are the driver and 

must be engaged with the driving process and must be responsible for the 

vehicle. 

 

(2) if so, what should those activities be? 

 

 

CHAPTER 4: REGULATING VEHICLE STANDARDS PRE-PLACEMENT 

 

A new safety assurance scheme 

 

Consultation Question 8 (Paragraphs 4.102 - 4.104): 

 

Do you agree that: 

 

(1) a new safety assurance scheme should be established to authorise 

automated driving systems which are installed:  

(a) as modifications to registered vehicles; or 

(b) in vehicles manufactured in limited numbers (a "small series")?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

(2) unauthorised automated driving systems should be prohibited? 

 



[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

(3) the safety assurance agency should also have powers to make special vehicle 

orders for highly automated vehicles, so as to authorise design changes which 

would otherwise breach construction and use regulations?   

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

Consultation Question 9 (Paragraphs 4.107 - 4.109):  

 

Do you agree that every automated driving system (ADS) should be backed by an entity 

(ADSE) which takes responsibility for the safety of the system?   

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

Consultation Question 10 (Paragraphs 4.112 - 4.117): 

 

We seek views on how far should a new safety assurance system be based on 

accrediting the developers’ own systems, and how far should it involve third party 

testing. 

 

Third party testing is essential. Self-regulation is not sufficient. 

 

Consultation Question 11 (Paragraphs 4.118 - 4.122): 

 

We seek views on how the safety assurance scheme could best work with local 

agencies to ensure that is sensitive to local conditions. 

 

The type approval process should test all the risky situations that could arise within the 

authorised operating domain. 

 

CHAPTER 5: REGULATING SAFETY ON THE ROADS 

 

A new organisational structure? 

 

Consultation Question 12 (Paragraphs 5.30 - 5.32): 

 

If there is to be a new safety assurance scheme to authorise automated driving systems 

before they are allowed onto the roads, should the agency also have responsibilities for 

safety of these systems following deployment?  

 



[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Yes 

 

I guess MOT tests would be needed to ensure that vehicles continued to be safe. 

 

If so, should the organisation have responsibilities for:  

(1) regulating consumer and marketing materials?  

(2) market surveillance? 

(3) roadworthiness tests? 

 

[Answers chosen from list of options above:] 

 

(3) roadworthiness tests. 

 

Surely consumer and marketing materials would be covered by existing legislation. Not 

sure what is meant by market surveillance. 

 

We seek views on whether the agency’s responsibilities in these three areas should 

extend to advanced driver assistance systems.  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: 

- Yes, extend to advanced driver assistance systems; 

- No, do not extend to advanced driver assistance systems; 

- Other.] 

 

No, do not extend to advanced driver assistance systems 

 

Advanced driver assistance (level 3) driving seems very dangerous but should probably 

be dealt with as part of the regulation covering conventional driven cars. They should 

ensure that the driver maintains attention on the driving process. Probably best to keep 

clear blue water between driver assistance devices and fully-autonomous vehicles. 

 

Driver training 

 

Consultation Question 13 (Paragraphs 5.54 - 5.55): 

 

Is there a need to provide drivers with additional training on advanced driver assistance 

systems?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Yes 

 

 

Accident investigation 

 

Consultation Question 14 (Paragraphs 5.58 - 5.71): 

 

We seek views on how accidents involving driving automation should be investigated.  



 

Fully autonomous vehicles should include black-box functionality allowing the collision 

to be reviewed and for lessons to be learnt. Collisions involving serious injury/death 

should be investigated by an independent expert organisation. 

 

We seek views on whether an Accident Investigation Branch should investigate high 

profile accidents involving automated vehicles? Alternatively, should specialist 

expertise be provided to police forces. 

 

Please can you use the term 'crash' or 'collision'. 'Accident' is not an appropriate term. 

Also... what on earth do you mean by 'high profile accidents'. Do you mean 'Fatal crash' 

or 'Crash resulting in serious injury', or do you mean one that involves someone famous 

or is particularly of interest to the media? 

 

Setting and monitoring a safety standard 

 

Consultation Question 15 (Paragraphs 5.78 - 5.85): 

 

(1) Do you agree that the new safety agency should monitor the accident rate of 

highly automated vehicles which drive themselves, compared with human 

drivers? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

Yes, but it is not acceptable to simply say that automated vehicles are a bit safer 

than human driven cars. We need to use 'vision zero' as our reference point. 

 

(2) We seek views on whether there is also a need to monitor the accident rates 

of advanced driver assistance systems. 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options:  

- Yes, monitor advanced driver assistance system accident rates; 

- No, do not monitor advanced driver assistance system accident rates; 

- Other.] 

 

Yes, monitor advanced driver assistance system accident rates 

 

 
CHAPTER 7: CRIMINAL LIABILITY 

 

Consultation Question 23 (Paragraph 7.21): 

 

Do you agree that, rather than being considered to be a driver, a user-in-charge should 

be subject to specific criminal offences? (These offences might include, for example, 

the requirement to take reasonable steps to avoid an accident, where the user-in-charge 

is subjectively aware of the risk of serious injury (as discussed in paragraphs 3.47 to 

3.57)).  

 



See earlier answer, in this situation the person should be treated as 'the driver' (level 3 

driving) 

 

Consultation Question 24 (Paragraphs 7.23 - 7.35): 

Do you agree that: 

 

(1) a registered keeper who receives a notice of intended prosecution should be 

required to state if the vehicle was driving itself at the time and (if so) to authorise 

data to be provided to the police? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

(2) where the problem appears to lie with the automated driving system (ADS) 

the police should refer the matter to the regulatory authority for investigation? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

(3) where the ADS has acted in a way which would be a criminal offence if done 

by a human driver, the regulatory authority should be able to apply a range of 

regulatory sanctions to the entity behind the ADS? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

(4) the regulatory sanctions should include improvement notices, fines and 

suspension or withdrawal of ADS approval? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Agree 

 

 

Responsibilities of “users-in-charge”  

 

Consultation Question 25 (Paragraphs 7.37 - 7.45): 

 

Do you agree that where a vehicle is listed as only safe to drive itself with a user-in-

charge, it should be a criminal offence for the person able to operate the controls (“the 

user-in-charge”): 

(1) not to hold a driving licence for the vehicle; 

(2) to be disqualified from driving; 

(3) to have eyesight which fails to comply with the prescribed requirements for driving; 



(4) to hold a licence where the application included a declaration regarding a disability 

which the user knew to be false; 

(5) to be unfit to drive through drink or drugs; or 

(6) to have alcohol levels over the prescribed limits?      

 

[Answers chosen from list of options above:] 

 

(1) not to hold a driving licence for the vehicle; 

(2) to be disqualified from driving; 

(3) to have eyesight which fails to comply with the prescribed requirements for driving; 

(4) to hold a licence where the application included a declaration regarding a disability 

which the user knew to be false; 

(5) to be unfit to drive through drink or drugs; or 

(6) to have alcohol levels over the prescribed limits. 

 

See earlier answer. If the vehicle is not able to drive itself safely then it needs an 

attentive qualified driver at all times. 

 

Consultation Question 26 (Paragraphs 7.37 - 7.45): 

 

Where a vehicle is listed as only safe to drive itself with a user-in-charge, should it be a 

criminal offence to be carried in the vehicle if there is no person able to operate the 

controls. 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Yes 

 

 

Responsibilities for other offences 

 

Consultation Question 27 (Paragraphs 7.48 - 7.65): 

 

Do you agree that legislation should be amended to clarify that users-in-charge: 

(1) Are “users” for the purposes of insurance and roadworthiness offences; and 

(2) Are responsible for removing vehicles that are stopped in prohibited places, and 

would commit a criminal offence if they fail to do so? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Agree; Disagree; Other.] 

 

Other 

If the vehicle cannot drive itself then it needs a qualified driver. 

 

 

Aggravated offences 

 

Consultation Question 33 (Paragraphs 7.113 - 7.123): 

 



We seek views on whether the Law Commissions should review the possibility of one 

or more new corporate offences, where wrongs by a developer of automated driving 

systems result in death or serious injury. 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: 

- Yes, review new corporate offences; 

- No, do not review new corporate offences; 

- Other.] 

 

Yes, review new corporate offences 

 

 
CHAPTER 8: INTERFERING WITH AUTOMATED VEHICLES 

 

Consultation Question 34 (Paragraphs 8.1 - 8.58): 

 

We seek views on whether the criminal law is adequate to deter interference with 

automated vehicles. In particular: 

 

(1) Are any new criminal offences required to cover interference with automated 

vehicles?  

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Yes 

 

 

Tampering with vehicles 

 

Consultation Question 35 (Paragraphs 8.28 - 8.31): 

 

Under section 25 of the Road Traffic Act 1988, it is an offence to tamper with a vehicle’s 

brakes “or other mechanism” without lawful authority or reasonable cause. Is it 

necessary to clarify that “other mechanism” includes sensors? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Yes 

 

 

 

         

 



 

CHAPTER 9: “MACHINE FACTORS” – ADAPTING ROAD RULES FOR ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE DECISION-MAKING 

 

Should automated vehicles ever mount the pavement? 

 

Consultation Question 39 (Paragraphs 9.6 - 9.37): 

 

We seek views on whether a highly automated vehicle should be programmed so as to 

allow it to mount the pavement if necessary: 

(1) to avoid collisions; 

(2) to allow emergency vehicles to pass; 

(3) to enable traffic flow; 

(4) in any other circumstances? 

 

[Answers chosen from list of options above:] 

 

 

No, pavement is for pedestrians. 

The carriageway should be wide enough for traffic emergency vehicles. 

Parking should be restricted to ensure that it does not impede the flow of traffic 

or emergency vehicles. 

 

Consultation Question 40 (Paragraphs 9.6 - 9.37): 

 

We seek views on whether it would be acceptable for a highly automated vehicle to be 

programmed never to mount the pavement.    

 

Of course.  

 

Should highly automated vehicles ever exceed speed limits? 

 

Consultation Question 41 (Paragraphs 9.40 - 9.47): 

 

We seek views on whether there are any circumstances in which an automated driving 

system should be permitted to exceed the speed limit within current accepted 

tolerances. 

 

No. The speed limit should be the speed limit and vehicles should keep to it, especially 

automated ones. 

Conventional cars should be fitted with 'Intelligent Speed adaptation' to restrict them to 

the speed limit but in the absence of that then automated vehicles will regulate traffic 

speeds more widely.     

 

Edging through pedestrians 

 

Consultation Question 42 (Paragraphs 9.49 - 9.55): 

 

We seek views on whether it would ever be acceptable for a highly automated vehicle 

to be programmed to “edge through” pedestrians, so that a pedestrian who does not 



move faces some chance of being injured. If so, what could be done to ensure that this 

is done only in appropriate circumstances? 

 

No, of course not, and I find it unlikely that autonomous vehicles will even be able to 

operate in crowded pedestrian spaces. 

 

 

 

Transparency 

 

Consultation Question 44 (Paragraphs 9.76 - 9.88): 

 

We seek views on whether there should be a requirement for developers to publish their 

ethics policies (including any value allocated to human lives)? 

 

[Respondents chose from the following options: Yes; No; Other.] 

 

Other 

 

Fail. Autonomous vehicles should not operate in a manner where they take calculated 

risks. 

 

 


