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Automated Vehicles Team 
Law Commission 
Queen Anne’s Gate 
London 
SW1H 9AG. 
          14th February 2019 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
A response from the Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee (DPTAC) to 
the Law Commission and Scottish Law Commission ‘Automated Vehicles: A joint 
preliminary consultation paper’. 
 
DPTAC was established by the Transport Act 1985 and is the Government’s statutory 
advisor on issues relating to transport provision for disabled people. DPTAC’s vision is 
that disabled people should have the same access to transport as everybody else, to be 
able to go where everyone else goes and to do so easily, confidently and without extra 
cost. 
 
Disability affects some around 14 million people in the UK. It includes physical or sensory 
impairments as well as ‘non-visible’ disabilities such as autism, dementia, learning 
disabilities and anxiety. For many people a lack of mobility or confidence in using the 
transport system is a barrier to being able to access employment, education, health care 
and broader commercial opportunities (for example shopping), and to a social life.  
 
DPTAC appreciates being consulted on at such an early stage of the development of 
such new and exciting technology as it is important that the needs of disabled people are 
recognised and built into such significant societal changes from the very beginning. 
 
We would like the consultation to note that there are very specific needs of disabled 
people that may be affected by the development of automated vehicles.  These concerns 
relate to both the potential of such vehicles, and their possible impact disabled users of 
the highway. 
 
We believe that ultimately the development of fully autonomous vehicles which can 
operate on all types of roads will open up personal mobility options for a number of 
disabled people who are currently unable to drive a motor car.  We recognise that it may 
take many years (even decades) to reach this point.  However, it is vital that the 
technology which is rolled out in the interim includes the needs of disabled people. 
 
Developments such as automatic transmission, power-steering, and fly-by-wire controls 
have all extended motoring to disabled people who had previously been unable to drive.  
Increased automation must continue this process.  Although it is beyond the scope of 
this consultation fitness to drive assessments must keep pace with developments in 
driver automation.  Crucially the assessment of the fitness required to be a driver (for 
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those parts of the journey where the automated driving system is not engaged) and to be 
a ‘user in charge’ must take account of how technology can assist a disabled person. 
 
DPTAC is also concerned that it is possible that in the search for level 4 automation 
developments which can assist disabled people to drive (referring to level 2 systems 
available today and which can continue to be improved) may be overlooked.  We want to 
see a climate for technological development which looks at a wide range of driver 
assistance not simply autonomous vehicles.   
 
Some disabled drivers require bespoke technology to enable them to drive and there will 
be potential within the development of greater vehicle autonomy for further such 
developments.  DPTAC wishes to see a regulatory regime which permits the safe 
development and testing of bespoke technology to assist disabled drivers and does not 
rule out such options for fear of individuals or small companies developing or adapting 
autonomous vehicles which are unsafe. 
 
For many disabled pedestrians, particularly those with visual impairments, the idea of a 
vehicle relying on sensors to identify and avoid pedestrians will be deeply alarming.  We 
have seen the unease created by shared space developments which rely heavily on eye-
contact between the driver and the pedestrian.  This level of uncertainty must not be 
repeated with autonomous vehicles.  
 
This is not a matter solely of concerned to people with visual impairments.  Many people 
with learning difficulties or on the autistic spectrum will have concerns that familiar safety 
checks are not in place, and anyone who cannot move quickly or who has an irregular 
gait may be concerned that technology will be unable to interpret their movements.  Any 
development of machine learning for automated vehicles must take the diverse needs of 
disabled people. into account and must not allow the needs and rights of disabled people 
to be overlooked or diluted. 
 
We support the idea of the creation of new national body to administer a safety 
assurance scheme approving automated driving systems as safe, and to review issues 
such as road accident investigation branch. We urge that any new body engages with 
DPTAC at the earliest stages to discuss how it will support and interact with people with 
disabilities. 
 
Finally, we look forward to engaging in the second consultation to discuss proposals 
around self-driving vehicles where users are purely passengers, and would not be 
expected to drive for any part of the journey.  This has the ability to transform the lives of 
disabled people who currently can’t drive. DPTAC is keen to ensure that this second 
stage of consultation supports the benefits that this technology can bring to disabled 
people that wish to drive and/or take advantage of new automated fleet vehicles etc. 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
The Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee 


