






 

 

Weekly Poll – w/c 14 January 2019  

 

Should automated vehicles be programmed to ‘edge through’ pedestrians? 

YES – 9% (2 respondents) 

 

NO – 91% (21 respondents) 

“No - Where I live pedestrians are prevented from using many of the 
pavements due to abusively, inconsiderately, selfishly and ignorantly 
parked and abandoned vehicles consuming the total width of pavements, 
many dropped kerbs are blocked and even if not, great lengths of 
pavement are totally inaccessible by anything but perhaps a cat.  Council 
and Police do NOTHING!  It has been this way for many years and is 
getting worse! Now we are expected to contend with self driving vehicles 
pushing us out of the way. Clearly pavements are no longer the safe refuge 
of pedestrians and are for the sole purpose of vehicles and their extremely 
selfish drivers/owners. This is active discrimination against any pedestrian, 
not just disabled people and Councils and Police actively condone it by the 
refusal to act in accordance with the law!”  

“No! No! No! No! No” The concept should not be considered and outright 
banned even before it starts! Totally irresponsible and extremely dangerous 
to even consider it! Not just for disabled people but any pedestrian, young 
or old. Electric cars or hybrids running on electric cannot even be heard at 
slow speeds, they are barely audible at 30mph let alone the proposed 
speeds edging through pedestrians.” 

“Edge through pedestrians this sounds dangerous i.e. could be someone 
who is blind what way does the car go! What about wheelchair users trying 
to self propel when suddenly one of these cars is trying to push through? 
Think they should remain on the road in a safe position.”  

“The whole idea of a vehicle that is not being driven by a human seems 
inherently risky to me. In the case of edging through pedestrians, I really 
think that this particular task needs human judgement because each 



person is an individual and needs to be responded to using human 
reasoning. A lot of this interaction might be based on the driver's 
observation of the person and environmental factors e.g. the speed at 
which the person moves, their ability / disability, their facial expression, the 
time of day, and whether there has been a football match in the area. For 
example, someone who shows signs of being high or drunk will behave in 
an unpredictable way. Whereas others might be hard of hearing and once 
they are aware of the vehicle will behave in a sensible way. What if 
someone collapses when it's dark and no-one has found them yet? What if 
a driverless vehicle tries to 'edge through' them? The thought of this is 
ludicrous.”  

“This whole idea of driverless cars is multiple accidents waiting to happen. 
Bin the whole idea.”  

“Far too dangerous and risky.”  

“An automated vehicle "edging through" injured or disabled persons or 
group of small children or flock of sheep is not acceptable.” 
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