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A glimpse of American History and Culture

like you've never 
seen before.

harley-davidson		museum®

media		kit



Experience the best of  
American design and culture at the
Harley-DaviDson MuseuM®.
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The Harley-Davidson Museum is a unique, one-of-a-kind 
destination that offers something for everyone. The 
Museum provides a look into American history  
and culture like you’ve never seen before –  
through the eyes of an iconic American brand. The 
information provided in this kit is only the beginning  
of your Harley-Davidson Museum journey. Contact  
our Marketing & Communications department for more 
information and to learn why the Museum has become 
one of the top travel destinations in Milwaukee and the 
state of Wisconsin, and why riders and non-riders alike 
agree this is an experience you don’t want to miss. 

Brook G. Smith
Project Manager, Museum Communications
Tel: 414-287-2816
Cell: 414-841-7536
Fax: 414-287-2850
brookgalbraith.smith@harley-davidson.com

400 West Canal Street, Milwaukee, WI 53201
h-dmuseum.com

Thank you for your interest in the
Harley-DaviDson MuseuM®.



4	 h a r l e y- dav i d s o n m u s eu m ® m e d i a  k i t

The Harley-Davidson Museum is literally a “walk-
through history” that is portrayed through its themed 
galleries, a must-see motorcycle collection, and many 
rare documents and original artifacts you will only  
find here. 

have	fun	learning	about:

• harley-davidson’s humble beginnings in milwaukee 
 during the industrial revolution 
• how an internal combustion engine works
• harley-davidson’s contribution to america’s efforts  
 in two world wars
• the origins of the bike customization movement
• How motorcycles have influenced pop culture  

you	Will	see:

• the oldest harley-davidson in existence – serial no. 1
•  A replica board track complete with race bikes banking  

on a corner
• A movie sampling of Hollywood’s best motorcycle moments 
•  The inspiring stories of riders like Vivian Bales, who  

rode cross-country on her harley-davidson in 1929 and  
Felix Predko who built a 13-foot long motorcycle named  
king kong.

top 
our 20-acre campus near 
downtown milwaukee  
features landmark statue, 
the hillclimber by artist 
jeff decker.

bottom 
living the legend™ wall and 
terrace displays thousands 
of stories, experiences and 
connections among harley-
davidson riders, dealers,  
and friends.

This is no

orDinary MuseuM.
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Compelling exhibits. Behind-the-scenes tours. Rocking 
events. Hands-on fun. All rooted in Harley-Davidson’s 
rich history. There’s lots to see, lots to do, and no reason 
to wait. Visit h-dmuseum.com for a complete listing of all 
our events. 

armed	forces	day	celebration  may

bike	night  All Bikes Unite Thursday Nights, May – September

motor®	bar	&	restaurant	patio	opening  June 

Wild	ones	Weekend  July

ride	to	rockerbox	  august

custom	bike	shoW	Weekend  Labor Day Weekend, 
thursday – sunday

veterans	day	celebration  november

blazin’	yule  november – January

annual events
at the Museum.
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Harley-Davidson motorcycles bring heart-thumping adventure, life-changing freedom and a bit of rebellion into  
the lives of people around the world.  The Harley-Davidson Museum is much more than a nostalgia trip for 
motorcycle enthusiasts and “gear heads.”  The Museum is a reflection of American history and culture like 
you’ve never seen before – through the successes and trials of an iconic American product. Interactive, eye-catching 
exhibits and design present an unparalleled collection of legendary stories of our nation’s last century. 

After visiting the Harley-Davidson Museum, both riders and non-riders say they are inspired and enriched in  
ways they never imagined. 

Harley-Davidson motorcycles bring

Heart-tHuMping 
aDventure.
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History
the	beginning
A company usually doesn’t become successful overnight, but 
after building its first bike in 1903, Harley-Davidson’s business 
quickly took off. To ensure people would associate the Harley-
Davidson name with quality motorcycles, the founders quickly 
established a strong network of dealers across the country. By 
1920, just 17 years after building its first motorcycle, Harley-
davidson was the largest motorcycle manufacturer in the world 
and had dealers in 67 countries with representatives in Australia, 
Holland, South Africa, Argentina, and Japan.

pulling	through	the	depression
During the Great Depression, Harley-Davidson experimented  
with a variety of products to stimulate revenue and keep its 
employees working.
• The Servi-Car, introduced in 1932, was the most successful of 

Harley-Davidson’s commercial vehicles. Originally developed 
for use by auto dealerships to make service calls, it was quickly 
adapted for police use, and remained popular in this capacity 
into the early 1970s.

mixing	it	up
Breaking from tradition in the 1960s and 1970s, Harley-Davidson 
expanded its product range to include scooters, boats and  
golf carts.
• In the 1960s, Harley-Davidson faced tough competition from 

foreign manufacturers that were producing smaller entry-level 
motorcycles. Harley responded by introducing the Topper 
motor scooter, the only scooter ever produced by the  
Motor Company.

• The “Shortster” mini-bike was developed during the minibike 
fad of the 1970s. Unlike other scooters on the market, the 
Shortster looked like an actual motorcycle, only it was small 
enough to fit in the back of a station wagon.

survival	&	revival
The 1980s proved to be a pivotal time period in Harley-Davidson 
history. After a 12-year partnership with the American 
Machine and Foundry Company (AMF), 13 Harley-Davidson 
senior executives arranged to buy back the Company from 
AMF. In June of 1981, the Company was returned to private 
ownership. But despite regaining ownership, times were still 
tough. Recovery almost fell apart in 1985 when the bank that 
had financed the Motor Company’s debt threatened to pull its 
financing and begin selling off the Company’s assets. Company 
management staved off bankruptcy as the clock ticked to 
midnight on New Year’s Eve, when the Company finally received 
financing. In 1987, Harley-Davidson Motor Company was listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange, signaling to the world that the 
turnaround was complete.

aMerica
serving	our	country	during	WWii
During WWII, Harley-Davidson played an important role by 
supplying the United States and its allies with motorcycles, which 
helped the Company to survive and allowed it to do its part for 
the Country. By the end of WWII, nearly 90,000 Harley-Davidson 
military motorcycles were supplied to the U.S. and our allies.

vivian	bales
Vivian Bales was one of the first women to make her mark on 
Harley-Davidson culture. In 1929, at the age of 17, she saved 
up money earned from teaching dance to purchase her first 
Harley-Davidson. Bales “always wanted to do something that 
most girls wouldn’t do,” and she didn’t stop at just owning a 
motorcycle. Journaling for "The Harley-Davidson Enthusiast," 
she wrote about her cross-country solo adventure from 
Albany, Ga. to Milwaukee. The exhibit features her scrapbook 
detailing her experience, including an autograph book filled with 
signatures and well wishes of those she met along the way.

board	track	racing
In the 1920s, board track racing was the extreme sport of its 
time. Riders raced around wood tracks, built between 45 and 
60 degrees, at speeds up to 100 mph on motorcycles with no 
brakes, no transmissions and total oil loss systems. This meant 
the oil exited directly onto the track, which made for very slippery 
riding. Board track racing established the Company’s racing  
heritage, proven by the winning reputation of the "Wrecking 
Crew," Harley-Davidson’s famous racing team. The exhibit  
features a re-creation of a board track curve, complete with 
original factory race bikes banking the corner, and rare footage 
of actual board track racers in action.
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culture
pop	culture
While harley-davidson motorcycles are built with everyone in 
mind, our motorcycles and the Harley-Davidson lifestyle have 
attracted the likes of many famous individuals and the movie 
industry.
• The 1969 movie, “Easy Rider,” starring Peter Fonda and 

Dennis Hopper, features one of the most recognizable 
motorcycles in history, the “Captain America” chopper. 
Created from Harley-Davidson FLH police bikes, both original 
choppers were destroyed in the filming. In celebration of the 
film’s 30th anniversary, and with the help of Peter Fonda and 
those who created the original bikes, an exact replica was 
created and is featured in the museum.

customization
the museum celebrates the ways riders customize their 
motorcycles and make them their own. One featured bike, 
created by Felix Predko, is affectionately known as “King Kong.” 
The 13-foot long motorcycle is powered by two in-line engines 
and includes four fishtail straight exhaust pipes and many 
decorative details such as a miniature king kong in chains 
above the headlight. a video that features Predko’s family at  
his shop telling the story of this extraordinary enthusiast and  
his passion for customization is included in the exhibit.

art
the	art	of	the	motorcycle
Willie G. Davidson, Chief Styling Officer Emeritus and grandson 
of co-founder William Davidson, refers to Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles as “rolling sculpture” with the V-Twin engine  
centered as the jewel. 

graphic	design
Starting with the first posters, catalogs and marketing materials 
show the graphic design trends of the last 109 years.

paint	and	graphics
During the Great Depression, the Company made a radical 
departure from tradition by offering unconventional, art deco paint 
schemes. Vibrant colors provided customers with new customizable 
options at little cost to the Motor Company – at a time when the 
Company didn’t have much money to spend on research and 
development. Today, radical paint schemes and customization  
are a integral part of biker culture.
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tiMeline

1966 The first of the “Shovelhead” engines is introduced on  
the Electra-Glide models, replacing the Panhead. 

1969 harley-davidson merges with the american machine  
and Foundry Company (AMF), a longtime producer  
of leisure products. 

1901 William S. Harley, 21, completes a blueprint drawing  
of an engine designed to fit into a bicycle frame.

1903 23-year-old William s. harley and 22-year-old arthur  
Davidson make available to the public the first production 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle. The bike was built to be a racer, 
with a 3-1/8 inch bore and 3-1/2 inch stroke. the factory in 
which they worked was a 10 x 15-foot wooden shed with the 
words “Harley-Davidson Motor Company” crudely scrawled  
on the door. Arthur’s brother Walter quits his job in Kansas 
and joins their efforts on April 17. 

1907 William A. Davidson, brother to Arthur and Walter Davidson, 
quits his job for the Milwaukee Road railroad and joins the 
Motor Company.

1909 The first Harley-Davidson V-twin engine is produced.

1910 The famed “Bar & Shield” logo is used for the first time.  
It is trademarked at the U.S. Patent office one year later. 

1917 During this year, roughly one-third of all Harley-Davidson  
motorcycles produced are sold to the U.S. military. The  
Quartermasters School, a department of Harley-Davidson 
devoted to training military mechanics on harley-davidson 
motorcycles, opens for business in July. It will later  
become the service school.

1928 A leather jacket makes its first appearance as a  
harley-davidson clothing item. 

1945 World War II ends and Harley-Davidson has produced 
almost 90,000 WLA models for military use. Wasting no time, 
production of civilian motorcycles resumes in November. 

1952 the side-valve k model is introduced with an integrated 
engine and transmission to compete with smaller,  
sportier motorcycles coming mainly from Great Britain.  
The K will eventually evolve into the Sportster. 

1956 The new young star, Elvis Presley, poses for the cover  
of harley-davidson’s may enthusiast magazine sitting  
on a 1956 model KH. 

1920 By 1920, Harley-Davidson is the largest motorcycle  
manufacturer in the world. new harley-davidson   
motorcycles can be purchased from over 2,000  
dealers in 67 countries worldwide. 

Harley-Davidson historic

tiMeline
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2001 the vrsCa™ v-rod® motorcycle, the first liquid-cooled  
production motorcycle in Company history, is introduced. 

2003 More than 250,000 people come to Milwaukee for the final 
stop of the Open Road Tour and the Harley-Davidson  
100th Anniversary Celebration and Party. 

2008 The Harley-Davidson Museum opens to the public.

1971 In response to the customizing craze, Harley-Davidson  
introduces the FX 1200 Super Glide®, which combined  
a sporty front (similar to that of the XL series) with the frame 
and powertrain of the FL series. A new class of motorcycle, the 
cruiser, is born. 

1981 On February 26, 13 Harley-Davidson senior executives sign a 
letter of intent to purchase Harley-Davidson Motor Company from 
AMF. By mid-June, the buyback is official, and the phrase “The 
eagle soars alone” becomes a rallying cry. 

1983 Harley Owners Group (H.O.G.) is established. 

1984 The Evolution V-Twin and first Softail model are introduced, two 
developments key to Harley-Davidson’s turnaround. 

1986 Harley-Davidson returns to public ownership and the  
Motor Company regains its top position in the U.S.

Harley-Davidson historic

tiMeline
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the	shop
Located on the Harley-Davidson Museum campus, The Shop 
offers unique merchandise from apparel and art, to books and 
collectibles, including items fashioned directly after Museum 
Archives materials and exhibits. Plus, you can also check out 
our online art shop at harley-davidsonimages.com.

The Shop is open every day of the week and hours vary by 
season. visit h-dmuseum.com for hours.

cafe	racer®	
CaFe raCer® serves custom sandwiches, soup, salads and fresh 
coffee. hours vary by season. visit h-dmuseum.com for current 
hours of operation.

motor®	bar	&	restaurant
motor® Bar & Restaurant serves up the best of American 
culture in an inspiring setting. MOTOR’s bold American classics 
celebrate the taste of life on the road. road house Chili that 
tastes like it’s fresh from a Texas diner. BBQ Ribs redolent of 
a Little Rock smoke shack. And, fittingly, plenty of Wisconsin 
favorites: Fish Fry, Booyah Stew, and the best sausage and 
cheese in milwaukee. no museum admission is required to dine 
at motor.

motor hours vary by season. visit h-dmuseum.com for 
current hours of operation.

You have to 

sHop anD eat
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prices

Adults: $18*
Children (5-17): $10
Children (under 5): FREE
Seniors (65+): $12 
Students: $12
Military (with valid ID): $12
H-D Museum Members: FREE

General 

prices
summer	hours	(may	through	september)

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Weekends: 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Winter	hours	(october	through	april)

Weekdays: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Weekends: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Hours and prices are subject to change.  
Visit h-dmuseum.com for current information.

*Special pricing during some special exhibitions.
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Located in downtown Milwaukee, the Harley-Davidson Museum is easy to get to. It is just 90 miles north of Chicago, 80 
miles east of Madison, and 120 miles south of Green Bay. Abundant and free bus parking is located onsite.

harley-davidson	museum	

400 West Canal Street
Milwaukee, WI 53201
1-877-HD-MUSEUM or
1-877-436-8738
www.h-dmuseum.com

From the West 

1.  Take I-94 East towards Milwaukee

2.  take the st. Paul avenue/James 
lovell street exit  
(Exit 1H)

3.  Keep left at the fork to continue 
toward north 6th street

5.  Turn right onto North 6th Street

6.  turn left onto West Canal street

From the South

1.  Take I-94/I-43 North towards Milwaukee

2.  Take the National Avenue Exit (Exit 311)

3. merge onto south 9th street

4.  Turn right onto West National Avenue

5. Turn left on South 6th Street

6.  Turn right into Roundabout,  
continue onto south 6th street 

7.  Turn right onto West Canal Street 
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From the North

1.  Take I-43 South towards Milwaukee

2.  Continue on I-43/I-94 Southbound

3.  take the national avenue exit  
(Exit 311)

4.  Turn right onto South 9th Street

5.  Turn right onto West National Avenue

6. turn left onto south 6th street

7.  Turn right into Roundabout, continue 
onto south 6th street 

8.  turn right onto West Canal street 

Getting here is easy 

Maps & Directions



HARLEY-DAVIDSON MUSEUM®

400 West Canal Street, Milwaukee, WI 53201
h-dmuseum.com

Harley-Davidson, the Bar & Shield logo, Harley-Davidson Museum, the Harley-Davidson Museum logo, 
The Rumble Pattern, MOTOR, CAFE RACER, Living the Legend and others are among the trademarks 
of H-D USA, Inc. © 2013 H-D. All rights reserved. Harley-Davidson Motor Company, P.O. Box 653, 3700 W. 
Juneau Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208-0653, U.S.A.


