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TIMELINE
1901   - William S. Harley, 21, 
completes a blueprint drawing of 
an engine designed to fit into a 
bicycle frame.

1903   - 23-year-old William S. 
Harley and 22-year-old Arthur 
Davidson make available to the 
public the first production  
Harley-Davidson® motorcycle. The 
bike was built to be a racer, with 
a 3-1/8 inch bore and 3-1/2 inch 
stroke. The factory in which they 
worked was a 10 x 15-foot wooden 
shed with the words “Harley-
Davidson Motor Company” 
crudely scrawled on the door. 
Arthur’s brother Walter quits his 
job in Kansas and joins their efforts 
on April 17.

1909   - The first 
Harley-Davidson 
V-twin engine is 
produced.

1910   - The famed “Bar & Shield” 
logo is used for the first time. It 
is trademarked at the U.S. Patent 
office one year later.

1917   - During this year,  
roughly one-third of all  
Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
produced are sold to the U.S. 
military. The Quartermasters 
School, a department of  
Harley-Davidson devoted to 
training military mechanics on 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
opens for business in July. It will 
later become the Service School.

1920   - By 1920, Harley-Davidson 
is the largest motorcycle 
manufacturer in the world. New 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles can 
be purchased from over 2,000 
dealers in 67 countries worldwide.

1928   - A leather jacket makes its 
first appearance as a  
Harley-Davidson clothing item.

1945   - World War II ends and 
Harley-Davidson has produced 
almost 90,000 WLA models for 
military use. Wasting no time, 
production of civilian motorcycles 
resumes in November.

1952   - The side-valve K model 
is introduced with an integrated 
engine and transmission to 
compete with smaller, sportier 
motorcycles coming mainly from 
Great Britain. The K will eventually 
evolve into the Sportster.

1956   - The 
new young star  
Elvis Presley 
poses for the 
cover of Harley-
Davidson’s May 
Enthusiast 
magazine 
sitting on a 1956 
model KH.

1966   - The first of the 
“Shovelhead” engines is 
introduced on the Electra-Glide 
models, replacing the Panhead.

1969   - Harley-Davidson merges 
with the American Machine 
and Foundry Company (AMF), 
a longtime producer of leisure 
products.

1971   - In response to the 
customizing craze, Harley-Davidson 

introduces 
the FX 
1200 Super 
Glide®, 
which 
combined a 
sporty front 

end (similar to that of the XL series) 
with the frame and powertrain 
of the FL series. A new class of 
motorcycle, the cruiser, is born.

1981   - On February 26,  
13 Harley-Davidson senior 
executives sign a letter of intent to 
purchase Harley-Davidson Motor 
Company from AMF. By mid-June, 
the buyback is official, and the 
phrase “The Eagle Soars Alone” 
becomes a rallying cry.

1983   - Harley Owners Group 
(H.O.G.) is established.

1984   - The 
Evolution 
V Twin and 
first Softail 
model are 
introduced, 
two developments key to  
Harley-Davidson’s turnaround.

1986   - Harley-Davidson returns 
to public ownership and the Motor 
Company regains its top position 
in the U.S.

1992   - Harley-Davidson buys 
a minority interest in the Buell 
Motorcycle Company. Erik 
Buell created the Company to 
manufacture American sport 
motorcycles using Harley-
Davidson XL 883 engines.

2001   - The VRSCA V-Rod 
motorcycle, the first liquid-cooled 
production motorcycle in Company 
history, is introduced.

2003   - 
More than 
250,000 
people 
come to 
Milwaukee 
for the 
final stop of the Open Road Tour 
and the Harley-Davidson 100th 
Anniversary Celebration and Party.

2008   - The Harley-Davidson 
Museum opens to the public.


