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The giant stainless steel bra that you'll soon see on a London street  (Image: Gazelli Art House)

Giant statues of a bra and corset are coming to Soho - even though they were branded "sexist".

The two 8ft tall, stainless steel artworks will be placed in Golden Square gardens near Piccadilly Circus.

Designed by Kalliopi Lemos from the Gazelli Art House in Mayfair, the pieces will be part of this year’s

City of Sculpture programme, where dozens of unique artworks pop up in central London.

But the statues drew criticism from residents group the Soho Society.

Their members said: "This proposal is presenting an image of Soho that is dated and sexist."
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But they earned the affection of Westminster councillors, who gave them planning permission on

Tuesday, May 28.

Councillor Matt Noble said: "Public art is there to be challenging… I don’t agree that it’s sexist, and I don’t

believe we should scrub the area of its history".

This 8ft corset is coming, too (Image: Gazelli Art House)
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Councillor Robert Rigby called the statues "exciting" and praised Ms Lemos’ "great track record".

READ MORE

Thousands fight to stop Soho's iconic nudist-friendly Coach & Horses pub being taken over

Kalliopi Lemos is the designer behind the giant underwear (Image: Copyright Unknown)
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The City of Sculptures programme, run by Westminster Council, is now in its eighth year and sees

artworks submitted by private galleries and erected for six months.

Visit www.westminster.gov.uk/city-sculpture to see a list of other art installations and sculptures

coming to London this summer.

A giant stiletto, also by Ms Lemos, was also exhibited in Golden Square in 2016.

Remember Kalliopi Lemos' Stiletto Heel? (Image: Gazelli Art House)
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In previous editions of City of Sculptures, Golden Square has also been location for:

Get WhatsApp news alerts to your phone

We've set up a new WhatsApp group so you can receive the latest London headlines straight to

your phone.

To receive one message a day with the main headlines, as well as breaking news alerts, send one

of the following to 07900 342671 on WhatsApp, depending on where you want to receive news

from:

The Fire Walker by William Kentridge, 2015

Two classical torsos by Josie Spencer, 2016

Ship of Fools by Paul McCarthy, 2011

The conversion of St Paul by Bruce Denny, 2011
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Then add the number to your phone contacts book as 'MyLondon'. You must do this or you will

not receive the messages.

You will receive one message a day. You can reply with the word STOP at any time.

Your phone number won't be shared with other members of the group.
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