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Dear Friends,
The tragic events over New Year in Duffield
have affected all of us. We are very con-
scious of the impact of these events on
immediate family, on close friends, but also
on the wider community, and at St Alk-
mund’s we continue to pray for all those
affected. An event like this challenges us to
think hard about the world we live in, and
to reflect again on the things in which we
put our confidence.

As we do that, let me share with you a
passage from Matthew’s gospel, which is all
about confidence. It begins with a
centurion—a Roman officer—seeking help
from Jesus. His servant is ill, and he would
like Jesus to heal him (Matthew chapter 8,
verses 5 to 6). Jesus asks a provocative
question: shall he come and heal a Gentile,
one of those occupying the land and
oppressing the people? (verse 7). Look at
the centurion’s answer:

But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am not
worthy to have you come under my roof, but
only say the word, and my servant will be
healed. For I too am a man under authority,
with soldiers under me. And I say to one,
'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,'
and he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,'
and he does it."  (Matthew chapter 8 verses
8 and 9)

The centurion understands two things.
He understands authority. He understands

what it means to be able to tell others what
to do, and expect them to do it, and to be
told what to do, and to do it. He
understands that Jesus has authority, the
authority to heal the servant, with just a
word. He has confidence in Jesus’ authority.

But the centurion also understands
humility. He knows he is not worthy to
have anything from Jesus. But that doesn’t
undermine his confidence, because he still
trusts in Jesus’ ability, and in Jesus’ mercy
and compassion.

This faith in Jesus causes Jesus to marvel
(verse 10), and then to comment how the
kingdom of heaven will welcome people
from all nations with such faith (verses 11
and 12). The centurion gives us an example
of confident faith here: trusting in Jesus’
power and authority, and in his compassion
and mercy. We see how the passage ends:

And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it
be done for you as you have believed." And
the servant was healed at that very moment.
(Matthew 8 verse 13)

The centurion’s confidence in Jesus is
vindicated, as Jesus shows his power and
authority. In 2020 then, where do we find
confidence? In our morning services at St
Alkmund’s we are looking at Matthew
chapters 8 to 13 through to Easter. Do join
us as we continue to explore who Jesus is,
and why we can have confidence in him, in
an uncertain world.

I look forward to seeing you.

Yours in Christ,

The Vicar’s Letter

James Hughes
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SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY
8.00 am  Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel

 10.00 am Morning Service at St Alkmund’s—(Matthew 9:35–10:15)
 4.30 pm Holy Communion at St Paul’s (with refreshments from 4.00pm)

(Genesis 27:41–28:22)
 6.30 pm First Sunday Special at  St Alkmund’s (in Church)
  Meeting the Real Jesus: “Is Jesus Coming Back?”

SUNDAY 9th FEBRUARY
 10.00 am Morning Service at St Alkmund’s—(Matthew 10:16–25)
 4.30 pm Afternoon Service at St Paul’s (with refreshments from 4.00pm)

(Genesis 29:1–30)
 6.30 pm Holy Communion at St Alkmund’s—(Deuteronomy 34)

SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY
8.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel

 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Alkmund’s—(Graeme Innes)
 4.30 pm Afternoon Service at St Paul’s (with refreshments from 4.00pm)

(Genesis 29:31–30:24)
6.30 pm Evening Service at St Alkmund’s—(1 Cor. 15:1–11). Innes Family coming

SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY
 10.00 am Morning Service at St Alkmund’s—(Matthew 10:26-42)
 4.30 pm Afternoon Service at St Paul’s (with refreshments from 4.00pm)

(Genesis 30:25–43)
6.30 pm Holy Communion at St Alkmund’s—(1 Corinthians 15:12–34)

Regular Events:
Salt Café—Sunday 2nd, in church at 5.30pm. (For young people in school years 7–13).

Impact (school years 7–9)—Mondays (3rd, 10th & 24th), 7.00–8.30pm (See leaders for
venue).

Services & Events
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Ignition (school years 10–13)—Tuesdays (4th, 11st & 25th), 7.30–9.00pm (See leaders
for venue).

Morning Prayer—Tuesdays (4th, 11th & 25th) at 9.15am. Held in church for around
half an hour.

Prayer Meeting at St Alkmund’s—Wednesday 5th, at 7.30pm.
Ladies’ Bible Study—Wednesdays (12th & 26th), at 10.00am (Changed venue).
Men’s 5-a-Side Football (at Ecclesbourne School)—Tuesdays (4th, 11st & 25th),

at 8.00pm.
Growth Groups—Normally Wednesdays (12th & 26th) at 8.00pm, at various locations

(see leaders for details).
Men’s Group—Wednesday 19th, at 7.45pm.
Emma’s Lunchtime Concert—Wednesday 26th, at 1.00pm in church.

Special Events:
Oak Hill Event: Why Get Ordained in the Church of England? (In Church)—Saturday

1st February at 10.00am.
Life Explored Course at St Paul’s Church Hall—Thursdays (6th, 13th & 27th),

at 7.45pm.

Half Term Holiday: Mon Feb 17—Fri Feb 21  (No youth groups this week)

Did you know?
St Alkmund’s church has a presence on various social media platforms.

You can find us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, as follows:

St Alkmund’s Church Duffield

@StAlksDuffield

linkedin.com/company/st-alkmund

Do “like”, “follow”, or “link-up” with us on your preferred social media
site to receive regular updates about ongoing activities and events at

church!
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Expressions of Love

Hans Christian Andersen claimed that: ‘Just living is not enough … one must
have sunshine, freedom and a little flower.’ Henry Penn, a former president

of the Society of American Florists remarked: ‘There is nothing that you can’t say
with flowers—when you send flowers, it says everything.’ The days leading up
to and including Saint Valentine’s Day on February 14th are particularly busy for
a florist and provide a suitable occasion for people to show their ‘love’ for another
significant person. Whilst delivering flowers for RoseHips of Duffield some years
ago, I enjoyed the positive responses recipients gave and reflected on the value
of these acts of kindness. Paul the Apostle wrote two New Testament letters, or
epistles, to the Christian community that he had founded at Corinth, Greece, and
included his definition of love in 1 Corinthians chapter 13 verses 4 to 8: ‘Love is
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.’ Saint
Paul provides a useful reference for us to value in our lives whether the
consideration is made on Valentine’s Day or at any time of the year. I hope we
can all both give and receive expressions of love.

Paul Wiggins
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The big 30

The end of 2019 marked the end of my 20s, as the big 30
finally hit me in December. I just about managed to
avoid doing a classic Rachel-from-Friends scene and hide

away in my room all day; instead I spent the day with family
and friends. It turns out, turning 30 wasn’t as bad as I had
anticipated!

But one thing that has been playing on my mind since the
big 30 is the fact that I am now the same age that Jesus was
when he first started his ministry. When I think over the last
thirty years of my life—the adventures, the life lessons, the
mistakes, the triumphs, the highs and lows, it really strikes me how little we know of
Jesus’ first thirty years of his life. And yet, we know that he was as fully human as he
was fully God. He had a family whom he loved, friends and learning to do. He would
have had chores and responsibilities and a job (he was a carpenter). He would have
experienced the same highs and lows of life common to all people, and yet somehow,
at the same time he did this all without sin so that he could take the place of any sinner
who called on him as their saviour!

In the beginning of the Gospel of John, there is a line that always stops me in my
tracks—“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. The Son of God, the infinite
creator of the universe, stepped down from his glory to become flesh. He could have
appeared in a pillar of fire, or with thunder and lightening as he did in the Old
Testament, but this time he chose to come just like us. He would get tired, he would
ache, he would need to grow and learn to walk and live alongside other people. He
would feel pain and joy and need to eat and sleep and … poop!

We tend to mostly think about Jesus’ humanity around the time of Christmas. We
think of him as the little baby, so reliant on his mother and father. But God spent thirty
whole years dwelling among us before he started his public ministry. He chose to live
with us, as one of us for all that time. Why?

 Hebrews 4: 14–16 says “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathise with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

 He did it all so that we can know that he fully understands everything and anything
that we go through. God is not aloof, God does not lack care or understanding of what
you are going through, rather he offers you something even greater than thirty years
of human experience. He wants to walk through your life with you. He promises that
he will never forsake you when you put your trust in him.
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I don’t know what the future holds for me. But Jesus knew at the age of thirty that
he had three years left before he would hang on a cross and take the weight of my sin
on his shoulders. Whilst I start filling my mind with the thought of aging and life in
my thirties, Jesus had one consuming thought all those years ago—his love for us.

I mentioned that Jesus experienced the same highs and lows of life common to all
people, but he actually experienced so much more. I cannot even begin to imagine
what it would have been like to experience the things that Jesus was willing to go
through in order to be here for me. Because the truth is that whilst he was fully human,
he never stopped being God. He knew what would happen to him. He knew the cost
of becoming human. And yet he chose to become human for us. He chose to leave his
family and loved ones prematurely for us. He chose to be rejected and humiliated for
us. He chose to go to the cross for us. He chose to do it all for us.

What a marvellous thing to think upon!
Helen Hawley
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My teacher got really
angry with me about the
format of my essay – I
don’t think it was justified!
On leaving school in 1962 I began a five-
year apprenticeship in the printing in-
dustry, eventually qualifying, at the age
of twenty-one, as a journeyman com-
positor – a typesetter.

Before the advent of word processors, a
compositor composed type – that is, he
picked up each individual letter from a
type case, placed them in a typesetting
stick, to form a line of words separated
by spaces. Working to a page width –
measured in ems – when the compositor
had reached a point whereby there was
insufficient space left to fit in the next
word, he justified the line by either in-
creasing the spacing between each
word, bringing the line of type to the
page width, or by reducing the spacing in
order to fit in another word.

Thus, the printer’s definition of justifi-
cation is – to adjust a line of type to fill a
space, bringing it to full measure.

In spiritual terms, justification is God’s
declaration that the demands of His Law
have been fulfilled in the righteousness
of His Son.

The basis for this justification is the
death of Jesus. He has taken upon
himself, the punishment for our sin.
Jesus has paid the price for our justifi-
cation, and it is through our faith that
we can experience and enjoy His
righteousness.

Justification means that our lives can-
not merely have been adjusted, but
changed and brought to the full measure
of God’s righteousness, by the death
and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ
and by faith in Him.

In Romans, the Apostle Paul writes:
Therefore, since we have been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Michael Severn

A story about justification
A man took his Rolls-Royce to the con-
tinent for a holiday. While he was driv-
ing around Europe, the car broke down.
The man contacted the Rolls-Royce peo-
ple back in England. “I’m having trouble
with my car,’ he explained, ‘what do you
suggest I do?” Well, the Rolls-Royce people
flew a mechanic over to the continent;
the mechanic repaired the car then flew
back to England leaving the man to con-
tinue his holiday. The man then spent
the rest of his holiday wondering how
much it was going to cost him. When he
got back to England, he emailed the
Rolls-Royce people and asked how much
he owed them. He received a prompt
reply which read:

“Dear Sir: We have no record anywhere in
our files of anything having gone wrong with
your Rolls-Royce.”
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The Narnia Stories
by C.S. Lewis

Seventy years ago, in 1950, an Oxford
academic known for his scholarly

studies on Mediaeval and Renaissance
Literature and his Christian talks during
WW2, published a children’s story called
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,
which has been delighting children (and
adults) ever since, enhanced by Pauline
Baynes’s charming drawings. It was fol-
lowed by six others, issued once a year
until the concluding story The Last Battle in
1956. The books were written for chil-
dren, and the chapter length is well suited
to “a chapter a night” for bedtime reading.
They are also most suitable for parents to
read to their children: I remember with
pleasure reading the whole series to both
of my children.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is
the foundation for the series, introducing
the main characters for the first three
(published) books and developing the
magical parallel world of Narnia. The story
starts with four children evacuated from
London in 1940, to the house of an eccen-
tric professor. The youngest, Lucy, discov-
ers Narnia when she explores a wardrobe

during a game of hide and seek. She meets
a faun, Mr. Tumnus. Later, all the children
go to Narnia, where they discover that
Edward their brother has met the wicked
queen. The story develops as the good
Narnians and the children seek to triumph
over the wicked queen. The ruler of Nar-
nia is Aslan, a great Lion, who represents
Jesus. The conflict between good (Aslan)
and evil (the queen) is played out in a most
unexpected way. To say any more might
spoil the story …

In the next three books, the children,
and others, return to Narnia, and have
further adventures, all in the form of a
quest to help the people and creatures of
Narnia and its neighbouring countries,
Archenland and Calormen. The fifth book
The Horse and His Boy returns to the time
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of the first book, and is the only story to
take place entirely within the Narnian
world. A poor boy Shasta living in poverty
in Calormen escapes with a talking horse
called Bree, and they have many exciting
adventures with a posh girl Aravis and
another horse, Hwin, before they reach
Archenland and Bree discovers his true
destiny.

The final two (published) books cover
the Creation and End of Narnia. These
have strong links to the creation story
from the Bible (Genesis), and the new
world (Revelation).

A word on the order. Modern sets of
the books place the stories in chronologi-
cal order in Narnia. Older sets place them
in publication order, and scholars some-
times put them in the order in which they
were written—see Wikipedia for more
details!

C.S. Lewis became a Christian in his
early 30s, and gave a series of wartime
radio broadcasts about Christianity, which
were late published as Mere Christianity. In
the Narnia series many of the stories par-
allel Christian truths. From the children’s

point of view, the ideas of right and
wrong, following the right path, persisting
in the face of adversity, doing a difficult
task when easier options are more tempt-
ing and trusting in God (Aslan).

I would recommend these books, not
only for children, but also for adults both
new to the books and to others who read
them as children or with children. Can
you follow the Christian message through
the books?

The creation of Narnia is found in The
Magician’s Nephew. The beauty and majes-
ty of the new creation is tarnished by the
introduction of evil into the new world.
Two human children are sent to undo the
wrong that Digory (the Nephew) has
brought upon the new world, in an adven-
ture that invites strong parallels with Gen-
esis. The Chronicles of Narnia conclude
with The Last Battle. The opening words
“In the last days of Narnia…” foretell a
time of increasing conflict, culminating in
the end of the land of Narnia. But this is
not the end! The story continues beyond
the end into a new future, which
concludes with a beautiful description of
heaven.

The seven
stories make a
thrilling
adventure for
children—and
their parents.
But they also
challenge us to
think beyond the
immediate
stories into how
we live our lives.

Andrew Jackson

Dawn in the Desert in the style of Pauline Baynes

Courtesy of Duffield Craft Group at Duffield Library
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In the John Ryland University Library in Manchester, there is a famous and
fascinating ancient artefact which was discovered many years ago in Egypt and
was acquired and conserved by the library. It is a tiny fragment, measuring only

3.5 by 2.5 inches (8.9 by 6.0 cm) at its widest point, written in Greek on papyrus, a
reed which was found on the banks of the River Nile and formed into writing material.
It was identified in 1935. The writing is on both sides of the papyrus and depicts five
verses from the Gospel of the Apostle John. From the handwriting, the dating of the
fragment is approximately AD 200, and it is believed to be the earliest surviving
fragment of the New Testament ever found. A more accurate carbon-dating is not
possible because the necessary procedure would most likely damage or destroy the
papyrus fragment.

I visited the Rylands Library recently, having always wanted to view this amazing
little thing! It stands alone in a large glass case under restricted lighting, together with
what is the most extensive and wide-ranging papyrus collection in Britain.

The Bible verses written on the fragment are from John chapter 18, and feature the
trial of Jesus Christ before the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, just before the
crucifixion. The curious dialogue between them concerns Jesus’s identity and his claim
to be the ultimate truth. The verse that struck me when I compared the fragment with
our English Bible, has the challenging words of Jesus: “Everyone on the side of truth
listen to me.” A tremendous claim for Jesus to make! Maybe they are very significant
words for today’s culture, with its mixed and confused ideas and ideologies.

So, just a few precious words from an ancient fragment of Scripture, which remind
us of the One who claimed to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life; the One who can
still transform our lives today.

Faith Hanson

A few precious words…
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Alkmund is enjoying
getting into his new
year’s resolution of
getting outdoors
more, so here he is
somewhere in the
great outside! But can
you work out where
he is?

Further Adventures of Alkmund the Bear
In other Bear news, Alkmund was visited by his nephew Ferido, who travelled
all the way from Peru to come visit him last week. The two had a wonderful time
catching up, and between them, we reckon they got through ten whole pots of
chocolate spread! They also enjoyed watch-
ing their distant relative’s new movie,
Paddington 2, with their host family.

 Here’s a picture of the two of them;
there’s a clear family resemblance don’t you
think?

#wheresthebear?

Where’s the Bear?
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Our Stained Glass Windows

S itting in the Nave of our church looking east we see the large
stained glass east window depicting Christ crucified, with Mary
his mother and John the Baptist on his right and John ‘whom he

loved’ and Mary Magdalene on his left hand. Above are symbols of the
crucifixion: nails, dice, scourge and the crown of thorns, together with
supervisory angels. All this ‘In honour of the Holy Passion of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and in memory of Francis Calvert Gillett, who entered into
rest 25th June 1895 Mary Susanna his widow dedicates this window.’

Charles Eamer Kempe (1837–
1907) was born at Ovingdean
Hall, West Sussex. He had illus-
trious ancestors; his grandfather
was Lord Mayor of London.
Kempe was educated at Pem-
broke College, Oxford where he
first thought of entering the
ministry but was deterred
because of a stammer. He was
able to study architecture under
one of the leading church archi-
tects of the day, GF Bodley, and
there grew his sense of medi-
eval design and a keen interest
in stained glass.

In 1866 he started his own busi-
ness in London. Kempe Studios
began by supplying vestments,
stained glass, and church fur-
nishings. The studio was aGethsemane
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success and enjoyed continual growth throughout the late Victorian
period, so much so that at one time he employed 100 people engaged in
design and the beautiful draughtsmanship for which they were famous.

Kempe decided to use a trademark and chose a single
wheatsheaf derived from his family crest containing three
wheatsheaves or garbs in heraldic terms. There is one in
our window which you may enjoy looking for. His other
‘trademark’ is an angel with wings of peacock feathers
and there are quite a few of those.

Having appreciated the main east window, please do go up into the
Chancel and look at the beautiful set of three windows depicting the
way of the Cross from Gethsemane through the trials to Jesus bearing

his cross to Golgotha.
M & D Taulbut

Pilate washes his hands Jesus bears his cross



18   Duff ield  Par ish  Magaz ine

2 Minute Guide to the New Testament—
Philippians

Iwonder if you’ve ever tried to sit down and work out what it is that motivates
you. Is it money—or more likely, what you’ll be able to do with it—is it prestige
or honour? Is it caring for the family?  Perhaps it is a combination of these things.

We’ve been looking in these 2 minute New Testament articles at Paul’s letters for a
while now, and so I think we’ve got a bit of an idea of what Paul is like. And here in
Philippians, we get to see what motivates Paul:

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians chapter 1, verse 21)

Paul is motivated by his desire to live for Christ. Which is even more remarkable when
you realise that Paul was a prisoner, probably in Rome, because he followed Christ.
Following Christ had got Paul into trouble—and yet he can still give thanks for the
Philippians—the Christians in Philippi—and urge them to keep following Christ,
even if it meant suffering for him (chapter 1).

Does this just mean that Paul is a bit of a blinkered fool? One of those religious nuts
that you meet occasionally, a few sandwiches short of a picnic? No. It does mean
however that Paul had understood what Christ had done for him. In chapter 2, we
see why Paul is motivated to live for Christ—as he reminds his readers of what Christ
has done:

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped… he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!
(Philippians chapter 2, verses 6 to 8)

It is the fact that the Lord of the universe, God himself, came to earth and became a
man, and died on the cross. That is what motivates Paul to live for Christ. And he
wants his readers to do the same. He wants them to keep going as followers of Christ
—like Timothy and Epaphroditus (Chapter 2). He wants them to focus on following



February  2020   19

Christ, not on external rites like circumcision (Chapter 3). He wants them to rejoice
in the Lord, and look to the Lord for guidance and with their requests (Chapter 4).

Paul’s motivation is to follow Christ, to live for Christ, and so he can face hardships
and prison, and can encourage others to do the same, because he knows that Christ
is worth following—Christ died for the things that we have done wrong. And Paul
also knows, and wants us to know, that Christ not only died, but has also been raised
again, and is seated in heaven—he is the Lord, and so he should be worshipped:

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place…that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians chapter 2, verses 9 to
11)

Paul knows what motivates him. He might ask us what motivates us—and he would
certainly encourage us to live our lives as followers of Christ, to live for Christ.

James Hughes
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We had an “invite your parents along
to youth
group”
Christmas
Party at
which we
played a
very
competitive
game of
Sack or
Steal—here
is everyone
with their
winnings!

Youth and Children
I know that Christmas now feels like a long distant past for most of us as we trudge our
way through February, but I have found myself time and again returning to the lovely
memories that were made over the festive season. I couldn’t resist sharing some of
these memories with you in pictures, to brighten up the February blues!

One of my favourite services is the
Christingle service (not just because
there are sweets involved!) but it is just
such a lovely sight seeing families
huddled together with their Christingles.

We have some talented musicians at
Ignition; here are three of them serenad-
ing us with 3-part carols at the
beginning of one of our evenings
together in December.
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Finally, I got to enjoy time spent with some other locally based Youth and Children’s
leaders from around Derbyshire, as we looked back on a year of the joys of church
work, and look forward to another!

Helen Hawley

We had such fun this year at our
nativity service, even some of our youth
helped out!

Mary and Joseph enjoying the nativity
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Not always straightforward…

Photo: I. Robinson

When introducing myself, there are four stages which raise eyebrows. Firstly,
my course—I do English Literature and Creative Writing, which is not only
a mouthful but perhaps one of the least respected courses on campus

(Warwick is a STEM dominated University—who knew?). But I hold my own, and
am now used to gearing up for a defence as soon as the question is asked. Secondly,
that I’m a Christian—often met by a vague belief in God, a relation of Catholic
upbringing, or uncomfortable silence; later comes the realisation that I’m one of those
Christians who ‘actually believe something’, at which I have to resist the urge to say
‘is there any other kind?’. But my favourite, and the last one to come out, is that I’m
a Vicar’s daughter, which garners a wide range of reactions from ‘not surprising’ to
subtle fear, all of which I enjoy immensely.

It's difficult to have expectations when you don’t have any experiences to draw on,
but somehow University still baffled them. I knew I’d love my course, but I didn’t
know how freeing it would be to finally be studying because you want to, not because
you’re afraid. I knew I’d be meeting new people, but I didn’t expect to change them
as they’ve changed me. I knew this would be the time to own my faith for myself, but
I didn’t know everything that it would mean.

Life at University isn’t always straightforward. The first few weeks were full of new
people, all of whom I couldn’t possibly please, and most of whose names I forgot.
One notable encounter lasted six hours, and has never been repeated. I’ve had to hand
in my writing (read: my heart and soul) to be marked for the first time, and write
academic essays without the obsessive guidance available at A level. I’m surrounded
by the culture of our generation, which expects and holds values I cannot; I’ve sat
through visiting speakers telling me that University was created to destroy religion
and treating the Bible as a joke. But my first few months at University have been
overwhelmingly full of joys, and I’m becoming more aware of how gracious God has
been to me in that.

Where I expected derision and judgement for my faith, I’ve been met by respect, and
sometimes, interest. There are more opportunities than ever to tell others about what
I believe, the best of these ‘hot choc’, which involves staying up till 3am and handing
out hot chocolate to drunk people (believe it or not, a highlight of the week). I can
casually tell my flatmates that I’m going to church and they’ll reply ‘of course’; I can

Having recently commenced her studies at Warwick, Sarah Hughes
reflects on living University life as a Christian—and a Vicar’s daughter—
and on handing out hot chocolate at 3am …
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discuss the Reformation and the Bible in English seminars and be completely on topic;
I can be accountable to my Christian friends and share in the challenges of a Christian
life. The Christian Union at Warwick is thriving and welcoming, always putting on
evangelistic and discipleship events, and I’m sure there are weeks in which I’ve spent
nearly as much time with the CU as I have in lectures and seminars; something likely
to be repeated when we hold our ‘events week’, which I’m told is one of the highlights
of the year. I was apprehensive that no longer living in a Christian household would
be isolating, but the Christian friendships I’ve made have been a real source of
encouragement and support.

As I look around the University, I see so many who are struggling to find their purpose
and their identity, taking courses because of others or forcing themselves to ‘live their
best lives’ every week. I am so grateful to be settled, not only in my course but in my
faith; I can only hope that they may see that in me, and search for the life which offers
so much more.  �

Music at Duffield presents

Tom Corfield
(Organ)

Saturday 8 Feb. 2020,
at 7.30pm

ST MATTHEW’S
CHURCH, Church Lane,

Darley Abbey,
Derby DE22 1EF

PROGRAMME

Langlais  Incantation pour un jour saint
Mendelssohn  Sonata No. 4 in B flat
Howells  Master Tallis’s Testament
Bach  Passacaglia, BWV 582 Franck Choral No. 1
Liddle  Skye Boat Song Vierne Final (Symphony No. 2)

Tom Corfield was educated at the Royal Academy of Music
and the University of East Anglia, where he was the organ
scholar of Norwich Cathedral. There followed four years as
sub-organist of Leeds Parish Church, and a period of post-
graduate study before his move to Derby, where from 1985
to 2016 he was Assistant Organist at the Cathedral.
He teaches for the Open University and is a rehearsal
accompanist for the Derby Bach Choir.

Ticket prices: Adult £15, Concession £14, Student £7
Individual tickets are available at the door or from Caroline
Morgan (Tel: 07977 091171) and also online at
www.musicatduffield.com
For further details about Music at Duffield and future
concerts please visit our website www.musicatduffield.com

Men’s 5-a-Side Football
Tuesdays at Ecclesbourne

School at 8.00pm
This month: 4, 11 & 25 Feb.
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‘Monday to Friday Living’

In this article, Phil O’Brien reflects on being a Christian and
how he lives out his faith.

I have always thought of myself as a
Christian, but only learned about 20
years ago, through the excellent

teaching at St Alkmund’s, what that really
means. I then faced up to the fact that I
was kidding myself until then. I had been a
churchgoer as a very young child and from
age 9, when I joined a choir, went to
church twice a week for practice (we
were very good) and twice on Sunday—
sung Eucharist in the morning and choral
evensong at night. When I wasn’t in the
Anglican church singing, I was at Roman
Catholic Mass, with my Dad—it was
complicated being the child of a mixed
marriage!!

When my voice broke at 16 I became a
typical teenager and lapsed from church
attendance, though I still did Midnight
Mass and Easter Sunday out of a sense of
obligation. When I went to sea in 1980, as
the most junior officer on Sea Princess I
read the first lesson at the carol service on
Christmas Eve—very odd being in broad
daylight and with a temperature well in
the 80s, as we were in the South Pacific.

When I left the sea in 1984, I joined Derby
City Council, working in the Mayor’s
Office, beginning a long and enjoyable
relationship with Derby Cathedral. I
planned set piece events with Deans and
Canon Precentors and had my own pew,
immediately behind the Mayor. I have

twice sung the
National Anthem
whilst looking
directly across the
aisle at Her Majesty, who was in
attendance—a surreal experience.

Working in the public sector does not
always sit well with professing one’s faith.
The atmosphere is (quite properly) geared
to the wide range of communities who are
all strongly represented in the diverse
City of Derby. Indeed, I worked very
closely with Mayors from the Sikh, Hindu
and Muslim faiths, so learned a good deal
about the traditions of those communi-
ties. What became apparent was that
Christianity is held in high regard by all of
these faith communities.

In 2007 the incoming Mayor openly
professed his Christian faith at his
installation ceremony and I helped craft
his speech. He pledged to be guided by
two publications: the Council Constitu-
tion (compulsory) and The Bible—the
latter being a much more inspiring read!
He used a secular and biblical quote to set
out principles for the year—one para-
phrased President Kennedy, ‘ask not what
your city can do for you, but what you can
do for your city’, whilst the other was
from Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45—
along the lines of ‘I am here not to be
served, but to serve’—though I should
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point out that the Mayor made no claim to
be the Son of Man!

The year had its highs and lows, but an
enduring legacy is the work we did to
create a Christian Fellowship for elected
Members and council employees. The
Mayor’s Chaplaincy team prayed around
the building perimeter and had prayer
sessions before key meetings. Commu-
nion was taken in The Parlour, for what I
think is the only time in its history, and the
Mayor had regular sit-downs with a
Chaplain to discuss events and issues.

A Mayoral term lasts for just twelve
months, but I am so grateful that the
employee Christian Fellowship continues
to meet monthly some twelve years on. I
was convener of the group, booking a
room and e-mailing all participants each
month, until I retired almost five years
ago, but I ensured I had a successor in
place before I left, who undertakes that
role to this day. There are around 35
active members and we see 10–20 at each
meeting on the first Tuesday of the
month. I still attend whenever I can.

The Fellowship is properly recognised by
the Council, as an Employee Network,

along with other groups such as the BME,
Disabled and LGBTQ+ networks. In a
further development the Council has
instigated a workplace Chaplaincy Service,
provided by the Derby City Centre
Chaplaincy and they have a regular
presence in the Council House.

Returning to Mark’s Gospel—this time
chapter 4, perhaps the election of that
Mayor was a little like the sower of
seeds—we are told ‘other seeds fell into
the good soil, and as they grew up and
increased, they yielded a crop and
produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.’
There is no room for complacency or
arrogance, but I am pleased to have played
a part in this small success.

In retirement I have time to be Treasurer
of the Duffield branch of Christian Aid, I
am able to attend some of the excellent
courses run by the church, sing (after a
fashion) in the church music group,
volunteer for a monthly community lunch
at Emmanuel Church and most recently to
join the key-holding team at St Alkmund’s,
to give a little time back to the place that
has been so important in the development
of my faith.  �

R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING

MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION
• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •

• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •

• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883  MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby

CALL FOR
FREE

QUOTE
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Why bother with church?

I t’s a reasonable question—and one that
even those who’d consider themselves

Christians have maybe asked on occasion;
it’s perhaps an even more pertinent ques-
tion these days, faced as we are with ever-
increasing options (and ever-increasing
demands) as to how we spend our leisure
time. And if you’re not a churchgoer, you
may well have various objections in re-
spect of church—“dull!”; “boring!”; “irrele-
vant!”; “I’m not the ‘religious’ type”—and so
on and so forth. In this article, I’d like to
briefly set out why Christians see attend-
ing church as important—and why church
may not be like how you might think it
is…

The Bible is filled with examples of Chris-
tian believers meeting regularly together
and exhortations to keep on doing so. For
example Hebrews chapter 10, verses 24–
25 says: “…let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, not neglect-
ing to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another…”.

We meet as Christians Sunday by Sunday
to grow in our faith and to learn together,
specifically to learn from the Bible, which
Christians believe to be God’s inspired
word. Teaching from the Bible is central
to our Sunday services at St Alkmund’s;
whether we come as longstanding Chris-
tians, new believers or those simply want-
ing to investigate and find out more, we all
need to regularly hear the ‘good news’ of
the Gospel—what God’s done for us

through Jesus and His death and resurrec-
tion, in order that we can be reconciled
with God to have a restored relationship
with him and what that means for our
lives.

As well as a place to keep on learning and
growing in faith, we also meet at church to
build each other up; to encourage, sup-
port and spur one another on as we seek
to live as Christians and face the many
challenges life brings. And, whereas many
other walks of life, such as school or
work, can often be comprised of a broadly
similar demographic, a church community
is perhaps relatively unusual in having a
very wide range of ages and backgrounds.
From “the enthusiasm of youth” to “the wis-
dom of the old” (and more or less every-
thing in between!) it’s a community rich
with people who one perhaps wouldn’t
otherwise even have the opportunity to
meet, never mind make friends with.

1. Christians are called to be part of
a church community

2.   A church community meet to
encourage one another
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A church certainly isn’t full of ‘uber-
religious’, ‘holier-than-thou’ types; at St
Alkmund’s we’re just ordinary people
from all walks of life who have heard the
good news of the Gospel of Jesus and are
seeking to follow Him as we live our lives
day by day. And, like everyone, sometimes
(alright, often!) we mess up and do the
wrong thing—what the Bible calls ‘sin’—as
we all rub along together. Nor is there a
need to sport one’s “Sunday Best”; it’s all
fairly casual (hey, the Vicar doesn’t even
wear a dog-collar!). There’s certainly no
‘dress code’, no seating plan and absolute-
ly no expectations that you must be
completely au-fait with all the words to all
the hymns, or whatever.

One Friday, a good mate needed me to
give him a lift back from work in Derby to
where we both live in Belper. I said I’d be
more than happy to, as long as he didn’t
mind helping me drop some equipment

into St Alkmund’s en-route. “What sort of
equipment?” enquired my friend. “Oh, just
the church’s bass and lead guitar amplifi-
ers”, I replied (having had to take them
away for repairs or something). “Guitar
amplifiers?! In church?!” exclaimed my
friend in disbelief. “But, but…” he splut-
tered, miming rather stilted singing from
an imaginary dusty hymnal, “…I thought
church music was all ‘Songs of Praise’?!”
(When we walked into St A’s, my friend
nearly had a seizure upon seeing the
church additionally had a drum kit).

Of course, we do sing and cherish many
fantastic old hymns at St Alkmund’s, but
it’s certainly not all Songs of Praise (and
come to that, neither is said TV pro-
gramme all “hymns & hats” nowadays!).
Once a month we have a seminar-style
‘First Sunday Special’ service in the hall
and sometimes our young people put on a
drama, too.

Why not come along and see us to find
out for yourself? You’re very welcome to
join us any time.

James Rollin

•   TV Aerial repairs and installations
•   FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
•   FREESAT installations
•   SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

•   Additional points and telephone points installed

Call Paul today for a
free estimate

TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES

4.  And it’s not all “Hymns & Hats”!

3.   The church community isn’t
“religious”



BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired.  843756.

PLUMB-RITE SERVICES LTD (M. D. Moore, AIP, RP), Registered Plumber & Heating Engineer.
24-hour Service.  552485.  Mobile: 07966 162145.

M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC.  Est. 1989.  Tel. 07976 684931.

WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs.  01332 556593/ 07790 344881.

PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.

D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting.  Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates.  01773 748062.

TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. Walk-ins Welcome. No appointment necessary.
841632.

HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents).  Tel. (01332) 880698.

DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.

CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses.  843032.

R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING.  For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 /07905 364694.

SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.

GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.

CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service  tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.

MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call  01332 841753.

ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.

THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.

PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com

LAVELLE PLASTERING SERVICES. Little Eaton-based domestic plastering. Free estimates &
competitive prices. 0748387070/ lavelleplastering@gmail.com.

DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS


