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Holiday Cottage ‘Yoredale’, Gayle, Hawes – Wensleydale
Accommodation for 5 – 1 Double, 1 Twin, 1 Single Room

Keep well dusted.
Take advice about cleaning marbles.
Consult your architect.

Wifi and Smart TV. Two small, enclosed gardens. One well-behaved dog welcome.
Walks straights from the Cottage door, including access to the Pennine Way.
Hawes – Pubs, Gift shops, Museum, and the World Famous Wensleydale Creamery.

Please email or tel. Gail for a brochure: gailbarlow@barlowproperty.com 07774 824 161

CALL FOR
FREE
QUOTE

R& R
PLUMBING AND HEATING
MAINTENANCE – REPAIR – INSTALLATION

TEL: 01332 554883 MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby
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In Appreciation of Church Cleaners
We continue our short series of extracts, in words and images, taken from Handle
With Prayer: A Church Cleaner’s Notebook by Graham Jeffery.

The Vicar’s Letter
be remembering both the joys and
sorrows of Mothering Sunday.

Brasses

Dear Friends,

Do not polish mediaeval brass.
More recent brass can be polished,
but beware of leaving polish on surrounding walls.

At the end of this month we will be
celebrating Mother’s Day—or
Mothering Sunday. It is of course the
day when we give thanks for our
mothers. Sometimes that involves a
card and flowers, or perhaps even a
present and a meal out—sometimes
we give thanks for those we have lost.
Either way, it is good for us to do this,
and to remember the good things that
we have received.
Of course, at the same time we
recognise that Mother’s Day is not
always easy for everybody. Some
people have not benefited from a close
relationship with their mother; others
have had their desire to be mothers
thwarted by circumstance and
sorrowful events. For those who lost
their mother at a young age, or who
have lost a child, Mothering Sunday
can be hard, and we will all know of
some for whom this day, perhaps
particularly this year, will be very
challenging.

Some of the traditions around
Mothering Sunday are often forgotten;
how it was a time for visiting one’s
mother church, where you were
baptised, and then, later, a time for
domestic servants to return to their
families, and to go to church together.
Although those traditions lapsed, and
some of the modern impetus to the
day has commercial elements, there is
still great value in taking the
opportunity to ‘return to our roots’, to
gather together with family, and to
take stock.
Perhaps this year you might like to
take the opportunity to return to your
roots here at St Alkmund’s, perhaps a
place you went to as a child, or you
were baptised here or married here.
Whatever your family situation, and
whatever your previous connections
to the church, you are welcome to join
our family here as we give thanks to
our heavenly Father for the gift of
motherhood.
I look forward to seeing you.
Yours in Christ,

As we gather together on the 31st
March in our morning service, we will
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March

2018

SUNDAY 3rd MARCH
8.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel
10.00 am Morning Service
“Prayer and Fasting”—Matthew 6:1–18
6.30 pm First Sunday Special: in the Church Hall
“Modern Idols: Family”—Matthew 12:46–50

MONDAY 4th MARCH
2.00 pm Songs of Praise
Half-hour service, followed by tea/coffee/cake

SUNDAY 10th MARCH
8.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel
10.00 am Morning Service
“Treasure in Heaven”—Matthew 6:19–24
6.30 pm Holy Communion
“The Divine Warrior”—Nahum 1:1–2:2

SUNDAY 17th MARCH
8.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel
10.00 am Holy Communion
“Worry”—Matthew 6:25–34
6.30 pm Evening Service
“The Destruction of Nineveh”—Nahum 2:3–13

SUNDAY 24th MARCH
8.00 am Holy Communion at St Alkmund’s
10.00 am Morning Service
“Judge Not”—Matthew 7:1–6
6.30 pm Holy Communion
“Woe to Nineveh”—Nahum 3
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Mothering Sunday

SUNDAY 31st MARCH
8.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Chapel
10.00 am Morning Service
“Asking and Entering”—Matthew 7:7–14
6.30 pm Evening Service
Joint DCC service

Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday
of Lent. Although it's often called Mothers'
Day it has no connection with the American
festival of that name.
Traditionally, it was a day when children,
mainly daughters, who had gone to work as
domestic servants, were given a day off to
visit their mother and family.
Today it is a day when children give
presents, flowers, and home-made cards to
their mothers.

Regular Events:
Salt Café—Sunday 3rd, in the Church Hall at 5.30pm. (For young people in school
years 7–13)

Songs of Praise—Monday 4th, in the Church Hall at 2.00pm. (Half-hour service,
followed by tea/coffee/cake)

History of Mothering
Sunday
Most Sundays in the year churchgoers in
England worship at their nearest parish or
'daughter church'.
Centuries ago it was considered important for people to return to their home
or 'mother' church once a year. So each
year in the middle of Lent, everyone would
visit their 'mother' church—the main church
or cathedral of the area.
Inevitably the return to the 'mother'
church became an occasion for family reunions when children who were working
away returned home. (It was quite common
in those days for children to leave home for
work once they were ten years old.)

Babes ’n’ Bouncers—Mondays (4th, 11th, 18th & 25th) , 10–11.30am in the hall.
Impact (school years 7–9)—Mondays (4th, 11th, 18th & 25th), 7–8.30pm in the hall.
Ignition (school years 10–13)—Tuesdays (5th, 12th, 19th & 26th), 7.30–9.00pm in the
hall.

And most historians think that it was the
return to the 'Mother' church which led to
the tradition of children, particularly those
working as domestic servants, or as apprentices, being given the day off to visit their
mother and family.
As they walked along the country lanes,
children would pick wild flowers or violets
to take to church or give to their mother as
a small gift.

Morning Prayer—Tuesdays (5th, 12th, 19th & 26th) at 9.15am. Held in church for
around half an hour.

Prayer Meeting—Wednesday 6th, at 8.00pm in the hall.
Ladies’ Bible Study & Lunch—Wednesdays (13th & 27th),
at 10.00am in the hall.
Men’s 5-a-Side Football (at Ecclesbourne School)—Tuesdays (5th, 12th, 19th & 26th)
at 8.00pm.
Tea, Cake & Chat—Monday 18th, 2.00–3.30pm in the hall. Monthly get together on
the third Monday of the month.
Growth Groups—Normally Wednesdays (13th & 27th), at 8.00pm, at various
locations (see leaders for details).
Emma’s Lunchtime Concert in church—Wednesday 20th
at 1.00pm.
Men’s Group Meeting—Wednesday 20th, at 8.00pm in the hall.

● TV Aerial repairs and installations
● FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
● FREESAT installations
● SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE
● Additional points and telephone points installed
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Call Paul today for a
free estimate
TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

Special Events:
Christian Aid Pie & Quiz Night—Friday 1st in the Church Hall.
Church Course: “The Way, The Truth & The Life—Thursday 7th, 10.00am or 7.30pm
in the Church Hall. [Final Session]
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Men’s 5-a-Side Football
Tuesdays at Ecclesbourne
School at 8.00pm
This month:
5th, 12th, 18th & 26th March

Wedding Choir
available
Duffield Singers could help make
your day special. Please contact:

www.duffieldsingers.org

Parishioners of St Alkmund’s and Duffield residents have supported provision for
the homeless by supporting coffee mornings, lunchtime meals and evening events.
It is indicative of their compassion that much money has been raised. However,
today homelessness is rising fastest in Yorkshire, the Humber and the Midlands.
Shelter have revealed that the overall number of homeless people increased by
13,000 in the past year, so today about 330,000 people, or one person in 200, is
in temporary accommodation or sleeping rough. This rise is a result, say Shelter,
of a “perfect storm” of rising rents, welfare cuts and a lack of social housing. Areas
that have industrial heritage, a low standard of living and low wages are among
the worst hit, particularly when housing benefit is needed to cover rent. In our
prayers we can hope that the government’s rough sleeping strategy for rough
sleeping to be eradicated by 2027 will be realised. Bernadette Farrell’s hymn
Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness suggests our support for the
homeless evokes the true ‘light’ Christ made for us.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make up your building, sheltering others,
Walls made of living stone.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Item forwarded by Paul Wiggins

The Weston Centre, Tamworth Street, Duffield

6 DUFFIELD PARISH MAGAZINE

DUFFIELD PARISH MAGAZINE 7

