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Overview
for

teachers

I should begin at the beginning, I know that. But the trouble is 
that I don’t know the beginning.  I wish I did.  



Context

About the author
Born in 1943, in his own words he states he is “...oldish, married with three children, and a 
grandfather six times over.”  After studying English and French at University he became a primary 
school teacher and discovered the joy of storytelling, not only for the children but for himself.  
He has since gone on to write over one hundred books for children and was Children’s Laureate 
between 2003 and 2005. 

Along with his wife, Clare, he set up Farms for City Children in 1976 with the aim of offering 
children from inner city areas an experience of the countryside. 85,000 children have taken part in 
the scheme and the charity now has three farms in Devon, Gloucestershire and Wales.

Alone on a Wide Wide Sea was inspired by the many heartbreaking accounts of former child 
migrants who were sent to the British Colonies of Australia, Canada and New Zealand between 
1947 and 1967.  

What’s the story about?
Part One
In an attempt to define himself, sixty-five-year-old Arthur Hobson recounts the story of his life and 
begins with his earliest memory.  As a six-year-old orphan, he is separated from his sister Kitty and 
shipped to Australia – his only reminder of her is a key she gave him.  The voyage is terrible for 
Arthur.  He suffers badly from sea-sickness, is bullied and feels very alone.  To help him feel better 
he sings London Bridge is Falling Down, though he is unaware why the rhyme has such a soothing 
effect upon him.  However, all is not without hope and during the journey meets Marty, a slightly 
older boy, and the two become firm friends.

On arrival in Australia, he and Marty are sent to work on a sheep-station cruelly run by ‘Piggy’ 
Bacon, a religious zealot.  Unable to endure and witness the sadistic brutality any longer, Arthur 
and Marty successfully escape and are taken in by kindly Aunty Megs who runs a farm and 
rehabilitates wild animals. For the first time they experience a happy childhood, but when the 
boys turn into young men she realises that she too must let them go so she sends them to be 
boat-building apprentices in Sydney.  

The two enjoy and are good at their work, but after Marty gets wrongly arrested for burning down 
the boatyard, things fall apart.  Marty becomes withdrawn and, after a drinking binge, drowns in the 
sea.  Soon after, Aunty Megs dies and Arthur finds himself once more alone in the world.  Trying 
to earn money, he becomes a trawler man, but appalled by the unnecessary suffering inflicted upon 
the sea mammals, he leaves and joins the navy instead.  He witnesses further horrors when he is 
sent to fight in the Vietnam War and another layer of guilt and despair forms in his soul.  For the 
next fifteen years his life is a haze as he drifts from job to job, begins gambling and drinking, all 
the time plunging ever deeper into depression.  Hospitalised after a suicide attempt, he finally feels 
he has something to live for after falling in love with his nurse, Zita.

Eventually, Arthur and Zita marry and have a daughter, Alexis – or Allie as Arthur preferred to 
call her.  Finally, Arthur has a family and is no longer alone.  He goes to work with Zita’s father 
who owns a shipbuilding business and begins making a series of boats, Kitty I, II, III and finally 
IV which is the boat Arthur and Allie intended to sail to England to look for his sister, Kitty.  
Unfortunately, Arthur is diagnosed with a brain tumour prompting him to write his story, which 
Allie types up, in the hope that he will live on.  
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Part Two

Allie tells her story of how she sailed to England single-handedly after her father’s death.  The 
voyage is long and not without event and despair, but it brings the rewards she was hoping for.  
During the voyage she made contact with an American astronaut, who, on returning to earth, related 
Allie’s story on national television.  As a result, Kitty is found and when Allie eventually makes it 
to England she is joined by her family, the astronaut and Kitty.  Kitty tells Allie her story of how 
hers and Arthurs’ parents were killed by a bomb during the Second World War and of how she was 
shipped to Canada and adopted by a loving family.  She then produced a musical box which Arthur’s 
key fits and after a few turns of the key begins playing London Bridge is Falling Down.  Allie then 
begins to read to Kitty her father’s story.  

Themes to look out for
• Importance of identity

• Importance of family 

• Loneliness 

• Bravery

• Life and death 

• The nature of memory
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Presentation of character is
achieved through
• What the character says
• What the character does
• What other characters say about them
• How other characters react to them
• How they are described in the narrative

Literary techniques

Characters
Arthur Hobhouse
Unsure of his own identity, where he is from, who his parents are, when he was born and why at the 
age of six he was on a ship bound for Australia, it is no surprise then that Arthur Hobson should feel 
insecure, anxious and oftentimes lonely.  An imperfect character, he looks back on his life unsure of 
the validity of his own memories as well as being brutally honest about his own failings as a person: 
he was not as brave as he would have liked to have been, he feels a sense of guilt over aspects of 
his past and he acknowledges that he didn’t care for himself in the way he should or could have.  
However, imperfect does not mean bad.  Indeed, Arthur is a good person; sensitive, thoughtful, 
likeable, capable of great love and braver than he gives himself credit for.  What Morpurgo has done 
is sympathetically sketch a very human character, wounded by experience and who is perhaps a little 
too hard on himself. Thankfully, he was able to find happiness from his middle-age onwards through 
love and a family of his own.  Facing his own death at the relatively young age of sixty-five, Arthur 
is without bitterness but is determined that his life will mean something after all. 

Marty
Marty is Arthur’s surrogate older brother.  He is defiant of Piggy Bacon’s cruel authority, protective 
of Arthur both during the crossing to Australia and long afterwards and is admired in return.  Ever 
hopeful and positive, it comes as a great shock and shame to see his rapid descent into despair, drink 
and death.  Unlike Arthur, he failed to find the anchor of stability that might have saved his life. 

Piggy Bacon
Unmitigatedly vile, Piggy Bacon is an ex-preacher and hypocritical religious zealot whose cruel, 
sadistic running of Cooper’s Station is an example of the harrowing and abhorrent circumstances 
many child migrants found themselves in on arrival in the colonies.   
 

Ida/ Mrs Piggy
Oppressed and as much as a ‘slave’ on Cooper’s Station as the boys, Ida or ‘Mrs Piggy’ is initially 
without voice in the beginning, but transforms herself in the children’s eyes as her great kindness 
and inner strength is finally revealed, roused by the anger of Wes’ unnecessary death.  In one 
climactic moment she dramatically defies her husband and is the engineer of Arthur and Marty’s 
escape.  Unfortunately, bound by a sense of her own Christian duties, she herself is unwilling or 
unable to ‘escape’.

Aunty Megs
In complete contrast to Ida, Aunty Meg is a strong personality who will not be dominated by 
anybody.  Hers is a personality that could be described as an iron fist in a velvet glove. Honest, 
selfless and caring she may be, but it is bound with a straight-talking, unsentimental bluntness and 
pragmatic approach to life that may have come about from her own past sadness and tragedies.  
However, she manages to channel her feelings positively, dedicating her life to rehabilitating 
injured wild animals.  Without hesitation she welcomes the boys and tells them stories of her past, 
but only stories she is prepared to share.  ‘Her boys’ they may be, but they soon learn what an 
intensely private character she actually is.  Her selflessness is epitomised when she abruptly sends 
the boys away to work in Sydney – not because she necessarily wants to but because she feels it is 
the right thing for them.  

Allie
Arthur’s daughter is in someways the antithesis of her father. Confident, headstrong, vital and 
self-assured, she is the product of a loving and stable environment. She loves her father dearly 
(as he does her) and shares some of his traits – something that she becomes more acutely aware 
of during her courageous lone journey sailing from Australia to England. They both share a love 
of the sea and feel an affinity towards other living creatures. She is profoundly determined to find 
Kitty – even more so after her father’s death.  She is indeed a marvel.  
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Setting

The sea
Used to explore ideas and themes in the story, the sea is ever present in the novel, even when Arthur 
finds himself far from it!  Although he grows to adore the sea, initially Arthur hates it since it represents 
his first dislocating feelings of separation, loss, misery, insignificance and isolation.  Looking out 
at the wide sea, he feels adrift but is spiritually rescued by the appearance of an albatross. The 
brief exchange with the bird alleviates his loneliness momentarily on the wide, wide sea.  Allie too 
experiences a similar affinity with the bird on her solo voyage. For her, the albatross is the soul of 
her father and much of her resilience during the lonely and perilous journey comes from its continual 
presence. She mourns its tragic death and her own negligent role in its demise and as a result is able to 
finally mourn her father’s death.  However, she is buoyed at the appearance of a sea turtle and is able 
to embrace life once more and discover what is at her ‘centre’. The sea is dangerous yet wondrous 
and for Allie and her father, both journeys are life changing. Together they manage to circumnavigate 
the globe, forming an eternal circle.
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The setting can
• Be a backdrop to the action
• Reflect characters’ experiences
• Symbolise ideas the author wishes to convey
• Have its own culture and values
• Cause conflict and distress

Narrative techniques
Alone on a Wide Wide Sea is unusual in that it is told in the first person by not one, but two narrators: 
a father and daughter.  Both parts have an intimate, emotional tone, though the second part, Allie’s 
story, is more self-assured and colloquial than her father’s.  This highlights the differences in their 
backgrounds and experiences – Arthur’s is one of insecurity, unsure of his past and his present, while 
Allie’s is the opposite, born and raised as she was in a stable family with a distinct identity. 

While both narratives begin with an introductory chapter hooking the reader into their personal 
stories, Allie’s narrative is punctuated with emails.  This has a multiple effect.  First they highlight 
the easy manner in which she communicates with her mother, secondly they also show how her inner 
thoughts sometimes differ from her emails adding an element of complexity to character and finally, 
and perhaps most importantly, they add a touch of realism to the story – an idea that Morpurgo seems 
keen to repeat through the novel.  Yes, this story might be fictional, but the lives and experiences it 
is based on are not.  This is story to be taken seriously.
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Structure

The major structural point of the novel is that it is split into parts.  The first part is an emotional and 
moving testament of a child migrant’s life recounted by sixty-five-year-old Arthur Hobson who, 
although dying of a brain tumour is determined his story shall live on after his death.  The second 
part is told from the point of view of Allie, his daughter, and is more of a reflective sea adventure as 
she chronicles her lone-sailing journey from Australia to England determined to fulfill her father’s 
ambition of finding his sister, Kitty, who he was separated from at the age of six.  

The two stories are inextricably intertwined as each makes references to the other – metaphorical, 
symbolic and language links appear in both – and the second part of the story could not exist 
without the first!  Add to this a passage that begins and ends the novel and the author’s point is 
complete: all our lives are meaningful, capable of touching others and a certain immortality can be 
achieved through the power of story.   

 

Language
Filled with vivid descriptions of land, seascapes and character, Morpurgo’s emotionally wrought 
tale of the life of a man who believed himself to be a ‘happening’ is simply and directly told 
without exaggeration or melodrama giving Arthur Hobson’s story a sense of fatalism and quiet, 
contemplative sadness.  For example, when Marty dies, he states, ‘They took me to see him in the 
hospital.  It wasn’t Marty.  It was just his body.  I felt nothing then.  I tried to feel something; I stayed 
there with him for hours.  But you can’t feel emptiness.’  The simple, matter-of-fact sentences hint 
at Arthur’s numbness and stunned shock.  Devastated by Aunty Meg’s death, Arthur has to resort 
to euphemism: ‘She’d gone to sleep, but it was the long sleep, the final sleep.’  As neither deaths 
are particularly dramatic, the reader is only left to guess at what toll they actually took on Arthur.  

Sometimes though, Arthur is more explicit in his emotions and describes how ‘...a sadness so 
painful it gnawed at my stomach...’ took hold of him whenever he thought of Aunty Megs and 
the ‘glowing time with her’.  The use of personification here, turning his sadness into a devouring 
animal, serves to highlight how painful, destructive and intense it is.  The reader is forced to look 
into the heart of a man, set adrift as a child.  
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In the second part of the story, the reader still finds a spiritual and emotional slant to the language, 
but Allie’s language is not as dark or as poignantly laden as her father’s which shows how their 
different experiences of life have fed into their language.  Where Arthur’s language was fused 
with sadness, Allie’s language is self-assured and easy-going.  Her emails are colloquial, chatty, 
bright and direct.  It is only when she accidently kills the albatross does her language resemble her 
father’s: undramatic and using simple sentences.   To her mother she reports, ‘My albatross is dead 
and I killed him....I’ve killed my albatross.’  The switch in the placement of ‘I’ve killed’ highlights 
how she readily takes responsibility for her actions, but also shows the disbelief and guilt she feels 
at her own actions.  

Structure is the order or pattern in which a novel
is put together and should
• Maintain the interest of the reader
• Move the action from one episode to the next
• Arouse a reader’s interest in character or situation
• Create a moment of crisis
• Create expectation or surprise

9
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Special feature
Narrative hook

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morpurgo uses hooks to:

Add intrigue.  The opening of the story is full of hooks that immediately arouses the reader’s 
curiosity in the character, Arthur Hobhouse, ‘I should begin at the beginning.  I know that.  But 
the trouble is that I don’t know the beginning...I do know my name, Arthur Hobhouse... [but] I 
don’t even know if it’s my real name.’ The hooks also help to make his struggle with memory and 
confusion over his identity self-evident.

Provide context.  After a failed attempt to make friends with Wes in the chapter Wes Snarkey’s 
Revenge, Arthur narrates that ‘As it happened it was only a few days later that Wes Snarkey became 
everyone’s friend, and that was on account of Piggy Bacon and his whip.’  The author tantalisingly 
sets the scene before Arthur relates in full and piques our interest in the Wes Snarkey/Piggy Bacon 
encounter.  By this time, the reader is aware of Piggy Bacon’s violent nature so with the mention of 
the whip, we are alerted to the idea that something unpleasant is going to unfold, though what that 
is we have to wait to find out.  

Foreshadow events and imply that a change is coming.   When Mrs Piggy/Ida returns Arthur’s 
lucky key to him he states, ‘We all knew from then on that we had in her a true friend, but we didn’t 
know how good a friend, just how important a friend she was to be to us.’  This hook implies that 
she will have another positive role to play in Arthur’s future, though the reader has to wait a while 
to find that one out.

Suggest danger or tension.  Upon arriving at Cooper’s Station, Arthur hears the hymn ‘What a 
friend we have in Jesus’ and states ‘...it was the eerie overture that heralded the darkest years of my 
life.’  The words ‘eerie’ and ‘darkest’ anticipate the grim scenes to come, putting the reader slightly 
on edge for the next chapter.  It also puts the reader on tenterhooks whenever the hymn appears again 
in the novel as we will no doubt be expecting something bad to be associated with it. 

Raise questions.  At the end of Saints and Sinners, Arthur says that ‘What he [Piggy Bacon] did 
next could so easily have made a murderer of me, if I’d had the means, if I’d had the courage, if 
circumstances hadn’t intervened.’  Up to this point, Arthur has been portrayed as a mild boy so his 
violent reaction raises questions about what exactly it was that Piggy Bacon did next.  The reader 
would also like to know what were the circumstances that intervened?

The narrative hook is a literary technique that 
grabs or hooks the reader’s attention. They are 

common at the openings of stories to urge a 
reader to quickly become invested in the story, 
but can also be found running throughout a 

story, as in ‘Alone on a Wide Wide Sea’.

Activities
for

children



Facts
What does the word ‘migrant’ mean?
What poem does the title come from?
Who was Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

What five facts can you find about child migration?
What five facts can you find about Michael Morpurgo?

What does an albatross look like?
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Ideas for getting started
Engaging with the world of the novel

Before reading

Social and 
historical context

Research child migration. When did it happen and why? 
What kind of place was Australia after the Second World War?  Look at its 
landscape – the outback and the cities.  What animals, birds and fish are 

found in and around Australia?
The sea plays an important part in the story.  Find out what you 

can about it. For example, what is a ‘squall’?
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Pictures 
and objects

Play ‘London Bridge is Falling Down’ and handle a key on a 
piece of string. Consider how the two might be connected. 

Look into a mirror and describe what you see?  Try to see 
beyond your physical reflection.

Debate
What does the word ‘identity’ mean to you?

How would not knowing where you came from affect the way 
you feel about yourself?

How reliable are memories?
How important are memories?  How do they contribute to a person’s identity?

Do you believe in good luck charms?  Why/why not?
What makes a good explorer?  What motivates people to explore?

Why might storytelling be important?



Stopping places

Things to discuss
Character: Arthur has vague memories of his sister, Kitty?  Look at the way he describes her. What’s 
your impression of Kitty?  How do you think Arthur feels about her?
What was your overriding feeling towards Arthur after you read this chapter?  What is it the author 
has done to make you feel this way towards him?
Why do you think it so important to Arthur not to be ‘entirely forgotten’ when he ‘goes’?  
What do you think is motivating him to write his story now?  Why do you say that?
What do you think Arthur means when he says ‘Until recently I didn’t know the end, but now I do?’

Narrative:  What do you notice about the narrative?  How would you describe the style of narrative?  

Language: Arthur says ‘I wish’ a couple of times in this chapter.  What do they suggest about the 
way he feels about his life?
When Arthur recalls his sister Kitty he talks about her in the present tense. Why do you think he does 
this?
Arthur refers to himself time and again as ‘a happening’. What does this suggest about the way he 
feels about himself and his life?  

Structure: What mysteries are there in the opening of the story? What more would you like to know?

Theme:  Can you identify any potential themes that might run through the story?  How interested in 
these themes do you think you will be?
Arthur talks about the nature of memories in this chapter.  How reliable do you think memories are?  
Arthur believes ‘we stay alive only as long as our story goes on being told’.  How far do you agree 
with this statement? What might it suggest about his current situation?

Story: What is the saddest thing about this chapter for you?
How captivated were you by the opening of the story?

Things to do...
Make two columns: What Arthur definitely knows about himself and what he is uncertain about.  
What do you notice? How might you feel in his position?  
Arthur is going to tell his story just as he remembers it.  Start doing the same for yourself.  What are 
your earliest memories about yourself?  Do others, who shared some of your memories, remember 
events differently?

1 Read to the end of 
Arthur Hobhouse is a Happening
Focus on...
• The way the author hooks the reader
• Tone

Developing understanding of narrative and literary techniques

During reading
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2 Read to the end of 
Suffer Little Children
Focus on...
• Presentation of Marty and Piggy Bacon
• Symbolism

Things to discuss
Character:  How is ‘Mighty Marty’ presented?  What three words would you use to describe him? 
Do you know anyone like him?  Have you come across similar characters to him in any other books 
you have read?  Tell me about them.  How would you feel having a friend like Marty?
At what point in this section did you like Marty most?
How would you describe Marty and Arthur’s relationship?
In what ways is Piggy Bacon presented?  What part of his presentation makes him appear most 
fearful: what he says, does, how he’s described or the reaction of others?
Why do you think Piggy Bacon feels more ‘venom’ towards Marty?  What do you think of Marty’s 
reactions to Piggy Bacon’s treatment?  What does this suggest about Marty?
How is Mrs Bacon presented?  What does her presentation tell you about her and her husband?

Setting: What are your impressions of life on the boat to Australia?  What do you imagine it must 
have felt like for Arthur and other children in his situation?
How does the author present Cooper Station?  Is it all bad?
How is Australia presented?  Does it seem like a place you would like to visit?  Why/why not?
How did you feel towards Arthur when he realises that ‘that this brand new country we had come to 
was not paradise after all’? 

Language: What do the words ‘wonderland’ and ‘paradise’ suggest about Sydney and Arthur’s new 
life?
Which words or phrases show the drudgery of Cooper’s Station?

Structure: The author precedes the worst time in Arthur’s life with two chapters of hope and a new 
beginning.  Why do you think he did this?  Did you feel led astray or did you have a feeling that it 
would all turn sour? Did his eventual experience feel more or less dramatic as a result? Why do you 
say that?  How did you feel towards Arthur and his situation at each point?

Symbolism: What might London Bridge is Falling Down symbolise for Arthur?
Why is Kitty’s key so important to him?  What might it symbolise?

Story: What do you think will happen between Marty and Piggy Bacon in the future?
How might Wes Snarkey become a hero?

Things to do...
Look at the map showing Arthur’s journey at the beginning of the book.  What hits you about it?

Look at real life accounts of child migrants.  How much in common do they have with Arthur’s story? 

What further hooks does the writer use to keep the reader intrigued in Arthur’s story?  Note down all 
the hooks you come across in the rest of the novel.  Use a sample of them in your own story as well 
as coming up with your own.

Arthur explains that ever since Cooper’s Station he has ‘hated walls about me and locked doors’.  
Discuss how the past can inform the future, good or bad.  Has anything ever happened to you in the 
past that changed you in any way?  



3 Read to the end of 
“For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow”
Focus on...
• The change in Mrs Bacon
• Presentation of Wes

Things to discuss
Character:  In your opinion, what is the worst thing that Piggy Bacon has done?  Do you feel 
any sympathy for this character?  Why/why not?
What are your impressions of Wes in this section?  Were you surprised by what happened to 
him?  Why do you say that?
What are your impressions of Mrs Piggy/Ida?  Explore the ways in which she changes.  Did 
you believe the changes that occurred?  Why/why not?  What prompted her to change?
Who is your favourite character in the story so far?  
Who do you think is the bravest character in the story so far?
Which character do you admire the most? Why?
Who do you blame for Wes’ death?
Do you blame any of the other characters for not preventing Wes’ death?

Setting: What more do you learn about life on Cooper’s Station?  What kind of world is it?  

Structure: How shocked were you by Wes’ death?  Was there anything in the story that hinted 
that this would happen?  From a plot point of view, why do you think Wes needed to die?  

Language: What do you think Wes meant when he said, ‘I think there’s only one way out of 
this place, and I’ve found it’?

Story: What do you think will happen next?

Things to do...
Consider the thoughts and feelings of each of the main characters.  Choose one of the 
characters and prepare a monologue to perform showing what your character is thinking, 
feeling or wishing. 
In the story, Arthur gets bitten by a redback spider.  Find out what you can about this creature.  
Australia is home to many other deadly creatures.  Find out what you can about them and 
from your research compile your own top five deadly creature list explaining why you have 
put them in your chosen order.  How does your list compare to others in the class?  
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4 Read to the end of 
“You’re my Boys, Aren’t You?”
Focus on...
• Presentation of Meg Molloy

Things to discuss
Character:  How would you describe Aunty Megs’ character?  Would you say she was 
a complex or simple character?  Why do you say that?
In your opinion, what is the most selfless thing she has done?
What did you think of her decision to send the boys to Sydney?
What do you admire most about Aunty Megs and why?
What do you like most about Aunty Megs and why?
How is Aunty Megs’ relationship with the boys portrayed? 

Setting:  In what ways does Aunty Megs’ place differ to Cooper’s Station?  And in what 
ways is it similar?
How does Morpurgo manage to create a sense of warmth and life when presenting Aunt 
Megs’ place?

Structure: Were there any moments of suspense in this section of the story?  What did 
the author do to create a feeling of tension and suspense?
Why do you think the author never tells you exactly who the little boy in the photo is?

Language: What words or phrases does the author use to create a senses of desperation 
in the chapter Wide as the Ocean?

Theme:  How far do you agree with Arthur’s statement in the chapter I Must Go Down 
to the Sea: ‘What you want to think about isn’t necessarily what you do think about?’  
How do you stop yourself from thinking about things that upset you?
Later in the same chapter, Aunty Megs tells Arthur and Marty, ‘The more you learn 
now, the more interesting your life will be.’  What do you think of this statement?

Story: How did you feel at the end of reading this section?  What did the author do to 
make you feel that way?
Why do you think Arthur has got Marty’s copy of The Yarn of the Nancy Bell?
Why do you think Arthur was ‘...very glad indeed’ that he kept his key?  What role do 
you think it might play further on in the story?

Things to do...
Discuss the way the Aboriginal people are presented in this story.  What do you know 
about their culture and history?  From what you have researched, what would you say 
is most integral to their identity?  Look at your own life.  What would you say was 
most integral to defining your own identity?

Read the Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner.  How does it fit with the story you have read 
so far?  Now read The Yarn of the Nancy Bell.  Which do you prefer and why?  You 
could go one step further and recite and act out the poems or develop of a series of 
tableaux which could be photographed and displayed.

Write your own sea-themed poetry.
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5 Read to the end of 
Part One, Kitty Four
Focus on...
• Presentation of Arthur
• Changes in tone

Things to discuss
Character: Having read Arthur’s story from his own point of view, what do you think of him?  
How much sympathy do you have for Arthur as an adult?
What are your first impressions of Allie?

Narrative: How honest a narrator do you find Arthur?  Why do you say that?

Language: How apt is Arthur’s iceberg metaphor?

Structure: A lot of time is covered in Arthur’s life in this section.  How do you feel about that?  
Why do you think most of Arthur’s story covers his younger years rather than his adult years?
How surprised were you by Marty and Aunty Megs’ deaths?  What impact did they have on the 
novel and on Arthur?

Tone:  What words would you use to describe the tone of this section?  Why do you say that? 
What has Morpurgo done to make you say that? Does the tone change at all?  If so, when did it 
occur and why?

Theme: What might Morpurgo be saying about the importance of family to identity?
What do you think the author’s viewpoint of war is?

Story: What was the most moving part of Arthur’s story for you?
How did his story make you feel towards what happened to the many orphans who were shipped 
to Australia after the war?
How did the end of Arthur’s story make you feel?  What are your expectations of the next 
section?

Things to do...
Design and build your own model boat.  How sailable is it?

The sea symbolises many things for Arthur.  Go through the story and talk about what it might 
symbolise at different times.  Why do you think the sea plays such an important role in his life?
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Things to discuss
Character: From reading Allie’s story, how does your impression of her compare to how her father 
described her?
What do you learn about the type of person Allie is from her emails?  What do you think of what she 
is doing?
What are the similarities and differences between Allie and her father?
Zita doesn’t appear very often in the story.  Does this matter?  From what Arthur and Allie and say 
about her, what kind of person do you think she is?

Structure:  What links can you find between Allie’s experiences and her father’s?  Why do you think 
the author has done this?
What do Allie’s emails add to the story?  Why do you think you only see her emails?
What do you think of the shift in narrative from Arthur to his daughter?  Does it work?  Do you like it?  
Does his death add to or diminish the story for you?  Why is that?  Do you miss Arthur’s narrative?

Language:  What are the differences in language between Allie’s emails, her story and her father’s 
story?  Which is the most informal?  

Symbolism: What do you think the albatross has always represented?

Things to do...
You only see Allie’s emails and from them infer what her mum and grandpa are saying.  Using one of 
Allie’s emails, write the email she is responding to.

Look at the diagram of the Kitty Four.  Find out the job of some of the equipment.

6 Read to the end of 
And Now the Storm Blast Came
Focus on...
• Different styles of writing
• Impressions of Allie
• Change in narrative



7 Read to the end of the story
Focus on...
• How realistic a story it was
• The ending

Things to discuss
Character: Were all the characters realistic?  
Which character did you visualise most? Why do you think that was?
What did you think of Allie’s achievement?

Structure:  Whose story did you prefer, Arthur’s or Allie’s?  Why was that?
What did you think of the ending?  Was it what you expected?
The story ends by repeating the beginning.  Why do you think that is?  What does the 
inclusion of the chapter Now You’ve Read the Book make the story appear?

Language:  What was the most emotional passage for you in the novel?  What was it about 
it that touched you? 
Arthur talked of a ‘centre that would not hold’ and Allie describes how she has found her 
‘centre’.  What do you think a person’s ‘centre’ is?

Symbolism: How shocked were you by the death of the albatross?  What did his death 
symbolise?
What does the phrase ‘Alone on a Wide Wide Sea’ mean to you now?  Does it have positive 
or negative connotations - or both?

Themes:  What themes did the two stories share?

Story: What important issues did the novel raise?  In your opinion, what was the most 
important issue?
What do you know now that you didn’t know before you read this book?
The author tried to make the story as realistic as possible.  How did he do this?  Why do you 
think it was important for the story to appear realistic?
How would you describe this story to someone who hasn’t read it?
If you could change anything in the story what would you do?
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After reading

GPS journey
Using Allie’s GPS co-ordinates, plot her 

journey on a map of the world with the dates 
next to each co-ordinate.

What do you think of the journey she made?
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Create & imagine
Developing a personal response to the novel
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Media 
interview  

In the story, Allie is interviewed when she arrives in 
England.  Stage your own media interview with Allie.

What questions will you ask?

Child migrant
Write your own story about a child 

migrant and include narrative hooks to 
keep your reader caught.  

What makes 
you, You?

Consider the idea of identity and all the 
things that make you unique. Write about 

your ideas in an article entitled: ‘What 
makes me, Me?’

Tableaux
Alone on a Wide Wide Sea has a past, 

present and a future.  Create a tableaux 
showing your own ideas of Yesterday, 

Today and Tomorrow.  



Memorable quotes

I try to picture her and sometimes I can.  I see a pale delicate face with 
deep dark eyes that are filled with tears.  She is giving me a small key, 
but I don’t remember what the key is for.  It ’s on a piece of string.  
She hangs it round my neck, and tells me I’m to wear it always. 

She come skipping into my dreams sometimes, singing London 
Bridge is Falling Down, and I try to talk to her, but she never seems 
to be able to hear me.  Somehow we’re always just out reach of one 
another.  

I was filled with sudden hope. I was aglow with happiness, and so was 
Marty. He had his arm around my shoulder.  “I told you, Arthur, 
didn’t I?” he said. “A brand-new country. We’ll be all right now.”

They didn’t even have the same trees we had back home in England.   
They had gum trees and wattle trees instead.  This wasn’t just a 
different country we were in, it was more like a different planet.  

They say you never see the bullet that gets you. It ’s the same with 
spiders. 

If I learned anything in this life, I’ve learned that you can’t cling on. 

That’s what sailing is, a dance, and your partner is the sea. And with 
the sea you never take liberties. You ask her, you don’t tell her. You 
have to remember always that she’s the leader, not you. You and your 
boat are dancing to her tune.

   

Genuinely good people are like that. The sun shines out of them. They 
warm you right through. 

You have to understand the sea… to listen to her, to look out for her 
moods, to get to know her and respect her and love her. Only then 
can you build boats that feel at home on the sea.

‘One day,’ she told us, ‘you’ll have to leave here and go out into the big 
world out there and earn your living like everyone else. To do that 
you need to learn. The more you learn now, the more interesting 
your life will be.’

There’s room for all sorts of magic and miracles in this world - that ’s 
what I think. 



There was a small wooden box on the table in front of her, 
carved and painted with red and white flowers.  She turned the 
key in the lock. It fitted.  She smiled up at me again. She turned 
it, then she went on turning it again and again, which seemed 
strange. Then she opened the lid and I understood everything. 

The box played music, it was a musical box.  And the tune it 
played was London Bridge is Falling Down. We listened until it 

slowed right down, and then finished mid-tune. 



‘This is storytelling at its best.’   
Primary Times 

‘Executed with Morpurgo’s distinctive flair. His language remains 
beautifully clean and clear.’ 

Waterstone’s Books Quarterly
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