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Enjoy reading stories from ancient Greece that have influenced English
language and literature through the centuries. Although there are many
famous Greek myths in this anthology for you to enjoy, here’s a selection of
five to use with children, each focusing on a different literary element.
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introduction
Where is Greece? Look on a map to find it.
What do you already know about
the Greek myths?
How have the Greek myths
influenced modern culture?

THE GIFT OF FIRE
What’s the story about?
Zeus punishes Prometheus for underhandedly giving humans fire.

Before reading

Show the children a lump of charcoal and ask them to imagine a world without fire. How would
their lives be different? Consider the direct and indirect consequences.

Things to talk about
What might have been Zeus’ reasons for not letting humans have fire?
How does this story make you feel towards Zeus? How does it make you feel towards
Prometheus?
What do Zeus’ actions tell you about him?
In your opinion, was Prometheus right to take the lump of charcoal from Zeus’ palace? Why or
why not? Are his actions excusable?
Does Prometheus’ punishment fit his crime? What makes you say that?
What does the phrase ‘tore out’ suggest about the way the eagle got Prometheus’ liver?
Zeus finally forgives Prometheus and lets him go. What does it mean to ‘forgive’?
Why do some find it easier to forgive than others? Is there anything that is unforgivable?
What makes Zeus a terrifying character?
Why do you think fire is a ‘special gift’?
Was there anything in the story that shocked you?

After reading

Make a human figure out of mud or clay.
Work in pairs and role play a scene between Zeus and Prometheus whereby they discuss the
events of the story, the reasons behind their actions and how their relationship has changed.
Alternatively, act out the scene where Zeus discovers Prometheus has stolen the charcoal. Wear
costumes that you think show your character’s nature and introduce your character’s entrance
with appropriate sound effects, for example, thunder for Zeus’ entrance.

Focus: Character

persephone

and
the

seasons

What’s the story about?

How the seasons came to be. Hades kidnaps Demeter’s beautiful daughter, Persephone,
and keeps her against her will in the Underworld. Heartbroken Demeter stops looking
after the earth and its abundant summer turns into a deathly winter. However, Hermes
manages to broker a deal with Hades whereby he agrees to return Persephone back to
her mother for six months every year, heralding the arrival of spring and summer while her departure
sees a return to autumn and winter.

Before reading

Imagine you love someone - yukky thought, I know! How far would you go to be with the person you
loved? What difference would it make to you if you knew the person you loved didn’t love you?

Or
Show the children pictures of the four seasons and ask them to think of a story that explains the
changes that take place. What might life be like if it was always summer or winter?

Things to talk about
The story begins with ‘One bright sunny morning...’. What kind of story do you
expect with this opening?
Does this story meet those expectations? Why or why not?
At what point in the story did you feel all was not going to go well for Demeter and
her daughter, Persephone?
How would you describe Demeter and Persephone’s life before the arrival of Hades?
What are your first impressions of Hades? How does his chariot of four black horses make him
appear?
Why do you think Demeter would never allow Hades to marry her daughter?
What do you think of Hades’ actions?
How did Persephone’s disappearance affect her mother, Demeter? Support your ideas with
quotes from the text.
		 What kind of place has the Earth become now that Demeter is no longer taking care of it?
		 Do you think Hades really loves Persephone? What does the word ‘love’ mean to you?
		 When Hades talks he ‘growls’ or ‘roars’. How do these words make him appear?
		 Why do you think Demeter had to ‘accept’ the deal with Hades? What might have been 		
		 the consequences if she hadn’t?

After reading
What do you imagine the Underworld looks like? Pretend you are a set designer for either a theatre
or film company. Draw, paint or make a model of the Underworld set showing your ideas.
What has Persephone got to say about it all? Imagine you are Persephone and retell the story from
your point of view.
What more can you find out about Hades and the Underworld?

Focus: Setting

What’s the story about?

pandora’s box

Pandora, unable to resist temptation, opens a box she has been told not to
and, as a consequence, unleashes chaos on the world.

Before reading

Show the children a selection of boxes. Some beautifully adorned, some simple and ask them what
they think is in each box and why. Which box are they most tempted to open? Tell the children
that the boxes are to stay in the classroom, but no one can open them. How does this make the
children feel?

Things to talk about
Why do you think Zeus gave Epimetheus and Pandora a box if he did not want them to open it?
Do you think he always wanted them to fail?
At what point in the story did you feel things were going to go wrong for Epimetheus and Pandora?
What are your impressions of the world Epimetheus and Pandora live in before she opened
the box?
Is it a world you would like to live in? Why is that?
What words would you use to describe Epimetheus?
What are your impressions of Pandora? What does she say or do to make you think that?
Why do you think Pandora ‘stared at the box for a while’ before she opened it?
What do you think finally made Pandora open the box?
Look at the description of Pandora as she opens the box. How do you think she was feeling as she
opened it?
Pandora tried to ‘slam down’ the lid. What does this phrase suggest about how she feels about what
she has done?
The horrible things ‘streamed out’ of the box, while hope ‘fluttered out’. What do these two words
suggest about each of the items?
What does the word ‘hope’ mean to you? Do you believe in hope?
What does despair mean?
What, if anything, tempts you? Is temptation always a bad thing?

Things to do
Look at the theme of temptation. Write a fun leaflet to Pandora offering advice on the different
ways to resist temptation.
Look at the theme of hope and create a hope collage, showing all the things that makes the children
hopeful about the world and their future.
Pandora hears ‘a terrible screaming and wailing’ as she opens the box. This sound represents the
horrible things that are released into the world. If temptation were a sound, what sound would it
be? Create your own sound interpretation of ‘Temptation’ using your voice and/or any instrument
you like.
Write Pandora’s thoughts just before she opens the box. Do the same again after she has opened it.
You could act it out using masks to show her different feelings.

Focus: Theme of temptation

Refer to the boxes again. Anyone want to open a box now?

adventuresof perseus

the

What’s the story about?

The king challenges Perseus to prove his bravery by bringing back the head of the
Gorgon, Medusa. With some help from the gods, Perseus undertakes his perilous
journey and comes home victorious.

Before reading

Explore some images of Medusa and decide which is the scariest. (Choose carefully as some classical
depictions are too gruesome for this age group.)
Alternatively, look at video clips of how snakes move and discuss words to describe them. Talk about
what makes Medusa such a deadly monster. How would you feel about meeting her in real life?

Things to talk about

Was King Acrisius right not to kill his grandson, Perseus? Was he right to send him away in a chest
with his mother? What do you think he should have done?
What do you think drove Polydectes to change from a ‘kind and generous’ man to someone who
was plotting to kill Perseus? Do you feel any sympathy for Polydectes’ situation? Why or why not?
Why does sending Perseus away ‘in a friendly voice’ make Polydectes’ actions worse?
What does it tell you about Perseus that he couldn’t refuse Polydectes’
challenge even though he was scared?
Why do you think the gods decided to help Perseus?
Perseus is given a sickle. What is a sickle?
Which of the special gifts did you think was the most useful? If you could have one of the special
gifts given to Perseus, which one would you have and what would you use it for?
What impression did you have of Medusa’s cave? What does the writer include to make it appear
really scary?
How is Medusa presented? Look at how she is described, what she does and how Perseus
reacts to her. What does the word ‘crawled’ suggest about her? What might Medusa 		
represent?
How do you think Perseus was feeling during his ordeal with Medusa? What might he 		
have been thinking to himself?
Look at the scene where Perseus fights the sea monster. What words or phrases does the 		
writer use to make it seem action packed? How are the sea monster and Medusa similar?
Did Polydectes deserve to die?
What do you like about Perseus? How would you describe him as a character?
In what ways did the ‘prophecy’ section change the way you viewed the story and
the characters, if at all?

Things to do

Make a Medusa mask/headdress and imagine how you might move and
sound if you were her.
Storyboard the important moments of the story or create a series of
still-images.

Focus: Plot – Hero’s Journey

What’s the story about?

the

storyof arachne

The mortal Arachne, a brilliant, but boastful weaver, challenges the goddess Athene
to a weaving competition and wins. An outraged Athene takes her revenge and turns Arachne into a
spider, condemning her to a lifetime of weaving that no one wants.

Before reading

If you were to be changed into an insect or animal what would you choose and why? If someone
were trying to punish you, what might they turn you into instead?
Show the children pictures of a loom, someone looking proud, a competition winner, a piece of
weaving, and the face of someone angry. Ask the children how these images might be connected to a
picture of a spider.
Show a short video of someone weaving. What skills does this require?

Things to talk about

Why do you think Zeus gave Epimetheus and Pandora a box if he did not want them
to open it? How does Arachne feel when she is weaving?
How does it feel to be good at something? What are you good at? When someone
compliments you for something, how does it make you feel? Does it change your
attitude in any way?
Arachne is described as ‘conceited’ and ‘boastful’. Is she right to feel and behave in this way?
Why or why not? Is it her fault she became conceited? Why do you say this? Why is conceit seen as a
problem?
Why do you think the woman who warns Athene whispers?
What’s the impression you have of Athene before you meet her?
What one word best sums up Arachne?
What do you think is the most foolish thing she does in the story?
Why do you think Arachne looks ‘proudly up’ at Athene when they meet?
Athene’s voice is described as ‘icy’ when she talks to Arachne. What does this 		
suggest about her and the way she is feeling towards Arachne?
What do you think might have been going through Athene’s mind when she 		
stared at the two pieces of weaving ‘in silence’?
Which is more dramatic and frightening, Athene’s silence or her rage?
Why does Athene rip up Arachne’s weaving? How do you feel towards both characters at this point
in the story? What word would you use to describe Athene’s behaviour when she rips the weaving?
Who behaves worst in the story, Athene or Arachne? Why do you say that?
Did Arachne deserve her fate? Why or why not?
Arachne’s change of appearance is a punishment from Athene. In what ways is change good and in
what ways bad?

After reading

Try your hand at weaving. How easy is it? Weave a picture to display in your classroom.
Watch a video of a spider weaving a web. What do you notice? Are all spider’s webs the same? Create
your own spider’s web. How did it compare to weaving with a loom? You could go one step further
and make your own spider to sit in your web.

Focus: Metamorphosis

Debate the question: ‘Is change always a bad thing?’

can you remember
which myth?
after reading
all the myths
Make your own Greek God. What are they god of?
What might be their special power or item? What is their
temperament like? Do they have any weaknesses? Who
are they related to? What is their special story?
Compare two or more myths and discuss their similarities
and differences. Read further myths from the collection
and decide which category they best fit: character, plot,
metamorphoses, theme, setting or mythical monster?
Maybe you can think of another category?
What ideas are explored in the myths? What do you feel
you have learnt, if anything, from reading the myths?
Turn one of the myths into a play and perform in front of
the school. Alternatively, you could create a puppet theatre.

‘Prometheus picked up some mud. He shaped lumps of it into men and
women, making them look just like the gods, and breathed on them to
make them come alive.’
‘The world was a wonderful place to live in. No one was ever ill or grew old.’
‘As they thundered across the ground, a huge cleft opened. Hades drove
straight down it and the ground closed up behind them.’
‘Now everyone knew that it was very dangerous to talk about the gods
and goddesses. If they heard something they didn’t like, they could play
nasty tricks on people.’
‘Blown by the wind, a huge wooden chest floated along on the sea and
gently beached on the island of Seriphos. A fisherman found it, lifted the lid,
and was astonished to see a woman and her baby son inside it.’
‘You shall weave forever, and no one will ever want what you weave.’
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