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WHAT IS BUILDING FOR LEWISHAM? 
The Building for Lewisham programme will 
build new social homes across Lewisham. 
These new homes will mainly be delivered  
by Lewisham Homes.

Housing is in short supply across Lewisham 
and creating new council homes is crucial 
to addressing the growing pressure on 
Lewisham Council’s waiting list.

We work hard to help residents by building 
genuinely affordable, high-quality council 
housing, while supporting sustainable and 
diverse communities throughout Lewisham.

As well as building much needed social
homes, Lewisham Homes has a community 
investment programme where we involve the 
community to ensure that additional benefits 
are provided for local residents.

We do this by offering training and job
opportunities for local people and work
collaboratively in finding ways to improve to
the area.

NEW HOMES, TRANSFORM LIVES
Our main aim is to deliver much needed
social homes for the residents of
Lewisham, helping to meet the needs of the
community.

Over 2,450 Lewisham families are currently
living in temporary accommodation, of
which over 700 people stay in nightly paid
accommodation. Building new homes
means we are able to help families move
out of temporary and emergency housing
into a home of their own.

A number of locations are being considered
for development and we are keen to work
with and understand the views of the
community. As part of this programme we 
want to hear what you think about proposals 
to build new homes at Valentine Court. We 
have considered the feedback received 
through previous consultations. We would 
now like to know what you think about the 
revised proposals which we intend to submit 
to Lewisham Council for new homes at 
Valentine Court.

BUILDING HOMES FOR LEWISHAM 

A happy resident in her new home at Merchants Place, 
another new development, by Lewisham Homes

A family moves into Wise Court, a new development by Lewisham Homes creating social rented homes 
for the local community

Dacre Park South has delivered 25 social 
rented homes for Lewisham
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We’d like to hear your thoughts on our proposals for new housing 
at Valentine Court. Many of you will know that parts of Valentine 
Court housing estate land are being considered for additional 
housing. This is the next stage of consultation following previous 
consultation events on proposals for new homes at Valentine 
Court.

As someone who lives on the estate or in the area, we would 
be very grateful for your feedback on our proposals to build 
new council homes and homes built for shared ownership here. 
Shared ownership lets first-time buyers purchase a share of a 
property – usually between 25% and 75% – and pay rent on the 
remaining share. This presentation takes you through our updated 
proposals step-by-step. Thank you to all those who have
previously provided feedback during our earlier consultation 
activities in March & November 2020 and earlier this year in April.   

We have looked to capture your comments and vision from 
the feedback received so far, and would now like to get your 
feedback on the revised proposals we intend to submit to 
Lewisham Council to bring new homes to the community. Your 
feedback through consultation has also helped shape our focus 
on delivering improvements to the wider estate.  

Following the feedback we have received during our earlier  
consultation, we have now updated the proposals and are 
seeking your thoughts ahead of submitting a planning application 
to Lewisham Council. 

Aerial view Valentine Court 

NEW HOMES AT VALENTINE COURT
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THE EXISTING SITE
Located in a predominately residential area
in Forest Hill, Valentine Court contains areas
identified for development by Lewisham Homes
within the Estate.

As part of the proposals, the three unused 
buildings - the ‘Laundry Block’ to the west of the 
site which is currently derelict, the ‘Caretakers 
Building’ and a derelict building on the northern side 
of the estate - will be demolished to allow for the 
development of new homes. The existing play area 
will be re-provided; we are creating new play areas 
on the northern and southern sides of the site, 
improving access for children across the estate. 

Valentine Court sits in a neighbourhood in close
proximity to a large number of schools and
community facilities. There are also extensive
areas of open green land nearby such as Mayow
Park and Horniman Gardens.

The estate also has good transport links with bus
routes nearby and Forest Hill station just a five-
minute walk away, served by London Overground 
and National Rail services.

Existing image of Valentine Court 

Image of existing playground Existing image of Valentine Court

Existing image of Valentine Court 
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THE JOURNEY
17 

households attended the  
March 2020 consultation

55
surveys completed during the 
April 2021 initial consultation

35
webinar attendees at the  
April 2021 consultation

4
estate residents attended the 
landscape design workshop

39
comments on Commonplace 
since launch in March 2020 

Engagement with Valentine Court residents and the community surrounding the estate has been ongoing since March 
2020. Since then we have had two engagement events in 2020 and a consultation on our initial ideas held for a month 
earlier this year. We have taken on board all the comments received and formed revised proposals to share with you in this 
latest consultation period. 

In March 2020, we held a “walk 
and talk event” with Valentine 
Court residents to meet the 
architects, Levitt Bernstein, and 
the Project Manager. A drop-in 
event was held on the same day 
at Forest Hill Methodist Church 
& Centre for estate residents and 
the local community. This gave the 
community the opportunity to share 
views to be taken into account 
when developing initial plans for 
new homes at Valentine Court. 

Following this, in November 2020 
the Lewisham Homes Community 
Engagement team asked residents 
on the estate to complete a survey 
and share their feedback on the 
initial thoughts for potential new 
homes at Valetine Court, as well 
as give their views on the estate. 
In addition, an online meeting 
was held to give residents the 
opportunity to discuss any queries 
they had in greater detail with the 
architect and project manager. 

In April 2021, we held a consultation 
on the initial proposals for new 
homes at Valentine Court. Exhibition 
boards were uploaded to the 
Commonplace website and the  
local community were able to learn 
more about the initial proposals 
and send comments to the project 
team via a survey. We also held 
two webinars on the 12th April and 
20th April and a landscape design 
workshop on 13th April; this was 
advertised by the information pack 
distributed on the day we launched 
consultation. 

As a result of this feedback the proposals have evolved into the updated plans presented here. 
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YOU SAID, WE LISTENED…
We have been considering your comments since March 2020. Thank you to all who have provided feedback to help influence the final proposals at 
engagement and consultation events in March 2020, November 2020, and April 2021. Below you will see some of the comments made and how we have 
incorporated this feedback into our final design. 

• 45 parking spaces will be reprovided, including 7 blue 
badge holder spaces. EV (electrical vehicle) charging 
points will be provided on the estate 

• Additional passive surveillance onto the streets will allow 
for greater neighbourhood surveillance neighbourhood 
surveillance

• Upgrades to pathways, new drainage measures with 
landscape and hardscaping are proposed

• Traffic calming measures through raised platforms, 
mounding and shared surfacing

• Improved surfacing proposed to main gateway entrances 
into site

• Additional refuse and bike storage is proposed for all 
residents across the estate, where some unused  
“shed-type” buildings are to be upgraded and re-used

• Parking management and enforcement is proposed for 
the estate with marked out parking bays

There are issues 
with parking as  
cars are abandoned 
or not used creating 
a challenge to find 
available parking 
spaces

Parking provision 
concerns and 
a desire for EV 
charging point 
provision

Improve refuse and 
recycling storages, 
it is currently in 
haphazard locations

Desire for secure 
bike storage 
provision for  
all residents

Upgrades to 
pathways and 
roads, as the 
roads can 
sometimes 
flood

Concern about ASB 
issues – improvements 
with lighting or CCTV, 
traffic calming measures 
– prevent fly-tipping

YOU SAID: WE DID:

Infrastructure
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• Block A eastern edge has been set away 
from the boundary line 

• Proposed low profile pitched roof to Block 
B houses

• A construction management plan will 
consider phasing the construction to 
minimise disruption where possible

• The shape of Block D has been amended 
to remove less green space

• All proposed windows are 15 metres or 
more away from surrounding properties to 
prevent overlooking

• Proposed upgrades to green space 
through the introduction of wildflowers, 
shrubs, and planting of new trees

• Access to the green spaces will be 
improved with upgrades to pathways

• Clothes drying lines will be upgraded and 
replaced on the northern side of the estate

• Additional seating and benches will be 
provided across the estate for residents to 
enjoy

• Multiple new play spaces will be  
re-provided across the estate in both 
the north and south sides of the estate, 
improving access for estate residents.

Concern about 
noise and 
disruption during 
construction period

Concern of 
Block B effect 
on privacy to 
adjacent houses

We would like 
more seating  
areas across 
the estate

Please can the washing lines  
be upgraded with more 
available, they are well used in 
the north side of the estate

YOU SAID: WE DID:

Buildings

Landscaping

Improve 
playspace 
provision so 
it is on both 
sides of the 
estate, not just 
the north part 
of the estate. It 
is also in poor 
condition

Desire for 
landscaping 
upgrades to green 
spaces, have easier 
access to the green 
spaces and have 
improvements to 
planting and shrubs

I am concerned that 
Block A development 
will overlook and 
impact my privacy 
of Gaynesford Road 
houses & nearby 
conservation area
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EVOLUTION OF THE SCHEME
Following early feedback in March 2020, three key 
principles have helped shaped the early proposals 
at Valentine Court: improving connectivity around 
the estate, making better use of green spaces and 
introducing more play spaces. These principles 
feed into the current developing proposals that are 
explained on the next few pages.

The overarching design concept for the proposal 
is to introduce the new development blocks in with 
the same pattern and orientation of the existing 
blocks, to ensure they fit well into the estate. 

By doing this we aim to introduce new and more 
meaningful courtyard spaces to make the best 
use of the space and create more opportunities to 
bring the estate together.  

Furthermore, multiple new play spaces will be 
provided across the north and south side of the 
estate; currently the only play space is to the north 
of the site.  

Natural play spaces 

Providing seating areas for green spaces 

New greening on the estate 
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NEW HOMES AT VALENTINE COURT
Our proposals will introduce
housing at four new locations on
the estate, comprising low rise 
flats and houses on the Valentine 
Court estate. This will provide
approximately 41 high quality
new homes for families in need of
a home. The new buildings are 
proposed to range between 
2 and 4 storeys in height. The 
‘Caretaker’s Building’ and the 
derelict ‘Laundry Building’ would 
be replaced with new homes.

New and improved play areas will 
replace the existing play area; 
there will be a play areas in both 
the north and south sides of the 
site. This will greatly improve 
access to the play spaces, since 
there is currently only one and this 
is in the north side of the estate.

This has been influenced by estate 
residents during the landscape 
workshop, in addition to the 
feedback received during previous 
consultation in 2020 and 2021. 

We will ensure our proposals
are sensitive to the surrounding
area and will make a positive
contribution to both the estate
and the wider Forest Hill
community, providing much
needed homes for Lewisham
residents.

Listening to local residents’  
views about our plans for new
homes is an essential part of
creating quality new homes
and communities. Blocks C 
and D have changed following 
comments received from the 
community. Block D used to be 
a larger ‘L-shaped’ block that 
took up more green space. This 
has now been reduced to a linear 
block following comments from 
the last consultation to give back 
more green space.    
 
This consultation is an 
opportunity for you to view our 
updated proposals and give us 
your feedback on them. Aerial view of the site showing the proposed located of the new blocks and houses.
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7 x 3-bed flat/houses 

The provision of X wheelchair units

Gardens and balconies providing 
excellent private amenity space in 
accordance with the standards set 
out in the London Plan

Improvements to the green spaces 
including landscaping improvements 
and a new playground

Additional bike storage for new and 
existing residents 

1 2 3

OUR PROPOSALS
We are proposing to provide approximately 41 new homes in a mix of flats and houses across four different locations of the Valentine Court Estate,
including four wheelchair accessible homes. The proposed blocks will be between 2 and 4 storeys in height and will provide a range of 1, 2 and 3 homes for
social rent and shared ownership. 

Blocks A, C and D will be four storey flats, with Block A to the north of the site and C and D to the south. They will all have private balconies and use of the 
communal amenity space. Block B will be two storey houses to the west of the site which will also have private gardens. In addition, improvements to the 
estate amenities and landscaping are key features of the scheme. We are proposing to provide:

14 x 1-bed  
homes

Bike storage for new
and existing residents

7 x 3-bed  
homes

45 parking spaces will be 
provided, including seven 
blue badge holder parking 
spaces. EV charging points 

will also be introduced.

The provision of four
wheelchair accessible

homes

Parking management and 
enforcement will be on the 
estate. If a future controlled 

parking zone comes forward in 
the area, the new homes would 

be subject to a permit-free 
agreement.

Gardens and balconies
providing excellent private

amenity space

Additional refuse and 
recycling stores for 

residents

20 x 2-bed 
homes 

Strengthen
connections around

the estate
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THE LOCATION AND MASSING OF THE PROPOSED NEW BLOCKS

Aeriel sketch showing the location of the new blocks Proposed massing of the new buildings
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IMPROVEMENTS TO LANDSCAPING
Landscape Principles

Following the landscape workshop 
with residents in 2021, we were able 
to set up a series of key Landscape 
Principles to inform the proposed 
improvements to the green spaces. 

1. Conserve: Areas with key 
features that are sought to be 
preserved within the proposals. 
2. Enhance: Areas of space that 
are important for existing residents 
will be retained and improved to 
enhance the local biodiversity.
3. Transform: Key spaces within 
Valentine Court that will perform a 
new role within the development, 
for example new hard and soft 
landscaping and playspace. 

Landscape proposals

Play proposals:
• Timber play equipment for a 

range of ages
• Natural play features

New seating

Multiple new play spaces on the estate Timber play space

New planting

Bird boxes

• Timber exercise equipment and 
seating, aimed more at older 
children and adults 

• Multiple new play spaces across 
the estate

Ecology and biodiversity

• Woodland planting to shaded 
areas of the site

• Bird and bat boxes on existing 
trees and the new buildings

• Rain garden planting in lower 
areas of the site

• Biodiverse or bimodular roofs to 
new buildings

• Invertebrate habits to create new 
homes for wildlife

• Replant trees lost with native 
species of local provenance

• Meadow and wildflower planting
• Large species of trees to 

complement woodland character
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PROPOSED CGI OF BLOCK A COURTYARD 

Proposed CGI of Block A courtyard highlighting the new playspace on the estate
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PROPOSED CGI OF BLOCK B HOUSES

Proposed view of Block B houses and upgrades to landscaping
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Proposed view of Block C and D, looking on from the street

PROPOSED CGI OF BLOCKS C AND D
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PROPOSED AERIAL VIEW OF VALENTINE COURT 

Proposed aerial view of Valentine Court estate following construction
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OUR COMMITMENT TO CONSIDERATE CONSTRUCTION
We recognise that construction work can be
disruptive. As with all Lewisham Homes sites,
we will ensure that our appointed contractor is part of
the Considerate Construction Scheme (CCS).

This commits the project team and all contractors to
respect the community, protect the environment, and
ensure the area is safe for residents and workers at
all times. You can read more about the scheme by
visiting ccscheme.org.uk.

Lewisham Homes will work hard at every stage to
minimise construction disruption for local residents.
We will ensure that noise, dust and traffic impacts are
mitigated and well-managed, and that, as far as possible, 
disruption is kept to a minimum. 

If the scheme gains planning approval, we will
work with local residents to create a construction
management plan. This will include agreed working
hours and designated contact details of a member
of our team should residents have any questions or
concerns.

Lewisham Homes also has a community investment
programme where we involve the community to
ensure that additional benefits are provided for local
residents.

We will ensure residents are involved in the creation of a Construction Management Plan to keep you updated

All contractors will be part of the Considerate Construction scheme We will ensure the impact of the construction work will be kept to a minimum
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HAVE YOUR SAY

MEET THE TEAM
Visit us Online and have your say

If you or someone you 
know would like this 

document in a different 
language please contact 
Dominique Stephenson 

using the details on 
the right. 

Chantelle Barker
Head of New Initiatives  
Email: newinitiatives@ 
lewishamhomes.org.uk 

Dominique Stephenson  
Community Engagement lead

Email: newinitiatives
@lewishamhomes.org.uk 
Phone: 0800 193 0434

Thank you for taking the time to view our proposals, and thank you 
to all those who have submitted feedback so far since March 2020.
We have incorporated these comments into this final updated 
design, and we encourage you to leave any comments by filling 
in our survey. You can find out more and share your views in the 
following ways: 

Please fill in our survey and tell us what you think:  
www.valentine.commonplace.is

Call and speak to a member of the team to give 
feedback or request a printed version of the exhibition 
materials: 0800 193 0434 

E-Mail the team at: 
newinitiatives@lewishamhomes.org.uk

Visit our consultation event on Wednesday 18th August 
at 3.00-7.00pm on Valentine Court estate where block D 
is proposed on the estate, to the rear of block 73-84 for 
estate residents and for on for estate residents and for 
neighbours from the local area 

Attend our online webinar event on Wednesday 25th  
August at 6.00pm PLEASE GET IN TOUCH

New Initiatives Team
Lewisham Homes
newinitiatives@lewishamhomes.org.uk
07851 258 652 3

ELDERTON ROAD NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2020

IN THE MEANTIME, WE STILL 
WANT TO HEAR YOUR VIEWS.
We are committed to ensuring residents are 
involved from the early stages of exploring 
opportunities and want your opinions to 
shape the potential of any future development. 
There are various ways that you can give your 
valuable local knowledge and input to the 
project team and architects: Please see to the 
right, various ways you can share with us 
your comments and suggestions. 

THE PROJECT TEAM

Nick Sills 
New Initiatives 
Manager

Dominique Stephenson 
Community 
Engagement Officer

If you prefer communication in another 
language other than English, please email 

us at newinitiatives@lewishamhomes.org.uk 
or call Dominique 07719 527 807

CONTACT US

Commonplace Elderton Road web page 
eldertonroad.commonplace.is

newinitiatives@lewishamhomes.org.uk

New Initiatives Manager - Nick Sills
07719 554 193
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TIMELINE & NEXT STEPS:

AN ONLINE EVENT AND 
SURVEY WITH ESTATE RESIDENTS 
TO FIND OUT THEIR THOUGHTS 

ON ISSUES AT VALENTINE COURT 
ESTATE AND POTENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ON SIX 

LOCATIONS OF THE ESTATE 
(NOVEMBER 2020)

PLANNING 
APPLICATION 
SUBMITTED 

(AUTUMN 2021)

?

CONSIDERATION OF  
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK  

AND FURTHER SITE  
INVESTIGATIONS  

(APRIL-JULY 2021) 

INITIAL DISCUSSIONS AND 
FEEDBACK WITH VALENTINE 
COURT RESIDENTS AND THE 

WIDER COMMUNITY VIA A WALK 
AND TALK EVENT THAT REFLECTED 

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ON 
TWO LOCATIONS ON THE 
ESTATE (MARCH 2020)

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
ON INITIAL PROPOSALS  
FOR FOUR POTENTIAL  

LOCATIONS OF THE ESTATE 
AND ESTATE IMPROVEMENTS  

(APRIL 2021) 

INITIAL SITE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND CONSIDERATION OF  
COMMUNITY COMMENTS  

(NOVEMBER 2020-MARCH 2021) 

COMMUNITY UPDATE  
AND FINAL DESIGN AND  
LAUNCH COMMUNITY  

INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 
(LATE SUMMER 2021)

 EXISTING REDUNDANT 
ESTATE BUILDINGS TO 

BE DEMOLISHED 
(SEPTEMBER- 

OCTOBER 2021)

CONSULTATION  
ON UPDATED  
PROPOSALS 

(AUGUST 2021) 


