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High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain. 

Preparation for main construction works are underway in your 

area including archaeological investigations, road improvements 

and habitat creation. Utility moves for gas and electricity will take 

place later this year and early next year 

 

 
 

Community 

investment 
 

During the Summer 

volunteers from HS2 and 

Fusion JV visited Chipping 

Warden school as part of 

the HS2 Growing Spaces 

initiative.  

 

Activities included 

building a bug hotel, 

cleaning up a pond area, 

creating new flower beds 

and clearing a woodland 

area to create a shelter 

for pupils and other local 

children. 

 

    

 

 

 

  
 

 

Nisha Mejer, 

Community 

Engagement Manager 

for HS2 
My name is Nisha Mejer and I 

am your HS2 Community 

Engagement Manager. My 

role is to work with the local 

community from businesses 

to residents, parish council’s 

to local authorities on what 

HS2 works are going on in the 

local area.  

At the moment our early 

works contractors, Fusion JV 

and Buckingham Group 

Contracting Ltd, are 

undertaking some of the road 

improvements between 

Brackley and Southam.  

 

These works are to prepare 

the roads for HS2 vehicle 

movements when the main 

works start next year. The 

priority areas include 

Chipping Warden, Welsh Road 

junction, Greatworth and 

Wardington. Other enabling 

works include site clearance, 

land surveys and archaeology. 

We send out notices of our 

works to communities who 

will be immediately impacted. 

We also sent out details of up 

and coming local events and 

drop ins where you can meet 

the team working on HS2. You 

can subscribe to email alerts 

on the dedicated website for 

the area. Details are on the 

back page of this newsletter. 
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Chipping Warden 
 

 
 

 

Relief road and road improvements 
We are building a new relief road, which will men 

construction vehicles and through traffic will be 

diverted away from your village centre, reducing the 

disruption this would have caused in the town 

centre. Once HS2 is completed the relief road will 

stay, so helping to continue to reduce congestion in 

the village.  As part of the works, improvements will 

be made to Welsh Road junction and Sulgrave Road 

junction. There will also be highway widening in 

Wardington and improvements to junction 11 of the 

M40. Whilst these works are undertaken traffic 

management will be used to try and minimise the 

impact. These will include temporary traffic lights at 

off peak times; advanced road signage to warn 

driver’s works are coming up; traffic lights actively 

managed so they can be changed depending on the 

flow of traffic and regular community updates. 

Heave Trial 
Our main works contractor, Eiffage Kier (EK), has 

used ground investigation (GI) surveys to give us 

more information about the land where the new 

railway will be built. High speed trains need a flatter 

track, passing over and under the natural landscape, 

so understanding the ground conditions is vital to 

building a safe railway. We have dug boreholes 

between 40 and 50 metres deep in the fields and in 

the coming weeks we will undertake more GI 

surveys. The heave monitoring site in Wormleighton, 

near Boddington, is a trial site to see how the ground 

behaves in a cutting. We have inserted monitoring 

devices and tested the ground in real time which has 

given us a very detailed picture of the ground 

conditions. 
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Other works 
 

 
 

 

Chipping Warden Archaeology 

HS2 is conducting a massive archaeological project 

along the whole length of the route from London to 

Birmingham. But before we start digging we 

undertake desk based research. We study 

documentary evidence such as records, maps and 

photographs to find out if there is any possible 

archaeological interest in the land that would benefit 

from further study. Field surveys are then carried 

out using modern equipment to understand what is 

below the ground, without the need to dig. Every 

kind of material has unique magnetic properties. 

Features below the ground can cause the Earth’s 

magnetic field to be altered and this is detectable 

using sensitive magnetometers. 

 

Trial trenches are then dug in various locations. 

These are usually dug mechanically and are between 

25m and 50m in length and up to 1.8 m wide but 

quite shallow although this may vary. Experienced 

field archaeologists closely supervise the work and 

any features discovered are surveyed, very carefully 

hand excavated, cleaned and recorded. 

 

What can be found?  

Artefacts - objects made or that have been adapted 

to use by humans. 

Features - signs of human modification to the site 

including evidence of building, cooking or heating, 

waste pits and burials 

Eco facts - evidence of the local environment and its 

resources being used such as snail shells, seeds, and 

butchered bones. 

 

 

    

  

 

 

   
 

 



 

 

Keeping you informed   
We are committed to keeping you informed about work on 

HS2. This includes ensuring you know what to expect and when 

to expect it, as well as how we can help. 

Residents’ Charter and Commissioner 

The Residents’ Charter is our promise to communicate 

as clearly as we possibly can with people who live 

along or near the HS2 route.  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-residents-

charter 

We also have an independent Residents’  

Commissioner whose job is to make sure we keep to 

the promises we make in the Charter and to keep it 

under constant review. Find reports at: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltd- 

residents-commissioner 

You can contact the Commissioner at: 

residentscommissioner@hs2.org.uk 

Construction Commissioner 
The Construction Commissioner’s role is to mediate 

and monitor the way in which HS2 Ltd manages and 

responds to construction complaints. You can contact 

the Construction Commissioner by emailing:  

complaints@hs2-cc.org.uk 

Property and compensation  
You can find out all about HS2 and properties along 

the line of route by visiting: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-property 

Find out if you’re eligible for compensation at: 

www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-by-hs2 

Holding us to account 
If you are unhappy for any reason you can make a 

complaint by contacting our HS2 Helpdesk team. For 

more details on our complaints process, please visit 

our website: 

www.hs2.org.uk/how-to-complain 
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High Speed Two (HS2) Limited, registered in England and Wales. 

Registered office: Two Snowhill, Snow Hill Queensway, Birmingham B4 6GA.  

Company registration number: 06791686. VAT registration number: 181 4312 30 

 

Please contact us if you’d like a free copy 

of this document in large print, Braille, 

audio or easy read. You can also contact 

us for help and information in a different 

language. 

HS2 Ltd is committed to protecting personal 

information. If you wish to know more about 

how we use your personal information 

please see our Privacy Notice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publication

s/high-speed-two-ltd-privacy-notice 

Contact Us 

Contact our HS2 Helpdesk team all day, 

every day of the year on:  

Freephone 08081 434 434 

Minicom 08081 456 472 

Email HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 

Write to: 

FREEPOST  

HS2 Community Engagement  

Website www.hs2.org.uk  

To keep up to date with what is 

happening in your local area, visit: 

www.HS2innorthants.co.uk 

http://www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-by-hs2
http://www.hs2.org.uk/

