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Community engagement at a glance (Dec 2019 – Jan  2020) 

Since we last met…. 

We have engaged with 163 people at events and in the HS2 in Camden 
information centre. 

Overall in 2019 we engaged with 920 people at events and in the HS2 in 
Camden information centre. 

We have had 64,094 visitors to the HS2 in Camden commonplace website 
with 1,196 subscribers to news updates.  

In total £2.7m of funding has been awarded to 45 local projects through 
the Camden Fund and £450,000 to 7 local projects through CEF and BLEF. 

 

Community awards - 2020 

Camden Fund awards 

January 2020 

Bloomsbury Football – to use football to bring the community together, forging 
friendships, promoting health and wellbeing, and help children develop confidence and 
life skills. 
 
Camden City Islington and Westminster Bereavement service – to deliver group 
sessions for adults who are suffering traumatic bereavement. Group work will help 
people to support each other through grief and develop coping strategies. 
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Camden Shorinji Kempo – using the foundations of a Japanese martial arts to devise 
and run a programme that helps women and LGBTQ+ people gain confidence and 
transferable leadership skills. 
 
Contemporary Dance Trust Ltd (the Place) – an 
inclusive dance project which engages a wide range of 
community groups to create pop-up street 
performances, coming together in a large-scale 
celebration at the Somers Town festival. 
 
Edith Neville Primary School – to deliver two projects. 
Project 1: whole school visit to the seaside to develop 
links with and between the wider school community. 
Project 2: Year 5 School Journey to allow children to leave 
central London and develop independence and 
resilience. 
 
Hopscotch Asian Women’s Centre – to deliver a programme of practical and 
emotional support to struggling families with young children to enable them to meet 
their children’s needs and move towards skills for training and employment. 
  
Primrose Hill Primary School – a programme of performing and creative arts 
workshops accompanied by teacher training and in-class teaching resources for 
Camden-based schools. The project will culminate in a drama festival to celebrate 
achievements and unite communities. 
 
Somers Town History Club – to work towards a History 
Space to develop audiences, engage with partners and 
business planning, through community participation 
activities to help co-create content using community 
researchers. 
 
STORE Schools and Projects CIC – to run design, 
architecture and art after school clubs for state school 
students.  Students will learn a range of skills including 
glassblowing, 3D printing, ceramics and pattern cutting. 

 

 

 
 

Source: 17/03/2020 
https://www.camdengiving.org.uk/thecamdenfund  

 

Source: 17/03/2020 
https://www.camdengiving.org.uk/thecamdenfund  
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Engagement 
  
 Regular drop-in events 

 
o Drop-in events have provided an 

opportunity for the community to 
discuss the construction works with 
our technical teams from CSjv, 
Network Rail, Thames Water and SCS. 

o Recent discussions include the 
demolition works on Regent’s Park 
Estate, the first elements of the main 
works, the vehicle holding area and 
plans for the removal of spoil. 

o On 4 March the team gave an update on the utilities works taking place and 
coming up around Euston station. 
 
 

 

 Chalton Street Market 
o We continue to attend the Chalton 

Street Market on the first Friday of 
the month (subject to weather). 

o Questions asked include the 
construction works, the CEF and BLEF 
funds and the project as a whole. 
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Skills and Education 

 Growing Spaces 
o We have begun delivering our Growing 

Spaces healthy living programme in 
Camden. 

o St. Mary’s and St Pancras School were 
the first Camden school to run the 
programme.  The children had fun 
working alongside HS2 staff to plant a 
raised bed to grow vegetables and fruit.  
The school have requested to do similar 
activities in the future. 

 

 

 Schools engagement 
o Our teams have been busy delivering skills activities in local schools. 
o We attended careers events at Maria Fidelis and Hampstead schools to raise 

awareness of careers in the construction industry. 
o We met with a group of students 

with special educational needs and 
disabilities from Maria Fidelis school 
to provide them insights into career 
options and pathways on the 
project. 

o We are supporting pupils at Torriano 
Primary School with their STEAM 
workshop on the topic of transport, 
past, present and future. 

o We also delivered a STEAM workshop at the UCL Academy. 
o During National Apprenticeship Week we attended an apprenticeship fair at 

the King’s Cross Construction Skills Centre to promote current and 
forthcoming opportunities on the project.  
 
 
 

 Careers opportunities 
o A number of apprenticeship and graduate opportunities are currently being 

advertised covering a range of skills including business administration, cyber 
security, engineering, procurement and project management. 

o More details are available at: https://www.hs2.org.uk/careers/future-talent 
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Engaging with Town Planners of the future 

 

 
We had an opportunity to share our experience of the planning 

process with the next generation of planners, when one of the HS2 
Town Planning Managers recently presented to 60 University College 

London masters students.  He gave an overview of HS2 and the 
journey we have been on from inception to the start of construction 
works. The presentation was well-received and the students asked a 

lot of questions related to their studies. 
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Working groups 
 
The ECRG working groups covering noise insulation, traffic, air quality and 
trees and design development are an opportunity for complex technical 
topics to be discussed in detail outside of the main ECRG meeting and for 
suggestions and proposals from the community to be considered.  Below are 
a summary of topics covered recently. 
 
 Noise Insulation  

o Progress on noise insulation installations. 
o An update was provided on the SCS noise model. 
o We discussed the installation of the slimline secondary glazing solutions for 

heritage properties. 
o We discussed mitigation measures to avoid damp and mould. 

 Traffic 
o Traffic Management proposals for all works. 
o The cycle strategy. 
o Updates on the utility works on Eversholt Street. 
o The utility works programme around Euston station. 

 
 Air Quality and Trees 

 
o No meetings have been held during this reporting timeframe.   
o The community representatives have requested that we review the frequency 

of meetings.  We will update at the ECRG meeting on 24 March. 
   

 Ongoing Design Development  
 

o No meetings held during this reporting timeframe. 
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Complaints and Enquiries  

 Complaints included: 
o Noise and vibration from the demolition of the Euston Towers. 
o Dust from the demolitions at the Regent’s Park Estate – complaints were 

investigated and it was noted that no trigger alerts were received during 
these periods, indicating that mitigation was effective. Best Practice 
Mitigation methods with regard to dust suppression remain under review 
and in place at all times. 

o Noise from Network Rail night-time works – the noise was from the 
demolition of the west ramp at Euston station, that took place at night due to 
the proximity to the operational railway.  The remainder of work was far 
enough away from the track and the passengers that it was possible to carry 
out the work during the day to reduce disturbance.  

 

 Enquiries included: (including those received at the HS2 in Camden information 
centre) 

o Planned activities at the Adelaide Road vent shaft. 
o Locations and durations of parking suspensions. 
o Requests for site visits. 
o Requests for information from university students. 
o Archaeology at St James’s Gardens. 
o Current status of noise insulation and mechanical ventilation at individual 

properties. 


