
Response to Consultation Paper 2  Automated vehicles: passenger services and public 
transport. A second joint consultation paper. 

In response to final question raised in this consultation paper -  

"Is there any other issue within our terms of reference which we should be considering in 
the course of this review?",  we would offer the following: 

 
Background 

Lewisham Living Streets think that the pressure to facilitate the development and use of 
autonomous vehicles may bring about fundamental changes to amenities for pedestrians on 
our streets. 

Currently designers are having challenges with the sensory devices that identify humans on 
the road or at the roadside.  Moreover, the systems that control autonomous vehicles are 
failing to successfully predict pedestrian movements within "satisfactory levels of 
risk".  Problems of satisfactory identification and predictability may create too many 
instances where autonomous vehicles are unable to move on most roads in London. 

As a consequence, it may be proposed to create designated routes for autonomous vehicles 
along the capital's main roads where pedestrian activity is controlled and made more 
predictable.  The development of autonomous vehicles therefore indicates that changes 
may be made to road design that would adversely affect pedestrians and create new 
barriers to active travel, community cohesion and permeability. 

Some UK roads already exclude pedestrians for safety reasons - these mainly include 
motorway class roads and some other trunk roads (that includes all of the Strategic Road 
Network and some of the Primary Road Network).  There are few of these within Greater 
London. 

In the light of the development of autonomous vehicles and in order to protect pedestrians, 
London Living Streets believes that the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 
should go some way to include the principle that no vehicle system should harm people. 

The policies we are proposing below will help protect Londoners from a quick-fix approach 
that may have far-reaching consequences for the quality of life on our streets.  

Policies 

1. (Excepting those where pedestrians are already excluded), no public highway in 
London should be re-designated so as to exclude any pedestrian use of that public 
highway. 

2. Unless a moving vehicle is at all times under the proper control of a person in, or on 
that vehicle then any function of that vehicle must primarily act to avoid physical and 
psychological harm to pedestrian road users. 

 
 
Michael Diamond, Vice chair 
Lewisham Living Streets Group 



lewishamgroup@livingstreets.org.uk         

 
Living Streets is holding your data so we can email you our news and local information where we can. We won’t share your details with 
any third parties and you can unsubscribe at any time. To unsubscribe reply to this email with ‘Unsubscribe Me’ in the subject header. 
  
Living Streets is a Registered Charity in England and Wales (no. 1108448) and Scotland (no. SC039808) and a Registered Company (no. 
5368409).  
  
This e-mail is intended solely for the addressee and is strictly confidential. If you are not the intended addressee, please do not read, print, 
retransmit, store or act in reliance on it or any attachments. Instead please notify us immediately, e-mail it back to the sender and delete 
the message from your computer  

 

 

 

www.livingstreets.org.uk/walkingsummit  
  
 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by 
the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by 
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful 
place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more 
Click Here. 
 

http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walkingsummit
http://www.mimecast.com/products/
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walkingsummit

