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RESTRICTION ORDER PURSUANT TO SECTION 19(2)(b) OF THE INQUIRIES ACT 2005 IN 

RELATION TO THE IDENTITY OF PEOPLE GIVING INTERVIEWS OR INTELLIGENCE TO 

HMIP 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background 

1. The Inquiry was established to investigate the decisions, actions and circumstances 

surrounding the mistreatment of detainees at Brook House Immigration Removal Centre 

broadcast in the BBC Panorama programme 'Undercover: Britain’s Immigration Secrets’ on 4 

September 2017. 

 

2. On 12 March 2022, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) applied for a restriction order 

in relation to the identities of people who had given interviews or intelligence to HMIP as part 

of their role as a statutory inspector.  

 

3. In my determination dated 22 March 2022, I granted the application in relation to the identities 

of staff members who have given interviews to HMIP, and the source of other intelligence 

provided to HMIP.  

   

4. Whilst that determination referred to a specific list of documents, it has become clear that other 

documents provided to the Inquiry also refer to such individuals. As a result, this Order is made 

to give effect to that determination and to my intention that the identities of such individuals 

should be protected in all documents which relate to their evidence or intelligence to HMIP, 

regardless of the documents in which they appear.  
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Restriction Order 

5. Having regard to sections 19(1), 19(3)(b) and 19(4) a Restriction Order is imposed pursuant 

to section 19(2)(b) of the Inquiries Act 2005 to prohibit the disclosure or publication of any 

information tending to reveal:  

 

a. The identities of staff members who have given interviews to HMIP; and 

b. The identities of certain other individuals who provided intelligence to HMIP, 

 

within the context of the interviews and/or intelligence they have provided to HMIP.  

 

6. This Restriction Order binds all members of the public. 

 

7. The Restriction Order prohibits, except in the circumstances set out in paragraphs 9 to 11 

below, the disclosure or publication of the name of any staff members who have given 

interviews to HMIP or certain other individuals who provided intelligence to HMIP whose 

identity has been redacted and/or ciphered by the Inquiry in circumstances where doing so 

may link them with the evidence considered by the Inquiry. This includes, but is not limited to, 

individuals ciphered or redacted as having given an interview or provided intelligence to HMIP 

within the documents or referred to in the transcripts published in the following ways: 

 

a. On the 'hearings' and 'evidence' pages of the Brook House Inquiry's website; 

b. In any report of the Inquiry, and any documents published with it. 

 

8. For the avoidance of doubt, publication includes publishing information on any website, blog, 

Twitter or other social media. 

 
Exceptions 

9. This Restriction Order does not prohibit the disclosure or publication of any information that is 

already in, or is put into, the public domain otherwise than by breach of any term of this 



 

 

Restriction Order, provided no direct link is made in such disclosure or publication to evidence 

heard by the Inquiry in relation to the individual, or individuals, to whom the information relates. 

 
10. This Restriction Order does not prohibit the disclosure or publication of any information which 

may reveal the identity of any staff members who have given interviews to HMIP or certain 

other individuals who provided intelligence to HMIP in any context other than their interviews 

with and/or intelligence provided to HMIP.  

 

11. In the case of public authorities, the restrictions specified in this Order take effect subject to 

the terms of section 20(6) of the Inquiries Act 2005. 

 
General Provisions 

12. Pursuant to section (20)(4) of the Inquiries Act 2005, I may vary or revoke this Restriction Order 

by making a further order during the course of the Inquiry. 

 

13. Any person affected by this Order may in accordance with section 20 of the Inquiries Act 2005 

apply to vary its terms. 

 

14. This Restriction Order continues in force indefinitely, or unless the Order is varied or revoked 

pursuant to section 20 of the Inquiries Act 2005. 

 

Kate Eves 

Chair of the Brook House Public Inquiry 

29 March 2022 

 


