
WITNESS STATEMENT OF D313 

I, 1 D313 ! DPA ! currently residing at i_.__._._._._._._._._.__._.__._._ make 

this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 2006. I declare that the 

contents are true to the best of my knowledge and belief I wish to state as follows: 

My name is[. D313 1_ I am not known by any other names. I make this statement 

as a witness in the Inquiry into Brook House Immigration Removal Centre (IRC). 

2. I am a national of Morocco and I am a I was detained at Brook House IRC between 

30 May 2017 and 28 June 2017 when I was released on bail [Tab 5 in Annex 1, pages 54 —

57]. 

This was not my first time in immigration detention, nor was it my last. I have been detained 

at various detention centres including at Heathrow IRCs. 

4. I was granted 30 months leave to remain on 21 June 2021 after my appeal against the 

decision to refuse to revoke my deportation order was allowed on an Article 3 basis.[TAB 2 

in Annex 1, pages 3-33] 

5. I suffered from drug addiction from the age of Lin years old. In consequence of these 

problems, I have spent time in prison. I stopped using when I was released from 

immigration detention in 2019. I have not misused drugs since this date. 

6. 1 no longer have weekly drug tests but when I did, I tested clean. I continue to take 1-----1 

which helps me to remain drug-free. Since I stopped taking drugs, my life has completely 

changed for the better. I am fortunate to have been given another chance in life. 
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7. 1 have not been detained nor have I had any legal issues since I got clean. This allows me to 

take care of my elderly mother and my unwell brother. I was very proud that a judge 

complimented my hard work when he allowed my appeal [Tab 2 in Annex 1, page 30]: 

"The result of this therapy is that he has gone from being a persistent criminal continuously 

passing through the criminal justice system to being a law abiding person capable of caring 

for himsey and those around him" 

8. I have suffered from mental ill-health for many years and still struggle to cope with this. I 

have been diagnosed as suffering from severe depression and anxiety. I have self-harmed for 

a number of years, including whilst I was in detention. 

9. I have been assessed on a number of times by a psychiatrist, including whilst I was detained 

and before my appeal. 

10. Dr Lisa Wootton first met with me whilst I was detained at IRC Harmondsworth on 24 May 

2017 [Tab 16 of Annex 1, page 446]. I am aware that she diagnosed me with the following 

conditions in a report dated 25 May 2017: 

a) A learning difficulty. 

b) Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and conduct disorder. 

c) Personality Disorder 

d) Mood disorder 

e) Substance dependence 

11. In the same report [Tab 16 of Annex 1, pages 449-450], Dr Wootton also stated that she 

believed that my detention was likely to increase my stress levels and have a negative effect 

on my mental health. This led to an increased risk of self-harm and suicide whilst in detention 
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12. Dr Wootton also believed that I was extremely likely to continue to self-harm as I had been 

using this as a coping mechanism since adolescence and that I had a number of risk factors 

for completed suicide [Tab 16 of Annex 1, page 450]. 

13. I was seen again by Dr Wootton in April 2020. In the report dated 29 April 2020 [Tab 13 of 

Annex 1, pages 412-428]. Dr Wootton confirmed my previous conditions and accepted the 

further conclusions made by Dr Tim Green, discussed below. 

14. Dr Wootton said the following in relation to my achievements in her report, 

current achievements are notable. He has gone from years of persistent 

substance use and offending to abstinence from illicit substances and keeping out of 

trouble...1425] 

15. As to my risk of self-harm, Dr Wootton said in that same report [Annex 1, page 422] 

9313 ; is currently at moderate risk of self-harm. He continues to experience 

difficult emotions and has self-harmed on occasion since his release from prison 

despite the relative stability of his situation and his abstinence from illicit substances. 

His risk of self harm is closely linked to stress and the risk will increase when he 

experiences stress. His risk of suicide is currently reduced by his relative stability, the 

family support available to him and his abstinence from illicit substances. His suicide 

risk will increase if he is using illicit substances, if he loses the support his family 

provide and/or if he is detained J risk of self-harm and suicide will be high 

if he is returned to Morocco. 

The most important protective factors at the current time are the structures and 

supports around him. This includes both family and professionals. Despite this support 

D313 lrontinues to have thoughts of self-harm. As already described,L_E911...J 

has a long history ofself-harm and suicide attempts. His risk increases when he feels 

stressed and he is very sensitive to these feelings. The best way to manage his risk of 

suicide is to maintain his current support structures. As soon as these are removed he 
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will be destabilised and the risk will increase and become high. He is also likely to 

return to using illicit substances which will further destabilise him and further 

increase his risk of suicide." 

16. I have suffered from a severe learning disability since my childhood. I am almost completely 

illiterate. This was confirmed in a learning psychologist's report [Tab 12 of Annex 1, pages 

365 - 411]. Dr Tim Green said in his report dated 3 August 2020, 

"Measurement of L D313 intelligence in this assessment demonstrated, across 

two separate measures of psychometric evaluation as well as psychometric objective 

evaluation of possible malingering, purposeful sub optimal effort indicates that 

1,-.--Ei313 lhas an IQ that falls well below the 5th percentile. This means that well over 

95% of the general adult's population would achieve a higher score when tested with 

the same psychometric assessments apparatus. It is therefore the case thatL.p113_...1 

has an IQ/intellectual functioning that is significantly impaired. Additionally, r;3-13-1 
rifiiiilmemory appears to be significantly impaired when compared to the general 

population average (sic)." [Tab 12 of Annex 1, page 404] 

17. This meant that I was judged not to have litigation capacity during my successful appeal. The 

expert, Dr Tim Green stated in the capacity certificate prepared for my appeal, 

D313 as had a significant personality disorder with attendant substance mis-

use, self-harm, relationship instability throughout his life time. This collateral 

information, along with the assessments sessions 1 undertook all point to this being a 

severe disorder, which is best treated though management and input form relevant 

agencies, but will only ever be `managed' and will not be 'cured'. It is unlikely that 

this will change in the foreseeable future and I am confident the rigours of a trial, 

seeing as he struggled so hard with the assessment with me, which is a very different 

context, would prove too much for him to reasonably meaningfully participate (sic)." 

18. In this witness statement, I have tried my best to remember my experiences at Brook House 

IRC. 
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19.1 have met with my Solicitor and he has gone through the disclosure with me. 

20. 1 have requested any footage showing me being assaulted in Brook House IRC but not been 

provided with the same. Not having the footage makes it more difficult to respond to the 

Inquiry's request for information, particularly in relation to the incident when I was 

assaulted by DCO Sean Sayers. 

21. It has been very difficult and traumatic for me to prepare this statement but I want to assist the 

Inquiry with as much information as I can remember. 

22. Further, it has now been almost four years since I was detained at Brook House IRC. The 

following account contains everything I can remember at present, depending on memories of 

my detention at Brook House IRC coming back to me or if I receive further information. 

Arrival at Brook House 

23. I was transferred to Brook House IRC directly from Harmondsworth IRC on 29 May 2017. 

This was not my first time in Brook House IRC. 

24. When I arrived at Brook House IRC, there was a plan to deport me to Morocco on 30 May 

2017 [CJS006629_0001], the day after my arrival. I was held in Rule 40 Isolation before this 

proposed flight. [Tab 10 at Annex 1, page 270] 

25. It was really frightening to be held in isolation at this point. I felt like harming myself. I was 

getting removed to a country that I hadn't been to for so many years. I didn't know when my 

flight was and I couldn't prepare for it. I was by myself and I was just walking up and down. 

I had no one to talk to. I was very upset and I was in tears. 

26. This was stopped after my representatives applied for judicial review [HOM019903_0002] 

challenging my fitness to fly. 
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27. I do not remember much about what happened when I arrived at Brook House IRC, but I may 

have refused an induction because I had been to various detention centres and I knew Brook 

House MC from when I was there previously. The detention staff just show you the same 

thing every time an induction is completed and I didn't need to see this again. 

[02006629_001] 

The environment 

28. My experiences of Brook House IRC are extremely negative. In particular, the conditions at 

Brook House were very similar to a prison as we were locked in for much of the day and we 

were treated like prisoners. 

29. The main differences between prison and Brook House IRC were that in Brook House IRC 

we were allowed to have mobile phones so we were more easily able to speak to family 

members and legal representatives, whereas mobile phones were not permitted in prison. 

However, the mobile phones only worked in some areas. It worked outside but indoors, you 

had to go in the right place for them to work. 

30. At Brook House 1RC we were locked in at night between 9PM and 8AM and at lunch time 

whilst waiting to be fed but in prison, unless you had a job, we were locked in for 23 hours a 

day. 

31. The worst thing for me about being in a detention centre, including whilst at Brook House, is 

that I was so worried about getting deported all of the time. 

32. 1 had my own cell at Brook House 1RC and 1 am aware that a healthcare assessment has 

been disclosed that I should not be given a shared cell due to: [CJS001007] 

A) Psychosis 

B) Extremely disturbed behaviour 

C) Failure or inability to engage with the reception health process 

D) Agitation or aggression 
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33. In prison I often had a shared cell. However, sometimes the people they tried to put me in 

with were not well so I couldn't cope with them being in the same cell with me. I also was 

under observation sometimes when I was self-harming. 

34. I would have preferred to have shared with someone else actually. At least I would have had 

someone to talk to. 

35. At Brook House IRC I felt depressed and lonely as I had no one to talk to during long 

periods locked into my cell. The cell was cold and I had nothing to do. I would often self-

harm whilst I was alone at night. I felt that I had no hope and I thought about ending my life. 

I didn't report how 1 was feeling, as there was no one I trusted enough to open up to. I didn't 

want everyone to know how bad my mental health was. 

36. I was really worried that if I trusted one staff member and opened up to them that they 

would tell someone else and everyone would find out. I was very scared that people would 

know how I was truly feeling. 

37. Whilst I was a drug addict, I did a lot of things that I am not proud of. I have been in trouble 

a lot and I have a lot of a convictions. However, I have never had any convictions for any 

gang related activity and I have never been involved in a gang. The majority of my 

convictions are related to Le—t—fi—wvant IL?! ̂ lilivaT.trt; to pay for my drug habit. Nor was I part 

of any gang whilst I was detained at Brook House IRC. I generally spent time with men who 

I knew from my time in prison and people of Moroccan and Algerian nationality but none of 

my friendships were gang related. 

38. It was normal for detainees at Brook House IRC to spend time with people from the same 

country as it was difficult to survive in a place like that without any friends and it was often 

easier to establish friendships with people who shared a language and aspects of culture. 
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39. I don't remember if I ever pushed my cell bell whilst at Brook House IRC, but I know others 

did and the officers took a lot of time to respond. You could hear the officers talking and 

moving around as they were situated in a room nearby. You couldn't really hear what they 

were saying, it was just noises. The cells were just walls so all songs just echoed. You could 

hear everything. It made it difficult to sleep. 

My Mental 111 health/Healthcare 

40. As discussed above, I have suffered from mental ill-health since I was a child. 

41. During the course of my legal case, my representatives have obtained various medical 

reports (see Tabs 12, 13, 15 and 16 of Annex 1]. I can confirm that I am aware of the 

contents from having extracts read to me previously, although I have not asked my legal 

representative to read the extracts back to me again for the purposes of this statement as I 

find it distressing to remember how bad my health was whilst I was detained. 

42. When I first arrived at Brook House IRC from prison, I had a healthcare induction with a 

nurse. In my first night screening the following notes were taken: [CJS006629_0001] 

"Has not stayed in a psychiatric hospital (Y08e2) 

Has not received medication for menial health problems (Y08e6) 

Prisoner has not tried to harm themselves (in prison) (Y09.19) 

Prisoner has not tried to harm themselves (outside prison) (Y09fa) 

Prisoner has a psychiatric nurse or care worker in the community : no (Y09d1) 

No suicidal thoughts (XaIJ7) 

Sensitive/Irrelevant 

Prison first reception health assessment completed (XaYXV) 

Reduced drugs misuse (XaKSD) _ ;was taken 2 days ago 

No thoughts of deliberate self harm (Xaluw) 

Smoker (137R.) 

Prisoners alcohol intake week before custody (YX013) 0 Units / Week 

Born in Morocco (XaG4T) 

8 

DL0000233_0008 



Health information not received from outside source: no (Y09cc) 

Has no outstanding hospital/ Doctors appointments (Y0718) 

Speaks English well (13Z67) 

Fit to attend gym (XaKkp) 

Main spoken language English (XaG5t) 

Religion NOS (XE0oe) 

211 (H33..) 

Not disabled (Y3416) 

Fit for normal location, work and any cell occupancy (YX035) 

Impressions of the prisoners behaviour and mental state (YX023) - appears calm and 

content 

Never (Y4062) 

H/O: chickenpox (141A.) 

Health related observations about the prisoners physical appearance (YX010) -

appears healthy 

Observation of appearance of skin (Ual cl) - appears hydrated and intact 

120 / 81 mmHg 

Medication In Possession Status: In possession - 28 days 

Suitable for in-possession medication (XaYM5)" 

43. The record suggests that I had not tried to harm myself in prison or outside of prison and that 

I did not have thoughts of deliberate self-harm. As explained above, I have self-harmed since 

adolescence and I have self-harmed in prison and in immigration detention. I cannot now 

recall whether I was asked about self-harm but if I had been asked I am not sure I would have 

admitted to it. I feel embarrassed that I have mental health issues and thoughts of self-harm 

and I find it difficult to explain myself. It would have been very difficult for me to talk about 

thoughts of self-harm to a stranger who T had just met shortly after arriving at Brook House 

IRC. 1 am the sort of person who takes a while to open up to people and 1 need a lot of support 

to talk about my problems. 
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44. However, my medical records would have confirmed that I had a history of self-harm at the 

time of this assessment [for example Dr Wootton's report dated 25 May 2017, and my prison 

medical records set out in the paragraphs below] and the entry says that health information 

had not been received from an outside source, so it seems my history was not considered. [See 

also Tab 10 of Annex 1, page 270 which indicates the Home Office was aware of the contents 

of Dr Wootton's report by at the latest 30 May 2017 — "Dr Lisa Wootton has provided a 

detailed psychiatric report..."] 

45. My SystmOne medical records record this history (Tab 17 of Annex 1, pages 464 — 687), 

including the following examples: 

"24 April 2010 16:25 ...history: [XJ Intentional self:harm...small cuts to left forearm 

approx. 1 cm in size...patients states he is feeling better in mood now he has cut himself. 

He self harmed for many years... 

4 May 2020 14:19...self-harm...seen following self harm incident, superficial cuts to 

left forearmlwrist... 

15 June 2010 17:40...called to Ellis wing by S/0 Edgar who said that! D313 r had 

self harmed again... 

17 June 201010: 25 ...self:harm...has very superficial scratches on front of trunk from 

neck to above belly button... 

13 July 2010: ... decided to scratch both uppers arms and chest... 

25 July 2010...brought to health care self harm with scratches to left fore arm [sic] 

done with a razor... 

2 September 2010 ... on an ACCT as was feeling vulnerable and self harmed last week 

5 September 2012 ... has recently self harmed in court ... 

13 November 2013 ...has started self harming again wrists [sic] 

14 November 2013 ... open ACCT ...placed on ACCT following a self harm incident 

in cell 

01 July 2014 ..1 D313 is feeling low and has made attempts to self harm... 
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24 June 2016 ...client indicated that he self harmed last week... 

05 May 2016 ...He states that in the past he has self harmed but states that he does nto 

have any thoughts of self-harm or suicide at present". 

46. The records also document my history of suicide: 

"Attempted hanging in 2009 ...HMP Wandsworth 1995 attempted hanging on 

window...Previous hx of attempted hanging in 2009 and 2011" (Tab 17 of Annex 1, 

pages 501 — 511). 

47. I also do not remember whether I was asked about what medication I was receiving for my 

mental health. I was certainly taking medication for my mental health whilst I was in prison, 

as confirmed by my medical records [Tab 17 at Annex 1, page 735] which note I was taking 

Sensitive/Irrelevant 

48. I believe I saw a nurse once or twice more whilst I was there between the dates referred to 

above. 

49. For example, there is one note in which I am complaining about stress/pain on 31 May: 

[CJS006629 0003] 

"History: 22.30hrs called to wing on arrival detainee was sitting in bed complaining 

of thoracic pain 

Examination: Observations were L.  Sensitive/Irrelevant 

Diagnosis: No SOB noted can talk the whole sentence without any difficulty 

Plan: According to him he has been having this pain for several days, when asked why 

he did not tell m/o he stated 

that he thinks its due to stress related advised him to come and talk to RMN he is also 

concerned of being deported 

hack to his country." 

1 References to my medication have been redacted in my medical records disclosed to the inquiry at CJ 5006629 and 
CJS001048. 
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50.1 remember that I was given some tablets by healthcare but I do not know exactly what they 

were. I believe that this was for my mental health so it may have been 1:87:;.a. ;;;;; 

[CJS006629 00003] 

51. I did not attend some pre-booked appointments with doctors whilst I was at Brook House IRC. 

This would have been when i was unwell or if 1. didn't feel with it. i didn't particularly trust 

anyone working at Brook House IRC, including healthcare professionals working there and I 

didn't really want to explain what was happening. 

52. I suffered for many years and I was already mistrustful of medical professionals. I feel that I 

wanted to build a relationship before 1 would come to trust a medical professional but this 

never happened at Brook House IRC. Being detained did not make me feel very trusting and 

instead I felt that they wouldn't help me. I didn't trust them because I just thought they were 

part of the system. I never asked for help because I was scared. 

53. I was still on the 1:;21F:47.1.:::^1] program at Brook House IRC but they were cutting this down 

because as they wanted to remove me. This meant that I was having my dose decreased so I 

would be okay to fly to Morocco where 1 may not have been able to have L8.!*!̀ ". 17a straight 

away or at all. This was inhumane and made me feel really unwell. It dangerously damaged 

my mental health and it made me just want to hurt myself - [Tab 17 of Annex 1, pages 710-

714] 

54.1 am aware of some examples of where I have had negative impacts from withdrawal, whilst 

I was detained. 

"20 April 2017 10.42: withdrawal Custody Health ObservatioN 

Scale...sweating: over past 1/2 hour not accounted for by room temperature or patient 

activity; subjective report of chills or flushing... 

20 April 2017 10.45: ... this gentleman has been released from HMP Pentonville. He 

has been Lakin these but he has not taken any as he went for RD but RD 

failed...Kindly review him as he is withdrawing. 
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20 April 2017 11.12 ...says he had been detoxed at Pentonville ...MUST see S'MT -

URGENT task ... 

20 April 2017 15:57 ...not in withdrawal. Had 4mg.s1.—..-•-•—itoday 

7 May 2017 ... his main concern is hisi ;ti due to his acute exac he feels his req 

forir-..—Ineeds to be increased 

14 May 2017 ... detainee came to healthcare demanding OST... he reports subjective 

sweating, aches and pains, headache...does not appear to be in withdrawal" 

55.1 didn't get clean or think about getting clean at Brook House IRC because I was too worried 

about getting deported. 

Abuse and mistreatment of detainees at Brook House IRC 

56. My experience was that the people who worked at Brook House IRC were extremely 

aggressive and they seemed to enjoy punishing detainees. The officers maintained a culture 

of intimidation and fear within Brook House IRC, which they used to control the detainees. 

57. I remember many of us were scared of the staff. I was worried that if I did anything that they 

thought was bad, I would be targeted by the officers. This was a very common topic of 

conversation amongst detainees. A lot of people said that they were scared of what might 

happen to them. 

58. There was a horrible tension in the air. 

59. I know that a lot of individuals were assaulted by the officers because I either witnessed it or 

heard about it from other detainees. However, on many occasions the detainees who had been 

assaulted would be removed from the country and nobody would hear from them again. 

Individuals who didn't speak English had it particularly bad. The officers would therefore get 

away with it. This allowed the violence to continue. 
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60. I remember when I was assaulted by Officer Sayers on 15 June 2017 whilst I was detained at 

Brook House IRC [see TRN000093, KENCOV1036, V2017061500019 clip 3 for discussion 

of this incident]. I knew Officer Sayers as a big man who was very aggressive towards the 

detainees. I was aware of his reputation even before he assaulted me. He was very recognisable 

and he seemed to think that he was very hard. You couldn't ask him to do anything. I 

remember seeing detainees asking him for supplies like mops but he said no because he 

couldn't be bothered. 

61. I remember seeing one incident where Officer Sayers used force towards someone. I think the 

detainee was Romanian and didn't speak English. I think he had mental health issues. The 

detainee said something and Officer Sayers grabbed him and put him on the floor and put his 

knee on his back. Then the bell went and lots of officers arrived to put handcuffs on the 

detainee and take him away. The detainee was screaming and crying. 

62. One of my cells was next to the block [it may have been DI ] so I saw this happening. 

63.1 am very slight and found Officer Sayers extremely intimidating. 

64. 1 am aware from the disclosure that I had a spice attack on this date. [CJS001201_0008] 

"Medical response to Dove wing garden and the library where three detainees 

appeared to be under the influence ofspice D3 I 3 and D2178 were relocated onto Eden 

Wing for medical observations..." 

65. However, I remember that I had recovered from the immediate, serious effects of spice by the 

time that I was assaulted. I think I was suffering badly for approximately forty-five minutes 

and then 1 went back to my cell. By the time of the incident, I was coming down back to the 

normal. 

66. After the attack, I was taken back to my cell by DCO Sayers. I think there may have been 

other guards there but I don't remember. I am not sure how long it was before I was assaulted 
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by DCO Sayers but I do not think that it was very long. I was just recovering from the spice 

attack, as explained above. 

67. I dispute that I assaulted DCO Sayers. I do not know what provoked the attack. I think he was 

just angry at something did not like me. He gave me a full punch to the face. (I am aware that 

the disclosure refers to it as a slap but that is not what happened) 

68. It was extremely painful and I was knocked completely over. Officers Sayers then picked me 

up by my face and threw me back on the bed. There was nothing that I could do to stop him 

hurting me. He was so much bigger and more powerful than me. 

69.1 remember that when Officer Sayers assaulted me, there was at least one other officer with 

him. Nobody offered me any help and support afterwards. 

70. After he attacked me I just sat there on the bed and cried. I wondered why he had done this to 

me but there didn't appear to be any explanation except for that he had wanted to hurt me and 

felt able to abuse me in this way without any negative consequences. I remember self-harming 

and thinking about what had happened to me and how unfair it was. 

71. I was in a lot of pain afterwards in my cheek. It was red and bruised. My mental health suffered 

for some time afterwards. I still think about this incident. I remember that my family came to 

visit me when I still had marks from this assault. I didn't want to tell them what happened. 

They were already suffering because I was in detention and I didn't want them to suffer more. 

72. I understand that Officer Sayers was investigated for his assault upon me after footage from 

the BBC showed what he had done to me. The Investigation Report [HOM001585_0006] 

states: 

"On the 15th of June you picked up detainee who was on E wing, 

after an earlier 'spice attack. You lifted him and put him into his room, later stating 

that you 'accidentally' used the detainees face to get up off the bed. According to a 
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witness, you had actually struck the detainee with the back of your hand while in the 

room. 

3. On the 15" of June, when you struck detainee L. ' D313 a fellow officer 

asked you if you had "a good team", which we understood to mean if you had 

officers who would cover up your actions. You replied "no that's why I did it on my 

own"." 

73.I understand that the allegation against DCO Sayers was partially substantiated. The 

Investigation Report states [HOM001585_0009]: 

"DCO Sayers used force on Detainee D313 on 15th June 2017 on Echo 

Wingfollowing alleged concerns that. D313 I was going to assault him. 

DCO Sayers can be observed restraining. D313 on his own by grabbing the top 

half of his torso (bear hug type hold), lifting him off the floor and placing him into his 

room. This type of restraint is not taught to staff or contained in PSI 1601 Control & 

Restraint Training manual. 

DCO Sayers stated he did not assault Detainee D313: with the back of his hand or use 

his face to get up off the bed whilst in his room. DCO Sayers stated he did not complete 

use of force, incident report form, Security Information Report or F213 Injury to 

Detainee documentation or make any written or verbal reference to the incident as he 

states he had forgotten. 

DCO Sayers stated he was on his own when he used force on D313 This is 

proven to be inaccurate as CCTV shows DCO Croucher and DCO Lake present on 

Echo Wing at the time of the incident and were positioned in such a way as to have a 

clear view of what was taking place. They can he observed following DCO Sayers 

into the room of D313; during the use of force and they all remain in the room for 

13 seconds. 
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DCO Sayers failed to alert a medical practitioner to assess D313 following the 

use of force placing the detainee at risk and contrary to national operating 

procedures. D313 was seen by Nurse John Owiti (Agency) some 45 minutes 

later as a result of the original 'spice' attack. 

There is insufficient evidence to support the allegations of assault on detainee 

D313 made by the BBC against DCO Sayers. However, there is 

sufficient evidence to demonstrate that DCO Sayers employed an unapproved use of 

force upon D313 and lied when he stated that he was alone during this incident." 

74. I think that DCO Sayers and the other Officers attempted to cover up what happened to me. It 

is clear from the investigation report that the officers stuck together and tried to help each 

other out. They thought that they would get away with it because most detainees couldn't 

speak up/out for themselves. 

75. I can see from this report that they did not report the incident [HOM001585_0004] and didn't 

ask for me to get medical care [HOM001585_0004, _0010]. This shows that they didn't want 

anyone to find out what happened. If they hadn't done anything wrong, they wouldn't have 

tried to cover it up. 

76. I am really upset by the outcome. I note that they have found that DCO Sayers lied about what 

happened [HOM001585_0011]. I am not sure why they then believed anything that he had to 

say about this. 

77. You can see how big he is and how small I am. I am not sure why anyone would believe that 

I tried to assault him. 
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78. I was not asked any questions by the investigators and was not given an opportunity to explain 

what happened to me. I think that this is completely wrong. I was the victim and they should 

have asked me what happened. Without asking me any questions, the investigation only had 

one side of the story, which wasn't true. 

79. I remember another incident at Brook House IRC, which happened before I was granted bail. 

The officers told me that I was going to be moved to another detention centre [Morton Hall 

IRC]. My bail hearing was coming up soon and I knew that I had an opportunity to be released. 

I also knew that my family was going to attend court to act as referees for me. I was desperate 

to have my bail hearing and to have a chance at being released from detention, so I said that I 

did not want to be transferred. The officers were very angry at me and they handcuffed me 

and pulled my hands back. This was extremely painful. 

80. I understand that I am recorded as having refused transfer to Morton Hall IRC. [CJS001116] 

D313 Attended discharge and told 'Pastor escorts he was refusing transfer to Morton 

Hall IRC. He told the escorts he had a bail hearing on Tuesday 27.06.17 

81. I am aware that there is no record of this in the disclosure. 

82. The next day I had my bail hearing where I was granted bail and released from detention [Tab 

5 of Annex 1, pages 54-57]. 

Use of Force/Complaints: 

83. I was not aware of how to complain or what the processes were whilst in Brook House and I 

did not make a complaint after I was assaulted by Officer Sayers or for the assault on me 

before I was granted bail. 

84. I have a serious learning disability so even if there were materials available telling me how to 

complain, I wouldn't have been able to read them. There was no one there who I felt that I 

was able to confide in and who may have been able to help me with any complaints. 
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85. In any event, I was too frightened to say anything anyway. I knew exactly what could happen 

when you got on the wrong side of one of the officers and I was too scared. I retreated into 

myself after I was assaulted and I did not want to raise too much of a fuss. I would have been 

too scared to speak out. 

86. I also did not think I would be taken seriously if I complained. The investigation into the 

assault on me by Officer Sayers on 15 June 2017, which failed to get an account from me, 

only confirms my feelings about the complaints process. 

Access to legal advice 

87. I instructed Duncan Lewis Solicitors after I attended an immigration advice surgery. I did not 

have an issue finding a lawyer. 

88. However, I do remember that it was not easy to get phone signal in our cells. This meant that 

it was difficult to speak to people unless we were in the yard. It was really important for me 

to have access to my phone and in a private space as I needed it to speak to my lawyers to 

work on my case and also so I could speak to my family. 

Rule 35 

89. I did not have a Rule 35 assessment whilst I was in Brook House IRC. I did not really 

understand what one was. Nobody at Brook House IRC explained that I could ask for one. I 

did not receive any support with this. 

90. The records from my first night screening do not give reasons why a Rule 35 Assessment 

was not carried out at Brook House. [CJS006629 0003] 

ACDT 
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91. I do not believe that I was on ACDT whilst I was at Brook House. IRC. I felt suicidal and I 

hurt myself. As I have said above, I did not want anyone to know how I was truly feeling. 

kHowever, while I did not have any medical treatment for self-harm whilst 1. was in Brook 

House IRC, I had received medical treatment for self-harm in...I had also regularly been 

placed on ACCT while in prison.[See Tab 17 of Annex 1 for the many instances of being 

placed on ACCT] 

Drugs 

92. I admit that I used Spice whilst I was in detention at Brook House IRC. I did not do this very 

often. I knew that Spice was bad for me and I saw how it affected others in the centre. 

93. However, I was suggestible in relation to drugs at that time. If other people were smoking 

and someone said I could try it, I would. 

94. I remember two occasions in particular that I took spice. I remember on one occasion that I 

completely freaked out after taking spice and I collapsed. I believe this was the same day on 

which I was assaulted by Officer Sayers. 

95. On another occasion I remember that I was in the yard and someone was passing round 

joints. I was not able to afford cigarettes at that time, as well as being suggestible at that time 

in relation to drugs, so I accepted it when someone offered it to me. 

96. Spice use was absolutely widespread. It was really easy to get hold of spice. You didn't 

really need to know specific dealers because everyone had it. I am not sure how it got in so 

easily but I am sure that officers must have been aware of what was happening or involved 

as it was obvious that someone was helping it to get in. It had to come from somewhere and 

I was not aware of it being from visits. 

97. Detainees could get hold of anything in the detention centre including any drug, cigarettes 

and mobile phones. 
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Impact: 

98. I still have bad memories about what happened to me in Brook House IRC. 

99. I still think about the bad things that have happened in the past, including my experiences in 

Brook House IRC. This makes me struggle to sleep at night. I remember the violence in the 

detention centre between officers and other detainees and when I was assaulted. 

100. Everything that I have been through makes it difficult to recover fully. I spend most 

of my time indoors and I find it difficult to go out. Whilst I have been granted leave to 

remain now, I have not escaped my past experiences in immigration detention. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or 

causes to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth 

without an honest belief in its truth. 

I am content for this witness statement to form part of the evidence before the Brook 

House Inquiry and to be published on the Inquiry's website. 

Name 

Signature 

Date 

D313 

Signature  
/ Q,2 /ZaZz,
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