
records. Ms. Blackwell emailed me medical records for DI275 on 13 November 

2017. These records showed that D1275 had been detained for a significant period 

of time and that there had been concerns about his mental health at various times 

during his detention. 

40. Observation records show that on 17 November 2017 Ms. Blackwell contacted 

Brook House by an email to the Safer Custody Inbox with "concerns reported 

from other detainees concerning his mental health. I have referred this to the 

wing managers for tomorrow and the healthcare managers" (CJS001054_0006). 

There is no record of a response in the medical records around this time. The next 

substantive entry in the medical records is on 16 December 2017 where it says he 

did not attend an appointment with a mental health nurse and so a further 

appointment was made on 24 December 2017. He did not attend on that date 

either and so was discharged from the mental health team caseload. As noted 

below this was a repeated pattern at Brook House. 

41. The medical records showed that when he had transferred to Brook House on 1 

May 2017 he was referred to see a mental health nurse on admission as the 

medical records state "Claims mental health issues. States he hears voices. Vague 

and misleading with answers to questions on admission". The nurse also recorded 

that he said "they will find me" but "would not elaborate on who he was" 

(CJS001121 0106). 

42. The medical records showed that he did not attend a GP medical appointment the 

next day and he did not attend mental health appointments on 9 and 17 May 2017. 

In response to this he was discharged from the RMN caseload on 18 May 2017. 

The notes say that he would be expected to "self refer whenever he has any mental 

health concern". The records also show he was discharged after he failed to 

attend appointments on 30 June 2017, 18 September 2017, and 24 December 

2017. On 25 January 2018 the medical records state that he had failed to attend 

13 appointments and was, therefore, discharged. As noted by Dr. Bingham in her 
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case review, there appeared to have been no consideration of or investigation into 

the reasons why he may have missed the appointments on so many occasions or 

that this may be itself be symptomatic of underlying mental health or capacity 

issues. This omission is particularly concerning where a wing officer noted in a 

Security Information Report on 22 June 2017 (CJS005347_0001) that he may not 

have capacity to understand appointments with doctors and attend them. 

43. On 15 November 2017 I confirmed to Ms. Blackwell that I would agree to take 

the case on and would need to arrange a legal visit to see him. Because of pressure 

of work which included preparations for a 2-day hearing in the Court of Appeal 

in the case of VC (see below) on 28 to 29 November 2017, I could not arrange 

the visit until 5 December 2017 when my assistant contacted Brook House for a 

double slot legal visit which was provided for 19 December 2017. 

44. Observation records disclosed to the Inquiry note that on 16 December 2017 it is 

recorded that his "behaviour has become strange. He has flooded the ground 

floor with water then started mopping, was also talking to himself' 

(CJS005986 001). 

45. I visited D1275 with Ms. Blackwell on 19 December 2017. I was very concerned 

over his presentation as he was incoherent and appeared unable to focus on what 

I was saying (although he obviously was capable of understanding and speaking 

in English). He seemed to understand that I was a lawyer and that I might be able 

to assist in securing his release but despite this would not provide coherent 

instructions. I believed that I had sufficient instructions to pursue initial steps in 

a case to secure his release but considered that it was necessary to instruct a 

psychiatrist to provide a capacity assessment and an opinion on his mental state 

before proceedings could be issued as it was clear he might require a litigation 

friend. 
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