
THE BROOK HOUSE INQUIRY 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF D1713 

1. I, D17131 make this statement to assist the Brook House Inquiry. Although I will 

concentrate on the time that I was detained at Brook House, I also cover in this statement 

other events which are relevant to the circumstances in which I was detained there and to 

my experience in Brook House. Because of the Covid-19 Pandemic restrictions, I have 

prepared this statement with my solicitor over the course of several conferences which 

have taken place via Zoom and telephone. 

2. I was detained at Brook House more than 4 years ago, between 31 March and 17 April 

2017, and 20 April and 22 April 2017, for a total of 19 days. It felt like I was there for a 

lot longer, and I found my time in detention very difficult. I find it painful and at times 

difficult to remember the events there because of it. Since being released from detention, 

I have been diagnosed with depression and PTSD and I continue to suffer from mental 

health symptoms. I sometimes become too distressed to continue to speak or reflect on 

the events I witnessed and experienced in detention. For the same reason, I am also not 

always able to date these events_ I have however tried to describe these and my overall 

experience at Brook House to the best of my knowledge to assist the Inquiry. My 

solicitors have told me that they have submitted to the Inquiry a bundle of documents 

relating to my detention, together with a chronology of events they have prepared and a 

list of key issues arising from my time at Brook House in particular. I would ask that this 

statement be considered together with these documents which I hope will help the Inquiry 

to understand my experience at Brook House. 

My background and events before my detention at Brook House 

I am a Nigerian national. I was born inr_._p.t,L:1 Italy, on DPA L I was brought up 

Sensitive/Irrelevant Both my parents 

were Nigerian. I lived in Italy with them and my siblings until we moved to Nigeria when 

I was 4 or 5 years of age. A few years later three of my siblings died in a car accident. It 

was a really difficult time for my family, and my father especially struggled to cope with 
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it. After the accident he started drinking heavily and became abusive to me and my 

mother. When I was around 10 years of age he was shot and killed. 

4. After my father died, an adult man in our community started sexually abusing me. My 

sister and I were eventually sent to live with my uncle and his wife. Although I went to 

school, I was forced to work after school hours by my uncle, selling palm oil in the street. 

On the days when I hadn't managed to sell enough palm oil, my uncle and aunt would 

beat me and shout at me. 

5. During my teenage years, I started to have feelings for, and become intimate with, other 

men. In or around 2007, when I was about 20 years old, my uncle caught me in the house 

with another man. He took me to the police station, but the police took no further action. 

My uncle then tricked me into travelling to Emo State with him to see my grandmother 

saying that she was very unwell. However, when we arrived there, I was taken to a forest 

where I was tied up by a mob and violently attacked because of my sexuality. I was 

beaten, burnt, and cut with a machete. My toenails were pulled out. I thought I was going 

to die. I eventually managed to re-gain enough strength to escape and found my way to 

my grandmother's house. 

6. I left Nigeria in 2009 and travelled to the UK on a student visa, which my mother had 

helped me obtain via an agent. I arrived in the UK on 28 July 2009. My mother herself 

did not accept my sexuality but knew that I was in danger and had to leave the country. 

I started studying business and finance at a college in West London, but after a few 

months I could not afford the fees and eventually became destitute. I started sleeping 

rough and sometimes stayed on friends' sofas when I was able to. I felt depressed but 

could not access any support. I did not know what an asylum claim was at the time, 

otherwise I would have submitted one. I was scared and did not know what to do. 

8. My student visa expired on 30 April 2012 and I remained in the UK as an overstayer. I 

was scared I would be sent back to Nigeria and killed. I continued to be destitute and 

sleep rough for several years. 

9. On 10 February 2015 (I know the precise date from the documents that my solicitor has 

shown me), I was arrested i$—t,-.-.:°t taken to a police station and later released on bail. 

The following day, on 11 February 2015, I attended an interview with the Home Office. 
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I told the person who interviewed me that I was bisexual. After the interview, I was 

released. I was still homeless and had nowhere to go. I have seen from the Home Office 

records that my solicitor has shown me that a number of forms were issued by the Home 

Office after this point which required me to report, but I never received any of these. I 

had no fixed abode at the time and never stayed in one place for very long if it was a 

friend's house. I felt scared and alone. 

10. I was eventually introduced to someone in the Nigerian community who directed me to a 

lawyer. On his advice, on 2 April 2015 (I also know this date from the records I have 

seen), I applied for Leave to Remain (LTR) in the UK outside the rules, on compassionate 

grounds. I did not understand the details of the application but I was told that it was the 

only option I had to remain in the UK. I still did not know what an asylum claim was. 

11. In October 2015, I was arrested on suspicion ofT_-.-::!:-:,: i and for failure to appear in Court in 
! - 1 

connection with the Sensitive/Irrelevant ;. No Further Action was taken in respect of the 1,:7=i; 

iti 
, ---, 

Sensve/Irrelevant 1 On 22 October 2015, I was convicted of one count i s—,--, , Find sentenced to ._., 

Sensitive/Irrelevant . I did not receive any fonn requiring me 

to report, although my solicitor has told me that one was issued by the Home Office at or 

around this time. I was still homeless. 

. 

-•-•-

12. On 13 October 2016, my LTR application was refused with no in-country right of appeal. 

I was not made aware of this refusal decision at the time, but I have now been provided 

with a copy of it by my current solicitors 

13. I understand that the Home Office issued a further form requiring me to report in early 

2017, however I never received this document. I was still homeless and destitute at this 

time. 

My first period of detention at Brook House 

14 On 31 March 2017, I was arrested at the house where I had been staying temporarily, on 

suspicion of Sensitive/Irrelevant The police officer who arrested me 

treated me fine but I was really frightened and confused. I was handcuffed at the house, 

put into a police car and taken to a police station. I remained in handcuffs until I was 

taken into a cell at the police station. The handcuffs were then removed and I was locked 

in the cell. I remained at the station for what felt like several hours. I remember crying 
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and finding it difficult to stop. At some point a number of officers came to me and told 

me to speak to someone on the phone. I believe they said it was a lawyer, but I could not 

be sure that it was. The person on the phone told me that I was going to be taken into 

immigration detention. I was shocked and confused. I started crying again. I understand 

that the j Sensitive/Irrelevant~'i1 had been arrested for had been subject to No Further Action, 

although I do not remember being informed of this at the time. 

15. I have now seen, in the bundle of documents provided to me by my solicitor, a 'Notice of 

Removal' dated 31 March 2017 and a 'Notice of Reasons for Detention' also dated 31 

March 2017. I do not recall being served with either of these documents at the time. 

16. After several hours at the police station, a number of officers came to the police cell I was 

in and led me to a van. I was not handcuffed but I was surrounded by three or four officers. 

We then drove for what again felt like hours. I did not know where I was going. I had had 

nothing to eat all day and felt weak. It was also dark outside. I felt depressed and suicidal. 

17. I arrived at Brook House late at night. I just felt scared. I was led by officers to a waiting 

room area. As I was waiting there, I saw a young man, whom I believe was of Indian 

origin, and had been sitting quietly in the waiting area when I arrived, being approached 

by several detention officers. I do not remember how many officers there were but it was 

more than two. I heard the officers telling the man that he would be taken away and then 

proceeding to hold his arms and handcuff them behind his back, despite the fact that he 

had not been posing any resistance to the officers. Witnessing this made me feel even 

more scared and I feared that I could be handcuffed and taken away at any time to be 

removed to Nigeria. 

18. I remained seated in the waiting area for what felt like hours. I was then seen by a nurse. 

My medical records from Brook House, which I have since seen, suggest that my 

examination took place at around 05:23 in the morning of 1 April 2017. I cannot recall 

exactly when the appointment took place, but I remember it being very late and in the 

early hours of the morning. I felt tired and confused. The nurse asked me some general 

questions about my health and history. She did not ask me whether I was a victim of 

torture or had been tortured in the past. I have now seen that the nurse's entry in my 

medical records states that I declined an appointment with a doctor. I was not asked 

whether I wanted to see a doctor. If I had been asked if I wanted to see a doctor, I would 
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have said that I did. I also do not recall being asked any specific questions about my 

mental health during this appointment or how I was feeling at the time. 

19. I have considered document CJS007130, as requested by the Inquiry. The document 

indicates that between 03:35am and 05:56am on 1 April 2017 I was held in room 4A in 

the CSU which I understand to be the segregation unit. I am not sure where in the centre 

I was but, in the early hours of 1 April 2017, I remained in what I would describe as a 

waiting area with other detainees and staff, rather than a room or cell with beds, until I 

was seen by the nurse. I do not remember ever staying in the CSU at Brook House. 

20. After the assessment by the nurse, I was taken to a room or cell. It felt more like a cell. 

There was a bunk bed and another bed on the side. The toilet was inside the room, 

separated by a partition or wall but with no door or curtain to protect the person in the 

toilet from view. I cannot remember which wing I was placed on, but I recall that the 

room was on the ground floor. I have since seen an entry in my medical records dated 7 

April 2017 at 19:28 which suggests that I was on C wing. I also cannot remember the 

room number but I have now seen document CJS007130, which indicates that I stayed in 

room number 19 on C wing from 1 to 17 April 2017. There were two other people sharing 

L.my cell. I believe one was a Ghanaian man named DX ._s I think he was a little bit older 

than I was at the time, in his late twenties or early thirties. My other roommate was a man 

from Grenada who called himself DX 

21. I was not provided with an induction at Brook House. I was not interviewed by any officer 

upon arrival or given a tour of the detention centre building. I also did not have contact 

with a Detainee Welfare Officer while I was at Brook House and was not informed of my 

rights as a detainee. I was not aware that an induction process was or should have been in 

place at Brook House, or that there was a welfare office there. 

22. After I was taken to the cell on 1 April 2017, the door was locked. I felt desperate and 

petrified. I could not sleep or eat and I remember sitting on the floor of the room not 

knowing what to do. It was dark. I started having hot flashes and flashbacks to events in 

my childhood and mistreatment I had suffered, including being attacked and physically 

abused. I felt really low and started to have thoughts about hurting myself, which scared 

me. I felt claustrophobic being locked in the cell. It also felt humiliating that we would 

be locked up all night until someone came to release us in the morning, like animals. 
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23. When the cell door was unlocked later in the morning on 1 April 2017, I came out of the 

cell and sat on the floor in the corridor. I remained there for what felt like a long time. 

Eventually I asked another detainee how I could get to see a doctor and he told me I would 

need to go to Healthcare. I then went to Healthcare and I asked a nurse if I could see a 

doctor because I was feeling really unwell and continued to have hot flashes and 

flashbacks. Later that morning I was seen by a doctor, whom I now know to be Dr Saeed 

Chaudhary from the medical records that I have since been shown. I told Dr Chaudhary 

that I was having flashbacks and that I had scars on my face and on my back and that I 

had been mistreated in the past. I also told him that I could not eat. I said that I was scared 

that I would harm myself I felt throughout the appointment that Dr Chaudhary was not 

fully paying attention to me, or at least he did not ask me many questions about my 

physical or mental health. He did not ask me whether I had been tortured or ask to see my 

scars or to explain how I had sustained them. He prescribed me setrahne which I 

understand is an anti-depressant, and I felt in part that that was just a way to deal with me 

quickly. 

24. That same day, I was then seen by a mental health nurse. I do not remember exactly what 

happened during the appointment as I had several ones during my time at Brook House 

and I find it difficult not to confuse some of the things that happened during each of them. 

However, I remember that in this first appointment I told the nurse that I had been abused 

and attacked in Nigeria. From the medical records that I have since read, I can see that I 

also showed the nurse the scars I sustained and told her that I was suffering from 

flashbacks. I do not recall the nurse asking me questions about my scars, or whether I was 

a victim of torture. I continued to have thoughts of harming myself I also had not been 

able to eat since I had entered Brook House because I felt so scared and unwell. 

25. I now know, having reviewed the documents with the help of my solicitors, that later that 

day I was put on an ACDT document with hourly observations. I did not know what an 

ACDT was at the time, but I understood that someone was supposed to come to check 

regularly that I had not harmed myself The people who came to do the 'checks' were 

G4S officers and not Healthcare staff. They just knocked on my cell door and looked 

through the observation panel instead of entering the room. They checked that I was in 

the room, but they did not speak to me or ask how I was. 
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26. I have now seen documents relating to the level of ACDT observations that I was on in 

April 2017. These records appear to be extracts of shift handover notes for the staff I 

have not yet seen my full ACDT records, although I understand that my current solicitors 

have asked for these to be disclosed. The ACDT references that I have seen in the 

handover notes do not reflect the level of observations that I actually received. Document 

CJS0072752 states that on 5 April 2017 I was supposed to be observed hourly and that 

staff should have at least two conversations with me per day. Document CJS0072752 

suggests that on 6 April 2017 I was to be observed every two hours during the night and 

again to have "two good quality cons a day" with staff I remember the checks being far 

less frequent than these recorded levels. The staff at Brook House never approached me 

to ask me any questions about my problems or my mental health, unless I was attending 

an appointment with the mental health nurse. When they came to 'observe' me they just 

checked that I was in the cell. Sometimes, when a member of staff came to check, I would 

try and have a conversation with them. I tried to open up and discuss my problems with 

them but I did not feel listened to or supported when I did so. 

27. Early on in my detention, I spoke to my roommate! DX and told him that I was scared I 

would be sent back to Nigeria and killed. He told me that there was something called 

asylum that I could make a claim for. That was the first time I learnt about the asylum 

process. I also remember a nurse telling me what asylum was on the same day. I believe 

DX ithen explained what I needed to do to submit my claim to the Home Office. I cannot 

remember exactly what I did but, after speaking to him, I sent a letter to the Home Office 

explaining that I wanted to claim asylum. I did not have legal representation at the time 

and did not send a copy of the letter to anyone else. I have now had sight of that letter 

dated 1 April 2017 (document HOM032998 disclosed by the Inquiry). In the letter, I also 

stated that I felt depressed and suicidal, that I had lost my appetite and was suffering from 

flashbacks. 

28. During the first few days in detention I saw a mental health nurse on several occasions. 

The medical records indicate that I saw this nurse for review on 2 and 3 April 2017. I 

remember that I told her that I still could not eat as I felt stressed and scared. The first day 

in detention I could not eat at all. I then kept having difficulties eating for several days. 

Sometimes I did not go to collect my meal at all and other times I went to collect it, but 

then I was not able to eat much of it. The food tasted horrible and I felt so depressed that 

I had no appetite to eat. No one came to check whether or not I had eaten. I have not seen 
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any records of my food refusal or not collecting a meal although I understand my 

solicitors have requested disclosure of any records of this. 

29. I started suffering from migraines and crying a lot. The mornings were always the worst 

part of the day. I also developed diarrhoea. I saw a doctor and was given some medication 

for it. Around this time, during one of the reviews with the mental health nurse, I told her 

that I struggled with being locked up in my room. I remember that I felt claustrophobic 

and suffered from flashbacks, particularly of the abuse in my childhood. The cell was 

always dark and I felt depressed. At the same time, I felt so unwell that I was unable to 

spend much time outside of the cell and off the wing corridor. I think I spent on average 

approximately twenty-one hours in the cell and three hours outside the cell on any given 

day. I was practically always in my cell, as I felt that there was nothing to leave it for and 

I was too unwell to be around other people. I did not go to the library or take part in any 

educational courses. Many of the spaces that detainees were all owed in felt very confined. 

I only left my cell to watch the other detainees play football or to attend evening prayers. 

The evening prayers were organised by another detainee — a Nigerian man known to me 

as ' D3704 :organised a multi-faith service every evening before lock-up. He was 

Christian and preached from the Bible but detainees of all religions were welcome to 

attend. I felt safe at evening prayer, it was the only time of day at Brook House that I felt 

OK and ever felt any hope. 

30. I remember being asked by the mental health nurse whether I had been sexually abused 

in the past. I could not explain what I had gone through and still find it extremely difficult 

to talk about it From the medical records I have now seen, it looks like this discussion 

took place during an appointment on 8 April 2017. I was still on ACDT observations at 

the time, but they were less frequent and happened only after I had been locked up at 

night. When I had observations it was still the same as before; they were carried out by 

an officer who just checked whether I was in the room. I felt that no one cared how I was. 

31 : 1 have read the entry in my medical records dated 10 April 2017 at 14:46 referring to a 

further review which I had with a mental health nurse. I note that the nurse recorded that 

I appeared "cheerful and talkative" and that she recorded that I was finding comfort in 

the church. In the days preceding this appointment I had claimed asylum and that had 

given me a small hope that I would not be removed to Nigeria. I had also met 03704.1 the 

detainee who was involved in running the prayer services at Brook I louse who helped me 
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to concentrate on that small hope. Attending the prayer services had given me some slight 

comfort. Despite this, however, I was still feeling mentally very unwell. Every time I 

returned to my cell, I felt claustrophobic and continued to have flashbacks. I had 

flashbacks throughout my time in detention. This last mental health review on 10 April 

2017 was brief and I did not feel I was given the time and space to explain how I actually 

felt. After the review, I was not given any further appointments with the mental health 

team. Some days after, I asked a G4S officer whether I could be seen again by a mental 

health nurse. I cannot remember what the officer told me, but it was not a concrete answer 

and I did not receive a further appointment I did not have any further contact with anyone 

from the Brook House mental health team after this point, even though I continued to 

feel unwell and suffer from flashbacks and nightmares. 

32. Following the mental health review on 10 April 2017, staff stopped coming to check on 

me when I was in my cell. Nobody explained to me that I was being taken off observations 

at that point. I never signed a form or was asked to provide any comments on the closing 

of my ACDT plan. Having since seen the observation records in the handover notes from 

that time, I understand that my ACDT plan was closed on 11 April 2017. This was not 

communicated to me at the time. 

33. When I next went to collect my anti-depressant medication, a nurse told me it was finished 

and that I did not have a further prescription. I have now seen an entry in my medical 

records dated 15 April 2017 at 19:50 which states that I had finished my Sertraline tablets. 

The entry states that I refused to make another appointment with a doctor to renew my 

prescription as the tablets were making me sleepy. I do not recall being offered an 

appointment with a doctor to renew my prescription. If I had been offered an appointment, 

I believe I would have accepted. I still felt unwell and depressed at that time, particularly 

when I was in my cell, and I felt that the medication was at least helping me to sleep. 

34. While I was at Brook House I was threatened by staff and treated in a way that was often 

degrading and at times outright abusive and offensive. One night, a female officer came 

to lock my cell. I was struggling mentally and, as I have explained, I found the time when 

the cell was locked at night really difficult and triggering of my flashbacks. I asked her 

whether she would lock up a dog like she was locking myself and other detainees up every 

night. She responded with words to the effect of "I would never lock up my dog but I 

would lock you up". I was shocked and did not know who to report the incident to or how 
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to make a complaint. I felt humiliated and scared. I felt like I was not being seen or treated 

as a human being. I do not remember the officer's name, but I believe she was a white or 

mixed race woman. She was of large build, with dark hair and looked like she was in her 

twenties. I believe what I was told by the officer had racial undertones. While the way all 

detainees at Brook House were treated was inhumane, I often felt that the way officers 

spoke to and acted around detainees of black African and Middle Eastern origin, including 

myself, was often even ruder and more aggressive than with others. 

35. I remember that one day there was a protest which many of the detainees at Brook House 

took part in because of our conditions of detention. It was getting close to the evening 

lock up time and some of us, including myself, had not gone into our rooms. I think almost 

every detainee on my wing (C wing) took part in the protest. It was a form of protest 

against how we were being treated every day, both in terms of the conditions in the centre 

and the way many detainees were mistreated and manhandled by officers. We just stood 

outside our rooms peacefully. Eventually a man, whom I believe to have been a G4S 

senior manager, came to the wing and told us that if we didn't go back to our rooms by 

9pm and allow the lock up to take place, we would be taken 'to the block' (which we 

knew to be the segregation unit). This man was white, of average height and had grey 

spiky hair. He was wearing a G4S uniform. He looked as though he was in his mid-forties 

at the time. I had seen him around Brook House prior to the protest. I believe he was a 

senior manager because whenever a serious incident occurred, he was called up by other 

staff members to attend the scene. He seemed to have authority and carried himself in a 

commanding manner. The other detainees and I were all scared and did not know what to 

do. We ended up returning to our rooms and being locked up like every other night. There 

was no follow up after the protest and we did not really get a chance to discuss what had 

happened even amongst ourselves because we were locked up immediately. 

36. I was never physically abused at Brook House, but I saw other people who were 

vulnerable, and often self-harming, being physically mistreated and manhandled. 

37. On one occasion, I was standing outside my room door on the ground floor when I saw 

an Iranian detainee on my wing — which as mentioned above I understand to have been C 

wing — walking towards the door opening onto a corridor which led to the outdoor yard. 

As he walked towards the door, I heard him mumbling words to the effect of "I want to 

go, I want to get a ticket". He looked distressed. When he reached the door, he started 
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banging his head on the glass panel that formed part of it. I was quite far from him, so I 

am not sure whether the glass smashed, but the banging was loud and I could see that he 

was hitting the door with force. Officers then came out of the office which was near the 

door and took the detainee away by force. I believe it was four or five of them who 

surrounded him. The officers shouted at me and other detainees to move back and it was 

difficult for me to properly see how they were holding the detainee who had banged his 

head on the glass, but they were clearly using force to take him away. I heard from others 

that he was taken to 'the block' after the incident. We were always scared of being taken 

there. If there was an incident, even if it involved a detainee causing harm to themselves, 

you were just taken there. It never happened to me, but I heard it did to others_ 

38. On another occasion, I saw a young detainee, I believe he was white European, entering 

the wing holding his mattress and a duvet. He placed the bedding on the floor of the 

corridor across from my room. I was standing just outside my room. The detainee looked 

unkempt and distressed. I heard him saying words to the effect of "Kill me, I am going to 

die". Soon after, several officers approached him and surrounded him. I cannot remember 

how many officers were there, but it was more than two and they took the detainee away 

from the wing by force_ They surrounded the detainee, so again it was difficult to see, but 

from the way they were moving it was clear they were using force on him. As far as I was 

able to see, the detainee was not resisting. 

39. I also witnessed a third incident, when a detainee self-harmed by cutting his hand or wrist 

with a sharp object while many of us were queuing in the canteen area. I was about two 

meters away from him, to his side_ There was an officer in charge of distributing the food 

and one standing behind the canteen queue. I heard the detainee repeatedly asking the 

officer in charge of distributing the food to take him to Healthcare because he felt unwell 

and needed his antidepressants, but the officer just ignored him and did not attend to him. 

The detainee repeated several times that he needed his antidepressant medication, but the 

officer did not reply to him. The detainee then cut himself with something sharp that he 

was holding in one of his hands. I am not sure what it was, but there was a lot of blood. 

It was only once he had cut himself and started bleeding heavily that a number of officers 

attended and took him away. I think the officers came out of their office on the wing. 

There were more than two of them. I do not know where he was taken but I remember 

him coming back to the wing later that day with his hand bandaged. 
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40. I never complained of or reported these incidents. I did not know who to complain to and 

I was scared that officers may target me if I did complain and that I may be taken to the 

block. I asked my roommates how to make a complaint. They told me that there was no 

system of oversight at Brook House and no safe place in which to report a member of 

staff who had crossed the line. I did not see any other detainee making a complaint, nor 

did I hear any specific accounts of someone who had complained. We were all scared of 

the consequences of speaking out in that environment. We were living in fear. Brook 

House was like hell. I also did not think that anyone would listen to me if I reported these 

incidents or that anything would change because they happened so often and so many 

officers were involved. 

41. I witnessed other detainees under the influence of drugs while I was at Brook House. I do 

not know where these detainees got the drugs from. One of my roommates was addicted 

to Spice and smoked it in the room. I never smoked this myself but I was scared of the 

secondary effect that the smoke would have on me. I worried about my roommate as he 

often looked unwell — as if he was coming in and out of consciousness — after taking 

Spice. I did not feel I could report this to anyone as I was scared of what could happen to 

me or him if I reported it. We were scared to call the officers when someone was under 

the influence of Spice because we did not know what would happen and people thought 

they would not provide medical help but would instead punish the detainee who was 

under the influence. I never saw this happening directly myself, but I heard from others 

that it did and that sometimes people were taken to the block when found under the 

influence. For someone to be under the influence of Spice was of course dangerous, but I 

did not fully understand what it could do to you at the time and we were more scared of 

the treatment we may be subjected to by the officers if we reported the incidents. I never 

saw any rehabilitative support being given or available to the detainees who used drugs 

at Brook House. 

42. I witnessed other detainees under the influence of drugs. There was a Moroccan man I 

played football with sometimes in the yard whom I once saw sleeping on the floor of his 

room. I was walking past his room to do my laundry. I believe he was under the influence 

of drugs at the time as that type of behaviour was completely out of character for him. 

Again, I did not report this as I was scared and did not know what would happen if I did. 
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43. I also once witnessed a young Somali man, I think he was 19 or 20 years old, sitting on a 

chair in his room with saliva coming out of his mouth. He was dribbling and clearly 

unwell. I only stopped briefly in front of his door. There were other detainees there. I then 

walked on for the same reason I described above. 

44. At times, I felt that I was at risk of being harmed by other detainees because of my 

sexuality while I was at Brook House. Towards the beginning of my detention, in the first 

week or so, other men in the centre started making sexual advances towards me. I believe 

some of them knew I was bisexual. I felt that the advances were in fact a kind of mockery 

as well as a threat. I was scared that they would harm me. I did not want anyone else to 

find out about my sexuality because I was scared of being mistreated or attacked. I told a 

mental health nurse during one of my appointments (which I now know to have been the 

review which took place on 8 April 2017, on the basis of the records I have seen) that 

other detainees were making sexual advances towards me and that I was not comfortable 

with it. The nurse also recorded that I said that this was because I was not gay. I do not 

remember saying this, but I know that I was trying to hide my sexuality at the time and 

did not trust anyone and felt that I needed to protect myself. I did not know what else to 

do about the detainees making advances towards me. I just started to ignore them and 

eventually they stopped. I did not speak to the detention officers or healthcare staff about 

this again. I did not feel that anyone would help and I was scared that some members of 

staff may be homophobic and that I would not be safe because of the way we were being 

treated generally at Brook House and on the basis of my past experiences in Nigeria. 

45. During my period of detention at Brook House, I did not visit the welfare office. I was 

not told that such an office existed at the detention centre. I was not aware of what the 

PSU, IMB or PPO were, although my solicitor has now explained these acronyms to me. 

I was not in contact with any charities while at Brook House and, at that stage, had not 

heard of GDWG or Medical Justice. I only received support from Medical Justice after I 

left Brook House and was transferred to Hannondsworth. I was not aware of any support 

services that I could access at Brook House, other than the evening prayer I attended 

which, as I mentioned, was organised by a fellow detainee. External pastors did come to 

Brook House on Sundays but I preferred to attend the detainee-run prayers. 

46. While at Brook House I had access to a basic cell-phone on which calls could be made. 

However, I did not have credit on this phone for a long time and therefore could not use 
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it to contact anyone. Nobody told me that I could have visitors at Brook House or 

explained to me how I could send a letter to my friends or family. 

Transfer between Brook House and Harmondsworth 

47. On 17 April 2017, I was in the laundry room washing my clothes. I was just wearing track 

suit bottoms and no top as I had taken off my t-shirt to wash it. An officer entered the 

room and approached me. He told me that I was being transferred to Harmondsworth 

detention centre and that I had to get ready immediately. I did not understand why I was 

being transferred and the officer did not explain this to me. I explained to them that my 

clothes were all in the laundry and I had nothing dry to wear. The officer said he did not 

care. His tone of voice was dismissive and I felt that I had no choice. I took my clothes 

out of the laundry and returned to my room to pack them wet into my suitcase. I put on a 

wet t-shirt because I had nothing else to wear. I was cold and felt humiliated. I was 

transferred to Harmondsworth not long after in a van with other detainees and escort 

officers. 

48. After I arrived at Harmondsworth, I had a screening appointment with a nurse there. I told 

the nurse that I had been attacked in Nigeria and showed her the scars on my body. I was 

confused and distressed. I do not recall being asked if I was a victim of torture during this 

appointment or whether I wished to see a doctor for an initial assessment. I have since 

had sight of the note of this appointment in the medical records which states that I had 

not received any medication for mental health problems. This is incorrect, as I had 

recently been on Sertraline at Brook House although my prescription had not been 

renewed as I have explained. If I had been asked about my medication, I would have 

confirmed this. I cannot recall being asked any questions about my mental health. I still 

felt unwell and that I had been suffering from flashbacks and nightmares since being 

detained. I did not have any further appointments with Healthcare during this first period 

at Harmondsworth. 

49. During my first night at Harmondsworth I had a nightmare in which people hacked me 

down and killed me. I was in Nigeria in the nightmare. The following day I wrote the 

nightmare down and sent a fax to the Home Office about it. I was scared and wanted to 

be released from detention as soon as possible. On the same day, I also applied for bail. 
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50. A few days after, on or around 20 April 2017, officers came to see me — I think I was in 

my room in the induction wing at the time — and told me that I was being sent back to 

Brook House. They told me that I was being sent back there for my bail hearing. I felt 

confused and scared to be returned to Brook House because of how I had been treated 

there and what I had witnessed, but felt that I had no choice but to comply with the 

officers' orders. 

51. After I arrived back at Brook House I had a further screening appointment with a nurse. 

My memories of the screening appointments I had upon transfer to and from 

Harmondsworth sometimes overlap. However, I remember feeling like the nurse was not 

listening to me. I don't remember being asked at this second screening appointment at 

Brook House whether I was a victim of torture, or whether I wished to have an 

appointment with the doctor. 

52. I have seen the entry in my IRC medical records, dated 20 April 2017, which states that I 

had "no medical or mental health issues". I consider this assessment to be plainly 

inaccurate. By that date, I had attended multiple mental health reviews at Brook House 

and had repeatedly told the doctors, nurses and detention centre staff that I felt depressed 

and was suffering from flashbacks from my previous mistreatment in Nigeria. I do not 

know why my mental health issues were not recorded in my medical records on that date. 

53. I was at Brook House during this second period for only 2 days. I cannot remember what 

the number of my cell was during that time but I remember that the cell was on the first 

floor. I have since considered document CJS007130 which suggests that I was on C wing 

in room number 2. The room had a similar layout to my first cell at Brook House and the 

toilet was only partially separated from the rest of the room. I shared that room with one 

other person. I do not remember my roommate's name as I only stayed there for two 

nights. The Home Office records I have now seen confirm that on 21 April 2017 my bail 

application was withdrawn. I do not know the reason for this. I did not ask the application 

to be withdrawn and it was not explained to me why the bail hearing did not go ahead. I 

did not have any contact with the mental health team during this second period at Brook 

House, even though I continued to feel unwell and suffer from flashbacks. I was not 

reviewed or asked any questions about my history of torture, which I had reported to 

healthcare during my first period of detention at Brook House. 
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Detention at Harmondsworth and Colnbrook 

54. On 22 April 2017, I was transferred back to Harmondsworth. I had a screening 

appointment again. I have seen the note in my medical records of this appointment which 

states that I declined the screening. I did not decline it, but I struggled to understand why 

I was being asked the same questions I had been asked only a few days prior, following 

my first transfer to Harmondsworth, when nothing had changed in my circumstances and 

no one seemed to care about what I said anyway. 

55. Two days later I had my Asylum Screening interview. 

56. It was not until around five weeks after I was first detained, on 6 May 2017 (I know the 

precise date from the records that I have seen), that I had an appointment with a doctor at 

Harmondsworth where I was asked questions, for the first time, about the torture I had 

suffered in Nigeria. The appointment was brief and I did not feel I had enough time to 

properly explain to the doctor what had happened to me. I showed him my scars. He did 

not ask me whether I had any related psychological symptoms or how I felt mentally 

whilst in detention. I was still feeling really unwell. I felt depressed and continued to have 

flashbacks of traumatic events in Nigeria and nightmares. I told the doctor that I was 

distressed and that my mental health was not in the right place but he did not ask me to 

elaborate on this. I did not feel that anyone cared or that I would get any support. The 

doctor did not explain to me the purpose of the appointment. 

57. I now know from the documents provided to me by my solicitors that the above 

appointment on 6 May 2017 resulted in a Rule 35(3) report being prepared for me. I have 

now seen a copy of the report in which the doctor summarises my account of torture and 

states that the scars he observed on my body may be due to the attack that I was subjected 

to in Nigeria. Although I agree with what the doctor recorded in relation to my scars being 

due to the attack that I suffered, I am surprised and upset that he did not record anything 

about my mental health and the impact that detention was having on me. I have also since 

learnt that the Home Office responded to this report accepting that that my account met 

the definition of torture but deciding that I was to remain in detention. I do not remember 

being provided with this response at the time, or having it explained to me. 

58. I have reviewed document HOM032940, a Home Office Detention Review dated 10 

May 2017, which states that there was no evidence from Healthcare that detention 

was having a detrimental impact on me. 
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This document appears to have been drafted on 10 May 2017, four days after my 

Rule 35(3) appointment. I do not understand how such a conclusion could have been 

reached, given that I was still suffering from serious mental ill health and I had 

explained my symptoms to Healthcare on many occasions. 

59. About a week after my Rule 35(3) report was prepared, I had my substantive asylum 

interview. I tried to give as detailed an account as possible of the torture and abuse that I 

had been subjected to in Nigeria. I explained that I was bisexual and I feared that I would 

be persecuted and killed if I was returned to Nigeria. I also explained that my uncle had 

forced me to work as a child. I found recalling those events very difficult. 

60. After I disclosed that my uncle had exploited me and forced me to work as a child, I was 

referred as a potential victim of modern slavery by the Home Office, but my claim was 

refused. My asylum claim was also refused on 25 May 2017. On 7 June 2017, I appealed 

the decision. 

61. I continued to be detained at Harmondsworth. I was struggling mentally and could not 

understand why I was still in detention. I did not receive any mental health support during 

the months I was detained at Harmondsworth and I was not prescribed with any further 

medication for my mental health issues. I had a bail application refused on 22 June 2017. 

At around this time I contacted Medical Justice who assisted me to get a referral for a 

medico-legal report and put me in touch with the Helen Bamber Foundation. This was 

the first contact that I had with Medical Justice, as I was only told about the 

organisation after I was transferred to Hannondsworth. 

62. My asylum appeal was adjourned I believe so that I could obtain the medico-legal report 

I had been referred for. 

63. On 2 July 2017, I was transferred to Colnbrook detention centre, but I only remained there 

until the following day when I was released on bail. Following my release, I was 

diagnosed with depression and PTSD in two separate reports prepared on my behalf by 

doctors of the Helen Bamber Foundation; the first on 6 March 2018 and the second on 31 

August 2018. 
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64. On 10 July 2019, the First Tier Tribunal allowed my appeal against the Home Office's 

refusal of my asylum claim and I was subsequently granted refugee status with five years' 

leave to remain on 30 July 2019. 

65. I still struggle to remember my time in detention and particularly at Brook House, but I 

am willing to assist the Inquiry to the extent that I am able so that what happened to me 

and others does not happen again. I would however prefer to provide any further evidence 

in writing via my solicitors. Detention has had a long-lasting effect on me and my mental 

health. I have struggled with symptoms of PTSD and depression since being released. I 

have frequent nightmares related to my time at Brook House and often feel very low. I 

easily feel scared if for example I hear a door banging as it brings my mind back to the 

time I was in detention. I also suffer from flashbacks which are both about my traumatic 

experiences in Nigeria and my time at Brook House. 

66. I was recently assessed by a psychiatrist, Dr Galappathie, who has prepared a report which 

I understand has been submitted to the Inquiry by my solicitors. I also understand, from 

speaking to my solicitors, that Dr Galappathie is concerned about the deterioration in my 

mental health caused by my detention, including the development of my PTSD and 

depression, and that he considers that I should not give evidence to the Inquiry other than 

in the form of a witness statement as it would be too distressing for me. As I mentioned, 

I find it very difficult and triggering to talk about the events I have described. 

67. I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes 

to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an 

honest belief in itc_ truth, 

Signed 

Dated 09.12.2021 

Signature 
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