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Introduction 

 

With patients who may have had a stroke or transient ischaemic attack (TIA), time can be 
of the essence.  In the OOH period, timely referral to secondary care is paramount so that 
urgent scans +/- thrombolysis can be undertaken if required.   
 
The FAS test can be used to screen for the condition and should be recorded: 
 

• Facial weakness - can the person smile? Has their mouth or eye drooped? 

• Arm weakness - can the person raise both arms? 

• Speech problems - can the person speak clearly and both articulate and use 
appropriate words? 
 

In the acute presentation TIA can only be distinguished from stroke if the symptoms have 
completely resolved in less than 24 hours. 
 
Most cases can be identified by a telephone clinical assessment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng128
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng128
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Exclude Hypoglycaemia 
 

 
Use FAS test to screen 
For diagnosis of Stroke 
(Face, Arm, Speech) 

 

 
+ve 

Immediate referral to hospital                                                   

 
-ve 

Consider other diagnosis. 
 

 
Suspected Stroke or TIA 

(Age, Co-morbidity, life style, History) 
 

 


